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Local News

Jalen Richard 
Named Craig 
Long Award 
Recipient
RB, Jalen Richard was named the 
recipient of the fourth-annual 
Oakland Raiders Craig Long Award, 
the team announced Friday.
     Chosen by a select group of 
local media and facilitated by the 
Oakland Raiders' media relations 
department, the Craig Long Award is 
presented annually to the player who 
best exemplifies professionalism and 
collaboration with the media at large.
     Richard, who earned a roster 
spot as an undrafted rookie free 
agent in 2016, has played in all 15 
games with one start in his second 
pro season. Richard ranks second 
on the team with 275 rushing yards 
on 56 carries (4.9 avg.), including 
a 52-yard touchdown run, and has 
added 26 receptions for 250 yards 
with an additional score. He serves 
as the team's primary punt returner, 
totaling 26 returns for 155 yards, 

and has also 
returned eight 
kickoffs for 90 
yards. Richard 
was a Pro Bowl 
alternate as a 
return specialist 
in his rookie 
year.
     Long, who 
passed away in 
2007 at age 36, 
was a valuable 
member of the Oakland Raiders' 
public relations staff from 1997-2004. 
A Laurens, Iowa native, Long fulfilled 
his childhood dream of working in the 
front office for his favorite team.
     Craig was a 1988 graduate of 
L-M and also graduated from the
University of Tennessee in 1993. He
was the son of Daryl & Dorothy Long
of Laurens.

Craig Long Award Winners
2017 – RB, Jalen Richard 
2016 – T, Donald Penn
2015 – S, Charles Woodson
2014 – DL, Antonio Smith
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Please Attend 
A Benefit in Honor of 

DENINE M. GARTON 
Sun. Jan. 14th 

Noon to 4 @ the 
Marathon Fire Station 

Marathon, IA 

MEAL & AUCTION 
Free will Donation

Denine Garton worked as the City Hall Clerk in Marathon, IA for many years.  In February 
2017, she was diagnosed with a rare form of uterine cancer. At the beginning of November, Denine 
suffered a seizure, where it was later diagnosed that the cancer metastasized to her spine, liver, and 
lungs.  Denine was transferred to Sioux Falls where she began many tests and treatments for almost a 
month. The family made many trips to Sioux Falls to be by her side. Her cancer continued to grow, 
which made her too weak to receive treatments and surgery.  Denine lost her battle to cancer on 
December 2nd.  Denine was a beloved daughter, wife, mother, and grandmother.  

Those left to cherish her memory include her husband, Jimmy Garton, two sons Jason (Michelle) 
Garton, Matthew (Diane) Garton, and one daughter Ashley (Dylan) Leuer and three grandchildren. 
Parents Ray and Maureen Crosgrove, brothers Roddy (Nancy) Crosgrove and Mike (Mary) Crosgrove.

www.formatexample.org

CONTACT INFO 

TERRY: 712-358-0949 

DAWN: 712-291-0969 

JAMES: 712-334-0405 

Local News

100% of the Proceeds will go to the Garton Family to help defray costs. 



3

At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder 
January 3, 2018

OK, now that 
we are officially 
into 2018, 
I’m going to 
give you some 
results of my 
“Favorite Books 
of 2017” poll. 
There are only 
5 books that got more than one 
vote. They are: Waking Lions 
by Ayelet Gundar-Goshen, The 
Kitchen House (February’s Book 
Club Read) by Kathleen Grissom, 
Hamilton by Ron Chernow, Not 
a Sound by Iowa author Heather 
Gudenkauf and A Piece of the 
World by Christina Baker Kline. 
I’ve read 3 of those, and have to 
agree they were wonderful! Now 
we are looking forward to some 
more great books in 2018!
     New fiction this week includes:  
Robicheaux by James Lee Burke, 
Woman in the Window by A.J. 
Finn, Promise Not To Tell by Jayne 
Ann Krentz, and Pachinko by 
Min Jin Lee. We also received 
the nonfiction, The Gentle Art of 
Swedish Death Cleaning: how to 
free yourself and your family from 
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a lifetime of clutter by Margareta 
Magnusson. That last one looks 
like a good one to help with New 
Year’s Resolutions! 

     Our Book 
Club choice 
for January is 
The Invisible 
Wall; the love 
story that 
broke barriers 
by Harry 
Bernstein. 

In this memoir, written when he 
was 93 years old, Bernstein writes 
that growing up his town was like 
most working class neighborhoods 
in the early 1900’s with one 
exception. His small English town 
had an “invisible wall” dividing 
the Jewish and Christian families. 
When he discovered that his older 
sister had fallen in love with the 
Christian boy across the street, his 
life changed. He had to choose 
between things he had been 
taught his entire life, and what he 
knew in his heart to be true. Grab 
a copy of this book and join what 
I think will be a great discussion 
Monday, January 22 at 7 o’clock.

At the Library

COMING EVENTS

• Tot Time  Every Monday at
10 a.m.

• Take it Tuesday - 1st Tuesday at
6:30 p.m. 

• Card Making – 4th Tuesday at
6:30 p.m.

• Book Club – 4th Monday at
7 p.m. 

Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.thepapernow.com

100% User 
Generated Content!

Subscribe and 
Submit TODAY!
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Services Held for Randy Smith 
Randy Smith, age 62, of Marathon, Iowa died 
Monday, December 25, 2017 at his home in rural 
Marathon. 
     Funeral services were held on Friday, 
December 29 at 10:30 a.m. at Our Savior's 
Lutheran Church in Albert City, Iowa. The 
Sliefert Funeral Home in Albert City was in 
charge of the arrangements. 
     Randy Dean Smith, son of Duane and Ardis 
Lavohn (Ryon) Smith was born March 31, 1955 
in Sioux Rapids, Iowa.
     His early childhood years were spent on the 

farm south of Laurens where he attended grade school in Laurens.  In 1967, the 
family moved to a farm west of Albert City where he graduated in 1974 from 
Albert City-Truesdale High School.
     While in high school, he was a member of the FFA chapter and participated 
in many sports, but wrestling was his love.  He was offered several scholarships 
for his wrestling abilities but gave them all up to farm, which started with a 
small rented farm in 1973.
     On October 1, 1976, he married Kellie Ellrich.  After living near Rembrandt 
for a year, the couple made Marathon their home where they have lived for the 
past 40 years and where they raised their two sons, Stacey and Jason.
     Along with the farming, Randy drove truck and worked in the shop for Gary 
Reese in the summer and winters until he bought his own truck and hauled 
rock, grain and fertilizer.  In 1990, he began selling seed for Golden Harvest and 
later sold for NK, Wyffels and presently for Latham.
     Nascar was Randy’s #1 love outside of farming and family.  He faithfully 
watched every race and attended as many races as he could.  He loved riding his 
motorcycle and took many trips over the years with Kellie, his brother, Don, and 
friends.  He cheered on the Chiefs and also the Cyclones.  He couldn’t resist a 
good joke or a stiff Crown Royal and Seven.
     He did alot of interesting things in his life time, but most of all, he loved his 
wife, kids, grandkids, and all the dogs he ever had, especially Jake aka “Cubby”.  
He was a generous, loving and giving man.  In his honor, take a moment to 
laugh, enjoy your favorite drink and hug the ones you love.
     He will be missed by many and remembered by all who knew him.
     Those left to honor his memory are his wife, Kellie; sons, Stacey (Belinda) 
and Jason (Angel); his mother, Lavohn; brothers; Don, Dennis (Donna) and 
sister, Darlys; grandchildren; (who were his pride and joy) Weston, Alyssa, and 
Bentley; step grandchildren; Ethan, Emmi and Brookelyn; extended family and 
friends and his beloved dog, “Maggie”.
     Preceded in death by his father, his nephews, Kyle and Kevin, and aunts and 
uncles.

Our Town Our Paper!
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Obituaries & Advertising

LAURENS AREA YOUTH GROUP 

JANUARY SCHEDULE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

JANUARY 7TH    JUNIOR HIGH  

JANUARY 14TH    HIGH SCHOOL 

JANUARY 21ST  JUNIOR HIGH 

JANUARY 28TH HIGH SCHOOL 

Youth Group meetings are from 6-8p.m. on Sunday 
evenings. All youth 6th to 12th grade are invited to attend. 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH ADDRESS IS: 201 WEST MAIN STREET 

QUESTIONS CALL: ANGELA CHRISTENSON--712-450-0295 

Beverly Shaffer Passes
Beverly Shaffer, former 
Laurens resident, passed 
away quietly December 22, 
2017 in the Pocahontas 
Manor Care Center.  
     Beverly June Buckwalter 
was born in Johnstown, PA 
in 1926.  After graduating 
from high school in 
Latrobe, PA in 1944, she 
moved with her parents 
Gladys (Wable) and Russell 
Buckwalter, to Hot Springs, 
AR, where she met and 

married Leland Hawley of Laurens.  
     Beverly devoted her life to motherhood and her 
four children.  She enjoyed cooking, entertaining 
friends and family, sewing, quilting and crafts.  She 
was a proud Iowa Hawkeye, and she made the walls 
and rafters ring hollering "Gimme an 'I'!"  
     Beverly is lovingly remembered by her daughter 
Cynthia of Nazareth, PA; son Frederic of Phoenix, 
AZ; former sons-in-law Bill and Dale; and 
grandchildren Allison, Trent and Brynn.  
     She was preceded in death by her beloved husband 
Glenn Shaffer in 2004 and daughters Mary in 2003 
and Gloria in 2011.  A private interment is planned.  
     Memorial donations may be made to the Laurens 
Public Library Foundation, Laurens, IA.

Call Tom & Renee 
Phillips for Your 
Painting Needs!!

Phone: (712) 845-2246 
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Friday Night Special for 
January 5 is grilled prime 
rib sandwich or order off 

our full menu!
Serving begins at 5 p.m.

Announcements & Advertising

CITY CLERK 
POSITION:

The City of Marathon 
is accepting resumes 

for the position of 
City Clerk/Treasurer.  

This is a 20+ hour/
week position at 

$12 - $15/hour based 
on experience.  
A high school 

diploma or 
equivalent is 

required.  

Computer and 
bookkeeping 

experience are 
preferred.  

Send resume to: 
City of Marathon, 

PO Box 189, 
Marathon, IA 50565 

Applications are due 
January 9, 2018.

Bridal Shower
Please join us for a bridal shower 
in honor of Allison Woods, bride 
elect of Cole Johnson, son of Rod 
& Anita Johnson of Laurens, 
on Sunday, January 14 from 
1-3 p.m. at the West Iowa Bank
Community Room.
     The couple is registered at 
Lizziedoodle of Laurens, Target 
Menards and Amazon.

Thank You
We would like to thank 
Laurens Municipal Power and 
Communications for sponsoring 
the lighting contest.  It was such an 
honor to win 4th place and receive 
LED Christmas lights and Chamber 
Bucks.  

Marc and Les Stewart

Thank You!
Thank you to Laurens Municipal 
Power and Communications for 
hosting the Tour of Lights this 
year, and for the Christmas lights 
and Chamber Bucks that we won 
during the event! How fun to tour 
Laurens and see so many homes, with 
beautiful lights, participating! 

Thanks again and Happy New Year,
Monty and Julie Potter
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Church 

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Pastor Ed Frank

Fri., Jan. 5th:
Men’s Bible Study @ 7 a.m.

Sat., Jan. 6th:
United Methodist Men’s meeting & 
breakfast @ 7 a.m.

Sun., Jan. 7th:
Adult Sunday School class resumes @ 
9:00 a.m.
Kids Sunday School classes resume @ 
9:10 a.m.
Fellowship Coffee @ 9:30 a.m.
Worship @ 10:30 a.m. w/ Holy 
Communion
Laurens Area Youth Group (Jr. High) 
meet at our church from 6 p.m.-8 p.m.

Mon., Jan. 8th:
Christian Ed/Sunday School Teachers 
meeting @ 7 p .m. in Fellowship Hall

This Week 
at Bethany 
Lutheran
Pastor Scott Baker

Sunday: January 7, 2018
Baptism of Our Lord
9:15 AM ~ Adult SS 
9:30 AM ~ Youth SS
9:30 AM ~ Coffee Fellowship
10:30 AM ~ Worship w/Communion
2:00 PM ~ Girl Scouts Mtg. at BLC
3:00 PM ~ Hand Bell Rehearsal
4:00 PM ~ Hand Bells play at the 
Laurens Care Center
4:00 PM ~ Pack/Den 79 Mtg. at BLC
6:00 PM ~ Laurens Area Youth Group 
(JH) at UMC

Tuesday: January 9, 2018
12:00 PM ~ Christian Education/Youth 
Mtg.

Worship, Love, Accept~Together 
in Christ’s Name

This Week at 
First Christian 
Church
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Wednesday, Jan. 3 
7:00 p.m. - Mission Council

Friday, Jan. 5 
7:00 p.m. - AA

Sunday, Jan. 7 
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School   
10:30 a.m. - Worship 
6:00 – 8 :00 p.m. - JR. High 
Youth Group at the United 
Methodist Church

Resurrection of Our Lord Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF

MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass as scheduled in the weekly bulletin
Saturday at 5:00 PM
Sunday at 8:30 AM
Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm at Resurrection
Office: 16 SW 2nd Street, Pocahontas
Office Phone: 712-335-3242 -- Residence Phone: 712-335-8065
E-mail: colly@ncn.net
Pastoral Care: Sister Renae Hohensee, 563-552-8666
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Extension News 

4-H/FFA Beef Weigh In
All market beef animals that will be exhibited 
at the 2018 Pocahontas County Fair will need 
to attend beef weigh in Saturday, January 6, 
2018 from 10:00 a.m.-noon at the  Dale Wenell 
farm,11413 500th St., Albert City.
     If you need your market beef animals 
identified for the Iowa State Fair or Aksarben, 
please contact Lisa at the ISU Extension and 
Outreach Office Pocahontas County.  We will not 
offer that service at our weigh-in, but we have the 
information you need to get your animals retinal 
imaged.  
     Any questions, please email lzeman@iastate. 
edu or call 712-335-3103.

Pocahontas County 
4-H Scholarship Due
February 1
Due to the generous support of the Pocahontas 
County 4-H Endowment, up to TEN $500 
scholarships will be awarded to 12th grade 
graduating 4-H’ers that will attend college in the 
fall of 2018!  Applications are available at the 
office or online at http://www.extension.iastate. 
edu/pocahontas/4h.    
     All applications are due to the Pocahontas 
County ISU Extension and Outreach no later 
than February 1, 2018!  Late Applications Will 
Not Be Accepted!

Making Ends Meet – Make 
Your Money Work for You
Making the most of our money is a goal shared by 
just about everyone. If you are one of the hundreds 
of area residents who know your finances should 
work better than they do, then "Making Ends 
Meet," a new free workshop from ISU Extension 
and Outreach, can provide strategies and solutions 
you need.
     The two-part workshop, offered Tuesdays 
January 23 & 30, 6:30-8 p.m. will be offered free 
at the Humboldt County Extension and Outreach 
Office. Each session includes activities and 
discussion to help you choose clear and practical 
steps you want to take with your finances.  "The 
workshop is designed to be practical and even fun," 
says Barb Wollan, Human Sciences Specialist in 
family finance with ISU Extension and Outreach. 
"The activities offer each participant a chance to try 
on new ideas and strategies, so they can identify the 
tools that fit their lifestyles." 
     Even though the workshop is free, pre-
registration is required. Call Humboldt County 
Extension (515-332-2201) by January 22 to sign 
up. Wollan urges participants to come with a friend 
or two, so you have people to support your plans 
after the workshop is over; likewise, couples are 
encouraged to come together if possible, so they can 
work together toward their financial goals.  
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2018 Commercial 
Manure 
Applicator 
Training 
Scheduled for 
Pocahontas 
County
Commercial manure applicators 
should plan to attend the 
Commercial Manure Applicator 
training program scheduled 
for Thursday, January 4, 2018, 
from 9 a.m. to noon. Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach, 
in cooperation with the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources, 
will conduct the required three-hour 
training workshop at that time. There 
is no fee to attend the workshop, but 
commercial applicators must register 
ASAP by contacting the ISU 
Extension and Outreach Pocahontas 
County office at 712-335-3103.

Commercial manure applicators
needing to recertify and those 
wanting to certify for the first time 
should attend. The workshop will 
provide the required three hours 
of annual training and will cover 
rules for applicators as well as land-
application requirements, snow/
frozen ground regulations, spill 
response, compaction, biosecurity, 
manure application uniformity 

updates, team communication, 
manure and hydrogen sulfide safety, 
and evaluation review. 
     All currently certified commercial 
manure applicator licenses will expire 
on March 1, 2018. Commercial 
applicators can attend training 
throughout the year, but if they were 
previously certified, they should 
plan to attend training and submit 
the forms and fees to DNR prior 
to March 1, 2018, to avoid paying 
the late fees. Certification fees for 
commercial manure applicators 
have not changed for 2018. ISU 
Extension and Outreach will charge 
a $10 fee to applicators choosing to 
view the certification materials on 
a non-scheduled reshow day at the 
county office. For this reason, all 
applicators are encouraged to attend 
the workshops or to plan to view 
training materials on the scheduled 
reshow date at their local county 
extension office. The fee will not 
apply to workshops or scheduled 
reshow dates. 
     Please contact your county 
extension offices to determine which 
days are scheduled for the manure 
applicator certification programs. 
Due to scheduling conflicts, many 
county extension offices will no 
longer accept walk-in appointments 
to watch the training videos. 
     If attending the Jan. 4 commercial 
manure applicator program or 
watching the three-hour video
is not convenient, commercial 
applicators may contact their local 
DNR field office to schedule an 
appointment to take the certification 

exam. In addition to needing an 
appointment to take the exam, 
applicators must bring a pencil and 
photo i.d., and should plan to bring 
a calculator. 
     Applicators have another option, 
online certification, which an 
applicator can take their training on-
line at DNR MAC eLearning site at 
https://elearning-dnr.iowa.gov/. The 
applicator will need to sign-in and 
get an A&A account. 
     Commercial manure applicators 
hauling, handling or land-applying 
primarily dry or solid manure are 
encouraged to attend the dry manure 
applicator workshops scheduled for 
February 2018. Dates and locations 
can be found in the link below. 
     For more information about the 
commercial applicator program, 
contact the ISU Extension and 
Outreach Pocahontas County office 
at 712-335-3103 or access a list of 
the training locations at: http://
www.agronext.iastate.edu/immag/
certification/macprogrampostcard. 
pdf

Extension News 
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Yard and 
Garden: Keep 
Amaryllis Plants 
Growing
Amaryllis plants are a fun, festive 
addition to the holiday season. But 
what should be done with them after 
they’re finished flowering? Can they 
and paperwhite narcissus bulbs be 
saved for further use?
     Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach horticulturists can help 
answer questions about amaryllis, 
paperwhite narcissus and other 
seasonal plants. To have additional 
questions answered, contact the 
ISU Hortline at 515-294-3108 or 
hortline@iastate.edu.
     What should I do with an 
amaryllis after it is done blooming? 
Amaryllis bulbs are forced indoors 
for their large, spectacular flowers. 
Some individuals discard the 
amaryllis after flowering. However, it 
is possible to save the amaryllis and 
force it to flower on an annual basis. 
The key to successful reflowering is 
proper care.
     After the flowers fade, cut off the 
flower stalk with a sharp knife. Make 
the cut one to two inches above the 
bulb. Don’t damage the foliage. In 
order for the bulb to bloom again 
next season, the plant must replenish 
its depleted food reserves. The strap-
like leaves manufacture food for the 
plant. Place the plant in a sunny 
window and water when the soil 

surface is nearly dry. Fertilize every 
two to four weeks with a dilute 
fertilizer solution. 
     The amaryllis can be moved 
outdoors in late May. Harden or 
acclimate the plant to the outdoors 
by initially placing it in a shady, 
protected area. After two or three 
days, gradually expose the amaryllis 
to longer periods of direct sun. Once 
hardened, select a site in partial to 
full sun. Dig a hole and set the pot 
into the ground. Outdoors, continue 
to water the plant during dry 
weather. Also, continue to fertilize 
the amaryllis once or twice a month 
through July. Bring the plant indoors 
in mid-September. Plants left indoors 
should be kept in a sunny window.  
     In order to bloom, amaryllis bulbs 
must be exposed to temperatures of 
50 to 55°F for a minimum of eight to 
10 weeks. This can be accomplished 
by inducing the plant to go dormant 
and then storing the dormant bulb 
at a temperature of 50 to 55°F. To 
induce dormancy, place the plant 
in a cool, semi-dark location in late 
September and withhold water. Cut 
off the foliage when the leaves turn 
brown. Then place the dormant bulb 
in a 50 to 55°F location for at least 
eight to 10 weeks.
     After the cool requirement has 
been met, start the growth cycle 
again by watering the bulb and 
placing it in a well-lighted, 70 to 
75°F location. Keep the potting soil 
moist, but not wet, until growth 
appears. The other option is to place 

the plant in a well-lighted, 50 to 
55°F location in fall. Maintain the 
amaryllis as a green plant from fall 
to early to mid-winter. After the cool 
requirement has been met, move 
the plant to a warmer (70 to 75°F) 
location.
     What should I do with 
paperwhite narcissus bulbs 
after the plants have flowered? 
Paperwhite narcissus bulbs are forced 
indoors for their clusters of small, 
fragrant, white, yellow or orange 
flowers. After flowering, paperwhite 
narcissus bulbs should be discarded. 
Paperwhites cannot be successfully 
forced again and are not winter hardy 
outdoors.
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