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Local News

The Lucky 
Break Tour: 
Baltimore Based 
Musician ellen 
cherry Survives 
Car Wreck and 
Continues to Tour!
Six weeks ago, Baltimore based singer/
songwriter ellen cherry’s (lowercase 
letters are intentional) car was struck 
by a drunk driver while she was on 
tour through Texas. After a few nights 
in the ICU, a surgery to repair her 
broken collar bone, and many weeks 
back in Baltimore recuperating, she is 
hitting the road again for a very short, 
very special tour of the Midwest that 
she is affectionately calling the “Lucky 
Break” tour.
     Cherry’s music has been labeled 
“eloquent, intimate, elegant pop 
music for smarty pants” and her 
shows include hilarious banter 
between heartfelt ballads that reveal 
a whimsical and curious mind. On 
this tour, she’ll be playing a series 

of libraries and listening rooms, 
connecting with new audiences and 
playing selected works from her last 
two albums, “Please Don’t Sell the 
Piano” (2012) and “(New) Years” 
(2010).
     In addition to being a full time 
working musician, ellen cherry is the 
co-producer of Mobtown Moon, a 
collaborative music project involving 
over 40 Baltimore musicians to create 
a new interpretation of Pink Floyd’s 
classic album “The Dark Side of 
the Moon”, just in time for its 40th 
anniversary. She has been nominated 

for an Emmy for her songwriting and 
was also awarded the UNIMA-USA 
Citation of Excellence (the nation’s 
highest puppetry award) for her work 
on a shadow puppet piece called 
“Alonzo’s Lullaby.” She recently was 
awarded a Washington Area Music 
Award for her most recent album.
     Ellen will be performing at three 
local libraries next week. Wednesday, 
April 17, at 7 p.m. at the Pocahontas 
Public Library, Thursday, April 18 at 
7 p.m. at the Laurens Public Library 
and Friday, April 19 at 7 p.m. at the 
Albert City Public Library.
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Diana Slattery

Laurens Food Pride

Salvage Sisters 

II Unique 

Woodley Insurance & Real Estate 

Cuts to Dye For

Erica Svuba

Dallenbach Insurance 

Town & Country Floral

Jack Links 

Iowa Trust & Savings 

Ashley Akridge 

Bouska Electric

Madsen Farms 

Silver Dollar Saloon 

Laurens State Bank 

Richardson's Service 

Larry Northway 

Massage by Kayla

Laurens Equipment

Jolliffe & Co. 

Olson-Bieri-Christensen 

Ahlers Enterprises Inc. 

Thank You to all our businesses 
& residents who donated to the 

2013 Easter Egg Hunt!!
Vintage Market

First Cooperative

Pocahontas Mutual

Bottom Line

Laurens Plumbing/Highway 10 

              Hardware

Siepker Auto Repair

Pengo

Pro Coop

Bobalee

Doug Wenell

Heart N Home

The Paper

Carol Hanna 

Kate Ellis

Marketing Solutions

Brenda Rubel

Mary Svuba

Napa Store

Don Winkler 

Fuch Construction

Connies Country Curl

Jerlynn Svuba

Without there donations the Easter Egg Hunt and drawings would not be possible!!

www.laurensiachamber.com

A Special Thank You To The Volunteers:Charity Madsen - Event Coordinator
Erica Svuba - Event CoordinatorConnie Dallenbach

Kate Ellis
Deb HertzNational Honor Society:Kristen Alstott

Carly Lampe
Ben Kenobbie
Addison Tate

Rachel Potter and our Egg Filling Crews!

We appreciate Laurens Kiwanis 

group for the great pancakes!

Thanks for all you do!
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Why a home town 
Nursing Home?
By: Gail Olson, LCC 
Administrator

There is no place like home, that 
statement applies not only to our 
own home but also to our home 
town or the town we have lived 
in most of our lives, raised our 
children, made friends and where 
we supported the community.  With 
this in mind, board and citizens of 
Laurens made a critical decision 
when they assumed ownership and 
responsibility of the newly created 
Laurens Care Center.  This decision 
was for  progress, sustainability, 
civic pride, jobs,  continuation of 
a business but mostly to provide 
a home for the citizens of Laurens 
when in need.  They wanted a home 
in town with local “ownership”, 
meaning commitment and care for 
the people and the town.  
     What a home town care center 
provides is a warm, friendly place 
for our seniors and others needing 
care that you already are familiar 
with, have visited and supported 
all your life.  When you come here, 
you already know people living 
here, know many of the staff and 
volunteers and also know the people 
who visit regularly.  You will feel 
a kinship with many in the care 
center, both residents and volunteers.  
Visitors will bring news about the 
community, your church and the 
area when they come to visit.  These 

Local News & Announcements

visitors will not only visit with their 
resident but with the other residents 
they know.
     If you go to another town or 
area where you are a stranger, you 
will only have the child who lives 
in that town and is often busy with 
children and grand children.  Not 
only will you have to become familiar 
with a new place to live, but also 
a whole new area and new people.  
The best place to be is with your 
contemporaries and friends of many 
years.  We are fortunate Laurens Care 
Center can offer this.   

notice:

The City of Laurens will 
be fl ushing fi re hydrants 

on April 15 and 16.  If you 
have any questions, please 

contact City Hall at 
841-4526.
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Iowa QRS Rating System Can Assist Families in Choosing 
Child Care
As our youngest citizens grow, it is everyone's job to ensure they do so in a quality care environment. Research shows that children in 
quality child care environments enter school ready to learn, are more successful in school and help ensure a future quality workforce. 
Child care is essential for the economy and for the family. Safe, affordable, nurturing child care allows parents to keep productive work 
schedules.
     For families, choosing child care may be one of the most important decisions they will make. To help families evaluate and select a 
child care provider, The Iowa Department of Human Services has established the Quality Rating System (QRS) for child care.
     Iowa QRS is a voluntary program that outlines a guided way for child care providers to improve their quality of care. Participating 
providers are "rated" with 1 to 5 stars, depending upon how many improvement steps they are awarded. QRS is meant to assist families 
in their child care search, not replace other methods, such as visiting, interviewing providers, and relying on personal judgment.
     What does Iowa QRS mean for families?
   • Iowa QRS can help families narrow down child care options 
   • Each rating signifi es the provider has completed specifi c standards
   • Iowa QRS can help families learn about quality child care
   • A rating shows the provider is committed to providing quality child care
     To receive a free list of child care providers in your area and for more information about QRS, go to the Iowa Child Care Resource 
and Referral website at http://www.iowaccrr.org or call 877-216-8481. Families may also view a list by county of QRS rated child care 
providers at: www.dhs.state.ia.us/iqrs
     Iowa QRS is raising the quality of child care in our local communities and across the state, giving Iowans more options in choosing 
the best care for their children and families.
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Join us for an afternoon of 
entertainment followed by a 

delicious soup supper!

Fine Arts Department Performance 
& Soup Supper

Sunday, April 14th
Marathon Community Center

The Fine Arts Departments from both 
Laurens-Marathon and Sioux Central will 

be performing from 2-4 pm
Soup Supper will take place from 4-6 pm

Help Support the Fine Arts Programs 
and the Marathon Community Center!

Free Will Donation 

Engineering Designer

500 E. Hwy 10 - Laurens, IA  50554
Phone 712.845.2540  Fax 712.845.2497

www.pengoattachments.com

Pengo, a recognized  leading manufacturer of earth boring equipment and related 
products is expanding again!  Pengo’s continued growth and focus on expansion has 
created an opening for a Project Designer in Laurens, IA 
JOB SUMMARY: Support the design and development of new products utilizing 
Computer-Aided Design/Drafting software (SolidWorks).  This newly created position 
will develop all engineering related documentation including detail, assembly and 
weldment drawings.
DUTIES: 
- Supports all design related actives for assigned product lines.
- Determines proper bill of material structure for assigned products.
- Prepares preliminary sketches and/or presentations for custom products.
- Work with customers to outline required product specifications.
EXPERIENCE:  Three (3) years experience in product design.  Knowledge of 
basic manufacturing processes and MRP/ERP systems.  Ability to read and interpret 
technical drawings and schematics.  Familiarity with 3D modeling (SolidWorks 
preferred).  Good communication skills, both written and verbal.  MS Office 
knowledge.  
EDUCATION:  Min. AAS degree in mechanical design or related field.
SALARY:  To be determined based on skills/experience.

Pengo offers competitive wages plus a complete benefits package. 
Please send or email resume to Connie Groat,

Pengo, 500 E. Hwy 10, Laurens, IA  50554  or  cgroat@pengoattachments.com
Physical and drug screen required upon hire.  Pengo is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Downtown Laurens, Iowa     
712-841-6986 

Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. - Open @ 2:00 p.m.

Sat.- Open @ 10:00 a.m.
Sun. - Open @ noon

Laurens Kiwanis Club Presents...  

tom steinkoenig's 
"sentimental swing" 

10-piece big band 
featuring vocalist Bob Fields (Frank Sinatra 
sound-alike) and "Silk Stockings” vocal trio  

April 29, 2013 from 7 to 9 p.m.  
Request your favorite songs.  

Free dance lessons at 6 p.m. by 
Harold Olesen, Instructor.  

Dust off your dancing shoes or come to 
listen and tap your toes.  

Adults - $7.50  Students - $5, Pre-school & Under - Free 
Laurens-Marathon School Old Gym   

Help Support Local Community Projects.  

For more info, contact Dale Frantz at 
(712) 841-2376. Tickets available from any 

Kiwanis member or at the door! 
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Why Iowa’s 
Quality Rating 
System Is Good 
For All Child 
Development 
Homes
By: Tom Copeland

Today Paula, a typical Iowa parent, 
is looking for child care for her new 
baby.  She wants a high quality program 
that will enable her child to be ready 
for school. With so many child care 
programs to choose from, how can she 
fi nd the best program for her child?
     It’s not an easy task. Every child care 
program she has talked to describes 
themselves as offering high quality. 
Who should she believe? How can she 
distinguish one program from another?
     Iowa’s child care licensing rules 
set a minimum standard of quality 
that thousands of child care programs 
have met. There is an exceptionally 
high quality national accreditation 
standard (administered by the National 
Association for Family Child Care), that 
only a few programs have met. 
     Where can Paula go to see objective 
quality rankings of hundreds of child 
development homes?
     The Iowa Quality Rating System 
(QRS).
     QRS is a rating system that assesses 
child development homes (and licensed 
child care centers and school based 
programs). The primary goal of this 
program is to increase the quality of 
child care. It is also designed to increase 
parent understanding and demand for 

higher quality early care and education 
programs. Iowa is one of more than 22 
states with a QRS program.
     Why You Should Participate
     In my opinion, all child development 
homes should participate in the QRS 
program because of the many benefi ts it 
offers. 
   1) QRS will increasingly become a tool 
parents will use to identify high quality 
child care programs and compare one 
program with another. The higher your 
rating, the more you can use it to market 
your program and attract new families. 
Although many parents are not aware of 
QRS now, this will change over time.
   2) QRS does set objective standards 
for quality child care that all caregivers 
should aspire to. Some caregivers 
complain that the rating system does 
not accurately refl ect the true quality 
of their program. If you are now at full 
enrollment and your current parents are 
happy with your program, unfortunately 
this doesn’t necessarily mean you operate 
a high quality program. Although QRS 
may have fl aws in how it measures 
quality, it’s the only rating system in 
town and it does refl ect best practices in 
the fi eld.
   3) QRS will allow homes to compete 
with child care centers on a more level 
playing fi eld. A three-star home will be 
able to say that their quality is equal 
to a three-star center and of better 
quality than a two-star center. This will 
increasingly become a useful tool to 
use in advertising and promoting your 
program.
   4) There are fi nancial rewards for 
achieving each higher level of quality. 
You can use these achievement bonuses 
to help you improve the quality of your 
program. The items you buy are also tax 
deductible!
     Some homes have resisted 
participating in the QRS program 

because of the requirement they join 
the Food Program. You will always be 
better off fi nancially if you join the Food 
Program! It represents about $500 or 
$1,100 per child per year in additional 
income to you. Although Food Program 
reimbursements are taxable income, you 
can still deduct all the meals and snacks 
you serve the children, including those 
you are reimbursed for! After paying 
taxes on Food Program income, you will 
always have more money left in your 
pocket than before joining the Food 
Program.
     Are there complaints about QRS? 
Yes. Some homes don’t like all of the 
paperwork, training requirements, 
and low fi nancial rewards. These are 
legitimate concerns. 
     But, I recommend that you look at 
the big picture and see how the QRS 
system that ranks homes according to 
objective standards of quality is good 
for you and for the fi eld of child care. 
It will spur more and more homes to 
increase their quality. It will be used as a 
benchmark by parents as they choose a 
caregiver for their child. 
     If Paula can’t identify high quality 
from low quality in her child care 
search, she is more likely to choose the 
cheaper care. When she is choosing from 
programs that are ranked by quality, she 
will choose the highest quality of care 
she can afford. 
     As the Iowa QRS program grows 
over time, it will become easier for Paula 
to shop with more confi dence that she 
is getting what she pays for. Quality, not 
price will drive her decision.
     Tom Copeland is the nation’s leading 
expert on the business of family child 
care: www.tomcopelandblog.com
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Garden 
Extravaganza 
April 13
 
     You are invited to the Garden 
Extravaganza Saturday, April 13, at 
the Pocahontas Expo Center located 
at the Pocahontas Fairgrounds from 
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  Admission is 
only $3.00 at the door and children 
are free. 
     The Garden Show will feature 
local experts sharing their gardening 
expertise, businesses selling the 
latest in plant varieties and garden 
décor, garden tips, and educational 
handouts.  There will be drawings 
for door prizes throughout the 
day.   Lunch will be served by the 
Pocahontas Garden Club for $5.00 
from 11:00-1:30 PM.
     There will be two informational 
presentations.  At 9:15 AM our 
fi rst speaker, Kyle Scheidegger, 
Operations Supervisor, 
Pocahontas County 
Conservation will give 
a presentation on “tree 
planting and pruning”.   At 
10:30 AM, Denny Schrock, 
Ph.D., I.S.U. Master 
Gardener Coordinator will 
discuss ‘Waterwise Wowers’: 
Drought-tolerant perennials 
for the Midwest.   
     Exhibitors this year 
include:  Bunda Seed 
Farm & Zuetlau Seeding-
Pocahontas; Farm & 
Home-Pocahontas; From 
Miry Clay Pottery-Dayton; 

Gilmore Garden Center-Gilmore 
City; Green Gables Greenhouse & 
Landscaping-West Bend; Iowa Lakes 
Community College-Emmetsburg; 
Klocko’s Kreations-Pocahontas; 
Pocahontas Chamber of Commerce; 
Pocahontas County Conservation; 
Pocahontas Garden Club; Pocket 
of Posies-Albert City; Princess City 
Floral & Gifts-Pocahontas; Radon 
Mitigation-Ida Grove; Rhythm and 
Blooms Greenhouse-Pocahontas; 
Rolfe Flower Bin-Rolfe; Thistle 
Down Nursery-Lake View; Tony’s 
Crafts-Algona; Town & Country 
Floral-Laurens and Yard ‘n Garden-
Auburn.  The Pocahontas County 
Conservation will have a hands-on 
make and take workshop.  
     This event is sponsored by 
the Pocahontas County Master 
Gardeners and I.S.U. Extension & 
Outreach.  Come join us for a day of 
learning, excitement and fun!

Hawaii comes 
to the AC Public 
Library 
Thursday, April 11, at 7pm, 
Polynesian Paradise Dancers will 
perform at the Albert City Public 
Library.  Learn about Hawaii, see the 
ancient art of Hawaiian Dance, learn 
about Hawaiian culture including 
its history and language. The 
Polynesian Paradise Dancers present 
a vibrant, high-energy, and authentic 
Polynesian Dance Show that is 
enjoyable for the whole family.  The 
audience will have the opportunity 
to learn not only about the culture, 
but they will be able to participate 
in a real hula lesson and learn the 
meaning behind the movements.  
The Dancers have entertained 
and educated audiences of all ages 
throughout the U.S. and abroad.   
Over the years, the company has 
had the honor of sharing the hula 
and other cultures of Polynesia 
with thousands of Americans 
including dignitaries and celebrities.  
Past performances include high-
profi le events, movie premiers 
and television.  The Polynesian 
Dancers have performed in 30 
states including Hawaii as well as 9 
international tours featuring multiple 
tours to Japan, China, the Marshall 
Islands and Guam.   Come wearing 
your favorite Hawaiian-print shirt (if 
you have one) or bright colors and 
have fun learning about our nation’s 
50th state!  Special Hawaiian-style 
treats will be served after the show.   
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Pocahontas County Democrats Off-Year Caucus 

County Bi-Annual Organizational Meeting 

Thursday, April 11,2013 
                     Pocahontas County Court House  
                     Meeting Room (first floor)  

6:00 p.m.  – Chili Supper
                     Free will offering  

7:00 p.m. – Caucus Begins 
                    Tom Grau, Speaker  
                    Pocahontas County  
                    Development Director 
                       
Questions:  Call County Chairperson, 
                    Dick Gruber:  335-3249 

street superintendent wanted

The City of Laurens is accepting applications for 
Street Superintendent.  Duties include maintenance 

of streets & alleys, solid waste, and weekend call. 
Applicant must have valid driver’s license and ability 

to obtain Class B CDL within 30 days.  Must have ability 
to obtain various water and sewer licenses within fi rst 
year of employment.  Heavy Equipment and engine 
knowledge desired but not necessary.    Applicant 

must meet residency requirement.  Excellent benefi t 
package.  Salary/DOQ.  

Applications available at Laurens City Hall, 
272 N 3rd St, Laurens, IA.  Applications will be 

accepted until 5 pm April 15.

Northwest 
Telephone 
Cooperative 
Association Notice 
of 50th Anniversary 
Annual Meeting of 
Members 
The Annual Meeting of the Members 
of the Northwest Telephone 
Cooperative Association will be held 
at the school gym in West Bend, 
Iowa at 7:00 PM, (with dinner 
served from 6:00-6:45 P.M. before 
the business meeting) on Thursday, 
April 11th, 2013, to take action 
upon the following matters.
   1. Report of offi cers, directors and 
committees;
   2. The election of two (2) directors 
of the cooperative for a term of three 
(3) years each;
   3. All other business that may 
legally come before the meeting or 
any adjournment of adjournments 
thereof.
     In Connection with the election 
of Directors scheduled for this 
meeting, the following members have 
been nominated for Directors, by the 
nominating committee, appointed 
by the Board of Directors of the 
Cooperative pursuant to the by-laws.
     THREE YEAR TERM (Two to 
be elected). Havelock Area: Ronald 
Lampe, Pat McCartan. Plover Area: 
Dave Krischel.
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April 11 - Golf with Storm Lake St. 
Mary’s at Laurens at 4 p.m., girls & 
boys JV & V.
April 12 - Professional Development-
no school; Golf with East Sac 
County at Sac City at 4 p.m., girls & 
boys JV & V.
April 13 - IHSMA Solo/Ensemble 
Festival.
April 15 - Golf with Newell/Fonda 
at Newell at 4 p.m., girls & boys 
JV & V; 8th Grade Student/Parent 
Meeting at 7 p.m. in the Media 
Center; Laurens City Council will 
meet at 5 p.m. at City Hall; Curbside 
Recycling-be sure to have your 
recyclables to the curb early.
April 16 - Girls Track, PAC/PP 
Relays at Pocahontas at 5 p.m.; Boys 
Track, Spirit Lake Relays at Spirit 
Lake at 5 p.m.; Golf with SE Webster 
Grand at Laurens at 4 p.m.

Thank You!
Laurens Care Center would like to send a big THANK YOU out to everyone 
that brought in baked goods and to everyone that came in and helped us raise 
money for activities for the residents! The residents and staff are very thankful 
for everyone’s help! 

Laurens Women's 
Club to Meet 
The Laurens Women’s Club will 
meet Friday, April 12 at 1:30 p.m. 
at the Laurens Public Library. The 
program will be “Songs of the Civil 
War” presented by Joyce Rigby 
and Grace Hertz . Members of the 
serving committee will be Elaine 
Harriman and Jan Grossnickle. 
Joyce Rigby will give “A Moment in 
History”. The hostess for the meeting 
will be Carol Hoffman.
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Bridal Shower
A come and go bridal shower for 
Amanda Skog, bride-elect of Jorgen 
Johnson, will be held on Saturday, 
April 13th at Our Savior's Lutheran 
Church in Albert City beginning 
at 2:00 p.m.  There will be a short 
program at 2:30.  
     Amanda is the daughter of Dale 
& Diane Skog, Albert City.  Jorgen is 
the son of Dan & Esther Mullen of 
Fonda and Colin & Mary Johnson of 
Albert City.  
     They are registered at Straw Horse 
in Albert City and Target.

Card Shower for 
Marlene Schmidt's 
80thBirthday 

Marlene will be 80 years old on 
April 18th.  Cards may be sent to 
Marlene at 326 S. 2nd St., Laurens, 
IA 50554. 

Hospice Volunteer 
Training 
Opportunity 

Make a difference, Become a Hospice 
Volunteer! Volunteers are the heart of 
Hospice. Being a hospice Volunteer 
is very rewarding work.  Volunteers 
can provide many different types of 
support for terminally ill patients and 
their loved ones, in the communities 
we serve.
     A training program approved by 
Medicare and the national Hospice 
and Palliative Care Organization is 
required for all Hospice Volunteers.

Dates of Training
-Monday, April 29
-Tuesday, April 30
-Wednesday, May 1
-Thursday, May 2

     Training Sessions are 5pm to 
9pm at the Pocahontas Community 
Hospital.  A light meal will be 
provided.  Training sessions are Free. 
     If you are interested in becoming 
a Hospice Volunteer, please contact 
the Pocahontas Community Hospital 
Hospice offi ce at 712-335-3430.
     Deadline to register is Friday 
April 26th, 2013.

For Sale: 8 gun oak and glass dispay 
case $75.00, Proform Whirlwind 
Exercise Bike $75.00. 712-260-1520 

For Sale

Are you looking for someone to 
care for your pets when you're 
away for the week, weekend or just 
for the day? Call Theresa Sandvig at 
712-450-2419 with questions.

Services

Thank You
A big thank you to Connie's Country 
Curl for the Easter basket I won at 
the Laurens Easter Egg Hunt.  I can't 
wait to use these giant bubblemakers!

Gabe Blankenship

Baby Shower 
A come and go community baby 
shower for Pastor Tyler and Amy 
Whipkey will be held Saturday, 
April 13, 2013 from 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m. at the First Christian Church 
in Laurens.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend.  They are expecting a baby 
boy.  They are registered at Walmart 
and Target.

Land Auction - 660 Acres, 5 Tracts, 
Buena Vista, Pocahontas & Palo 
Alto Counties. Friday, April 26, 
10 AM, Laurens Country Club. 
midwestlandmanagement.com. 
Phone: 712-262-3110.

Announcements

Laurens Golf & Coutry Club 
special for Thursday, April 11 will 
be french dip with fries or salad. 
Public welcome!  The clubhouse 
starting at 5 p.m. 

For all your tilling needs, give Bob 
a call! (712) 845-2239.
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Help Wanted:
Due to a retirement, a position in the maintenance department has 
become available at approximately 20+ hrs per week, at Pleasant 

View Home in Albert City.  The person selected will be responsible for 
preventative maintenance, minor repairs, budgeting and supplies and 
other duties that may be assigned by the Administrator.  Maintenance 

person will frequently be called upon to perform duties involving 
twisting, bending, crawling, squatting, kneeling, and crouching.  

Outside work in both winter and summer will be required. Other 
duties as may be assigned.  Back ground check will be required as 

well as a physical. Stop by Pleasant View Home office and pickup an 
application.  Applications will be accepted until position is filled.  

For further details, please contact Beverly Mericle, 
Administrator, at 712-843-2237. 

Happy 100th Birthday, Dorie 
Gulbranson! 

Dorie Gulbranson will be celebrating her 
100th birthday on April 19.  Dorie was born 
in Laurens and has lived her whole life in the 
Laurens area, except for a few years during 
WWII, when she lived and worked in St. 
Louis.  
     She now resides at the Sioux Care Center 
in Sioux Rapids. She enjoys playing bingo 
and still loves watching CNN and keeping 
informed on all the political events.  Anyone 
who would like to send a card or special 
memory to Dorie, may do so at the Sioux 
Care Center, 702 Blake Street, Sioux Rapids, 
Iowa 50585.  The residents of the home 
will celebrate with Dorie with cake on her 
birthday.  Her nieces and nephews will 
celebrate at the nursing center on April 20. 
     Happy Birthday, Aunt Dorie!!!  Thank you so much for so many beautiful memories 
over the years.  We are so fortunate to still have you in our lives and love you so much.  
-Your nieces and nephews 
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Marge Waters is 
turning 90!
Happy 90th Birthday, Great 
Grandma!!

Love, 
Carter, Callie, Ayden & Emma

Announcements & Advertising

Thank you from Relay For Life!
“Get Your Boots On,” the kickoff event for American Cancer Society’s Relay For 
Life of Pocahontas County, was held on Friday, April 5th at the Silver Dollar 
Saloon in Laurens. There was a fun and very generous crowd on hand for this 
event. We raised more than twice as much money as we did last year! 
     The Relay For Life committee would like to thank the Silver Dollar Saloon 
for making us welcome and for the extra work they did to make space for us. 
     We’re also grateful to our vendors for being a part of our celebration. They 
are: Cindy Dubbert and Christy Ehn, Silpada; Denise Tedore, Pampered Chef; 
Amber Adamson, Scentsy; Sabrina Booth, Mary Kay; Brandi Schuttler and Erica 
Svuba, Origami Owl; and Jamey Gregerson, Thirty-One Gifts. These vendors 
also donated items for our raffl e, along with Heart ‘n’ Home, Renee’s Cakes and 
Things, Salvage Sisters, Relay For Life, Becky Braesch, II Unique, The Vintage 
Market, Cuts to Dye For and the Silver Dollar Saloon. Thank you all for your 
generosity! 
     A big thank you to Jack Links for the snacks. And many thanks to all of you 
who purchased raffl e tickets and products from our vendors or made any other 
type of donation. We were pleasantly surprised that we were able to sell our pink 
cowgirl hats for up to $20 each! 
     We had a great time celebrating less cancer and more birthdays, along with 
several local birthdays that night! 
     Please mark your calendars to come and celebrate with us again at our Relay 
on Friday, June 7th at Elbert Park in Pocahontas. For more details, go to: www.
relayforlife.org/pocahontascountyia.Thanks!

Thank you to Christy Ehn for the 
Silpada earrings I won at the Relay 
for Life Kickoff Event. I had a great 
time and really like my new earrings.

Joann Hopkins

Check Out this Week’s Ad 
by Clicking the Link Below!

Weekly Ad

Laurens, IA

Phone: (712) 841-4513
Store Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

http://adimages.nashfinch.com/storead.php?store=LAU
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Kids of All Ages 
Intrigued by Wolf 
Program 
Educators Jerry and Debbie Sanders 
dazzled the AC-T Elementary children 
and captured their interest in learning 
more about wolves.  They showed a 
video of a wolf pack in Yellowstone that 
captured the family oriented ways of 
the wolf, how they nurture and preserve 
their young, their hunting prowess, 
territorial marking, and playfulness.  
One video showed a coyote hunting 
a mouse under the snow.  With keen 
ears they can hear the sound of the 
mouse, when they are ready to pounce 
they jump high in the air and plunge 
straight down through the crusty snow 
and bingo…they have their mouse!  
This scene was played a few times for 
the children as it was very shocking 
and entertaining to watch.    Jerry and 
Debbie showed wolf and coyote pelts 
and paw prints for size comparison.  
The wolf is twice the size of the coyote. 
Wolves come in many colors and are 
named by their species color -Gray, 
Red, Black and White.  Gray is the 
most common, Red wolves- a smaller, 

Local News

distant cousin 
of the Gray, is 
gray-black with 
a reddish cast. 
Black wolves 
do not occur 
naturally in the 
wild.  They are 
a product of 
the breeding 
of a Gray wolf 
to a black dog. 
The mutation is 
dominant and 
is passed on to 
the majority of 
offspring.  White 
wolves are a 
subspecies of the 
Gray Wolf called Artic Wolves and are 
found in Northern Canada, Alaska, the 
Arctic and Greenland.  Jerry explained 
that wolves are small in the south and 
as you travel north across the continent, 
the size of the wolf increases until you 
reach Northern Canada and the Arctic 
and then the wolf size is generally 
smaller again.  Four different skulls 
were shown to compare size of a grizzly 
bear, wolf, coyote and fox, contrast of 
teeth structure, and to demonstrate the 
variance in the strength of the bite due 
to a bony structure at the top of the 
skull, that is large in the wolf, where 
the jaw muscles attach, giving the wolf 
much greater strength in its bite-1500 
pounds per square inch- twice that of 
a German Shepherd and much 
more than a bear.   The evening 
program brought the same intrigue 
as Jerry and Debbie presented 
their passion and love of wolves 
very enthusiastically for adults.  It 
was a stimulating program with 
a captivated audience.  After the 
program, refreshments were served 
and enjoyable conversation ensued.   
     If you are interested in 
contributing to the International 
Wolf Center to support the 

ambassador wolf 
program and continue 
the support of those 
who educate people 
about wolf populations 
around the world, 
send your donation 
to International Wolf 
Center, 3410 Winnetka 
Avenue N., Suite 101, 
Minneapolis, MN 
55427-2091.   If you are 
planning a vacation this 
summer, or any time of 
the year, you may want 
to consider visiting 
the International Wolf 
Center in Ely, MN 
where you can observe 

ambassador wolves Boltz, Luna, Aiden 
and Denali in a natural habitat, stare 
into their eyes, watch them feed and 
engage with each other and just be in 
awe of these magnifi cent creatures. 
Be sure to bring your camera!  Such 
encounters can actually change the way 
we view the natural world and our level 
of responsibility to care for it.   
     The International Wolf Center is 
calling educators, wolf enthusiasts and 
conservation professionals to come 
together for the International Wolf 
Symposium October 10-13, 2013 in 
Duluth, MN to learn and respond to the 
evolving social and biological realities of 
wolves and humans at the crossroads. 
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Advertising 

Pocahontas  
Catholic School

Tuition assistance is available to all, based on need.

305 SW 3rd Street 
Pocahontas, IA 50574 

712-335-3603 
www.pokycatholic.org

OLSON-BIERI-CHRISTENSEN
D.D.S., P.C.

Linda Olson Bieri, D.D.S.
Steven Christensen, D.D.S.

P.O. Box 124•111 west main•Laurens, IA 50554
(712) 841-4930•fax (712) 841-4720•toll free (877) 849-1756

Satellite office
p.o. box 509•1724 hill ave•suite 100•spirit lake, ia 51360

(712) 336-9111
www.bieri-christensen-dds.com

Brown Ag Sales

Kristy Mather, C.P.A.
15204 450th St.

Laurens, IA 50554
Business Phone: (712) 845-2311

Fax: (712) 845-2311
E-mail: bo omln@ncn.net

The Bottom LineThe Bottom Line
Tax & Accounting ServicesTax & Accounting Services

•INTERNET ACCESS
•NON-SMOKING
•AIR CONDITIONED
•CABLE TV
•MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED

Lodge Inn Laurens
“Your Home Away From Home”

Reservations
Jayne Woodin   712.450.2411 www.lodgeinnlaurens.com

Jolliffe & Co.
Professional Tax & 

Accounting Services

101 South Third St.
P.O. Box 126
Laurens, IA 50554
Phone: (712) 841-2671
Fax: (712) 841-2673

1207 Hwy. 59 North
P.O. Box 438

Cherokee, IA 51012
Phone: (712) 225-6403

Fax: (712) 225-6404
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Local News

Changes to GED 
Testing Take Effect 
Soon
 
Your future is calling. With the GED 
test, anyone interested in earning a 
high school equivalency degree can 
answer the call.
     Starting in January 2014, there 
will be a new GED test. The current 
version of the GED test is expiring 
after December 13, 2013 and scores 
will expire too if students do not fi nish 
and pass the test by that date. Students 
are urged to fi nish testing as soon as 
possible to avoid re-taking parts of the 
test already passed. 
     Whether you are a former GED 
student or wanting to start studying 
for the GED, act now. 
     Don’t feel prepared to fi nish the 
GED test? Don’t worry—Iowa Central 
Community College can help! Even 
with a busy schedule, students can 
prepare, plan, and succeed. Call Ann 
Waynar at 515-574-1959 or 800-
362-2793 ext. 1959 to enroll in class. 
Or email Ann Waynar at waynar@
iowacentral.edu. Iowa Central has 
class locations in 8 counties to serve 
students and offers support needed to 
fi nish and pass the GED. Check out 
class locations on the Iowa Central 
website by searching for Adult Literacy. 
     Passing the GED test is the key 
to opening doors to college, a better 
job, and earning the respect you 
deserve. Don’t miss this chance to 
turn one small step into your next big 
opportunity in life. Finish your GED 
test by the end of 2013. 

At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
April 10, 2013 

I got a press release from musician ellen cherry last week.  She’s changed the name 
of her Iowa tour to the “Lucky Break Tour.”  She was injured pretty severely when 
rear ended in a car accident while touring Texas in February and feels pretty lucky 
to be healing enough to be out on tour again.  We’re so glad she’s going to be able 
to entertain us.  I’ve been listening to some of her songs on YouTube today and 
I’m getting really excited for this concert! Join us as she sings and plays her music 
Thursday, April 18 at 7 p.m.
     Our Elementary Library visits this month featured the book “My Heart Will Not 
Sit Down.”  This wonderfully illustrated book was inspired by the true story of a 
village in Cameroon that was so touched by the hunger in America during the Great 
Depression, that they collected what amounted to a fortune to them - $3.77 – to 
send to buy food for the children in New York City.  There are so many lessons in 
this book, I hardly knew where to start.  First, I gave them a brief snippet about the 
1930’s in America, and then showed them a world map so they could see where the 
village was located.  After I read the book, we discussed a bit about how one person 
can make a difference and help make the world a better place. I hope the kids love 
these Library visits as much as I do!
     This month is zipping by and our Writers Free for All will be this coming 
Monday, April 15th!  We cancelled last month because of confl icts in our schedules, 
so I imagine we’ll have lots to share.  Join us at 7 p.m. if you have an interest in 
writing.
     New fi ction this week includes: All I Did Was Shoot My Man by Walter Mosley, 
Damascus Countdown by Joel Rosenberg (CD book too!), Don't Go by Lisa 
Scotoline, Unintended Consequences by Stuart Woods, Chance by Karen Kingsbury 
and Starting Now by Debbie Macomber. In nonfi ction we received Banished : 
surviving my years in the Westboro Baptist Church by Lauren Drain and Brain on Fire: 
My month of madness by Susanne Cahalan.
     Keep clipping those coupons for our coupon exchange Saturday, April 20.  If you 
have any extra coupons you’d like to donate to this, just drop them at the library. If 
you want to learn more about couponing or share your tips, please join us at 10 a.m. 
     Our Book Club is dipping into the classics this month with Jack London’s “The 
Call of the Wild.” I’m a little ashamed to admit I’ve never read this one, so I’m glad 
to be closing that gap in my education. It’s a short little book, and we have quite a 
few copies, so stop by and pick one up so you can join our discussion Monday, 
April 22 at 7 p.m.

Every Monday that LM has school @ 10 a.m. - Tot Time 
April 15 at 7 p.m. - Writers Free for All 
April 18 7 p.m. - ellen cherry in concert!
April 18 at 10 a.m. - Building Futures Play Group (3rd Thursday)
April 20 at 10 a.m. - Coupon Swap!
April 22 at 7 p.m. - Book Club “The Call of the Wild” (4th Monday)
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Obituaries

Services Held for 
Marney Cooper
Marcillea “Marney” 
Cooper died peacefully 
on March 30, 2013.  
She was born on 
November 6, 1923 
in Laurens, Iowa and 
was the second of 
two children born to 
Harold and Bessie 
Rinehart.  She told 
many interesting 
stories while attending 
country school and 
then graduated from 
Laurens High School, Laurens, 
Iowa.  
     Marney met Jack Cooper, who 
turned out to be the apple of her 
eye, and they were married on 
November 9, 1941 and celebrated 
69 years of marriage before 
Jack’s death in 2010.  Over the 
years they raised three children, 
including two daughters and a 
son.  They resided in Laurens 
where they were dedicated 
members of the First Christian 
Church. Marney’s devoted church 
and community service was 
unsurpassed.  She truly was a 
loving and devoted wife, caring 
and doting mother, and a trusted 
and loyal friend.  Her passions 
included blue-ribbon baking and 
gourmet cooking which tingled 

the taste buds of family and 
friends.  
     Marney enjoyed the game 

of golf -- never 
hitting it very 
far but always 
right down the 
middle of the 
fairway -- saving 
Jack many times 
in their 2-ball 
tourneys!  She 
enjoyed traveling 
with Jack to 
their weekend 
golf outings and 
participating 
with couples 

locally and in neighboring towns.  
Marney never met a stranger, thus 
their many friends.
     Although missing her Iowa 
roots, Marney and Jack moved 
to San Marcos, CA upon his  
retirement.  They joined the 
United Church of Lake San 
Marcos and Lake San Marcos Golf 
and Country Club and quickly 
acquired new friendships but 
never forgot those from the past.  
Shortly after Jack’s death, Marney 
moved to Brookdale Place, an  
assisted living center.  After several 
months, Marney was known by 
her “good morning greetings” and 
pleasant smile.  It would please 
her most when people would tell 
her how nice it was that she spoke 
to them.  She loved playing bingo 

twice a week, scrabble games and 
most card games.  
     Marney is survived by her 
daughters, Jackie Evett of Irvine, 
CA, and Peggy (Frank) Morse 
of Tampa, FL, and son, Chuck 
(Sunny) Cooper of Tamuning, 
Guam, ten grandchildren and 
fi fteen great grandchildren.  
     She was preceded in death by 
her husband, parents and brother.
     Services were held at 10a.m. on 
Monday, April 8, 2013 (viewing 
was from 9:00 a.m. -10:00 a.m.) 
at Eternal Hills Memorial Park, 
Oceanside, CA., followed by a 
Celebration of Life and luncheon 
buffet at Lake San Marcos 
Country Club, Lake San Marcos, 
CA.  

Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.thepapernow.com

100% User 
Generated Content!

Subscribe and 
Submit TODAY!
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Church 

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Fri., April 12th   
Men’s Bible Study @ 7a .m.

Sun., April 14th  
Sunday School @ 9:15 a.m.
Fellowship @ 9:30a .m.
Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Choir performs

Mon., April 15th   
Experiencing God Bible Study 
@ 6 p.m.

Wed., April 17th    
Book Club @ 10 a.m.
Staff meeting @ 10 a.m.
Leadership @ noon at Pizza Ranch
Ad. Council @ 8:15 p.m.

Wednesday, April 10, 2013
4:30PM ~ Confi rmation
5:30PM ~ Ch. Ed./Youth Mtg.
7:00PM ~ Choir practice

Sunday, April 14, 2013
9:15AM ~ Coffee Fellowship
9:15AM ~ Sunday School & My 
Bible Class
9:30AM ~ Adult Sunday School
10:30AM ~ Worship
4:00PM ~  Laurens Care Center 
Worship

Wednesday, April 17, 2013
4:30PM ~ Confi rmation 
7:00PM ~ Council Mtg.

Thursday, April 18, 2013
9:00AM ~ Morning Circle
2:00PM ~ Afternoon Circle

Worship, Love, 
Accept~Together in Christ’s 

Name

Sacred Heart 
Church Laurens
Clustered w/ St. 
Joseph Church - 
Sioux Rapids
HOLY WEEK MASS SCHEDULE
Sacred Heart
Good Friday, Noon
Easter Vigil,  Saturday, 8:00 PM
Easter Sunday, 8:30 AM

Cluster Parishes
St. Joseph, Sioux Rapids
Holy Thursday, 7:00 PM
Good Friday, 7:00 PM
Easter Sunday Mass, 10:30 AM 
St. Louis, Royal
Holy Thursday, 7:00 PM
Good Friday, 5:00 PM
Easter Vigil, 8:00 PM
Easter Sunday Mass, 8:30 AM 
     

This Week at First Christian Church
Wednesday, April 10   
7:30 p.m Lydia Group—Hostess  - Shirley Martin; Study-  Marilyn Williams

Thursday, April 11 
7:00 p.m. Pastoral Relations Committee Meeting

Saturday, April 13   
2 - 4 p.m. “Come and Go” Baby Shower for Amy and Tyler Whipkey

Sunday, April 14  
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship   
10:45 a.m. Children’s Church       
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Extension News & Advertising

“LAST” Chance 
Private Pesticide 
Applicator 
Training 
Recertifi cation 
Course Available
Iowa State University Extension and 
Outreach, Pocahontas County will be 
offering the “LAST” Chance private 
pesticide applicator continuing 
instructional course on Friday, 
April 12 at 1 pm and on Monday, 
April 15 at 9 am. To register, contact 
Dianne Dirks at 712-335-3103 or 
dianned@iastate.edu.

Pocahontas 
Garden 
Extravaganza
Blooming plants, shrubs, garden 
displays, water features…  No matter 
what the weather might be outside 
on April 13th, the atmosphere will be 
“Spring” at the Garden Extravaganza 
at the Pocahontas Expo Center!  This 
will be the seventh annual garden 
show hosted by the Pocahontas 
County Master Gardeners and the 
ISU Extension Service.  Doors are 
open from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM and 
will feature 23 exhibitors with items 
to sell and on display.  A fee of $3.00 
per person will be charged to help 
defray expenses, kids are free.  Door 
prizes, donated by the exhibitors, will 
be given from 9:30-12:30.  
     There will be seven area 
greenhouses and fl ower shops with 
displays, three garden supply and 
décor shops, a pottery vender, the 
local Chamber of Commerce, and 
four educational displays.  The 
Garden Extravaganza is a popular 
event in Pocahontas with over 400 
people attending in the past!
     The Pocahontas County 
Extension Service will offer many free 
educational materials, and Master 
Gardeners will be available to answer 
gardening questions.  There is an 
active group of 30 Master Gardeners 
in the County who have planned the 
garden show and participated in the 
Pocahontas Beautifi cation project.   
The Beautifi cation project creates an 
inviting and welcoming entrance to 

the community with 120 planters 
that line the main street and business 
fronts in Pocahontas.  Grant money, 
fundraisers and many hours of work 
by the Master Gardeners and the 
Garden Club started the project
     The Pocahontas County 
Conservation Service will also offer 
educational materials as well as a fun 
activity for kids of all ages.  You will 
be able to make a free take home 
craft at the Garden Show.  
     Another feature of the garden 
show is two educational presentations 
held next door at the Fair Offi ce.  
The times and topics include: 9:15, 
Pruning Trees and Shrubs by Kyle 
Scheidigger, Pocahontas County 
Conservation, and 10:30, "Waterwise 
Wowers: Drought-tolerant Perennials 
for the Midwest" presented by 
Denny Schrock, Ph.D., Iowa 
State University Master Gardener 
Coordinator
     Be sure to make the trip to 
Pocahontas on April 13 to enjoy 
a spring day with other garden 
enthusiasts!

2013 Pocahontas 
County Fair 
Market Sheep 
Weigh-In
All market lambs that will be 
exhibited at the 2013 Pocahontas 
County Fair must be weighed in 
on Saturday, April 13 from 9:00 
a.m. – 11:00 a.m. at the Pocahontas 
County Fair Grounds.  If you have 
any questions regarding weigh-in, 
please contact the ISU Extension & 
Outreach Offi ce at 712-335-3103.

Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.thepapernow.com

100% User 
Generated Content!
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Extension News

2013 Pocahontas 
County Swine 
Derby Weigh-In
Several volunteers helped make the 
swine derby weigh-in run smoothly 
Saturday, March 30 in Pocahontas.  
The Pocahontas County Swine Derby 
Show will be held during the Swine 
Show July 19.  

2013 Summer 
Camps
A unique set of Summer 2013 
design camps are coming to the ISU 
Extension and Outreach Region 6 
counties in a partnership with the 
Iowa State University College of 
Design.  Both design camps, held the 
week of June 11-14, 2013, will be held 
at Buena Vista County Extension and 
Outreach located in the Prairie Lakes 
AEA Building, 824 Flindt, Storm 
Lake.  The registration information is 
coming, so please hold the date, but 
also let your local Pocahontas County 
Extension staff know of your interest 
by calling 712-335-3103 or email 
lzeman@iastate.edu
     Explore Design! Tuesday, June 11, 
2013 is a one day camp for students 
entering 7th, 8th and 9th grades. This 
camp uses hands-on design projects to 
introduce students to the fun of design 
and creativity. The camp fee provides 
a workshop teaching students design 
thinking through creative exploration 
of the materials, tools, and technology 
of design. Students will learn how to 
express their ideas both visually and 
verbally through sketches, critiques, 
discussions, and a gallery show for 
friends and family.
     Our second three-day design 
workshop is Design Innovation. This 
workshop is for students entering 
10th grade through recent high school 
graduates. Design Innovation 
June 12-14, 2013 will introduce 
students to careers and lifelong 
opportunities in design. The camper 
fee covers participant studio activity 
costs and transportation for young 
designers to travel and interact with 

local artists, explore educational and 
professional paths in art and design, 
and practice some design of their 
own through a series of  hands-on 
exercises modeled after the ways in 
which designers work. Sessions explore 
a range of art and design disciplines, 
including studio art, graphic design, 
interior design, architecture, landscape 
architecture, and urban planning.
     In addition to introducing these 
disciplines and career paths, the hands-
on projects expose students to design 
studio culture; typical design processes 
that address conceptual, aesthetic, 
environmental and functional issues; 
independent critical thinking skills; 
and collaborative design work. 
The workshop culminates in a 
public exhibit, designed by student 
participants, featuring the work 
produced during the two-day event. 
     Specifi c activities include tours 
of offi ces and studios, question-and-
answer sessions with practitioners and 
educators, two- and three-dimensional 
design explorations, and a fi nal exhibit 
of student work with response from 
local art and design professionals.
     The registration fee includes lunch 
and breaks each day, transportation 
for tours, all required art supplies and 
a t-shirt. At the end of the workshop, 
participants will be able to take 
their work with them, along with a 
sketchbook and a “sketch set” that 
includes drawing pencils, graphite and 
erasers.
     The Explore Design Workshop 
will be held Tuesday, June 11; and the 
Design Innovation Workshop will be 
held Wednesday through Friday, 
June 12-14, 2013. Students should 
plan to be at the Storm Lake Buena 
Vista County Extension offi ce from 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. each day.
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Extension News

2013 Pocahontas 
County Fair
The Pocahontas County Fair will be held 
starting Wednesday, July 17 with the 4-H/
FFA Dog Show and concluding with the 
Livestock Auction on Monday, July 22.  
The fair books are available online this year 
at www.extension.iastate.edu/pocahontas.  
Paper copies will not be mailed, if you do 
not have internet access and need a paper 
copy, stop at the Pocahontas County ISU 
Extension & Outreach offi ce to pick up a 
copy.  The fair book will be used for the 
2013, 2014, and 2015 fair so please save 
your book!  Updated schedules and any 
changes will be made each April.  4-H/FFA 
members must have their livestock identifi ed 
no later than May 15 and their livestock fees 
are due no later than June 21.   If you have 
any questions, please feel free to contact the 
Extension & Outreach offi ce at 712-335-
3103.

ISU Extension to 
host a program on 
Aronia Berries  
Research has shown that the aronia berry has 
more antioxidant power than other fruits 
including grapes, elderberries, blueberries, 
cranberries, raspberries, blackberries, prunes, 
cherries, bananas, oranges, apples and pears. 
Studies have shown that antioxidants help 
reduce the risk of cancer, heart disease, 
infl ammation, diabetes, bacterial infections 
and neurological diseases in humans. They 
also slow the aging process.  
     Join us on April 23rd from 6:30-8:30pm 
at the ISU Webster County Extension 
and Outreach Offi ce, Fort Dodge, IA as 
guest speaker Larry Turner from Winding 
Creek Gardens shows you how to get 
started growing Aronia Berries!  For more 
information or to reserve a seat for the 
program, call Mary Jo Wagner at 515-576-
2119.
 

Grocery Shopping 
with Kids
Shopping with my 3 year-old son, 
Parker, is always an adventure. One of 
the stores I shop at has carts that have 
steering wheels where he sits and another 
has a ‘car’ attached to the front of the 
cart that he can sit in. Both of these keep 
him entertained because he pretends 
like he is driving. This is nice because it 
cuts down on the whining and wanting 
to buy everything. The downside to 
these carts is that they are big and take 
up more space going thru the aisles. 
Sometimes it is worth it, though!
     In addition to the ‘car’ carts, one of 
the stores also has little carts that the 
kids can push. I’m not so sure about this 
idea as a parent. Let’s just say I’ve held 
my breath a few times hoping that all 
of the cans he ran into would not fall. 
Only a few cans have fallen so far! I’ve 
also had a few bruises on the back of my 
legs where he ran into me. I’m usually 
frantically trying to make sure he doesn’t 
hit anyone else. Thankfully he hasn’t run 
into anyone else yet! And lastly, when 
he is pushing his own cart, and not 
confi ned to the child seat in the larger 
cart, he can grab lots of stuff off the 
shelves! Funny thing was the other day 
Parker informed me, “Dad doesn’t let me 
drive the little cart when I go shopping 
with him.” Imagine that!
     Sometimes I do make it to the store 
without taking Parker, but that isn’t 
always possible. And he needs to learn 
how to act while in a store. In addition, 
grocery stores can be great places to 
teach kids. They are a place to learn 
about good nutrition, but kids can also 
learn about numbers, colors, and shapes. 
The University of Maine Cooperative 
Extension has a great publication on 

shopping with children. Here are some 
of the tips they share.
   1. Plan to go to the store with your 
child when you have plenty of time and 
the store is not crowded. 
   2. Plan shopping trips when your 
child is not tired or hungry. Or bring a 
nutritious snack for him to eat during 
the shopping trip. 
   3. Discuss your rules before you enter 
a store. Remind your child to stay close 
to you. Also, set ground rules about 
what is acceptable to put in the cart. 
Discussing acceptable behavior before 
going into the store can save a lot of 
headache later on. 
   4. Give your child a job. For example, 
ask her to help pick out fi ve oranges or 
three tomatoes. Or let her choose if you 
get apples or pears. Kids who help pick 
out fruits and vegetables are more likely 
to eat them. Older children may like to 
hold onto the grocery list and cross off 
the items as you put them in the cart. 
   5. Set positive limits. When your child 
does something you do not want him to 
do, instead of reacting with a negative 
limit, such as “don’t throw the oranges 
on the fl oor,” tell your child what is 
expected in a positive way, such as “Keep 
the oranges in the bin.” 
   6. Make the shopping trip a learning 
experience. Keep kids entertained by 
asking them questions and having them 
searching for items. Teach toddlers about 
touch by asking how different items feel, 
like the skin of an apple or if the milk is 
warm or cold. Teach preschoolers about 
colors by asking them to point out items 
of different colors like the green peas 
or the cereal in the yellow box. Have 
school-age children look at the labels 
and compare items based on nutrition. 
What tips do you have for making 
grocery shopping trips enjoyable for 
both kids and parents?
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Extension News

2012 Drought 
May Mean Less 
Nitrogen Needed 
for 2013 Corn
The drought of 2012 has likely 
increased the carryover of nitrate-
nitrogen (nitrate-N) into the 
2013 season, according to fi eld 
agronomists with Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach. 
In addition to less nitrogen being 
used by last year’s crop, the reduced 
rainfall in 2012 resulted in less 
nitrate leaving the soil through 
leaching and de-nitrifi cation (loss 
by gas into the atmosphere).
     “It is common for about 40 to 
50 pounds of nitrogen per acre to 
carry over from one season to the 
next, but soil samples taken in the 
fall of 2012 indicate that we have 
fi elds this year that may have over 
100 pounds per acre of nitrogen 
carried over from last year,” said 
Jim Fawcett, ISU Extension fi eld 
agronomist. “This provides farmers 
with the opportunity to cut their 
nitrogen rates this spring unless we 
have an unusually wet spring.”
     Sample Soils this Spring
Rather than just guessing how 
much nitrate-N has carried over 
from last year, Fawcett recommends 
that growers pull some soil samples 
this spring to estimate the carryover. 
Before any spring nitrogen is 
applied, take the following steps to 

estimate nitrate-N carryover:
   1. Pull 1-foot soil samples to 
at least a 2-foot depth (0-1 foot 
and 1-2 foot) before the spring 
N is applied. A 3-foot depth is 
preferable. Pull 15-30 cores per 
sample on an area of no more than 
10 to 20 acres. Mix thoroughly and 
send a subsample (standard soil 
sample size) to the lab to test for 
nitrate. Multiple samples per fi eld 
should be collected. 
   2. Take the soil test result (ppm 
nitrate-N) times 4 to calculate 
pounds per acre of N. 
   3. Add up the N in each foot and 
subtract the “normal” carryover 
N (40 pounds per acre for 2 foot 
depth and 50 pounds per acre for 3 
foot depth). 
   4. Subtract the carryover N from 
your usual N rate. 
   5. Regardless of lab results, apply 
no less than 50 pounds per acre if 
no N has been applied, to account 
for fi eld variability. 
     “If farmers are not able to do the 
soil sampling, I would recommend 
that they at least cut back their 
nitrogen rates to be on the low 
end of the range of recommended 
rates,” said Fawcett. “If we fail to 
account for this carryover nitrogen 
and put on a full nitrogen rate this 
spring, it may result in increased 
nitrate losses in 2013 and future 
years.”
     One tool available to calculate 
nitrogen rates for corn is the corn 
nitrogen rate calculator found at 
http://extension.agron.iastate.
edu/soilfertility/nrate.aspx. For 

more information, contact your 
ISU Extension and Outreach fi eld 
agronomist; fi eld agronomists are 
listed at http://www.extension.
iastate.edu/ag/fi eld-agronomists.
ISU Extension and Outreach 
resources for crop-related issues 
during a drought can be found on 
the Dealing with Drought - 2013 
website, at www.extension.iastate.
edu/topic/recovering-disasters. 
Current ISU Extension and 
Outreach crop news is available 
from Integrated Crop Management 
News, an online newsletter, at 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/
cropnews/.
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March 28, 2013 

The Utility Board of Trustees of Laurens, Iowa met in regular session at the Municipal Building, 272 N. 
Third Street, Laurens, Iowa, at 11:30 a.m. on the above date.  Present were Trustees Richard Main, 
Ben Storms and Jerry Runneberg.  Also present was General Manager Chad Cleveland. 

The agenda for the March 28, 2013 meeting stands approved as presented. 

The minutes from the February 26, 2013 meeting were previously distributed to the Board and stand 
approved as recorded. 

Motion by Trustee Storms and seconded by Trustee Runneberg to approve the list of bills for February, 
2013 in the amount of $573,220.56.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

AFLAC       Insurance premiums   $          419.76 
Alliant Energy      Natural gas bill   $          244.52 
Allied National      Insurance premiums   $          253.80 
Altair Advanced Industries    Supplies    $          785.74 
Aramark      Floor mats    $          130.94 
Avesis Third Party Administrators   Insurance premiums   $          115.05 
BBC America      Programming fees   $            22.78 
Big 10 Network     Programming fees   $          593.56 
Blue Cross Blue Shield    Insurance premiums   $       6,945.21 
Buena Vista Stationery    Supplies    $          605.27 
Century Link      Directory listings   $          210.16 
Certified Testing Services    Generation project   $       1,377.00 
Clay County Clerk of Court    Legal fees    $            25.00 
Cleveland, Chad     Meeting expenses   $            61.60 
Consortia Consulting     Consulting fees   $          750.00 
Department of Energy     WAPA energy bill   $     44,497.52 
DGR Engineering     Generation project   $       5,972.99 
Discovery Communications    Programming fees   $            41.28 
Display Systems International   Channel 2 equipment   $       1,558.95 
Echo Group      Supplies    $          828.97 
Employee Benefit Systems    Insurance administration  $          120.00 
Employee Benefit Systems    Self-funding    $            91.77 
ESPN       ESPN3.com    $            59.10 
Fox Sports North     Programming fees   $       1,475.54 
Fuchs Construction     Door replacement   $       2,180.00 
Grundman-Hicks, LLC    Generation project   $   227,024.77 
High Protech      Software upgrades   $          199.99 
HUB Television Networks    Programming fees   $            10.32 
ICMA Retirement     Employee payroll deduction  $          600.00 
IPERS       IPERS withholding   $       4,058.08 
Integrated Broadband Services   Modem provisioning   $          505.00 
Internal Revenue Service    Federal/FICA taxes   $       6,933.94 
Iowa Associations of Municipal Utilities  Energy Audits    $       1,000.00 
Iowa Department of Revenue    Property taxes    $            16.49 
Iowa Network Services    Transport fees    $          234.47 
Treasurer, State of Iowa    Iowa withholding tax   $       1,283.00 
Treasurer, State of Iowa    Iowa sales tax    $       8,564.00 
L-M Parents after Prom Committee   Donation    $          250.00 
Laurens, City of     February billing   $     76,008.15 
Laurens Food Pride     Supplies    $            32.07 
Laurens House of Print    Supplies    $          277.24 
Laurens Kiwanis     Kiwanis show    $            15.00 

LMPC Minutes
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Laurens Municipal Power & Communications Communications bill   $          234.31 
Laurens Municipal Utilities    Conservation/refunds   $          502.95 
Laurens Municipal Utilities    Utility bill    $            29.86 
Laurens Sun      Publications    $          261.99 
Long Lines      Communication services  $       4,879.78 
Long Lines      Internet services   $       3,269.00 
Messenger      Sponsorship ad   $            65.00 
Mid American Energy     Neal 4 operations   $     77,000.00 
NAPA Auto Parts     Supplies    $          110.43 
National Cable Television Cooperative  Programming fees   $     13,337.85 
Neustar, Inc.      Dues     $          301.59 
North Iowa Municipal Electric Cooperative  Power bill    $     37,175.42 
North Iowa Municipal Electric Cooperative  Transformer transport   $       2,324.83 
Northwest Communications    Transport fees    $          722.56 
Orange City Area Health System   Meeting registration   $            30.00 
OWN       Programming fees   $            21.44 
Payroll       Salaried, hourly & overtime  $     18,513.13 
PICS Telecom International    Supplies    $          119.53 
Pocahontas County Recorder   Recording fees   $            37.00 
Post Master      Postage    $          230.35 
Pro Cooperative     Fuel     $          667.33 
R.B. Lumber Company    Supplies    $            18.61 
Rebnord Technologies    Server backup    $            25.00 
RFD TV      Programming fees   $            10.92 
Secure Shred Solutions    Shredding    $            24.25 
Spencer Municipal Utilities    Programming/transport fees  $       1,772.62 
T. P. Anderson & Company    Audit fees    $          395.00 
TV Guide Networks     Programming fees   $          538.76 
Van Wert, Inc.      AMR meters    $     13,781.60 
Verizon      Wireless service   $          219.59 
Vision Specialties     Supplies    $          133.33 
Winkler, Donald Attorney    Legal fees    $            87.50 
           Total $   573,220.56 

The Trustees reviewed the Utility Funds Report.  No specific action was taken. 

Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Storms to approve and authorize payment of 
$234,270.04 to Grundman-Hicks, LLC for work completed on the Generation Project as presented by 
DeWild Grant Reckert and Associates as Pay Estimate No. 7.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

There being no further business, on motion and vote, the meeting adjourned at 1:15 p.m. 

         Richard Main    
         Chairman, Board of Trustees 
ATTEST: Chad Cleveland 

Secretary, Board of Trustees 
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The Laurens City Council met in regular session at the Municipal Building at 5:00 pm, April 1, 2013.  Mayor Rod 
Johnson called the meeting to order.  Present were Council members Ken Kunickis, Clarence Siepker, Rich Newgard, 
Gary Heuton, Steve Berry; City Manager, Barbara Smith; Public Works Director, Julian Johnsen; and Police Chief Chris 
Toner.   City Attorney, Ann Beneke arrived at approximately 5:15 pm. 

Mayor Johnson amended the agenda to change item #3 from a reading of the ordinance to a discussion and 
deleted item #4 and replaced it with Tom Madsen representing the Silver Dollar Saloon. 

Newgard motioned to approve the amended consent agenda, seconded by Heuton.  Ayes all; motion carried. 
Kunickis motioned to table the discussion of community service for a citizen as the City Attorney had not arrived 

for the meeting, seconded by Siepker.  Ayes all; motion carried. 
Berry motioned, seconded by Heuton to table the discussion of the Sister City Ordinance since the City Attorney 

had not arrived.  Ayes all; motion carried. 
Tom Madsen addressed the Council in regards to blocking off three parking spaces in front of their establishment 

as a large crowd is expected on April 5.  Heuton motioned, seconded by Berry to allow the Silver Dollar Saloon to block 
off three parking spaces to allow tables to be placed outside the establishment, provided their liquor license was amended 
to allow this.  Ayes all; motion carried. 

Smith discussed hiring Imagetek to provide a digital access to the City’s historical records.  Discussion was tabled 
until the next meeting when Imagetek will be present to answer any questions. 

Upon the arrival of the City Attorney, the City Council discussed item #2 on the agenda/community service of a 
citizen.  General decision of the Council was that the City of Laurens was not interested in offering a community service 
project to this individual. 

After further discussion of the previously tabled item #3 on the agenda, Kunickis motioned to table the discussion 
once again; seconded by Heuton.  Ayes all, motion carried. 

CLAIMS 04-01-13 

ALLIANT ENERGY UTILITIES 
                    
327.36  

ANGIE ZEMAN P O BOX 
                      
32.50  

ANN BENEKE LEGAL EXPENSES 
                    
508.00  

AVESIS INSURANCE 
                    
140.65  

BARB SMITH MILEAGE 
                      
61.13  

BARCO PRODUCTS CLOTHING 
                      
15.69  

BILL PIERSON ELEVATOR REPAIR 
                    
160.00  

BOLTON & MENK ENGINEERING FEES 
                 
7,377.37  

CITY OF MARATHON SNOW REMOVAL 
                 
1,200.00  

CORNWELL & CO AUDIT EXPENSE 
                 
2,080.00  

DANKO SUPPLIES 
                    
806.84  

DATA TECHNOLOGIES TRAINING 
                    
170.00  

ECHO GROUP PARTS 
                        
8.71  

HACH SUPPLIES 
                      
70.33  

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY CERTIFICATION 
                    
660.00  

LAURENS EQUIPMENT REPAIRS 
                    
326.07  

LMPC UTILITIES 
                    
315.86  

LMU UTILITIES 
                 
6,893.63  

LEE HAMILTON EQUIPMENT 
                    
141.05  

MET ANALYSIS 
                    
340.00  

MY LAURENS, INC ADVERTISING 
                      
30.00  

POC CO HUMANE SOCIETY ANIMAL CONTROL 
                    
200.00  

PRIME BENEFITS INSURANCE 
                      
87.50  
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PRINCIPAL LIFE INSURANCE 
                    
690.16  

STAPLES OFFICE SUPPLIES 
                      
44.98  
               
22,687.83  

PAYROLL 

001 GENERAL  
                 
3,308.71  

110 ROAD USE TAX 
                 
1,275.37  

600 WATER 
                 
1,762.36  

610 SEWER 
                 
1,738.40  

670 GARBAGE 
                 
1,620.21  

TOTAL PAYROLL 
                 
9,705.05  

REPORT TOTAL 
               
32,392.88  

Siepker motioned to adjourn at 5:50 pm, seconded by Kunickis.  Ayes all; motion carried. 

______________________________________   __________________________________________ 
Rod Johnson, Mayor      Attest:  Barbara Smith 

City Council Minutes

April 5, 2013 

The Laurens City Council met in special session at the Municipal Building at 12:00 pm, April 5, 
2013.  Mayor, Rod Johnson, called the meeting to order at 12:00 o’clock pm.  Present were Council 
members Clarence Siepker, Rich Newgard, Gary Heuton and City Manager Barb Smith. 

Councilman Newgard motioned to approve the renewal of the liquor license for The Reservation, 
seconded by Siepker.  Ayes all; motion carried. 

Heuton motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Siepker.  Ayes all motion carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 12:01 pm. 

__________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________ 

Rod Johnson, Mayor     Attest:  Barbara Smith 


