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Local News

Art Show at L-M School
The young artists of the Laurens-Marathon school offered some 
of their work during the recent music programs on April 24 and 
May 7.  They are taught by Katie Wenell.
     Third graders studied the famous Russian artist Wassily 
Kandinsky and produced watercolor pictures in his style.  These 
two were created by Ellie Potter and Emma Gregory.
     Dakota Kunz produced this eagle in eighth grade art.  
Wenell described it as "a mixed media collage made with 
watercolor, india ink, tempera paint, and oil pastels with resin 
on the eyes."

More coming next week, stay tuned! 
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Charger Pride/FIT Exercise Studio 3K/5K Color-A-Thon 

When: July 14th during Laurens Summer Celebration 

Registration 7:30 a.m. 
Start Time 8:00 a.m. 

 
Where: FIT Exercise Studio 

All Donations/Proceeds go to Charger Pride 

The donations Charger Pride received last year have helped in paying for the PBIS 
parties of a movie at the Rialto Theater in Pocahontas and bowling at Laurens 
Lounge & Lanes.  Charger Pride is fully funding the 8th grade graduation and 

offering a free yearbook for each Laurens-Marathon family.  We have purchased 
several common core curriculum items for different classrooms, learning 

websites, alternative seating, supplies for 100th day of school activities, physical 
education equipment, sheet music, art supplies, new books for the school library 

and classrooms, and so much more.  Together with your donations, we can 
continue to support our Laurens-Marathon students and staff. 
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Thompson To Run for House
Calhoun County native, attorney, and small business owner Jake Thompson has 
announced that he will seek election as State Representative for Iowa House District 10.  
All of Pocahontas County is within District 10.
     The son of a local corrections officer and a waitress, Thompson grew up on a farm 
outside Rockwell City.  He now practices law in Manson.
     After graduating from Rockwell City-Lytton High School, Thompson earned his 
bachelor’s degree and played football at Grinnell College in Grinnell, Iowa. He later 
went on to earn both a master’s degree and juris doctorate from the University of Iowa. 
Like many Iowans, Thompson benefited from his state’s excellent educational system and 
skilled teachers. He wants to ensure that the next generation has the same opportunity to 
succeed.
     Thompson is dedicated to fighting for the rights of rural middle class families like his 
own who have been consistently hurt by policies that prioritize corporations and groups with no ties to the local area.
      “Many in our community feel cheated by the legislature,” Thompson says.  “Iowa families should not have to lay awake 
at night worrying that the next bill to pass down in Des Moines will make things worse, not better.”
     Thompson will be unopposed for the Democratic nomination on the June primary ballot.  See https://www.
thompsonforiowahouse.com

 HOME IMPROVEMENT, INC.

 429 1st Ave S • Fort Dodge • 515-576-6301
 rojohns.com

 In business since 1937

 We might have worked for 
 your grandparents.

 We will be here to work for 
 your grandchildren.

 • Roofing • Siding
 • Gutter • All Storm Damage

 FREE
 ESTIMATES
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At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
May 16, 2018 

It’s been almost two years since Brad Wilkening first told me of his desire to start sharing 
his “Lessons of the Holocaust” in Iowa Libraries. In July of 2016, he first shared his 
message with our library patrons. Of the need for these lessons, Brad says, “I have found 
this topic to be more relevant now than ever before.  The violence, intolerance, bigotry, and 
hatred must come to an end or our very way of life will be threatened.  Bullying and 
indifference start at an early age, and we have a responsibility to help create a safer more 
caring environment.  We need to be upstanders and not bystanders in the face of evil.  My 
goal is to keep the lessons of the holocaust alive.  After this event we said "NEVER 
AGAIN," yet there are numerous places today where genocide is happening.  We as 
individuals must do our part to help humanity survive the inhumanity that some have 
toward others.  We cannot stand by while people are being tortured and killed for their 
differences, whatever they may be.  I hope this presentation will make us all better students, 
teachers, friends, and community members.” He will bring more “Lessons of the 
Holocaust” to our library at 7 p.m. on May 21st.

We have had such fun exploring our creative sides alongside our library patrons with the
classes sponsored by the Iowa Arts Council’s ALLI grant! There is a full class signed up for 
the photography workshop next week. We are all rather sad that they are almost finished! 
     A couple of the new novels we’ve received recently are Paper Ghosts by Julia Heaberlin 
and Hellfire Club by Jake Tapper. The following books were purchased by Lucille Beneke 
Ellson in memory of Rachel Roewe Morgan: Magnolia Table: A Collection of Recipes 
for Gathering by Joanna Gaines, and large print versions of The Light within Me; An 
Inspirational Memior by Ainsl Ernhardt and Love and Ruin by Paula McLain. We also 
ordered the latest Nicholas Sparks in large print with this memorial, but that won’t be 
released until October! 
     We received a great shipment of kids’ nonfiction Capstone books. These are the ones 
with the bright and beautiful photographs. We tried to select a wide variety of topics and 
reading levels. I did have to sneak in a couple fiction copies – how could I resist “Crabby 
Pants”?!
     Because of the holiday, Book Club will meet Tuesday, May 29 at 7 p.m. Our Book 
Club choice for May is The Art of Mending by Elizabeth Berg. I’m looking forward to 
reading a book by this popular author. I hope it’s a fast read, because I’m not sure when 
I’m going to squeeze it in!

COMING EVENTS
• Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.

• Free ALLI Photography Class May 21 1-3 p.m.
• Lessons of the Holocaust May 21 at 7 p.m.
• CLOSED for Memorial Day  May 26-28
• Book Club TUESDAY, May 29 at 7 p.m.
• Take it Tuesday - 1st Tuesday 6:30 p.m.

• “The House on Godwit” Author Talk & Book Signing with Robin Allen
Thursday, June 7 at 1 p.m.
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Cheers!

Gene Sernett is turning 90  
on May 19th!  

Please help him celebrate  
this special event   

by sending your greetings to him at  
513 Lake Street, Laurens, IA 50554

90th Birthday
Dorothy Sandvig, of Laurens, will celebrate her 
90th birthday on Saturday, May 26. 
     Cards may be sent to her at 305 Nelson St., 
Laurens, IA 50554.  
     Her family includes Ron and Sue Sandvig, 
Crofton, NE; Dennis Sandvig, and Al and 
Theresa Sandvig, all of Laurens; and Charlie and 
Carolyn Sandvig, of Fort Dodge.  
     She has 13 grandchildren, 20 great-
grandchildren and 3 great-great grandchildren.  

OPEN HOUSE
Join us for an Open House 

Saturday, May 19  
1-3 p.m.

310 3rd St. S, Albert City
Beautifully updated, 
4 bedrooms, 2 baths.  

2 attached, 1 detached 
garage. 1,722 sq ft
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Summer Ball Help Needed 

I have the following concession stand dates and times open: 

Thursday, May 24 5:30 P.M. 
Thursday, June 7 5:30 P.M. 
Monday, June 11 5:30 P.M. 

Wednesday, June 13 5:30 P.M. 
Thursday, June 14 5:30 P.M. 

I need umpires and people to run the scoreboard for all home boys’ and 
girls’ peewee games. 

Thursday, May 17th 7:30 P.M. (Girls) 
Monday, May 21 6:00 P.M. (Boys) 
Tuesday, May 22 7:30 P.M. (Girls) 

Thursday, May 24th 7:30 P.M. (Girls) 
Thursday, May 31st 7:30 P.M. (Girls) 
Monday, June 4th 7:30 P.M. (Boys) 

Thursday, June 7th 6:00 P.M. (Boys-Minors) 
Tuesday, June 12th 7:30 P.M. (Girls) 

Wednesday, June 13th 6:00 P.M. (Boys) 
Thursday, June 14th 7:30 P.M. (Girls) 

Please contact Allison Price at 314-413-6402 if you are able to help. 
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HAVELOCK AMVETS 
MEMORIAL DAY LUNCHEON

11 a.m. -1 p.m.
Monday, May 28

HAVELOCK AMVETS HALL 

HAMBURGER/PORK PATTIES
POTATO SALAD
BAKED BEANS

BARS
LEMONADE/WATER/COFFEE

FREE WILL DONATION

Laurens-Marathon School 
Summer Food Service 
Program
Laurens-Marathon Community Schools is participating in 
the Summer Food Service Program.  Meals will be provided 
to all children without charge and are the same for all 
children regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, age or 
disability, and there will be no discrimination in the course of 
the meal service.  Meals will be provided, Monday-Friday, 
June 4 – August 3, 2018 from 11 am– 12:45 pm daily, 
except no service on Wednesday, July 4, 2018. Food will be 
served at the L-M School cafeteria, 300 W Garfield St, 
Laurens, Iowa and the Marathon Community Center, 306 
W Attica St, Marathon, Iowa.
     To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete 
the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-
3027) found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_ 
filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter 
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the 
information requested in the form. 
     To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-
9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 

(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 

(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
Iowa Non-Discrimination Statement:  “It is the policy of

this CNP provider not to discriminate on the basis of race, 
creed, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national 
origin, disability, age, or religion in its programs, activities, or 
employment practices as required by the Iowa Code section 
216.6, 216.7, and 216.9.  If you have questions or grievances 
related to compliance with this policy by this CNP Provider, 
please contact the Iowa Civil Rights Commission, Grimes 
State Office building, 400 E. 14th St. Des Moines, IA 
50319-1004; phone number 515-281-4121, 800-457-4416; 
website: https://icrc.iowa.gov/.”
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Your Laurens Pool Project committee 
strongly feels that swimming is an important 
life skill that should be available to all 
children! 
     The bathing beauty below on the right 
is now the chairman of this committee, and 
would like to encourage you to make the 
most of your donation by giving generously 
now, while the Bellinghausen Challenge 
is in effect! For every dollar you give, the 
Bellinghausen Family will donate two. 
That means your hundred dollar donation 
will become three hundred! Your $1,000 
becomes $3,000!
     Donate now so you don’t have to be 
subjected to any more pictures of Glenda in 
a bathing suit!
     Drop your donation (and copies of 
pictures of you at the pool!) off at City Hall 
or send to: City of Laurens, 272 North 3rd 
Street, Laurens, IA 50554.
     For online donations, go to https://
www.youcaring.com/residents-of-
laurens-501476#.VroaM9qM6g4.facebook 
     Follow our Facebook page for more 
updates!

Services Held Recently for Dennis 
Hovinga

Dennis D. Hovinga – age 76, of Laurens, passed away 
on Wednesday, May 9, 2018, at the Iowa Methodist 
Medical Center in Des Moines surrounded by his wife and 
daughters. 
     Dennis Dean Hovinga was born September 29, 1941, 
at his home in Laurens, Iowa. He was the son of Simon 
and Golda (Shewmaker) Hovinga. He was the second of 
two boys. Denny attended school in Laurens and spent 
most of his life in the Laurens area.
     Denny started racing in 1960, always bragged that he 
won the 1st race he ever entered at Belmond, IA. He raced 
for 40 years, before retiring in 2000. He has over 400 
feature wins and has won several track championships. 
Other accomplishments include Boone Grand Nationals, 
Enduros, Fair Races, Tour of the Northland, Frostbusters, 
Wetherall Western Iowa Series and Harris Clash. Denny 

was inducted into the Hall of Fame at Hamilton County Speedway in 1993, Hamilton County 
Speedway Sportsmanship Award in 1994, Kossuth County Speedway in 2008, Fairmont 2017 
and the Iowa Hall of Fame in 2018. Extra special memory for him was being a part of the pit 
crew during ARCA races for Wayne Larson at Talladega and Daytona in the late 90’s. Other 
tracks that he raced at included Nebraska, Minnesota, Arizona, Colorado and Missouri. He 
made his career out of racing and driving truck. Denny has been known over the years as 
“Ho Ho”, “Big 10” and “Golden Bear”. His trucking career involved Triple R Trucking, Larry 
Rustin Trucking, Henderson Brothers, Oberg and Chuck Ahlers. 
     The day he learned that his grandchildren were going to race, he could not have been more 
proud. He loved giving advice on how to get that victory and they got many. Denny attended as 
many races as he could and loved hearing the announcer make a big deal that ‘HOVINGA IS IN 
THE HOUSE”. 
     In 1962, Denny married Virginia Kampen and to this union, one child was born, Lorie. 
Virginia was killed in a car accident in 1967. In 1970, he married RoJean Dickey and to this 
union, two girls were born, Jackie and Dana. The couple divorced in 1976. Denny then married 
Patricia Hudson in 2008.
     Survivors include his wife, Patricia of Laurens; daughters, Lorie (Curt) Hudson of Laurens, 
Jackie (Craig) Hudson of Laurens and Dana Hovinga of DeQuincy, LA; grandchildren, Deena, 
Ryan (special friend, Molly), Taylor and Sami (special friend, Kyle); great-grandson, Brayden; 
step-children, Penny (Clair Jr.) Rubel, Dean Hudson (special friend, Dawn), Joni (Kenny) 
Bentsen and Jeff (Jodie) Hudson. Denny is also survived by many grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews. Denny was preceded in death by his parents, Simon and Golda; first wife, Virginia; 
brother, Darrell and granddaughter, Amy.
     Visitation was held on Sunday, May 13at Powers Funeral Home - Sacred Heart Chapel in 
Laurens. Funeral service were held on Monday, May 14, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. at Powers Funeral 
Home - Sacred Heart Chapel in Laurens. Burial was held at Laurens Cemetery following the 
funeral service. 
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Services Held for 
Helen M. Caskey 
Helen Mae (Reimers) Caskey was 
born November 30, 1928 and passed 
away April 22, 2018 at Laurens Care 
Center Laurens, Iowa at the age of 89 
years.
     She was Baptized May 19, 1929, 
Confirmed at Ljunghed Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Albert City, Iowa 
on May 28, 1944 and graduated 8th 
grade from Ware Consolidated Public 
School May 13, 1943.  Highlighting 
her lifelong love of basketball, she 
was named to Pocahontas County 
All-Tournament Team as a forward 
in 1947 and on May 22, 1947 she 
graduated from Ware High School in 
a class of five.
     In the Fall of 1947, she moved to 
Bartlett Hall and started at Iowa 
State Teachers College in Cedar Falls, 
Iowa until a call brought her back 
home to take care of the farm after 
her father was horribly injured in a 
farming accident.  She then went on 
to attend the school of hard knocks!
     She married Darroll Caskey on 
January 29, 1950. She did not 
become a farmer’s wife but became 
the farmer.  She was true to the 
saying “You can take the girl out of 
the farm, but you can’t take the farm 
out of the girl!” They divorced after 
many years of marriage.  
     She recognized her lifelong dream 
to become a teacher after 
singlehandedly, successfully raising 
and teaching her six children about 
life and how to survive with very 

little. After many years of hard work, 
she graduated Magna Cum Laude on 
May 16, 1981 from Sioux Empire 
College- with an Associates of Arts 
degree at the age of 52.
     Helen went on to work for the 
Pocahontas Upper Des Moines 
Opportunity office ----When once 
again she altered her plan and she 
began to care for her parents in her 
home. She continued to lovingly 
and patiently care for them until 
their deaths in 1985 and 1987. She 
then went on to very competently 
work as a maintenance person at the 
Hovenden Good Samaritan Center 
in Laurens Iowa.
     Helen spent many years 
volunteering as a girl scout leader, 
in her community and in Bethany 
Lutheran Church where she 
was member since 1970.  After 
retiring, she began volunteering and 
delivering meals on wheels for a 
number of years until such date when 
leaving the Appreciation Ceremony, 
she fell and shattered her left hip.  
     With much assistance from her 
loving daughter Alice and son-in-law 
Dan, she stayed in her home until 
June 2016, when she made the 
decision to move to the care center in 
Laurens, Iowa where she had worked 
so many years before.  It was said 
that she was one of their most active 
residents and she and her family 
truly felt blessed for her to have 
exceptional care for almost two years 
until her final day.
     Survived by children Ruth 
Minnich (Greg) of Bettendorf, 
IA; James Caskey (Coleen) of 

Spencer, IA; Bill Caskey (special 
friend Dianne) of Spencer, IA; Alice 
Pomeroy (Dan) of Laurens, IA; Carol 
Pascuzzi (Stephen) of Overland Park, 
KS; sister Hazel Reimers Lampe of 
North Hollywood, CA and brother 
John E. Reimers (Mary) of Cape 
Fair, Mo and many grandchildren, 
great grandchildren, great-great 
grandchildren, nieces and nephews.  
     Proceeded in death were daughter 
Rose Caskey Brown and son in-
law Joseph Brown, parents John 
and Christina Reimers, brother 
Roger Reimers, sister Joan Reimers 
Gethmann, brother in-law Don 
Lampe.
     In Lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to Bethany Lutheran 
Church in Laurens, IA or to the 
Laurens Pool fund  https://www. 
youcaring.com/residents-of-
laurens-501476#.VroaM9qM6g4. 
facebook 
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Laurens Summer Ball Home Games 
Monday, May 14th 6PM Boys Coach Pitch 

 
Friday, May 18th 6PM Boys Coach Pitch 

 
Thursday, May 17th  6PM Girls Coach Pitch/7:30PM Girls Peewee 

 
Monday, May 21st 6PM Boys Coach Peewee 

 
Tuesday, May 22nd 6PM Girls Coach Pitch/7:30PM Girls Peewee 

 
Thursday, May 24th 6PM Girls Coach Pitch/7:30PM Girls Peewee 

 
Thursday, May 31st 6PM Girls Coach Pitch/7:30PM Girls Peewee 

 
Monday, June 4th 6PM Boys Coach Pitch/7:30PM Boys Peewee 

 
Thursday, June 7th 6PM Boys Minors (Little League) 

 
Monday, June 11th 6PM Boys Coach Pitch 

 
Tuesday, June 12th 6PM Girls Coach Pitch/7:30PM Girls Peewee 

 
Wednesday, June 13th 6PM Boys Peewee 

 
Thursday, June 14th 6PM Girls Coach Pitch/7:30PM Girls Peewee 



Biggest Little Paper In Town! 11

Church 

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Pastor Ed Frank

Wed., May 16th:
Book Club @ 9 a.m.
NO Worship Committee meeting 
Administrative Council meeting @ 
8:15 p.m.

Thurs., May 17th:
Rachel Circle @ 9:15 a.m.
Dorcas Circle @ 2 p.m.

Fri., May 18th:
Men’s Bible Study @ 7 a.m.

Sat., May 19th:
Graduation Party in honor of Weston 
Brazel ~ 4-7 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

Sun., May 20th:
Adult Sunday School @ 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship Coffee @ 9:30 a.m.
Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Jean Murray filling the pulpit

This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Pastor Scott Baker

Thursday: May 17, 2018 
9:00 AM ~ Morning Circle 

Sunday: May 20, 2018
Day of Pentecost
9:15 AM ~ Adult SS 
9:30 AM ~ Youth SS
9:30 AM ~ Coffee Fellowship
10:30 AM ~ Worship w/Communion, SS 
Spring Program, & Honor Graduates
11:30 AM ~ Potluck 
NO Youth Group 

Worship, Love, Accept~
Together in Christ’s Name

This Week at First 
Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Friday, May 16  
7:00 - p.m. AA

Sunday, May 20   
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. - Worship   
 

Resurrection 
of Our Lord 
Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. 
Craig Collison, VF

MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass as scheduled in the 
weekly bulletin
Saturday at 5:00 PM
Sunday at 8:30 AM

Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm at 
Resurrection

Office: 16 SW 2nd Street, 
Pocahontas

Office Phone: 712-335-3242 

Residence Phone: 712-335-8065

E-mail: colly@ncn.net

Pastoral Care: Sister Renae 
Hohensee, 
563-552-8666
 

Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.thepapernow.com

100% User 
Generated Content!

Subscribe and 
Submit TODAY!
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POCAHONTAS 
COUNTY
LEADERSHIP 
PROGRAM
May 22  |  5:30-8:30pm
Prairie Lakes AEA, Pocahontas

Sponsored by Pocahontas County Economic Development Commission

No cost to attend | Pre-registration is required for the meal count
RSVP to Gretchen at pcedcmarketing@evertek.net or 712-335-4636 by May 18

HELPFUL HINTS 
AND TIPS FOR 

BUSINESS OWNERS

This leadership session will 
focus on improving business 
signage and window design

Presenters: Maia Fiala Jessen 
and Terry Buschkamp, from the 

Iowa Economic Development 
Authority’s Downtown 
Resources Department

May 31, 2018

7:00 PM

Laurens-Marathon 
Gym

“Be crazy,  Be stupid, Be silly,  Be weird, Be whatever,  
Because life's too short to be anything but happy.”- Anonymous 

Sponsored by: Charger Pride

__________________________________________________________________

Marathon Fire Department 
Pancake Breakfast

Bring the whole family! 
Let us feed them!

Sunday, May 18th

Serving from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Serving pancakes, scrambled eggs, 
biscuits and gravy, sausage, 

hashbrowns, coffee, juice and milk

     
       Free Will 
    Donation

Sunday, May 20th 

Local News & Advertising
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Extension News

4-H Summer Activities
All youth in 4th through 12th grades are welcome to participate in the following 4-H activities throughout the summer 
months.  Our day camps and activities fill up quickly and are available on a first come first serve basis.  If you would like 
your child to participate in any of the activities, please contact the ISU Extension and Outreach Pocahontas County for 
complete details and registration forms at 712-335-3103 or lzeman@iastate.edu.
• On Their Own and OK:  Wed., June 6 
Participants will start off creating a schedule of a routine, learn about safety at home while they are by themselves, how to 
handle emergencies, and learn safe and healthy recipes they can make on their own.
• Quest to be your Best:  Thurs., June 7 
Come explore the outdoors to discover fun ways to be active through games that challenge you physically, activities that test 
you mentally, and discover new traits about your best self. Our adventures will help uncover your personal ‘spark’ as you 
reveal your goals to grow yourself. 
• Babysitting Clinic:  Fri., June 8 
All youth in 5th and 6th grade are encouraged to take this babysitting course.  You will learn basic child care skills.
• Science of BBQ:  Tues., June 26 
This program will introduce participants to grilling methods, including cooking with charcoal. Youth will explore various 
meat cuts and how cooking temperatures and the composition of the meat can affect the barbecuing process. Participants 
will also learn how to incorporate meat into a healthy diet, food safety and techniques such as using rubs, marinades and 
seasonings. Each participant will be able to create their own recipe and practice grilling.
• Monarchs on the Move:  Thurs., June 28 
Experience life as a monarch butterfly in the Monarchs on the Move day camp. In this camp you’ll need to get food as a 
caterpillar, make a chrysalis, and fly to find habitat to live in as an adult. Learn about the biology and importance of the 
monarch butterfly and how they are in danger. Explore ways to help the monarch by increasing habitat. Find out what you 
can do to help the monarch.
• Step Into Healthcare & Medicine:  Tuesday, July 10 
Step into the daily routine of medicine and explore the wide range of professional opportunities in the world of healthcare.  
Tour a variety of medical facilities, meet healthcare professionals, participate in medicinal demonstrations and discover 
potential career paths.
• RACE IT, FLING IT, FLY IT:  Thur., July 26 
Aspiring scientists…study, build, design and launch your own rockets!  Test Newton’s Laws of motion, force and gravity as 
you race, fling, fly, launch or blast off a variety of rocketry designs.   (All new camp for participants who attended Race It, 
Fling It, Fly It in Summer 2017.) 
• Building Blocks of Entrepreneurship—Tue., July 31 
Dive into the world of entrepreneurship with LEGOs! Learn what it takes to create a new idea, develop a plan, and 
share your results through creativity, innovation, and communication. Participants will work in teams to develop an idea 
for making their community a better place to live. Using LEGOs, teams will work together to build a model, create a 
presentation poster, and market their idea. The day will end with a showcase from camp participants for their families and 
local guests.

Sunday, May 20th 
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Yard and 
Garden: Proper 
Lawn Mowing
A lawn’s overall appearance is directly 
related to the maintenance provided. 
Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach horticulturists offer 
tips on lawn mowing this week. 
For more information, contact the 
ISU Hortline at 515-294-3108 or 
hortline@iastate.edu.
     What is the proper mowing 
height when mowing the lawn? 
Mow Kentucky bluegrass lawns at a 
height of 2.5 to 3 inches during the 
cool weather of spring and fall. Mow 
Kentucky bluegrass lawns at a height 
of 3 to 3.5 inches in summer (June, 
July and August). A higher mowing 
height in summer helps to cool 
the crowns of the turfgrass plants 
and provides more leaf area for 
photosynthesis during the stressful 
warm summer months.  
     How frequently should the 
lawn be mowed? Mowing frequency 
is based on the growth rate of the 
turfgrass. The growth rate of grass 
depends upon cultural practices, 
such as fertilization and irrigation 
practices, weather conditions and 
other environmental factors.  
     As a general rule, never remove 
more than one-third of the total 
leaf surface at any one mowing.  For 
example, to maintain a lawn at 3 
inches, the grass should be mowed 
when it reaches a height of 4.5 
inches. In spring, it may be necessary 
to mow every four to five days. 

Once every seven to 10 days may be 
sufficient in summer. In prolonged 
dry periods, it may not be necessary 
to mow at all. Lawns typically require 
more frequent mowing again in fall 
with the return of favorable weather 
conditions.  
     Should grass clippings be 
bagged and removed from the 
lawn? When the lawn is mowed 
properly, grass clippings do not need 
to be removed or bagged. Small 
clippings filter down into the turf 
and quickly decompose, returning 
essential plant nutrients to the soil. 
Short clippings do not significantly 
contribute to thatch development. 
     It may be necessary to bag or 
rake up the clippings if the grass has 
gotten extremely tall. Piles of grass 
clippings deposited on the surface of 
the lawn may damage the grass and 
create an environment that favors 
disease development.  
     Which mowing practices help 
ensure a high quality cut? Mow 
the lawn with a sharp blade. A sharp 
blade makes clean cuts. A dull blade 
tears the ends of the grass blades. The 
damaged tissue dries out, giving the 
turf surface a whitish appearance. 
Also, the torn leaf tissue loses greater 
amounts of water and increases the 
possibility of disease problems.  
     Mow the lawn when the grass 
is dry. Wet grass is more difficult 
to cut and occasionally clogs rotary 
mowers. In addition, wet clippings 
tend to clump rather than be evenly 
dispersed across the lawn. Finally, it’s 
safer to mow the lawn when the grass 
is dry, as there is less risk of slipping 
and being injured by the mower.  

Food 
Preservation 101 
Don't know what to do with your 
excess garden produce? Do you want 
to learn how to preserve food safely 
at home? Join Pocahontas County 
Extension and Outreach on May 23 
at 6 p.m. for Food Preservation 101. 
The workshop will be held at the 
Pocahontas County Extension and 
Outreach Office.    
     4-H'ers are welcome to attend 
with a parent or guardian! There is a 
fee to attend. 
     For questions or registration 
information, please call the 
Pocahontas County Extension and 
Outreach office at 335-3103 or email 
Holly Frerk at hfrerk@iastate.edu.

Babysitting 
Clinic 
ISU Extension and Outreach 
Pocahontas County will be holding a 
Babysitting Clinic for 5th – 6th graders. 
The Babysitting Clinic will be held 
on Friday, June 8, 2017 from 9:00am 
– 2:00pm at the Pocahontas County 
Extension and Outreach Office (305 
North Main St.). 
     Participants will learn the basics of 
CPR, home safety, money management 
and how to make a healthy snack. 
They will finish the day discussing 
the ages and stages of young children. 
Participants will be provided a pizza 
lunch. 
     Register early by calling 335-3103, 
class size is limited to 20 participants. 
For questions, please contact Program 
Coordinator, Holly Frerk, at email 
hfrerk@iastate.edu. 
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4-H Poultry 
Veda Mae Klocke looks on as Kerri 
Wenck tests one of Veda Mae’s 
chickens, with the assistance of 
Merete Klocke.  Save the dates of 
July 18-23 for the 2018 Pocahontas 
County Fair.  4-H and FFA members 
will showcase their projects they have 
been working on throughout the 
year.  The poultry show is Saturday, 
July 21.

ISU Extension and Outreach Workshop on Farm Succession 
and Estate Planning  
Who will succeed you in your business? Many families struggle with making succession plans. “Families say they don’t know how to 
start talking about farm succession. We ask them, ‘What do you have now? ‘and ‘Where do you want to go?’ to get started”, says Iowa 
State University (ISU) Beginning Farmer Center Farm Transition Specialist David Baker.
     “The workshop is planned as a multi-generational event for exiting owners and spouses and succeeding owners and spouses”, says 
ISU Extension and Outreach Farm and Agribusiness Specialist, Kelvin Leibold.  
     Iowa State University Extension and Outreach is offering a Farm Succession and Estate Planning Workshop to help farm families 
begin those conversations and start putting transition plans on paper.   Jerry Chizek, ISU Extension and Outreach Regional Director, 
says offering a farm business succession workshop is a result of needs expressed by area farm families. 
     “I hear individual family members express concerns about the future of the farm business, but many families have not taken the time 
to have those discussions between the generations involved.  This is an opportunity to begin those discussions.  If it is important for the 
farm to stay in the family, then it is critical to have these discussions to share the goals, dreams, fears, and expectations associated with 
succession planning,” said Chizek. “That’s why we are bringing Iowa State University transitioning experts to our region.”
     The first workshop will be held on June 7, 2018 starting at 5:30pm-9:00pm with David Baker and Zachary Chizek, Beginning 
Farmer Center Administrator and Attorney at Law, presenting Farm Succession in Fort Dodge. 
     The second workshop will be held on June 21, 2018 starting at 5:30pm-9:00pm with Kelvin Leibold, ISU Extension and Outreach 
Farm and Agribusiness Specialist, presenting on Estate Planning. 
     During the first workshop, participants will learn the importance of Farm Business Succession Planning, farm succession structure, 
beginning farmer tax credits, and working with an attorney. During the second workshop, participants will learn the language of estate 
planning, setting goals, gift, estate, and inheritance taxes, and implementing your estate plan. 
     The workshops will be held Thursday, June 7th from 5:30-9:00 p.m. and Thursday, June 21st from 5:30-9:00 p.m. at the Webster 
County Extension and Outreach office located at 217 South 25th Street, Suite C12 in Fort Dodge.  
     Registration fee for both workshops is $150 per family of four or $50 per person. Pre-registration is required by June 1, 2018 and 
can be made by contacting one of the Region 7 County Extension offices – Hamilton County, 515-832-9597, xhamilton@iastate.edu; 
Humboldt County, 515-332-2201, xhumboldt@iastate.edu; Webster County, 515-576-2119, xwebster@iastate.edu; or Wright County, 
515-532-3453, xwright@iastate.edu. 
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