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Local News

Month Two in 
Tanzania
By: Rachel Potter

I have been serving in Mbuguni, 
Arusha, Tanzania for two months 
now and have experienced 
numerous opportunities. Heading 
into my third and final month, I am 
not ready for this trip to end. There 
has been so much to experience and 
learn during this time.
     I have learned that the education 
system is much different in Africa 
than what I am accustomed to. One 
difference is they have three terms 
compared to our two semesters. 
All students had the month of 
June off for a break. During that 
month, I was able to spend more 
time with the children at STEMM. 
We played with LEGOs, made 
bracelets and necklaces, walked to 
the local market and I taught them 
some money management, had a 
water fight, and played many soccer 
games.
     One project that I am heavily 
involved in is a partnership to 

bring school lunches to the area 
schools. On July 1, STEMM added 
two more partnering schools. 
Prior to July 1, the students at 
these schools were not served a 
school lunch, but through this 
partnership they are now being 
served a hot meal everyday. Based 
on recent data, the attendance rates 
in these local schools has increased 
by approximately 35% and the 
passing rate of National Exams 
increased by 43% once the lunch 
program was implemented at the 
schools. STEMM is now feeding 

approximately 3,650 children 
every day!
     I have been able to attend a 
local private secondary school 
and a government secondary 
school. Secondary school is 
equivalent to American high 
school. It was amazing to see 
the difference between the two 
schools. All secondary schools 
are taught in English, and this 
may be the first time some of 
these students are ever speaking 
English, let alone being taught 
in English. It is common to see 
the highest dropout rate in the 

...continued to page 2...
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first year of government secondary 
school because they are unable to 
understand the information due 
to only being taught in Swahili in 
primary school (elementary.)
     During my time here I have 
been able to experience a few events 
I never would have been able to 
if I was on a short term mission 
trip. I attended a Muslim funeral 
for a father of a child who lives at 
the orphanage, I was at the local 
clinic for the birth of a baby of 
a STEMM employee, attended 
STEMM children's birthday 
parties, and helped harvest different 
crops from our farm.
     One of our goals for the farm at 
STEMM is to install an irrigation 
system. We have a small drip 
irrigation system, but it does not 
cover all 80 acres of the farm. The 
benefit of the irrigation system 
will be that we will have the ability 
to produce crops during the dry 
season. There is a high demand for 
crops during the dry season because 
not many people are able to harvest 
during this time. Harvesting crops 
during the dry season will help 
provide homegrown fruits and 
vegetables for our children, rather 
than buying them. We will also 
be able to sell our crops at a high 
price resulting in more money to 
support our STEMM Village. This 
irrigation system will also insure 
that we will have crops to plant 
and harvest, which will mean job 
security for our farm workers. 
     Besides the daily activities that 
have kept me busy while I have 

Local News

been in Tanzania, I was given the 
opportunity to attend two of Dr. 
Jane Goodall’s events held locally. 
Dr. Jane has done tremendous work 
with the chimpanzees of Gombe. 
It was amazing to get to hear, 
firsthand, about her experiences in 
Gombe. In 1991, Dr. Jane started a 
program called “Roots and Shoots.” 
This organization partners with 
schools to teach children about the 
importance of the environment. 
All of the Mbuguni area schools 
are part of the “Roots and Shoots” 
program. During the process of 
these schools joining “Roots and 
Shoots,” Dr. Jane spent many days 
at STEMM. If it was not for the 
connections between STEMM and 

Dr. Jane Goodall, I would not have 
been able to attend these amazing 
events. 
     I have been asked a few times 
what my favorite thing has been 
while in Tanzania and I would 
most definitely say it has been the 
relationships that I have formed. 
It has been a true blessing to get 
to know the staff members and 
children, who work and live at 
STEMM.  If I had been here for 
only a few weeks, I would have 
missed out on being able to form 
this strong of a relationship. Prior 
to arriving in Tanzania, I was told 
STEMM would be like a family to 
me and they were definitely right!

Dr. Jane Goodall & Rachel

...continued from page 1...
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Wright Brothers 
Flying High 
Laurens  native sons  
salute baseball and 
patriotism at Twins game 
By: Rick Davis

It was a nostalgic moment last 
week when Laurens natives Denny 
and Bruce Wright seamlessly eased 
back into their Vietnam War era 
military uniforms to raise the Stars 
and Stripes before a Minnesota 
Twins baseball game. 
   Suffice to say, the Wright 
Brothers were flying high as two  
American staples -- patriotism 
and baseball -- represented a 
blended theme  during playing of 
the national anthem before the 
July 7 game at Target Field in 
Minneapolis.
   It was another segment of a 
veterans salute called the Armed 
Forces Flag Raising Program --  
created in 2010 when  fan-friendly 
Target Field opened.    The Wright 
brothers, who grew up in Laurens 
in the 1950s and '60s, were 
selected  for  the program  which 
was created to honor veterans 
and active-duty military men and 
women from the Twins fan-base 
area.
   "A fantastic experience.  We had 
more than 60 family members 
and friends there to support us,"   

Local News

Denny Wright said afterward.  
"And the Twins staff could not 
have been  more helpful.  Also, 
many strangers came up to us to 
say 'thank you for serving our 
country.'  This was one of the top 
experiences in our lifetimes.  It 
made me feel extremely patriotic, 
yet humble, to have been able to 
serve in the U.S. Army. "
   Bruce Wright cited several 
reasons for it being an "incredible 
experience."
   "Besides getting to raise the 
flag with my brother, our wives 
and children assisted in holding 
the flag,"  said Bruce.  "And 
there were more than 60 family 
members and friends standing 
next to us.   It also occurred to me 

that our dad (who served in World 
War II and the Korean War) 
would have been so proud.  Fans 
coming by to thank us for our 
service enhanced the experience. 
And the group (the Minnesota 
Corral) that sang the  national 
anthem was spectacular.  It must 
have been impressive because 
many in our group had tears in 
their eyes at the end.  It's a day 
our entire family will remember 
and cherish forever."
   Grace Mruz of the Twins 
marketing department noted 
"veterans are selected based on 
information describing  their 
duties and accomplishments in 
the armed forces," adding,   "We 
do make an effort to honor our 

Laurens native sons and brothers Bruce (left) and Denny Wright (right) were back in their 
U.S. Army uniforms when they raised Old Glory during playing of the national anthem before 
the Minnesota Twins baseball game at Target Field in Minneapolis on July 7. More than 60 

family members and friends were in attendance. (Photo courtesy of Minnesota Twins)

...continued to page 4...
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and getting them to fit us again.  
Somehow, they seemed to have  
shrunk in the closet over the 
years."
   Back in his high school days, 
Denny lettered in basketball 
and baseball  and was a starting 
guard on the Elks' 1963 state 
tournament team (Don Ziegler, 
Dick Mosbach, Bill Kemp and 
George Slattery were the other 
starters).  Denny retired from 
Boyden-Hull School in 2004 
after a 37-year coaching/teaching 
career that included 28 years as 
the school's athletic director.  Also 
active in the community, Denny 
was Hull mayor for 12 years, a 
city councilman for six years and 
on the Sioux County board of 
supervisors for the past 12 years.
   Denny noted his family's 
state basketball tournament 
connection stretches across three 
generations  -- his appearance in 
the '63 tournament, his two sons 
playing for Boyden-Hull in the 
state tourney in the early '90s 
and his two grandsons playing for 
Sergeant Bluff-Luton in the state 
event the last two seasons.
   Bruce Wright, who also married 
his high school sweetheart, 
Pam Zuercher (Patty's sister),  
graduated from LHS in '67.  He 
was a three-sport letterman (track, 
baseball, basketball).  Bruce 
graduated from Mankato State in 
'71, but within six months was 

drafted into the Army because his 
Selective Service lottery number 
was low -- 29 out of 365.  Initially 
ticketed for training as a Pershing 
missile crewman, that changed 
and Bruce was trained at a nuclear 
agency at Fort Bliss, Texas.  as 
a computer programmer.  He  
served a spouse-accompanied 
16-month tour in Texas primarily
involving generating safety data
for publications utilized by the
Army and Marine Corps. In 2007,
Bruce retired after a 33-year career
teaching math, then later as a
special education (in which he
earned a master's degree in '81)
resource teacher at Rock Valley
Community School in Northwest
Iowa.  He also coached basketball,
track and cross country at Rock
Valley.  Not totally retired, Bruce
drives a school bus route and is a
substitute teacher at the school.
   An American Legion member, 
Bruce said his current military 
connection involves serving 
with an honor guard at military 
funerals in the community.  
"Being part of something like 
the honor guard is an honor 
and a privilege,"  said Bruce.  "I 
continue to be extremely proud to 
have grown up in Laurens."
   The Wright lineage has a 
military connection beyond 
Denny and Bruce.  Pat, their dad, 
served as a medic in the Army 

...continued from page 3...

World War II veterans especially 
through this program."  
   For the Wright brothers, it was 
a bonus that their participation 
was observed by a  platoon of 
loyalists -- their family members 
and friends who traveled to 
Target Field for the event and 
were among the crowd of 25,974  
who watched the Twins defeat the 
Orioles, 5-4.
   "Great honor to be part of 
this," said Denny Wright, a 
1964 graduate of Laurens High 
School who married his high 
school sweetheart Patty Zuercher 
and who has lived his entire life 
in Northwest Iowa (Laurens 
and Hull) except for  college 
years (Mankato State) and an 
Army enlistment that included a 
one-year tour in Vietnam.  His 
military decorations include  the 
Bronze Star. 
   "I did not think going into the 
military was a good idea when I 
was drafted in 1970.  But looking 
back, I'm proud  I  served my 
country,"  said Denny, who was 
trained as a stenographer by the 
Army before serving overseas  at 
Cam Ranh Bay and eventually 
advancing to Specialist 5 before 
being released from active duty 
in 1972.  "Bruce and I were 
rather busy before the flag raising, 
getting our uniforms ready 
(insignia and decorations) ... 

...continued to page 5...
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Air Force in World War II. Later 
as an Army Air Force reservist, 
he was mobilized to active duty 
during the Korean War and served 
for a year at a military hospital in 
Japan. 
   "I was 4  years old when he left 
for Japan and was  upset about it," 
said Denny.  "I told my mother 
to just to tell the Army he could 
not come.   He returned home  on 
my first day of kindergarten so my 
aunt had to take me to my first 
day of school because  my mother 
went to meet dad.  I always gave 
my mother a hard time about 
being ruined for life because she 
did not take me to my first day of 
school."
    The Wright brothers were 
involved in numerous activities 
at Laurens High -- as were were 
their parents.  Pat kept official 
statistics for LHS boys basketball 
for several seasons, riding one of 
the team's buses to away games.  
Denny said his mom, Maxine, 
always took sandwiches on the 
girls bus for players' post-game 
snacks.  "My parents always told 
us, 'You can work the rest of 
your lives, so enjoy high school 
while you're there.'     Dad never 
talked to us about being patriotic. 
But he  often told stories of his 
experiences in the military.  And 
he always was an example for us 
when the national anthem was 
played and  by taking us to  the 
Memorial Day ceremonies in 

Laurens every year.  Our mom 
and dad were  concerned about 
us going into the military.  But 
they also were  proud that we did 
serve."
   Pat Wright worked construction 
for C.I. Hersom and Stan Clark, 
then later was postmaster in 
Laurens for more than 20 years.  
Pat and Maxine were married for 
72 years and lived into their 90s, 
passing away within three months 
of each other 2 1/2 years ago.
   The Wright brothers' baseball 
journal has another significant 
chapter.  With their wives, they 
have attended games at all 30 
major league ballparks.  And 
they did it twice -- once with 
their kids, across a protracted six-
summers odyssey in the 1990s.  
Then they repeated the trek again 
(parents only) across a June-July 
stretch in the summer of 2000.
   "At the end of visiting all the 
parks the first time, during those 
six summers, we decided we 
needed to see a game at every 
park in one single summer -- and 
do it before we were too old to 
drive that much and handle  the 
city traffic,"  said Denny.  "We all 
had different favorite ballparks.  
To save money on the travel 
involved, we stayed at Motel 6's 
and shared a room," he added , 
noting their sojourn covered more 
than 17,000 miles across 36 states, 
plus two Canadian provinces.  

Their expenses for the journey  
included  gas ($1,135), parking 
($233.50) and lodging ($2,968).  
"Sometimes it became difficult to 
remember where we were," 
Denny added.   "Wrigley Field 
(Chicago) and Fenway Park 
(Boston) (the two oldest parks in 
the majors) are very interesting 
because of their age and history.  
But they're also crowded and not 
easy to get to... or to find parking.  
For most games, we were able 
to buy tickets at the walk-up 
windows."
   The toughest part of the 
journey? 
    "Our van was broken into in 
Toronto,"  said Denny.  "Our 
video camera, with videos of 
all the parks, was taken along 
with our wives' purses.  Dealing 
with replacement credit cards 
and getting a broken van 
window replaced before the 
Blue Jays game that night was 
an issue.  We made it but the 
game had started already.  The 
highlights were, besides seeing 
all the ballparks, sightseeing that 
included the Jay Leno Show 
and visiting the Baseball Hall of 
Fame (Cooperstown, N.Y.).  I'd 
recommend the trip for anyone 
who really likes major league 
baseball."
   (A Laurens native now living in 
San Antonio, Texas,   Rick Davis 
is  an occasional contributor to The 
Paper. rickdavis31945@gmail.com)

...continued from page 4...
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Art Wave
on the Prairie
LAURENS, IOWA  |  JULY 25-28

WED, JULY 25 @ 5:30PM  |  WEST IOWA BANK

SAT, JULY 28 @ 4:00PM  |  MEMORY LANE

Meet the five visiting artists and help them get to know the 
community by joining us for a community potluck on Wednesday, 
July 25. Artists and community members will have the opportunity 
to engage with each other, share the assets and issues within the 
community, and discuss how the arts can play a role in building 

community. Please bring something yummy to share.

Join us in Memory Lane in downtown Laurens for the final reveal of 
the Art Wave on the Prairie program. Please bring your family and 
friends to this event celebrating the community and the role of the 
arts in community building, and see what the artists have prepared. 

More info on Facebook  |  Questions? Call PCEDC at 712-335-4636

Laurens has been chosen as the very first community to participate 
in the Art Wave on the Prairie program created by David Dahlquist of 
RDG Planning & Design and Keep Iowa Beautiful. The program engages 
small, rural Iowa communities with emerging artists to create strong 
community connections and enhance economic development. Five 
hand-picked Iowa artists from a variety of disciplines will travel to 
Laurens from July 25-28 to engage and interact with the community, 
encourage conversation around community assets and issues, and 
work toward a common goal through art. The artists will use a “social 
practice” model to determine art forms and deliverables that will be 
presented to the community at the final reveal on Saturday, July 28.

COMMUNITY POTLUCK

FINAL REVEAL
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Bridal Shower
There will be a bridal shower for Emily 
Beers, bride elect of Colton Lampe, on 
Saturday, July 28, 2018 from 10 AM 
to 11:30 AM at the West Iowa Bank 
Cornerstone Room, Laurens, IA. 
     The couple is registered at Heart 'n 
Home and Lizziedoodle in Laurens, 
Target, and Bed Bath and Beyond.

Fireman's 18 
Hole Golf Benefit 
The Pocahontas Mutual Insurance 29th 
Annual Fireman’s 18 Hole Golf Benefit 
will be held at the Laurens Golf & 
Country Club on Saturday, July 28 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. with a shot gun 
start.
     You will need a 4-person best shot 
team. The entry fee is $40.00 per person.  
Each golfer will designate the fire 
department to donate their entry fee to.  
     Please pre-register using the 
registration forms at area golf courses or 
at the Pocahontas Mutual Insurance 
office in Laurens.

Laurens Class of '63 Slates 55th Reunion
The Laurens High class of 1963 will hold its 55th class reunion on July 20-21 in 
Laurens.
   The weekend program for the reunion kicks off with happy hour and dinner, 
beginning at 5 p.m., on Friday, July 20, at the Teapot Cafe in Laurens, followed by 
"Mellowing Out Down Memory Lane"  (7 p.m. and thereafter) at the Memory Lane 
downtown park on Third Street.
   The  reunion weekend continues with a happy hour and dinner banquet on Saturday, 
July 21, beginning at 4 p.m. at the Laurens Golf and Country Club clubhouse.
   Laurens locals wishing to renew friendships with LHS '63 class members are 
encouraged to drop in on either event.  The reunion has been organized by an ad hoc 
committee of Ed Workman (1963elks@gmail.com), Luverne Runneberg (ljrunneberg@
hotmail) and Rick Davis (rickdavis31945@gmail.com).

Pool News!!
It was a busy weekend in Laurens and our Laurens Pool Project! Our online auction 
of a Laurens Creamery milk can, donated by Bill & Julie Wurr, came to an exciting 
conclusion Friday night at 9:00. Rod & Garthlene Bell were our most determined 
bidders and with their donation of $525, they will keep the milk can in Laurens.
     We also sold 340 tickets to Saturday's golf ball splash, which brought in $1700. After 
all five life guards on duty at the pool dove into the deep end to collect a ball, we had 
our $100 winners. At this time we know that more than half of the lucky winners will 
be donating back to our project! 
     So it looks like the Bellinghausen Challenge will be matching the auction with 
a donation of $1050 and the raffle with about $3,000! Plus we had 5 different 
people hand us checks for $100, so the Challenge will collect another $1,000 from 
the Bellinghausen family. That brings our total from the Laurens Celebration to 
approximately $7,575! 
     Thank 
you for your 
support of the 
Pool Project. 
Please get your 
donations 
in today to 
qualify for the 
Bellinghausen 2 
for 1 match!

Lifeguard Kennedy Tate splashes 340 numbered golf balls in the deep 
end of the pool for the Laurens Pool Project's Golf Ball Splash. 

The lucky winners of $100 were Julie Kraft, Carl Lind, Casey Baker, 
Tom Grau and Lyle Wallin. 
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At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
July 18, 2018  

Do your kids ever read to their dog? It’s a great, no pressure way for them to 
practice! If they don’t have a pet to read to, or if they’d like to give it a try here 
first, we’ve got just the opportunity for them! We are taking appointments for 
11-12 Wednesday, July 25 during which kids can read to Lisa Laird’s Reading 
Dog Stanley!  Then at 1 o’clock, Stanley will take a nap and Lisa’s Pockets Full 
of Fun puppets Shiloh, Jemimah, Mushi, and Neco will help discover some 
interesting musical abilities in the animal world. They will create an instant Rock 
Star with a kitchen band! There will be a bell choir guessing game and so much 
more! Coloring sheets, bookmarks and stickers for everyone! Then after the 
puppet show, Lisa will guide us in a workshop where we will each make our own 
puppet!Our kids’ summer reading program, “Libraries Rock!” continues every 
Wednesday at 1 o’clock all summer long. Jeri has fun plans of books, games, 
songs and crafts. Grab some kids and join the fun!
     Our Book Club selection this month is Stars Over Clear Lake by Loretta 
Ellsworth. This historical fiction is, as you can probably tell from the title, set in 
Iowa. It switches seamlessly between the 1940s and present day. It was inspired 
by the real-life ballroom and the Algona POW camp. I read it when it first came 
out about a year ago, so will have to refresh a few details, or maybe I’ll just read 
it again – it was that enjoyable! Join our discussion Monday, July 23 at 7. Have 
I ever told you that we also discuss what other books we are currently enjoying? 
We get lots of good ideas for future reads this way!
     Have you ever been to a Premiere Party? I haven’t either, but our chance 
is coming! Friday, July 27th at 11 o’clock we will host one! Last summer Dan 
Wardell was at our library to film an episode about metals for his TV show, 
IPTV’s Kids ClubHouse. Well, the 27th is the lucky date, because it will finally 
be on the air! We will be premiering this episode at 11, and have invited, as our 
special guests, the kids who starred in the show! All ages are invited to join the 
fun! (Black Tie not required!)

COMING EVENTS
• Libraries Rock!  Every Wednesday at 1 o’clock

• LegoMania Every Friday 11 to 5
• Book Club  4th Monday of the month

• Pockets Full of Fun Puppets July 25 at 1 pm
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Yard and 
Garden: All 
about Sweet Corn
Sweet corn fresh from the garden or 
farmers market makes a tasty addition to 
a summer picnic. Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach horticulturists 
offer tips for harvesting and storing 
sweet corn, and examine some of the 
pollination and disease issues that can 
impact yield. For more information, 
contact the ISU Hortline at 515-294-
3108 or hortline@iastate.edu.
     When should I harvest sweet corn? 
Harvest sweet corn at the milk stage. At 
this stage, the silks are brown and dry 
at the ear tip. When punctured with a 
thumbnail, the soft kernels produce a 
milky juice. Over mature corn is tough 
and doughy. An immature ear will not 
be completely filled to the tip and the 
kernels produce a clear, watery liquid 
when punctured.  
     The harvest date can be estimated by 
noting the date of silk emergence. The 
number of days from silk emergence to 
harvest is approximately 15 to 23 days. 
Sweet corn matures faster in hot weather 
and slower in cool weather.  
     Many sweet corn cultivars produce 
two ears per plant. The lower ear usually 
matures one or two days ahead of the 
upper one. To harvest the ears, hold the 
stalk below the ear. Twist the tip of the 
ear toward the ground until it breaks off. 
     How should sweet corn be stored? 
Store unhusked sweet corn in the 
refrigerator immediately after harvest. 
Standard sweet corn cultivars may lose 
50 percent of their sugar within 12 
hours of harvest if not immediately 
refrigerated. Unhusked sweet corn can 
be stored in the refrigerator for four to 
eight days. New high sugar cultivars are 
slower to convert sugar to starch and 

have a longer storage life. 
     Why are the ears on my sweet corn 
poorly filled? Poorly filled ears are 
usually the result of poor pollination. 
Hot, dry winds and dry soil conditions 
may adversely affect pollination and 
fertilization and result in poorly 
filled ears. Water sweet corn during 
pollination if the soil is dry. Improper 
planting also may affect pollination. 
Corn is wind pollinated. In gardens, 
plant sweet corn in blocks of four or 
more short rows to promote pollination. 
      What are the silvery white growths 
on some of my sweet corn?  The silvery 
white growths are likely common corn 
smut. Common corn smut is a fungal 
disease. Smut galls can develop on the 
stalks, leaves, ears or tassels of sweet 
corn. When broken open or “ripe,” the 
galls release millions of powdery black 

spores. Spores released by the smut galls 
fall to the soil, where they may survive 
for many years.  
     Several factors affect the severity of 
common smut. Corn smut is usually 
more common on plants heavily 
fertilized with nitrogen and those 
damaged by hail or mechanical means. 
Hot, dry weather also increases the 
incidence of corn smut.  
     Corn smut control strategies include 
avoiding cultivars that are highly 
susceptible to smut, avoiding mechanical 
injury to plants during cultivation, and 
providing adequate (but not excessive) 
amounts of nitrogen. Smut infested 
portions of the sweet corn plant (or the 
entire plant) should be removed from 
the garden and destroyed before the galls 
break open.

OWNERS: BONNIE & RICH NEWGARD

TOWN & COUNTRY FLORAL
ALL INVENTORY 65% OFF RETAIL PRICE 

THURSDAY, JULY 19 ~ 9 AM - 4 PM 
FRIDAY, JULY 20 ~ 9 AM - 4 PM 

SATURDAY, JULY 21 ~ 9 AM - 12 PM

LOTS OF VERY NICE HOME DECOR AND SO 
MUCH MORE! GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR

EARLY CHRISTMAS SHOPPING!
QUESTIONS? CALL: 841-4417 
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MOVIE
THURSDAY

9:30PM

JULY 19TH

@ SOCCER FIELDS

AFTER LITTLE MISS

SPONSORED BY
POCAHONTAS COUNTY

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS

ALL AGES WELCOME $5 ADULTS $3 6- 17 FREE 5 & UNDER

POPCORN AND REFRESHMENTS provided by Mccartan ins & cuts to dye for

pocahontaspocahontas

now showing jumanji

now showing jumanji

Advertising
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Church 

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Pastor Ed Frank

Wed., July 18th:
Book Club @ 9 a.m.
NO Worship Committee meeting
Administrative Council meeting @ 
8:15 p.m.

Thurs., July 19th:
Pastor Ed out of the office for 
continuing education

Fri., July 20th:
Autumm out of the office
Men’s Bible Study @ 7 a.m.

Sun., July 22nd:
Adult Sunday School class @ 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship Coffee @ 9:30 a.m.
Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Laurens Swim Team Banquet here @ 
5 p.m.

Mon., July 23rd:
Pastor Ed out of the office through 
July 27th

This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Pastor Scott Baker

Thursday: July 19, 2018 
9:00 AM ~ Morning Circle at Pat Boughey’s

Sunday: July 22, 2018
9th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 AM ~ Worship w/Healing 
10:00 AM ~ Coffee Fellowship 
10:30 AM ~ Adult SS
Usher & Greeter: John & Dawn Jamison

Monday: July 23, 2018 
7:00 PM ~ Hand Bell Rehearsal

 Worship, Love, Accept~
Together in Christ’s Name

This Week at First 
Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Friday, July 20  
7:00 p.m. - AA

Sunday, July 22   
9:30 a.m. - Worship followed by 
coffee fellowship 

Resurrection 
of Our Lord 
Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. 
Craig Collison, VF

MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass as scheduled in the 
weekly bulletin
Saturday at 5:00 PM
Sunday at 10:30 AM

Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm at 
Resurrection

Office: 16 SW 2nd Street, 
Pocahontas

Office Phone: 712-335-3242 

Residence Phone: 712-335-8065

E-mail: colly@ncn.net

Pastoral Care: Sister Renae 
Hohensee, 
563-552-8666
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www.extension.iastate.edu/pocahontas 

CELEBRATE 

of Extension and Outreach in 
Pocahontas County 

We will have a short presentation at 6:00 pm by John Lawrence, 
Iowa State University Vice President for Extension and Outreach.  

Thursday Evening Events are: 
Pork Tenderloin Supper, 5:00 - 7:00 pm 
4-H Endowment Pie Auction
Pocahontas County Fair Queen
Little Miss Pocahontas Contest

Pocahontas County Fair  
July 18th — July 23rd

July 19, 2018 | 6:00 pm 
Pocahontas County Fairgrounds 

100 YEARS 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach programs are available to all without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, 
sex, age, or disability. 
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Generations of Impact
When Francis & Mary Svuba started their farming operation, ISU Extension was there 
to offer knowledge and advice for farmers just starting out. Not long after, their sons 
Danny and Darwin began showing cattle in the Pocahontas County Fair. Daughters, 
Donna and Diane also enjoyed bringing baked goods and other static exhibits to the 
fair. Danny and Darwin were both very active in 4-H & FFA through their school years 
which included many opportunities thanks to ISU Extension and Outreach Pocahontas 
County. Because of the impact of these experiences, Danny went to college at ISU and 
was majoring in Ag Business until his death in 1985. Darwin stayed in Laurens and raised his own livestock, raising pigs, cattle and chickens 
and helped his father farm after getting home from his regular job. In 1995 Darwin quit his full time job to farm full-time with his father.  
     Naturally, their children, Brent and Amanda became active in 4-H as soon as they were of age to join. They learned the time and effort it 
takes to have your animals ready to show and the cost of raising animals at a young age. Feeding their bucket calves their bottles morning and 
night and breaking them to lead, getting up every day to lead the calves around the yard, wash them up and tie them up, washing chickens 
and pigs, the list goes on, all hard work but all worth it. There was nothing they looked forward to more than Pocahontas County Fair time. 
A time when all your hard work pays off in hopes to get that Grand Champion trophy or that exhibit moving on to the Iowa State Fair, which 
happened on more than one occasion. Brent will tell you more times for him than Amanda and Amanda will tell you the opposite, a final 
count by a neutral party is still to come. Perhaps what they looked forward to the most was a week of spending time with your friends all day 
long at the fairgrounds and starting a tab in your parent’s name at the concession stand and charging food to it all week long! Some friends 
were from your school but most were friends from the neighboring towns that you only saw at the fair and on occasion when you played each 
other in sports. Emotions ran high when you had to sell the calf you raised from tiny bucket calf for the last year and a half at the auction and 
many tears were shed when you led it onto the semi to go to the locker but that only made us stronger and taught us the real world at a young 
age. All of these opportunities, skills gained and work ethic instilled were learned because of opportunities made possible by ISU Extension 
and Outreach Pocahontas County. Both Brent and Amanda held officer roles in their 4-H group and went on to be very active in the Laurens-
Marathon FFA Chapter, holding officer roles, participating in many competitions at a state level, obtaining their Iowa Farmer degrees and 
Brent his American Farmer degree. No doubt these experiences helped Brent in his decision to stay in Laurens and farm with his dad and raise 
show cattle. Amanda also stayed in Laurens and enjoys helping out at the farm when called upon.
     In 1998 Darwin joined the Pocahontas County Fair Board; he has served as President of the Fair Board since 1999. He said when his 
kids graduated he was going to hang up his hat, well fast forward to 2017 when his first grandchild, Ava became a Pocahontas County 4-H 
member and Grandpa Darwin is still the Fair Board president. As most of you know, volunteers are hard to come by and the fair is not 
something Darwin wants to see die so he continues to serve. He knows firsthand the positive impact it has on a person. Many certification 
classes and educational classes needed in their farming operation have been made possible through ISU Extension and Outreach for Darwin 
and Brent. 
     1994 to 2002, Darwin served on the ISU Extension and Outreach Council and held the officer role as Chair for Extension Council for 
six years. Brent is following his fathers footsteps as he currently serves on the ISU Extension and Outreach Council and Amanda stays active 
in 4-H now that her daughter Ava is a 4-H member. Already, Ava has learned the work it takes to prepare your animals for the fair, to get 
your static exhibits ready, that raising animals is expensive and has unfortunately learned the hard lesson of losing an animal. You will still 
find the whole Svuba clan at the fair all week long, even when they didn’t have anyone showing and of course you can find them in a seat at 
the endowment pie auction to support this great program! 4 more Svuba grandchildren will join 4-H in the next 2 years and they can’t wait 
for their fair days to begin! Ava, Kyler, Dawson, Beckett and Brayton have all taken advantage of the many programs that ISU Extension and 
Outreach has to offer for children and they always have a good time while learning. They make new friends at these events, too. 
     Without the opportunities brought to the Svuba Family over the generations by ISU Extension and Outreach, many aspects of their lives 
may truly be different. Thanks to the impact of ISU Extension and Outreach, we all learned the value of hard work, communication skills, 
confidence, money management, goal making, teamwork skills, leadership and so much more and our lives are better because of the impact 
made by ISU Extension and Outreach, 4-H and FFA. We encourage all kids to be involved, sign up for the classes and programs that ISU 
Extension and Outreach Pocahontas County offer, join 4-H and FFA, you will learn skills and make friends that will last you a lifetime. What 
you learn and who you meet at these opportunities may change the course of your life and you don’t even know it is happening. Adults, it 
isn’t too late for you either, Extension and Outreach does many courses for adults that offer great life tools and they are usually for a nominal 
fee, sign up for them! Do you have a skill that you would like to share with children? Ask the ISU Extension and Outreach if they can help 
you make this happen. Volunteer to help out, there are never enough volunteers! Run for Extension Council or join the Fair Board and let 
your ideas and voice be heard and make an impact. Great programs like this don’t work without the help of many; let’s keep the Pocahontas 
County Fair around for years to come! 

By: Amanda Tendal
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When: Thursday, July 19, 2018        
followed by ISU Extension and Outreach 

100th Year Presentation 
 Where: On the stage at the Fairgrounds

Pies made by 4-H Volunteers 
Financial donations to the 4-H Endowment also welcome during       

Pork Tenderloin Supper from 5 p.m.— 7 p.m. 

Join Us To Support 

PIE AUCTION 
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Pocahontas County Fair 
4-H and FFA Livestock Auction

8:30 a.m. Monday, July 23, 2018 
Livestock Arena - Fairgrounds, Pocahontas, IA 

Located at: 310 NE 1st Street or 1 block East of the Courthouse  
For more information, call ISU Extension and Outreach Pocahontas County at 712-335-3103 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic infor-
mation, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not 
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to the Diversity Officer, 50   
Beardshear Hall,  0  Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa    00,  0 -594-0485,  extdiversity@iastate.edu.  
All other inquiries may be directed to 8  -565-38 4.  

8:30 a.m. - Auction will begin with: 
 Individual beef 

Swine 
Sheep 

BUILDING A #STRONGIOWA 

JOIN US WWW.EXTENSION.IASTATE.EDU/POCAHONTAS 

Extension News
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July 18-23, 2018 Fair Schedule 

Wednesday of Fair 

4:30-5:30 p.m.  Sheep Weigh-in 

4:30-6:30 p.m.  Open Bucket Calf and Lamb    

   Class may be stalled 

3:00 p.m. Dog Obedience & Dog Agility Show 

5:00-6:30 p.m. Rabbit and Poultry Check-in 

6:00-7:00 p.m. Market Beef Weigh-in 

No hogs weighed-in until Thursday 

Thursday of Fair 

7:00- 8:30 a.m.  Swine Weigh-in/Check-in (carcass scan will be in 
afternoon) 

8:30 -10:30 a.m.  Advanced Feeder Pens Weigh-in 

9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Judging of Static Exhibits (by clubs) 

11:00 a.m. –1:00 p.m. Open Pantry & Needlecraft Exhibits entered 

1:00 p.m. Open Pantry Exhibits judged followed by Open 
Needlecrafts judged 

3:30 - 5:30 p.m. State Fair Selection 4-H Exhibit Building closed 

5:00 -7:00 p.m. Pork Tenderloin Supper 

5:00 – 6:30 p.m.  Availa Bank Serving FREE Ice Cream 

6:00 p.m. Opening Ceremony followed by ISU Extension and 
Outreach 100th Year Plaque Presentation  

4-H Endowment Pie Auction

Pocahontas County Fair Queen 
Little Miss Pocahontas Contest 

5:30 -9:00 p.m. 4-H Exhibit Building open

Friday of Fair 

8:00 a.m. Swine Showmanship followed by Swine Judging 

8:30 –11:30 a.m. Open Farm and Garden and Flower entries due 

12:00 p.m. Open Farm and Garden Judging 

10:00 a.m.– 3:00 p.m. 4-H and FFA Garden ENTRY & 
  Judging (Last name beginning in A-H 10:00-12:00; 
Q-Z 12:00-1:30; I-P 1:30-3:00)

3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Farm Credit Services serving FREE Ice Cream               

3:00 – 9:00 p.m.  Commercial Exhibits Open 

3:00 - 4:30p.m. Open Class Photography, Photography Challenge, 
and Fine Arts Entered 

5:00-7:00 p.m. Lamb Burger Supper 

4:30 p.m.-done Open Class Photography and 
  Fine Arts Judging 

6:00 p.m. Open Jr. Sheep Show Followed 
  by Sheep Showmanship  
  Followed by Sheep Show 

6:00 p.m. Open Horse Show 

9:00 p.m. All Exhibits Close 

 

Saturday of Fair 

8:30 a.m. Judging of Advanced Cattle Feeders 

9:00 a.m. Bucket Calf check-in; 4-H & Open—EAST door of 
Beef Bldg. 

9:00 a.m. Judging of 2nd Year Bucket Calf  
  followed by Judging of Market Beef followed  
  by Judging of 4-H Bucket Calf  
  followed by Judging of Open Jr.  
  Bucket Calf Show Beef Showmanship followed by 
Judging of Breeding Beef  

  followed by Feeder Calf Judging  

9:30-11:30 am Farm Bureau Free Watermelon 

11:30 (not before beef is over)  4-H/FFA/Open Pet Show    
4-H/FFA Rabbit Show followed by (will show in
open arena) 4-H/FFA Poultry Show (will show in 
open arena) 

3:00 – 9:00 p.m.  Commercial Exhibits Open 

4:00 p.m. 4-H/FFA Horse Show

5:00 - 7:30 p.m. Beef Steak Sandwich Supper 

5:00-7:00 p.m. Pocahontas Community  
Hospital serving FREE Ice Cream 

6:00 p.m. Community Band 

9:00 p.m. All Exhibits Close 

Sunday of Fair 

1:00 - 4:00 p.m. Commercial Exhibits Open 

2:00 p.m. Overall Showmanship (Sr. Beef,  
 Sheep, Swine showmanship winners) 

3:00 p.m. Pedal Pull 

4:00 Corn Quiz Bowl 

 4:00 p.m. Check Out of Open Farm & Garden Exhibits Open  
Needlecrafts/Photo./Fine Arts/Pantry 

4:30 - 6:30 p.m.   Turkey Tenderloins served by Fair Board  

5:30 p.m. Clothing Event Rehearsal 

5:45 p.m. Pictures of Individuals who have 
  State Fair Exhibits/Honorable  

  Mention/Outstanding Juniors 

6:00 p.m. Clothing Event followed by Closing Ceremony 
followed by All 4-H check-outs immediately after Closing 
Ceremony– all livestock and static exhibits will lose 
premiums if removed before closing ceremony  
(except livestock sold at auction) 

Monday of Fair 

8:30 a.m.   Livestock Auction (Beef, Swine, Sheep, 2018) 

Clean-Up of Fairgrounds and Livestock Barns after sale 
of your animal, you are responsible to help clean the 
livestock barn. 

*All times are approximate during animal shows *
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July 2nd, 2018 
The Laurens City Council met in regular session at the Municipal at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, July 2nd, 2018.  

Mayor Rod Johnson called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  Present were Council members, Jean Swanson, Aaron 
Christenson, Rich Newgard, John Jamison, Julie Potter, City Manager Hilary Reed, City Clerk Joan Hoben, Public Works 
Director Julian Johnsen, City Attorney Ann Beneke, and Police Chief Tom Shaw.  

Potter moved to approve the consent agenda, with the minutes from the June 18h, 2018 meeting, the list of claims 
with the addition of the Outdoor Liquor Licenses for Rally Point and City of Laurens for the Summer Celebration.  
Jamison seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.  

CLAIMS      7/2/2018 

A&M SERVICES, INC MOPS, RAGS, RUGS   90.74  

ACCO CHEMICALS    881.11  

ALLIANT ENERGY MONTHLY GAS FEE    1,194.02  

AMAZON BOOKS    496.38  

BAKER & TAYLOR BOOKS    969.53  

BOMGAARS CLOTHING ALLOWANCE    191.94  
BROWN SUPPLY CO DISTRIBUTION SUPPLIES    240.00  

CAPSTONE PRESS INC KIDS NONFICTION BOOKS 1,082.01  
COUNSEL COPIES   98.05  
FAMILY TREE CARE SPRAYING    1,500.00  
HALLETT MATERIALS COLD PATCH    1,397.55  
HARN R/O SYSTEMS INC CHEMICALS    3,760.00  
HEART 'N HOME BLOMGREN FLOWERS   31.00  
HILARY REED MILEAGE   16.67  
ICMA RETIREMENT 457    400.00  
IRS FED/FICA TAX    5,040.37  
IOWA CITY/CO MANAGEMENT 2018-2019 MEMBERSHIP    120.00  
IOWA LEAGUE OF CITIES MEMBER DUES    935.00  
IPERS IPERS    4,940.48  
IPERS/PD PROTECTED IPERS    1,772.60  
JCL SOLUTIONS HAND TOWELS    152.04  
JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL PARTS FOR STREET SWEEPER   30.60  
JULIAN JOHNSEN FUEL   30.00  
KEEP IOWA BEAUTIFUL DUES MEMBERSHIP    1,920.00  
LAURENS HOUSE OF PRINT CARDS   83.00  
LMPC PHONE & INTERNET    103.92  
LMU MONTHLY UTILITIES    7,629.30  
LAURENS PLUMBING AUTO FLUSHES    939.99  
LAURENS STATE BANK POSTAGE    252.38  
LEE BAILEY NUISANCE MOWING    675.00  
THE MACHINE SHOP SHOP SUPPLIES   87.75  
NORTHERN LIGHTS FOOD 
SERVICE POOL CONCESSION    125.68  
PAT MURRAY MILEAGE    203.25  
POC CLERK OF COURT 214 S. HARRISON NUSIANCE    185.00  
POC COUNTY RECORDER RECORDERS FEE   12.00  
POCAHONTAS TITLE CO LLC ABSTRACTING SERVICES    150.00  
POCAHONTAS EQUIPMENT WEED EATER PARTS    388.96  
RON HAPES SUPPLIES   27.80  
SANTANDER LEASING, LLC JULY MONTHLY PAYMENT    4,852.15  
SHIELD TECHNOLOGY CORP SOFTWARE    1,500.00  
SIEPKER AUTO REPAIR BATTERY    523.76  
STAPLES SUPPLIES    163.86  
TREASURER STATE OF IA JUNE SALES TAX    5,302.00  
US BANK SUPPLIES   37.44  
USPS POSTAGE    303.60  
VERIZON WIRELESS CELLPHONE    125.74  
WELLMARK JUNE HEALTH INSURANCE    9,443.71  

TOTAL      60,406.38  

PAYROLL 6/18/2018 
001 GENERAL    9,002.55  
210 ROAD USE TAX    1,486.69  
600 WATER    2,263.06  
610 SEWER    1,893.46  
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670 GARBAGE    2,504.26  
TOTAL      17,150.02  

PAID TOTAL      77,556.40  
BY FUND 

001 GENERAL 34,424.83  

110 ROAD USE TAX 5,525.65  
112 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS    5,320.00  
200 DEBT SERVICE    3,390.81  
317 PRAIRIE PARK TRAIL   12.00  
600 WATER      16,069.80  
610 SEWER    6,289.22  
670 GARBAGE    6,524.09  

TOTAL BY FUND      77,556.40  

REVENUES GENERAL 22,995.52  

ROAD USE TAX 12,362.48  

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 3,644.55  
EMERGENCY LEVY    215.19  
LOCAL OPTION    8,261.65  
TIF    668.81  
SISTER CITY    851.57  
POOL RESTRICTED    1,770.00  
POCKET PARK    125.00  
DEBT SERVICE    3,923.12  
CAPITAL EQUIPMENT    417.06  
WATER      43,467.07  
SEWER      30,550.46  
GARBAGE      20,668.49  
STORM WATER    2,572.00  

   TOTAL    152,492.97  

Tom Madsen, on behalf of Silver Dollar Saloon asked the council for permission for an outdoor beer garden for 
the Summer Celebration on July 14th.  Newgard motioned to approve said beer garden.  Christenson seconded.  All ayes; 
motion carried.   

Charger Pride and FIT asked the council for permission to hold the 3/5K Color Run on Saturday, July 14th.  The 
route will be the same as years past.  Swanson motioned to approve the 3/5K Color Run.  Potter seconded.  All ayes; 
motion carried.  

Pam Orr with Safe Haven Animal Shelter presented the shelter’s annual update to the council.  After much 
discussion, Jamison motioned to approve a payment of $2000 for FY19.  Newgard seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.  

After much discussion on Chapter 75, ATVs and Snowmobiles, the council decided to not make any changes to 
the ordinance.   

Swanson moved to award the construction contract for the CDGB at 333 Sadie Street to Gilman Services.  
Jamison seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.       

Newgard moved to award the construction contract for the CDGB at 340 S. Harrison Street to Gilman Services.  
Potter seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.   

Mayor Johnson read Resolution 13-18 proclaiming Rich and Bonnie Newgard as the 2018 Laurens Summer 
Celebration Grand Marshals.  Roll call vote: Potter, Jamison, Newgard, Christenson, Swanson.  Nays: none.  Motion 
carried.   

Swanson motioned to approve Resolution 14-18 with the addition of the changes for Fire and Ambulance 
Directors and Assistant Directors.  Newgard seconded.  Roll call vote: Potter, Jamison, Newgard, Christenson, Swanson.  
Nays: none.  Motion carried. 

During the council member, city staff reports, and citizens opportunity for comment, discussion was held on 
opinions of campers, semi-tractor trailers, and truck routes.  Further discussions will be held to help resolve the issues at 
hand.   

Potter moved to adjourn at 6:26 p.m.  Swanson seconded.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

_________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Rod Johnson, Mayor  Hilary Reed, City Clerk 




