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Local News

My Brother’s 
Dream
 
"I want to go to America!" A 6 
year old girl sitting, religiously 
watching over and over every 
sunset at the seashore of  
Tinambac, Philippines,  her 
birthplace. She dreams of going 
to America. Yes, across that sea is 
America. I watched every plane 
that passed by. Whenever I see an 
American, I would like to marry 
one someday. I believe when we 
dream, we work on it.
     My dream of coming to America  
came true after I married a Danish-
American man through Pen Pal. 
I left my family behind, assuring 
them that someday they too will be 
reunited with me in the land that 
most people would love to go to. 
     February 4, 1984. I set foot on 
American soil and kiss the ground 
when I land in Seattle. I look up 
to the sky and thank God, I am 
in America, and there is the snow! 
After all the long fl ights we landed 
in Fort Dodge, Iowa, all I saw 
was snow. I had my fi rst taste of 
snow. From a big city with several 
thousand people, then landing in 

the small town of Laurens, Iowa was 
a big shock for me. It took fi ve years 
of adjustment. It wasn't easy to be 
separated from my family and away 
from the culture where you grew up, 
but something has to be sacrifi ced for 
others: the family.
     There were many days and nights 
I had to cry and only letters kept me 
posted of my family back home in 
the Philippines. Whatever I ate here, 
I wished my family could eat also. As 
I slept in my soft bed, I wished my 
family could sleep in these also. When 
in the car I rode, I imagined my 
family was all in there and especially 
during Christmas, I wish I was there 

to celebrate with my big family.  
Even we didn’t have fancy presents, 
but we were together. There were 
many sacrifi ces made just to have 
a dream come true.  That dream 
was not only for me, but for others.  
My tears vanished when I received 
letters from my family back home. 
I tried to keep myself busy to avoid 
homesickness. Four children kept 
me busy, but my family I left behind 
was still at the back of my mind.  I 
want them to be with me to have a 
better life here.  
     When I became a US citizen 
in 1989, I petitioned my parents 
but my mother's illness prevented 
them from coming over. She was 
scared to fl y on the plane and 
experience the cold weather. I 
decided to petition my youngest 
brother Cenon. I told him not to 
get married, then the following 
year, my other three brothers, but 
the other one had some problems 
with his name spelling and in a 
year he got married, the two eldest 
ones couldn’t make it because 
of health problems. The three 
brothers remained single and waited 

...continued to page 2...
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patiently. They too loved to come to 
America.
     Because of the limit of visa 
issuance, brothers or sisters take a 
while, some with 20-24 years to wait. 
All these years my brother Cenon 
waited patiently and remained 
single. He met a woman who was 
soon to be married, but at the back 
of his mind, his dream to come to 
America prevailed. He let her go and 
she married someone else. He made 
himself busy by working here and 
there and as years passed, my parents 
were getting old so he took care of 
them.  
     When my father passed away 
in 2012, Cenon devoted his time 
to take care of our mother who is 
always ill. I continued to help them 
and still hoped that someday he will 
come to America. There were times 
that I thought it would not happen.  
His petition was approved in 1991, 
and constant follow ups were made. 
Finally, in 2010 after I received a 
notice from immigration for visa 
availability I jumped for joy, but not 
for long when I had to wait for more 
years.  
     I sat back and prayed a lot.  In 
2014 I was informed to get him 
ready for all the procedures to get the 
visa.  My mother's illness kept my 
youngest brother closer to her, then 
it seemed he wouldn’t and couldn’t 
leave her. In his mind, he waited this 
long but who will take care of his 
mother.  
     I went home this year 2015 
to convince my mother. "Nanay 
(mother) please let him go, and I 

Local News

will get some one to care for you. He 
will keep in touch with you and I 
will take care of him in America." I 
pleaded.  
     It hurt her, but the poor man 
waited 24 years and he was also being 
pushed by his friends to go.
     “That’s once in a lifetime Cenon, 
you go!"
     His attachment to our mother 
was very strong. He was scared to 
fl y, but all the positive words of 
encouragement made him decide to 
go. 
      March 26, 2015. He set foot 
on American soil.  “After 24 years 
of waiting I can't believe am here 
now!" He said with a big smile on 
his face. He had the same feelings 
that I did, and he was shocked upon 
landing in a small town, but now he 
is adjusting.  
     "It's so peaceful here in Laurens, 
Iowa; fresh air and the people are 
friendly in small towns." he said.  
When he looked for a mall, he 
couldn’t believe we had to drive 
forty-fi ve minutes to one hour to see 
a mall or go to big cities.  He enjoys 
eating different kinds of fruits and 
meat. "The meat here is so tender, it 
doesn't take long to cook it!" He is 
looking forward to winter and seeing 
real snow also. "How cold does it get 
here and how high is the snow?" He 
asks many questions and I told him 
"let's just enjoy the summer and fall, 
then in a few months you will have 
the taste of snow also!" he just shook 
his head. 
     His happiness turned into sadness 
when our mother passed away on 

June 3, 2015 at the age of eighty-
one. He thought that his leaving 
for America shortened her life.  He 
loved his mother dearly.  I told him, 
not really, we will all die anytime, 
anywhere. We had the chance to see 
our family, view the wake, and even 
join in the funeral services of our 
mother via skype. 
     It was hard for both of us, but 
there was no way we can go home 
right away after we both just arrived 
in America.  Now, I keep him busy 
at home and he works in some part 
time jobs while he waited for his 
green card.  
     He did not wait for too long, 
because he received his green card in 
a few days. Now he is a very happy 
and lucky person. "I'm happy that 
am now reunited with my only sister 
Flor" in this country. My dream 
came true also just like her dream. I 
wanted to go to America. Now with 
my green card, I am ready to work!" 
with that big smile on his face. 
     “Yes, I told him, this is America 
and the password is WORK. 
Welcome to America where your 
dream will come true if you work 
hard. Be an asset and not a liability 
in this country.”  
     These were my words of advice to 
my youngest brother. 
     Welcome to America, brother!  In 
the next four years, my other two 
brothers will be with us also.

...continued from page 1...
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Invest in the 
Future, Serve on 
the L-M School 
Board 
With school board elections 
coming this fall, now is the time 
for Laurens-Marathon citizens 
to consider stepping up to the 
challenge of this important public 
service.  School board elections will 
be held on Tuesday, September 8.  
In addition, Laurens-Marathon will 
be conducting a special election in 
conjunction with the school board 
election to move funds from debt 
service to the general fund totaling 
approximately $90,000.  Currently, 
these funds are sitting idle in the debt 
service account not being used.  To 
be used in the general fund requires a 
simple majority of the voters.  
     Three school board seats are 
currently up for election. School 
board terms are four year terms 
beginning in September or October 
following the canvas of the election 
results.  Terms will run until the fall 
of 2019.
     Laurens-Marathon is governed by 
a school board made up of fi ve locally 
elected citizens who spend hundreds 
of hours a year making decisions 
aimed at promoting higher levels 
of student achievement.  Even now, 
while students enjoy the summer 
holiday, the L-M school board is 
working to address a myriad of 
challenges in public rural education.
     Improving and assessing student 

learning, reducing the performance 
gap for poor and minority students, 
providing for smaller class sizes, 
promoting school safety, and doing 
it all with decreasing budgets are just 
some of the issues on the agendas of 
school boards around the state. The 
L-M school board serves as a vital 
link between the community and 
the classroom making policy, setting 
budgets and providing leadership and 
advocacy for public education
     As “governors” of the school 
district, school board members 
perform critical functions in four 
major areas:
   • Vision - The board focuses the 
work of the district and community 
on student achievement through a 
comprehensive strategic planning 
process.
   • Structure - The board governs 
the district through prudent fi nancial 
planning and oversight and diligent 
and innovative policy making.
   • Accountability - The board 
infuses all programs and crucial 
policies with specifi c goals and a 
process for evaluation, reporting and 
recommendations for improvements.
   • Advocacy - The 
board champions public 
education in the local 
community and before state 
and federal policy makers.  
Each school board member 
brings his or her own style 
of leadership to school 
board service.  
     While there is no “ideal” 
working style, there are 
certain basic characteristics 
that contribute to successful 

school board service.  Effective 
school board members have a sincere 
interest in public education and are 
committed to ensuring a quality 
education for the children in their 
communities. They are respected 
and involved in their communities 
and bring with them a broad base 
of knowledge and experience.  
Furthermore, they are willing to 
spend long hours working as a 
team with other board members to 
benefi t the school district and the 
community.  
     Public education is a promise to 
our children; a promise that they 
will be prepared for the challenge 
of being responsible citizens of our 
society.  Serving your community 
as a school board member means 
making a commitment to the 
children and being a part of 
honoring that promise.  
     Invest in the future, please 
consider serving on your local school 
board.  Candidacy papers must be 
fi led by 5:00 p.m., July 30th, in the 
district central offi ce with the Board 
Secretary, Hilary Reed.
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Connie Dallenbach as Martha Davis, 
Laurens milliner. 

Don Aschenbrenner as Silas Shepherd, 
ran a dray wagon in Laurens making 

deliveries all over town.

Bob Schuler recognizing the two 
Spanish-American War veterans buried 

in the Laurens Cemetery - Frederick 
"Fritz" Lindeman and Wilson Hinkley 

Matt Hertz as Martin Hertz, his great great 
grandfather. 

Clarence Siepker as Homer Kyle (father 
of Mark Kyle) and Rich Newgard as his 

neighbor and seed corn salesman. 

Dave Alstott as Andy Henriksen, Laurens 
blacksmith. 

2015 Cemetery Tour Photos 
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Taylor Zurek and Nick Zurek, portraying their great 
great grandparents, Rev. Charles H. Seward and 
his wife, Florence. Rev. Seward was the minister 
at the Laurens Methodist Church during the late 

1920's into the 1930's.

Local News 

Rich Ehlers as William Henry Harrison Troxel, the 
last Laurens Civil War veteran to be buried in the 

Laurens Cemetery.

Dave Alstott talking to people on one of the people 
movers during the cemetery tour.

Fonda Arts Center - Second 
Sunday
On August’s Second Sunday, August 9th, the Fonda Arts Center 
has on tap for your enjoyment a non-stop collage of “Oldies 
in the Afternoon”, performed by Randy Schmitt and Larry 
Heschke.  Music dating back to the mid 1900s including Alley 
Cat, As Time Goes By, Let Me Call You Sweetheart, and many, 
many more, will have you saying “Thanks for the Memories”!  
And while you are with us, check out the progress of the Fonda 
Arts Center’s fresh new look, thanks to a successful residing 
campaign and the generosity of all the Friends of the Fonda Arts 
Center!
     All this happening at the Fonda Arts Center, on the 
Northwest corner of Fourth and Main Streets, Sunday, August 
9th, beginning at 2:00 p.m.  Everyone is welcome; the Arts 
Center is handicapped accessible.  As always, free admission, free 
refreshments!

2015 Cemetery Tour Photos 
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Show & Shine Car, Tractor & Motorcyle Show Reults 2015
A really warm July night produced 63 entries for the show, 10 motorcycles, 15 tractors and 38 cars. Awards were as follows: 
Oldest Car - Dick Lund, Laurens 1931 Model A; Oldest Motorcycle - Dave Schossow, Laurens 1973 Honda CB 350 4 
Cylinder; Oldest Tractor - Larry White, Laurens 1936 I-H I-12; Traveled the Furthest - Douglas Beikman of Linn, KS; Auto 
Body Clinic Award - Dave Inman, Storm Lake 1957 Oldsmobile 88 Coupe; People’s Choice Car - Douglas Beikman, Linn, 
KS 1967 RS Chevy Camero; People’s Choice Car 2nd Place - Jim Willmore, Wallingford 1965 Mustang; People’s Choice 
Tractor - Larry White, Laurens 1936 I-H I-12; People’s Choice Motorcycle - Dave Schossow, Laurens 2015 Polaris Slingshot
     New this year was the tractor show which was coordinated by Larry White of Laurens. Dash plaques were given to all 
registered as well as goodie bags from the Chamber of Commerce. Included in the bages were treats from Jack Links, local 
coupons and ice water from Laurens Plumbing/Hwy 10 Hardware. Darrell Nicol from Auto Body Clinic also gave a special 
trophy. 
     Also new was Dave Schossow as roving color commentator with his portable PA system. 

Darrell Nicol presenting Auto Body Clinic Award to Dave Inman.

Larry White winner of oldest tractor and people’s choice tractor. 
Presented by Kate Ellis. 

Dick Lund winner of oldest car. 

People’s Choice Car, Douglas Beikman, Linn, KS
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Dave Schossow’s Polaris Slingshot, winner of People’s Choice.

Furthest Traveled, Douglas Beikman, Linn, KS and Kate Ellis
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Laurens Pool Project, c/o City of Laurens
272 North 3rd Street, Laurens, IA 50554
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www.laurens-ia.com
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LEMONADE 
FOR 

EVERYONE!!! 
These girls ROCKED it selling 

cold lemonade on the HOT 
afternoon on Friday, July 10.  
With bubbly personalities like 

these girls have who could refuse 
buying a glass or two from them!!! 
They were so pumped when they 
earned $355.74 to donate to the 
new pool fund! One of the girls 
told me “We need a new pool 
sooner than later and we want 
to help that happen!” Pictured 

left to right are: Elizabeth Runneberg, Riley Oxenreider, Kennedy Tate and Jaci 
Nelson.

The New Pool Committee will be having a garage sale at 207 E. Arthur Street 
during city wide garage sales on Aug. 1st, if you have something you would like 
to donate to the new pool fund we will sell it that day.  Please call Alice Pomeroy 
at 712-841-2378 or drop it off at the Pomeroys house at 102 E Section Line Rd.
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Farmers 
Encouraged To 
Apply Now For 
Cost-Share For 
Cover Crops, No-
Till/Strip-Till 
And Nitrifi cation 
Inhibitor
Assistance available through 
Iowa Water Quality Initiative

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Bill 
Northey today reminded Iowa farmers 
that funds are available to help install 
practices focused on protecting water 
quality.  Practices eligible for this 
funding are cover crops, no-till or strip 
till, or using a nitrifi cation inhibitor 
when applying fertilizer.
     The cost share rate for fi rst-time 
users of cover crops is $25 per acre, 
no-till or strip till are eligible for $10 
per acre and farmers using a nitrapyrin 
nitrifi cation inhibitor when applying 
fall fertilizer can receive $3 per acre. 
Farmers are eligible for cost share on 
up to 160 acres.
     First-time users that apply by July 
24 will be the fi rst applications funded.  
First-time users that apply after July 24 
will still receive priority consideration, 
but funds will also be made available 
to farmers that have used cover crops 
in the past for cost share assistance at 
$15 per acre.

     “We already have $1.6 million 
in applications from more than 700 
farmers interested in doing more on 
their farm to protect water quality. 
This includes fi rst-time uses of cover 
crops as well as farmers who have tried 
them before and are willing to do even 
more,” Northey said.  “Fortunately, 
as a result of the signifi cant increase 
in funding for water quality, we have 
additional funds available. I hope 
interested farmers will contact their 
local Soil and Water Conservation 
District soon to learn more about the 
assistance that is available.”
     Farmers are also encouraged 
to visit their local Soil and Water 
Conservation District offi ce to inquire 
about additional opportunities for cost 
share funding through other programs 
offered at their local SWCDs.
     The cost share assistance was 
announced on May 12.  Since then, 
the Governor has signed into law $9.6 
million to support the Iowa Water 
Quality Initiative, which is an increase 
of $5.2 million from the $4.4 million 
provided last year.
     The Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship also 
received $6.75 million for conservation 
cost share, a portion of which can be 
used on management practices such as 
cover crops.
     In the last 2 years this program has 
been available, over 1,400 farmers put 
in new nutrient reduction practices on 
over 144,000 acres.  The state provided 
about $3.4 million in cost share 
funding to help farmers try a water 
quality practice for the fi rst time and 
Iowa farmers provided at least another 
$3.4 million to support these water 
quality practices.

     Background on Iowa Water 
Quality Initiative The Iowa Water 
Quality Initiative was established in 
2013 to help implement the Nutrient 
Reduction Strategy, which is a science 
and technology based approach to 
achieving a 45 percent reduction in 
nitrogen and phosphorus losses to our 
waters.  The strategy brings together 
both point sources, such as municipal 
wastewater treatment plants and 
industrial facilities, and nonpoint 
sources, including farm fi elds and 
urban stormwater runoff, to address 
these issues.
     The initiative seeks to harness the 
collective ability of both private and 
public resources and organizations to 
deliver a clear and consistent message 
to stakeholders to reduce nutrient loss 
and improve water quality.
     In addition to statewide cost share, 
16 targeted Water Quality Initiative 
demonstration watershed projects have 
been funded to help implement and 
demonstrate water quality practices.  
The state has provided $7.4 million 
in funding to support these projects 
and has leveraged an additional $11.7 
million in additional funding from 
partners and landowners.  More than 
95 organizations are participating in 
these projects.
     Nine Urban Conservation Water 
Quality Initiative Demonstration 
Projects have also been funded.  
The state has awarded $655,194 in 
funding and partners and landowners 
participating in the projects will 
provide $2.43 million to support 
urban conservation efforts.
     More information about the 
initiative can be found at www.
CleanWaterIowa.org. 
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LIVE  
MUSIC!

135 N 3rd St, Laurens, IA 50554
(712) 841-6986

Thursday night special for July 23 is grilled brats & burgers!

Now serving lunch on Wednesdays 
Seving 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. $8/plate
Wednesday, July 29 Lunch Special

Salisbury steak, Mashed Potatoes & Peas

Special for Friday 
night, July 24th

Small Shrimp Dinner.

Serving begins 
at 5 p.m.

Bring Your Friends 
and Enjoy a Nice 

Dinner with Us!

for sale:
Red Tuscany Moped with 300 

hours on it. Asking $1,000. 
Call 712-450-2681.

Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.thepapernow.com

100% User 
Generated Content!

Subscribe and 
Submit TODAY!



Biggest Little Paper In Town! 11

Announcements

Engagement Announced
Gary and Traci Heuton of Laurens are pleased to 
announce the upcoming marriage of their daughter, 
Shelby Rene Heuton, to Matthew David Stafford, 
son of Mark and Irene Stafford of Pomeroy.
     Shelby graduated from Laurens-Marathon 
Community School in 2010, and Iowa Central 
Community College in 2012 with an Associate in 
Arts Degree.
     Matthew graduated from Pocahontas Area 
Community School in 2010 and attended 
Worsham College of Mortuary Science in 
Wheeling, Illinois.
     The couple will reside in Laurens where 
Matthew works for Powers Funeral Home, and 
Shelby works for Laurens State Bank.
     An August 22, 2015, wedding is planned at St. John Lutheran Church in Pomeroy.

Women, Land And Legacy Meeting 
Women, Land and Legacy is a group for ladies 
that are involved in agriculture.  A goal is to 
develop a local network of agricultural women 
in both Buena Vista and Pocahontas Counties 
who will decide what programs, projects, and 
information they need to assist them in their 
farming and conservation decision making.
     The next meeting will be August 12 at the 
West Iowa Bank in Laurens.  Registration is at 
6:30 pm.  The meeting will start at 7:00 pm.  
Women, Land and Legacy will be discussing Farm 
Leases.  A panel to discuss farm leases consist 
of Rex Wilcox, farm manager with Stalcup Ag, 
Storm Lake, Edean Murray, attorney with Murray 
& Murray PLC, Storm Lake, and  Ed Cox with 
Orsborn, Milani, Mitchell, and Goedken LLP 
Law Firm in Centerville, IA.
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Pocahontas County 
Conservation Day Camp 
August 4-6 
PCCB Jr. Naturalist Camp ~ The First Iowans:  
Sticks & Stones

Join us at Conservation the fi rst week in August as we 
take a closer look at the legends and cultures of the people 
who fi rst called Pocahontas County home. We hope 
everyone enjoys the hands-on projects including wickiup 
construction, musical instruments, crafts, games, and 
snacks.  Our fi eld trip this summer will be a day trip to the 
Prairie Heritage Center near Peterson, Iowa.  
     All area or visiting students entering Grades K – 6 this 
fall are welcome!  The camp will be held August 4 and 5 
from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. and August 6 from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m.  We will meet at the PCCB Nature Center located 
on Hwy. 4 in Pocahontas just north of the Hospital and 
Manor.  Cost is $10 per student for all sessions and includes crafts, snacks, and fi eld trip. 
     Registration is required.  Please call 712-335-4395 or email us at conservation@pocahontas-county.com.  Registration 
forms may be picked up at the offi ce, area libraries, or downloaded from our website at www.pocahontas-county.com/
conservation.  Please register early!  Registration deadline is July 29.  You won’t want to miss this year’s adventure.    

Laurens Class of ‘65 Holds 
50 Year Class Reunion
The Laurens Class of 1965 recently held their 50th 
class reunion. The class members were able to get 
together at Memory Lane for a pre-reunion visit.
     Front Row L-R: Pat Gulbranson, Thaine Hopkins 
and Sue Fitzgerald Bringleson
     Second Row L-R: Jody Mosbach Smith, 
Chuck Cooper, Pam Kendall Gulbranson, Sharon 
Ducommun Torkelson, Linda Dallenbach Ziegler, 
Cheryl Trusty Sindergard and Nancy Martin Page.
     Third Row L-R: Wayne Martin, Dennis Galloway, 
Myrna Sorenson, Lynn Luchsinger Cunningham, Pam 
Tiernan Grove and Judy Garner Noma.
Fourth Row L-R: Ron Grice, Gary Cohoon, Pat 
George, Keith Richardson, Bill Peterson, Ebba Siddall 
Youngberg and Tjeran Jolliffe.

Photo by Jamie Whitney, Laurens Sun
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At the Library & Announcements

At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
July 22, 2015 

We have a great fi nale planned 
for our summer reading program. 
Lisa Laird and her friends from 
Pockets Full of Fun will help you 
discover how YOU can be a HERO!! 
Remember Lily, Shiloh and Jemima 
from last year? They will be joined by 
two new characters - Miss Sapphire 
and Julius. We will be learning about 
some unlikely heroes including a 
couple animal heroes from history! 
We will learn how each of us has 
HERO potential as well! After the 
puppet show is over we will have a 
puppet making workshop for those 
who wish to stay. Be sure to join the 
fun, Monday July 27 at 1:30 p.m!
     New novels this week include: 
Nemisis by Catherine Coulter 
(Audiobook too!) Naked Eye by Iris 
Johansen, Bull Mountain by Brian 
Panowich, Those Girls by Chevy 
Stevens, Code of Conduct by Brad 
Thor, Looking Through Darkness 
by Aimee Thurlo, Naked Greed by 
Stuart Woods and of course, Go Set 
a Watchman by Harper Lee (Large 
Print too!) 
     In nonfi ction we ordered quite 
a diverse group: Get What's Yours: 
The Secrets to Maxing out Your Social 
Security by Laurence Kotlikoff, Down 
the Rabbit Hole Curious Adventures 
by Holly Madison and Oregon Trail: 
A New American Journey by Rinker 
Buck. New DVDs include: The 
Longest Ride, Paul Blart: Mall Cop 2, 
X-Men days of Future Past, the Rogue 

Cut, Second Best Hotel Marigold and 
Tinker Bell and the Legend of the 
Neverbeast. 
     We are now participating in 
BRIDGES: Iowa’s eLibrary, offering 
eBooks and audiobooks available 
to download for free anytime, 
anywhere. You can check out and 
download digital media by visiting 
http://bridges.lib.overdrive.com. 
Bridges takes up where NEIBORS/
WILBOR left off. If you were 
using NEIBORS/WILBOR, your 
information has been transferred 
and you’ll be very familiar with 
how things work. This service is 
also powered by OverDrive, which 
supports all major computers and 
devices and is free for patrons with 
their library card. 
     Book Club July 27 will be 
discussing “Unbroken” 
by Laura Hillenbrand. 
This inspiring story 
of the strength of one 
man’s spirit was also 
made into a movie. 
Hope you can join the 
discussion – I think it 
will be a good one!

Event Calendar
• Every Hero has a Story 
Summer Reading Finale 
1:30 p.m. Mon. July 27

• LegoMania all day 
every Wednesday!
• Tell Me a Yarn 

Mondays 5-7 p.m.
• Writers Free for All 
is 3rd Monday of the 

month at 7 p.m.
• Book Club is 4th 

Monday of the month 
at 7 p.m. Dean & Kelsey Mather are also registered at:

Heart 'n Home, JH Design and Pocket of  Posies.

Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.thepapernow.com

100% User 
Generated Content!

Subscribe and 
Submit TODAY!
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Commercial 
Driver’s License 
Changes
New federal regulations require you 
to bring proof of citizenship or lawful 
presence to renew,   obtain your fi rst-
time Commercial Driver’s License 
(CDL), or add an endorsement.  
Effective immediately, when you 
renew your driver’s license with a CDL 
endorsement, you must bring one of 
the following documents to renew 
your CDL: Certifi ed copy of U.S. 
birth certifi cate, Valid U.S. passport, 
Consular Report of Birth Abroad 
(CRBA), Certifi cate of Naturalization, 
Certifi cate of Citizenship, Permanent 
resident card (lawful permanent 
residents).
     You are also required to prove your 
Iowa residency.  Bring your current 
CDL showing your Iowa address.  If 
you do not have your current CDL, 
bring any document with your name 
and physical address, such as a utility 
bill, pay stub, or any piece of mail with 
a postmark or stamped date.  
     Customers coming in for a 
duplicate to change their name or 
address will not be required to provide 
this documentation.  
     Since you must bring the 
documents above to renew your CDL, 
you are only two short steps away 
from getting a Real ID-compliant 
license if you want one (optional).  
Just bring two additional items with 
you: Proof of social security number 
and additional proof of your Iowa 
residency.  
     Real ID requirements will affect all 
travel beginning October 1, 2020.  For 

more details, visit www.iowadot.gov/
realid.  
     The expiration date printed on 
the license will continue to fall on 
your birthday. Iowa law continues to 
provide that the license holder shall 
not be considered to be driving with 
an invalid license during a period 
of sixty days following the license 
expiration date. This is an enforcement 
grace period that allows you to avoid a 
citation for not having a valid license 
during the 60 days after the expiration 
date printed on the license. Iowa 
offi cers will honor this enforcement 
grace period, and the State of Iowa 
is expecting offi cers in other states to 
honor this day grace period as well. 
However, as the State of Iowa cannot 
guarantee the enforcement position the 
offi cers in the many agencies through 
all states, you are encouraged as the 
holder of CDL license to renew your 
license before traveling out of state 
after the expiration date as printed on 
their license, even within the 60 day 
grace period for enforcement, to avoid 
any chance of a citation or an out of 
service order.  If the expiration extends 
beyond 60 days, the CDL holder will 
not need to re-test for one year after 
their birth date.    
     A CLP is now required for 
commercial drivers who are applying 
for a CDL for the fi rst time and 
current CDL drivers who want to 
upgrade their existing CDL where 
the upgrade requires a skills (driving) 
test. A CLP must be held for at least 
14 days before completing the skills 
(driving) test can be completed.  
     Additional information on CDL 
licensing can be found on the Iowa 
Department of Transportation website 
www.iowadot.gov.  If you have 
questions, please call the Pocahontas 
County Treasurer Offi ce at (712) 335-
4334. 

Don’t Monkey Around, 
Go Bannas at the City 

Wide Garage Sale! 
August 1, 2015 from 

8 a.m. - 1 p.m. Sponsored 
by the Laurens Chamber. 
Pick up registartion form 
at City Hall. Registration 

form and $5 to cover 
advertising must be 

retured to City Hall by 
July 27!

Can’t see out your 
windows because of 
bushes and shrubs? 

Tree branches hanging 
too low? Give Bob’s 

Tree & Bush Trimming a 
call at: (712) 845-2239

Stoner’s Prime 
Produce will be at 

Hwy 10 Hardware on 
Thursday, July 23 from 

10 a.m. - 1 p.m. Starting 
July 28 we will be at the 

location on Tuesdays 
from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Produce & some baked 
goods available. 
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Church 

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Wed., July 22nd:
Worship Committee meeting @ 7 p.m.
Administrative Council meeting @ 8:15 p.m.

Thurs., July 23rd:
Basic Christianity Bible Study @ 7 p.m. at 
the home of Linda Lingo

Fri., July 24th:
Men’s Bible Study @ 7 a.m.

Sun., July 26th:
Pastor Jim gone through August 1st
Worship @ 9:30 a.m. - “Christmas in July” 
Larry Perkins & Jean Murray fi lling pulpit 
Fellowship @ 10:30 a.m.
Peterson-Larson Reunion here from NOON-
2:30 p.m.
Swim Team Banquet held here from 4:30 
p.m.-6:30 p.m.

This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Sunday: July 26, 2015
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM ~ Worship w/Communion
NO Coffee Fellowship
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM ~ Strawberry 
Shortcake Social
1:30 PM ~ Set up for Laurens Garage Sale 
Youth Mission Trip to Oklahoma July 26 
thru August 1

Tuesday: July 28, 2015
10:00 AM ~ Coffee w/Pastor
NO Hand Bell Rehearsal

Worship, Love, Accept~Together 
in Christ’s Name

Grace Lutheran 
Church Marathon, 
Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church 
Albert City & St John 
Lutheran Church 
Rural Albert City 
Pastor John Mayer

Saturdays 5 p.m. Worship Service @ Grace 
Lutheran Church - Marathon

Sundays 10:30 a.m. Worship @ Our Savior's 
Lutheran Church - Albert City 

Sundays 9:00 a.m. @ St John Lutheran 
Church Rural - Albert City 

This Week at First 
Christian Church
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Thursday, July 23  
2:00 p.m. - Coffee with Pastor

Friday, July 24  
7:00 p.m. - A.A.

Sunday, July 26  
9:30 a.m. - Worship followed by coffee

Sacred Heart Church Laurens
Weekday Mass : Friday, 8:00 AM
Weekend Mass: Sunday 8:30 AM (July - October)

Cluster Parishes
St. Joseph Catholic Church, Sioux Rapids
Weekday Mass: (Monday&Wednesday) - 8:00 AM 
Weekend Mass: Saturday - 5:00 PM (July – October)   

St. Louis Catholic Church, Royal
Weekday Mass: (Tuesday & Thursday) - 8:00 AM
Weekend Mass: Sunday - 10:30 AM (July-October)
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Yard and Garden: 
Different Types of 
Perennials
Perennials are beautiful plants that live 
three or more years, die in the ground 
each fall and return in the spring. There 
are many different types of perennials. 
Depending on the perennial, it might 
require a certain type of planting site to 
grow successfully.
     Horticulturists with Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach 
identify different types of perennials and 
planting sites where perennials can grow 
successfully. To have additional questions 
answered, contact ISU Hortline at 515-
294-3108 or at hortline@iastate.edu.
     Which perennials grow well in 
wet soils? When selecting perennials, 
it’s important to choose plants that are 
appropriate for the planting site.
     Perennials that grow well in moist 
to wet soils include: sweet fl ag (Acorus 
calamus), black snakeroot (Actaea 
racemosa), Jack-in-the-pulpit (Arisaema 
triphyllum), goat’s beard (Aruncus 
dioicus), swamp milkweed (Asclepias 
incarnata), turtlehead (Chelone species), 
Joe-pye weed (Eupatorium purpureum), 
queen-of-the-prairie (Filipendula rubra), 
rose mallow (Hibiscus moscheutos), 
Japanese iris (Iris ensata), yellow fl ag (Iris 
pseudacorus), cardinal fl ower (Lobelia 
cardinalis), obedient plant (Physostegia 
virginiana) and spiderwort (Tradescantia 
spp.). 
     Which perennials grow well in 
dry soils? Perennials that tolerate dry 
soils include: yarrow (Achillea spp.), 
wormwood (Artemisia spp.), butterfl y 
weed (Asclepias tuberosa), false blue 
indigo (Baptisia australis), threadleaf 
coreopsis (Coreopsis verticillata), purple 

conefl ower (Echinacea purpurea), 
blanket fl ower (Gaillardia x grandifl ora), 
showy stonecrop (Hylotelephium 
spectabile), blazing star (Liatris 
spicata), catmint (Nepeta racemosa), 
Russian sage (Perovskia atriplicifolia), 
moss phlox (Phlox subulata), black-
eyed Susan (Rudbeckia fulgida), 
goldenrod (Solidago hybrids), lamb’s 
ear (Stachys byzantina), aromatic aster 
(Symphyotrichum oblongifolium) and 
ornamental grasses. 
     What are some good low 
maintenance perennials? All 
perennials require maintenance. 
Common maintenance chores are 
watering, fertilizing, pinching, staking, 
deadheading, dividing and providing 
winter protection. Some perennials 
require frequent attention through the 
growing season. Others require minimal 
care. 
     Low maintenance perennials for 
sunny locations include: butterfl y weed 
(Asclepias tuberosa), false blue indigo 
(Baptisia australis), hardy geranium 
(Geranium spp.), hardy zinnia (Heliopsis 
helianthoides), daylily (Hemerocallis 
spp.), Siberian iris (Iris sibirica), blazing 
star (Liatris spp.), daffodil (Narcissus 
spp.), peony (Paeonia hybrids), Russian 
sage (Perovskia atriplicifolia), moss 
phlox (Phlox subulata), balloon fl ower 
(Platycodon grandifl orus), conefl ower 
(Rudbeckia spp.), perennial salvia 
(Salvia x superba), stonecrop (Sedum 
spp.), speedwell (Veronica spp.) and 
ornamental grasses. 
     Low maintenance perennials for 
partial to heavy shade include: lady’s 
mantle (Alchemilla mollis),  Canadian 
wild ginger (Asarum canadense), 
heartleaf brunnera (Brunnera 
macrophylla), turtlehead (Chelone 
spp.), bleeding heart (Dicentra spp.), 
barrenwort (Epimedium spp.), hosta 
(Hosta spp.), creeping phlox (Phlox 
stolonifera), lungwort (Pulmonaria spp.), 

bloodroot (Sanguinaria canadensis), 
foam fl ower (Tiarella spp.) and ferns. 
     Which perennials are long-lived? 
Long-lived perennials include: black 
snakeroot (Actaea racemosa), lady’s 
mantle (Alchemilla mollis), goat’s beard 
(Aruncus dioicus), butterfl y weed 
(Asclepias tuberosa), false blue indigo 
(Baptisia australis), gas plant (Dictamnus 
albus), ferns, hardy geranium (Geranium 
spp.), ornamental grasses, daylily 
(Hemerocallis spp.), hosta (Hosta spp.), 
Siberian iris (Iris sibirica), blazing star 
(Liatris spp.), daffodil (Narcissus spp.), 
peony (Paeonia hybrids), balloon fl ower 
(Platycodon grandifl orus), lungwort 
(Pulmonaria spp.), black-eyed Susan 
(Rudbeckia fulgida), stonecrop (Sedum 
spp.) and Carolina lupine (Thermopsis 
villosa). 
When given favorable growing 
conditions and good care, long-lived 
perennials often thrive for 20 or more 
years. 
     Which perennials are short-lived? 
Short-lived perennials grow well for 
a few years and then decline and fade 
away.
     Short-lived perennials include: 
columbine (Aquilegia spp.), delphinium 
(Delphinium spp.), pinks (Dianthus 
spp.), blanket fl ower (Gaillardia x 
grandifl ora), baby’s breath (Gypsophila 
paniculata), coral bells (Heuchera spp.), 
hyacinth (Hyacinthus orientalis), Shasta 
daisy (Leucanthemum spp.), perennial 
fl ax (Linum perenne), lupine (Lupinus 
hybrids), Maltese cross (Lychnis 
chalcedonica), Iceland poppy (Papaver 
nudicaule), pincushion fl ower (Scabiosa 
spp.), painted daisy (Tanacetum 
coccineum) and hybrid tulips (Tulipa 
spp.).  

Extension News



Biggest Little Paper In Town! 17

Extension News

Avoid Heat Stress 
in Cattle by 
Planning Ahead
With continuing weather 
forecasts of temperatures in the 
mid- to upper 90s and heat index 
topping 100 degrees in Iowa, 
Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach beef veterinarian 
Grant Dewell reminds beef cattle 
producers that properly preparing 
for these weather conditions is 
vital to maintaining herd health.
     Five steps to avoiding heat 
stress in beef cattle
   1. Plan ahead. After cattle 
get hot, it’s too late to prevent 
problems.
   2. Don’t work cattle when it is 
hot. Finish working cattle early 
(before 9 to 10 a.m.) in summer, 
and remember that during a heat 
wave it’s best to not work cattle at 
all.
   3. Provide plenty of fresh clean 
water. When it’s hot and humid, 
consuming water is the only way 
cattle can cool down. Make sure 
the water fl ow is suffi cient to 
keep tanks full, and ensure there’s 
enough space at water tanks (3 
inches linear space per head.) 
Introduce new water tanks before 
a heat event occurs so cattle know 
where they are.
   4. Feed 70 percent of ration 

in the afternoon. Heat from 
fermentation in the rumen 
is primary source of heat for 
cattle. When cattle are fed in the 
morning, peak rumen temperature 
production occurs during the heat 
of day when they can’t get rid of 
it. By feeding 70 percent of the 
ration in late afternoon, rumen 
heat production occurs when it is 
cooler.
   5. Provide ventilation, shade 
and/or sprinklers. Environmental 
temperatures compound the 
heat load for cattle during a heat 
wave. Remove objects that are 
obstructing natural air movement. 
Indoor cattle will benefi t from 
shade provided by the building 
as long as ventilation is good. 
Outdoor cattle will benefi t from 
sprinklers to cool them off. Make 
sure cattle are used to sprinklers 
before employing them during a 
heat wave.

Crop Management 
Workshop 
ISU Extension and Outreach 
Pocahontas County has partnered 
with Peterson Farms to hold a 
Crop Management Workshop on 
Tuesday, July 28, 2015 from 9:30-
11:00am at Peterson Farms test 
plot, located 2 miles north of Hwy 
10 on the east side of the road. 
Learn the following and more for 
FREE, how to check for Northern 
Corn Leaf Blight, Fungicides 
for Northern Corn Leaf Blight, 
Soybean aphid update, how to 
check for damage from corn 
rootworm, and corn and soybean 
development update. 
     There is no fee, but registration 
is required. Registration deadline 
is Monday, July 27th. 
     To register, contact Holly 
Frerk, County Program 
Coordinator at 712-335-3103 or 
email hfrerk@iastate.edu.  
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Energy Effi cient 
Healthy Homes 
Workshop – 
August 1
Creating energy effi cient healthy 
homes brings forward concepts which 
can be applied to any home (in-town 
or on an acreage) or any occupied 
building space.  Advanced energy 
effi ciency construction practices, 
that make homes, facilities, & 
buildings more effi cient, affordable, 
comfortable, and healthy, are a 
distinct possibility now.  In-town 
and acreage home owners, business 
building owners, city & county 
facilities managers, shop owners, 
farm facilities (grain drying and 
livestock housing) owners can all 
benefi t from energy effi cient practices 
and improved technologies.  This 
workshop will be held on Saturday, 
August 1st from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. at the Iowa Central Community 
College East Campus in Fort Dodge, 
IA.  Topics to be covered include 
Home tightening and air sealing, 
geothermal installation, solar energy 
panels, building code requirements 
for energy effi cient, combating 
household pests, and on-farm energy 
effi ciency.   The cost of the workshop 
is $50/person if registered by July 
24th.  To register, please fi ll out the 
form available at www.extension.
iastate.edu/webster/  or call the 
Webster County Extension Offi ce at 
515-576-2119.

Presentation: Capturing Government Sales
Have you considered Government Contracting for potential sales prospects or 
currently selling your products/services to federal, state or local governments? 
Are you unsure whether it is a market that you can/should expend resources for 
and pursue? Have you heard differing stories on how to best do business with 
the Government?
     This presentation is perfect for companies (small or large) that have 
considered or are already selling their products/services to the Government 
and either are unsure of the next steps, or are just not ready to commit to this 
market. Andy Alexander, ISU CIRAS Government Contract Specialist will 
provide a view of Government contracting, providing some considerations and 
education, myths/facts, and recommendations for your business to consider. 
     Pocahontas and Humboldt Counties will be holding this presentation on 
Wednesday, August 5, 2015 from 9:30-10:30am.This presentation is free to 
attend, but pre-registration is required due to space limitations. To register, 
please contact Andy Alexander, CIRAS Government Contract Specialist at 
andyalex@iastate.edu or (402) 547-0333. 

Master Gardener 
Summer 
Webinar’s 
Available
Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach Pocahontas County 
will be hosting the 2015 Summer 
Webinars. The fi nal webinar will 
cover Pollinators & Growing Herbs. 
The webinar will be held on Tuesday, 
August 11 from 4–6 p.m.
     To register, please call 712-335-
3103 or email Holly at hfrerk@
iastate.edu. 
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Farmland Leasing and Land Value Meeting to be offered in 
Pocahontas County  
More than half of Iowa farmland is rented.  In some Iowa locations, as much as 70 percent of the land is farmed by farmers 
who don’t own the land.  
     In Northwest Iowa, the result is many conversations and negotiations between farmland owners and producer-tenants to 
determine what makes sense for farmland leases and cash rental rates.
     These are just a few reasons why Iowa State University Extension and Outreach offers workshops designed to answer 
questions that land owners and tenants have about farmland leasing and land values.
     These workshops will be held across northwest Iowa counties starting July 23 through July 31.
     Melissa O’Rourke, ISU Extension Farm & Agribusiness Management Specialist will present a wide range of topics 
related to farmland values and leasing.
     “Year after year, I receive numerous contacts from persons who have questions about farmland values and rental rates,” 
says O’Rourke.  
     “Due to the volatility of land and commodity markets, we have seen had increased inquiries regarding fl exible cash lease 
methodologies,” says O’Rourke.  “There are dozens of methods for putting together fl exible cash lease arrangements, and we 
will work through several examples.”  
     O’Rourke has also had calls from landowners about fi ling landlord liens to help assure the rent is paid, so she will present 
some information on that topic.”
     O’Rourke has also seen that farmland owners and producer-tenants need to have more conversation about the cost of 
inputs to put in the crop and reasonable expectations on profi t margins.
     “ISU Extension and Outreach has good resources for people to use to gain an understanding of how crop input costs can 
be considered in setting cash lease rates, and I’ll show how those can be used.”
     O’Rourke also noted the increasing age of farmland owners.   “ISU Extension research indicates that the average age of 
farmland owners continues to rise,” stated O’Rourke.  “Fifty-fi ve percent of Iowa's farmland is owned by people over the age 
of 65, while 28 percent of the land is owned by individuals over age 75.  We fi nd that children and surviving spouses may be 
less likely to continue operating the farm themselves.  That’s a major reason why farmland leasing continues to increase.” 
     O’Rourke encourages anyone with an interest in farmland rental rates to attend these meetings.  “Both farmland owners 
and producer-tenants should attend.  In fact, the ideal situation is for these folks to attend together and then sit down at the 
kitchen table to discuss their farm lease arrangements for the coming year.”
     Workshop attendees will receive a comprehensive workbook packed with information about land values, leasing and 
different types of farm lease arrangements.  “Everyone should leave with a heightened understanding of farmland leasing.
     A registration fee of $20 per person is charged to cover costs and includes a 90-page workbook. Walk-ins may attend for 
a $25 fee at the door. Pocahontas County Extension and Outreach will be hosting a farmland leasing meeting on Thursday, 
July 30, 2015 at 9:00am at West Iowa Bank in Laurens (202 W Main St.) 
     More information about this and other farmland leasing meetings in Iowa can be found at ISU Extension’s Ag Decision 
Maker website:  www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm 


