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School News

Booster Club to 
Serve RibEye 
Sandwich Meals 
at Parent’s Night 
This Friday!!
The Laurens-Marathon Booster 
Club will be grilling and serving 
Rib Eye Sandwiches at the last 
home football game this Friday, 
October 11! Cost will be $6 for the 
sandwich only or $8 for a meal, 
which includes chips and drink.
     Come out and support the 
booster club and cheer on the 
Chargers to a victory on Parent’s 
Night!

A Homecoming Night to Remember
Last Friday night’s homecoming football game at L-M turned out to be one that 
many will not forget! 
     The Chargers came out ready to win their homecoming game and were 
dominating with a score of 30-0 at the end of the fi rst quarter. 
     With a little over 7 minutes left until half time, lightening began to strike 
not only from the Chargers on the fi eld but in the sky, and the game had to be 
stopped due to this. 
     The storm began getting stronger and there had been reports of tornados 
touching down in other parts of the state with the system. Everyone was moved 
to the lunchroom of the school to wait out the storm. The storm didn’t want to 
settle down in a timely fashion, so they ended up having to call the game with the 
fi nal score being 30-0, Charger victory. 
     The homecoming dance was also cancelled and everyone was told to go home 
and watch the weather. We got some heavy rains but lucked out of tornados and 
damaging winds that many towns nearby received. Hopefully, this Friday night 

at Parent’s 
Night, the only 
lightening that 
will strike will 
be the Chargers 
on the football 
fi eld as they try 
to take their 
record to 4-3. 
The Chargers 
face off against 
Northeast 
Hamilton. 
Games starts at 
7 p.m.



Our Town Our Paper! 2

School News



Biggest Little Paper In Town! 3

School News



Our Town Our Paper! 4

School News



Biggest Little Paper In Town! 5

Local News 

Laurens Volunteer Fire Department
Front Row L to R: Dennis Sandvig, Tim Griffi n, John Runneberg, Dennis Leuer, Brian Hoffman, Marc 

Stewart, Brad Tendal and Chief Pat Murray.
Back Row L to R: Ben Storms, Michelle Oehlerich, Jake Graff, Jesse Newgard, Asst. Chief Dave Bailey, 

Joe Ahlers and Matt Tate.
Absent from Photo: Clarence Siepker, Al Sandvig, Julian Johnsen, Troy Stockwell and Justin Bailey.
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Winkler Attends 70th 
Reunion of Destroyer 
Division 38
Ben Winkler recently attended the 70th 
reunion of the Destroyer Division 38 in 
Branson, Missouri. 
     Ben was on the USS Welles DD-
628 when the destroyer was fi rst put in 
commission in August of 1943.  The 
ship served in the South West Pacifi c for 
eighteen months, earning eight battle stars. 
Ben served as radio operator on the USS 
Welles DD-628. 
     There were nine members from the 
Destroyer Division 38 who attended the 
reunion including a fellow radio operator 
on the USS Welles DD-628 who has 
remained a life-time friend of Ben.

Spencer Hospital “Paints Spencer Pink”
More than 250 people – all ages and most wearing shocking pink t-shirts – fi lled Spencer Hospital’s lobby, with everyone’s attention 
riveted towards the speaker, petite Amy Hannan, a 26-year-old mother and elementary teacher who is currently fi ghting Stage III breast 
cancer. Amy and her two “chemo buddies” – Pam Faulkender and Amy Stern-Domek – stood in front of the expansive lobby windows 
which showcased the chilly, gray day outdoors, ready to kick off Spencer’s eighth annual Walk for Awareness on Sunday afternoon. 
     “Anyone who has ever heard the words ‘You have cancer’ fi nds themselves asking ‘Why me?’” Hannan shared. “After some time, I 
realized rather than asking ‘Why?’ I should be asking ‘What for?’”
     Jeannette Hasley, Women’s Health Director for Spencer Hospital, commented on Sunday’s windy temperatures in the mid-40s: “We 
know that the weather isn’t an ideal sunny October afternoon for today’s walk; however, we made the decision to keep the walk outside 
instead of moving indoors in honor of those that are fi ghting 
cancer. The analogy we drew was that those that are diagnosed with 
cancer don’t have a choice in their journey so we’d face the weather 
for them!”
     Following the remarks, breast cancer survivors and those 
currently undergoing treatment, were handed balloons, which they 
released outdoors, and then lead of the 5K walk through downtown 
Spencer.
     Spencer’s Walk for Awareness is sponsored by Spencer Hospital 
and Abben Cancer Center, Avera Medical Group-Spencer, and Lite 
104.9.
     Photos of the breast cancer awareness walk and video of Amy’s 
5 minute speech can be seen at: https://www.facebook.com/
SpencerHospital

Pictured L-R: Amy Hannan, Pam Faulkender and Amy Stern-Domek.
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At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
October 9, 2013

It’s time I turn the tables here. I 
always talk about what we are doing.  
Now it’s time to tell what YOU do.  
Last year YOU donated enough 
money to the Laurens Public Library 
Foundation to sponsor 4 Musical 
programs, the Halloween Magician, 
the Zoo visit, and a puppet show.  
YOU also bought an IPad for the 
kids department, framed some art, 
provided Themed Tubs to Daycare 
kids, paid our Wilbor e-book & 
audiobook subscription, bought 
books for the New Baby Packets, 
and sponsored the Summer Reading 
Program for kids and adults.  On 
top of that, YOU purchased 95 
CD audiobooks and 103 memorial 
books. YOU rock! Thank YOU! 
With the donations YOU make to 
the Foundation this year, we plan 
to continue these great programs, 
plus get a diaper changing table 
and subscribe to “Tumblebooks” 
which are online kids books that the 
kids (and their parents!) can read 
themselves or have read to them. 
See YOU at the pancake supper 
Thursday, October 24!
     This month The Book Club 
chose, “My Antonia.” I’ve seen this 
book on so many lists, I thought it 
was time to check it off.  Published 
in 1918, “My Antonia” chronicles 
American pioneer life: many of 
the stories are drawn from her life 
experiences. It is know as Willa 

Cather’s fi rst masterpiece. Of course, 
I haven’t started it yet, have you? 
We’ll meet Monday, October 28th at 
7 p.m. to discuss this book.

COMING ATTRACTIONS

October 14 - 10 a.m. Tot Time

October 15 - 10 a.m. Play Group

October 21 - 10 a.m. Tot Time
1:30 p.m. Advanced Genies
3:33 p.m. www.
7 p.m. Writer’s Free for All

October 24 - 5-7 p.m. Library 
Foundation Pancake Supper

October 28 - 10 a.m. Tot Time 
7 p.m. The Book Club “My Antonia” 
by Willa Cather

October 31 - 6:30 p.m. Halloween 
Magician Larry Dunbar

November 14 - Pocahontas County 
Library Meeting at LPL

The Thursday night special at 
Laurens Golf & Country Club for 
Oct. 10 will be lasagna with tossed 
salad and garlic toast. Public Welcome!

Announcements

Free walnuts! Located west of 
Laurens at Swan Lake Pioneer 
Cemetery. 1 3/4 west of Laurens. 
Help yourself.  

Board of Health to 
Meet
The Pocahontas County Board of 
Health will meet at 12 noon on 
Wednesday, October 23, 2013 in the 
Assembly Room at the Pocahontas 
County Courthouse. Anyone 
wishing to obtain time on the agenda 
may contact Pat Alexander at (712) 
335-4142.
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Marathon Fire Department Marathon Fire Department 

Pancake BreakfastPancake Breakfast

Join Us for our Annual Join Us for our Annual 
Fall Breakfast!!Fall Breakfast!!

Sunday, October 13Sunday, October 13thth

Serving from: Serving from: 
8 a.m. - 1 p.m.8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Serving pancakes, scrambled eggs, Serving pancakes, scrambled eggs, 
biscuits and gravy, sausage, bacon, biscuits and gravy, sausage, bacon, 
french toast, Hashbrowns, french toast, Hashbrowns, 
coffee, juice and milk.coffee, juice and milk.

        Free Will Free Will 
    Donation    Donation

Medicare Made 
Easy
Questions about Medicare?  The 
Senior Health Insurance Information 
Program (SHIIP) is a valuable service 
offering an important opportunity 
for people on Medicare to review 
and choose what coverage they 
want for 2014. Every year Medicare 
drug plans and Medicare Advantage 
plans can change their premiums, 
deductibles, co-payments, benefi ts 
and the drugs they cover. You could 
be surprised on January 1 if you stay 
with your current plan and fi nd it 
doesn’t provide the coverage you 
want or need.
     “SHIIP is a free, confi dential, and 
objective service of the State of Iowa 
that helps Iowans make informed 
decisions about Medicare and other 
health coverage,” said Dick Michael, 
a SHIIP counselor.
     Earlier this year, SHIIP 
announced that Friendship Haven 
has been named an offi cial regional 
sponsor, moving the offi ce from the 
Unity Point Fort Dodge hospital 
location to Friendship Haven’s 
Tompkins Health Center. You can 
call 515-573-6764 to make an 
appointment with Dick Michael 
or Rick Maehl, SHIIP counselors 
at the Friendship Haven location. 
Maehl, from Fort Dodge, recently 
completed the extensive training 
program conducted by the State 
of Iowa Insurance Division. 
These volunteer counselors can 
assist you with Medicare Part 
D & MedicareAdvantage open 

enrollment,  which is between 
October 15 – December 7 along 
with other health coverage-related 
questions. 
     In addition, additional SHIIP 
counselors will be available during 
an enrollment event on Nov. 7 and 
8 at Tompkins Health Center. Three 
work stations will be set up on the 
fi rst fl oor to accommodate one-hour 
appointments.
     “We don’t want people on 
Medicare to miss their chance to 
choose a plan for next year or  end 
up in a plan that doesn’t work 
well for them,” Dick said. “We’re 
available to answer questions, and 
we encourage people to get in touch 
with us.”  Plans can change annually 
-- a plan comparison 
may save money or 
reveal how you may 
qualify for extra help 
with drug costs.
     SHIIP, the Senior 
Health Insurance 
Information Program, 
was created in 1990 
in response to the 
statewide need 
for senior health 
insurance information. 
SHIIP provides 
free informational 
materials as well as 
one-to-one assistance 
with questions and 
problems related to 
Medicare benefi ts, 
Medicare supplement 
insurance, Medicare 
and insurance claims 
and other related 

issues. SHIIP does not recommend 
insurance companies, plans or agents; 
the volunteers answer questions and 
provide impartial information to 
help Iowans on Medicare make well-
informed decisions.
     For more information and an 
appointment on SHIIP services at 
Friendship Haven, 420 Kenyon 
Road, Fort Dodge, call 515-573-
6764. For general information on 
SHIIP, log onto www.shiip.state.
ia.us. 
     SHIIP Coordinator for 
Friendship Haven, Steve Ehrhardt, 
may be contacted for more 
information at 515-573-6852.
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Bridal Shower
Please join us for a come and go 
Bridal Shower for Kelsey Bell, Bride-
elect of Chris Ruthart on Saturday, 
October 12 from 9:30–11:30 a.m. 
at First Christian Church, 324 West 
Section Line Rd, Laurens, IA.
     The couple is registered at JH 
Design Studio, Heart ‘N Home, 
Target, and Kohls.  

Announcements

BECAUSE OF HER

Her stories are so vivid. She read to me when I was a child.
If I close my eyes and let time melt away, I can hear her say

"I believe in you, you can do this".
She held my hand when I was a child

When I am consumed by fear, tattered and torn by daily life,
I can feel her embrace. She tucked me in at night when I was a child,

Kissed me on the forehead and said
"Goodnight, you are safe"

She gave me her love, her hope, and her faith.
I never wanted when I was near her, I had everything I needed.

Because of her, I have an endless reserve of strength.
I am no longer a child.

I will never have another chance to hold her hand
or hear her say "Goodnight"

Though, I will sleep sound tonight
Because of her.

I have found wisdom in knowing that every life needs a purpose.
My grandmother, Jean Kyle, lived for her family.

She lived with a purpose everyday,
Her labor was love.

She never failed in her effort to make the people around her feel special.
She was the heart and soul of our family.

Her efforts will not be in vain.
I ,for one, will spend the rest of my life working tirelessly to become a better man

Because of her.

I love you Grandma, Erik Kyle

Local & School 
Calendar
Oct. 10 - The entire school is going 
to participate in the Live Healthy 
Iowa Kid’s Fall Fitness Day-ALL 
students and staff will walk from 
2:00 to 2:30 p.m.

Oct. 11 - Football with NE 
Hamilton at Laurens at 7:00 p.m.-
Senior & Parents’ Night; No L-M 
Preschool classes.

Oct. 12 - Charger Invitational Cross 
Country Meet at Laurens at 9:00 
a.m., girls & boys, JH, JV & V.

Oct. 13 - Marathon Firemen’s Fall 
Breakfast from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m.

Oct. 14 - Volleyball with GT/RA at 
Ruthven at 5:30 p.m., JV & V; JV 
Football with GT/RA at Graettinger 
at 6:00 p.m.; JH Football with GT/
RA at Graettinger at 4:00 p.m.; 
Laurens-Marathon School Board of 
Education will meet at 5:30 p.m.

Oct. 15 - Conference Volleyball 
Tournament at 5:30 p.m., TBA; FFA 
Fruit Sales begin through Oct. 29.

Oct. 16 - 11th Grade PSAT Testing 
at 8:30 a.m. in the media center; 
District Leadership meeting from 
3:45 to 5:00 p.m.

Oct. 17 - Conference Volleyball 
Tournament at Laurens at 4:30 p.m., 
varsity; JH Volleyball with Newell/
Fonda at Laurens at 4:00 p.m.; Girls 
& Boys Regional Cross Country.

Laurens Women's 
Club to Meet 
The Laurens Women’s Club will 
meet on Friday, October 11 at 
1:30 p.m. at West Iowa Bank in 
Laurens. Pat Frantz will present the 
program about “Halloween Origins”. 
Joyce Rigby will give “A Moment in 
History”. Members of the serving 
committee include Sandy Reese and 
Joyce Rigby. The Hostess for the 
meeting will be Marcia Leu.  
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Fonda Arts Center 
to Host Fall Wine 
Tasting
Set aside the evening of Sunday, 
October 20th, to enjoy a special 
evening to “wine & dine” as the 
Fonda Arts Center hosts its fall Wine 
Tasting.  
     The Garden Winery of Callender 
will present their Iowa wines, 
accompanied by a selection of cheeses 
and other fi nger foods, all enhanced 
by the background music of Sherry 
Gustafson at the piano.  Then relax 
to the Songs of Neil Diamond and 
Olivia Newton-John, performed by 
Fonda’s Larry Heschke and Tammy 
Voss Lange.  Coffee, tea, and a taste 
of something sweet will send you 
on your way; a perfect fi nale to an 
enjoyable evening.  
     All this starts at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Fonda Arts Center on the northwest 
corner of Fourth and Main Streets in 
Fonda.  Tickets are limited; available 
by calling 712-288-6278 or 712-
830-3833.

Exploratory Art 
Show at West 
Iowa Bank!!!
The Exploratory Art Show is an 
opportunity for the public to see 
what the middle school students have 
been creating through a collaborative 
effort between the Art and Industrial 
Tech departments.  The Exploratory 
Art Show will be presented in the 
Community Room of West Iowa 
Bank on Monday, October 14 and 
Tuesday, October 15 from Noon to 
7pm.  The students may be present 
on Monday evening to explain their 
project.  

Thank You
To our dearest friends and the entire community of Laurens, Iowa, we want 
to thank you for all of your love, friendship and service to my Wife and our 
Mother over the past years.  You have been the life line for those of us who have 
been absent from the area.  Her daily life has been so much sweeter having all 
of you there in service and in prayer.  We are so grateful to have your love and 
friendship.  Thank you for all your kindness. 

The family of Jean Kyle, 
Mark, Karoll, Paula and David

60th Anniversary
Bill and Lou Ann Peterson of 
Laurens, Ia celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary on October 3. 
Their family would like to honor 
them with a card shower. Cards may 
be sent to them at  531 Allen Street,  
Laurens, IA 50554.
     Their family consists of Becky 
and her husband Bob Braesch 
(deceased) of Laurens, Damon 
(deceased), Lori and her husband 
Scott Darrow of Storm Lake, and 
Brent of Laurens. Grandchildren Joe 
Braesch (friend Sarah DeVault) of 
Independence, Mo, Betsy and her 
husband Wes Sharp of Indianola, 
Morgan Darrow (friend Phillip 
Miller) of Vinton, Teah Peterson of 
Omaha, Spencer Darrow of Chicago, 
great grandchildren Kyla and Kaelen 
Braesch of Independence, Mo, and 
Gwendolyn and Foster Sharp of 
Indianola. 
     Bill and Lou Ann are both retired 
from Hakes/Scrivner of Laurens.

Bridal Shower
St. John Lutheran Church, rural Albert 
City will host a community bridal 
shower honoring Renee Ring and Dan 
Nuehring on Sunday, October 13 at 
3 p.m. There will be a short program 
at 3:15 p.m. Renee is the daughter of 
Jayne Matthews of Neola, IA and Ben 
Ring of Council Bluffs. Dan is the son 
of Roger and Rae Jean Nuehring of 
Albert City. The couple is registered at 
The Straw Horse.  
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OLSON-BIERI-CHRISTENSEN
D.D.S., P.C.

Linda Olson Bieri, D.D.S.
Steven Christensen, D.D.S.

P.O. Box 124•111 west main•Laurens, IA 50554
(712) 841-4930•fax (712) 841-4720•toll free (877) 849-1756

Satellite office
p.o. box 509•1724 hill ave•suite 100•spirit lake, ia 51360

(712) 336-9111
www.bieri-christensen-dds.com

Kristy Mather, C.P.A.
15204 450th St.

Laurens, IA 50554
Business Phone: (712) 845-2311

Fax: (712) 845-2311
E-mail: bo omln@ncn.net

The Bottom LineThe Bottom Line
Tax & Accounting ServicesTax & Accounting Services

•INTERNET ACCESS
•NON-SMOKING
•AIR CONDITIONED
•CABLE TV
•MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED

Lodge Inn Laurens
“Your Home Away From Home”

Reservations
Jayne Woodin   712.450.2411 www.lodgeinnlaurens.com

Jolliffe & Co.
Professional Tax & 

Accounting Services

101 South Third St.
P.O. Box 126
Laurens, IA 50554
Phone: (712) 841-2671
Fax: (712) 841-2673

1207 Hwy. 59 North
P.O. Box 438

Cherokee, IA 51012
Phone: (712) 225-6403

Fax: (712) 225-6404

Check Out this Week’s Ad 
by Clicking the Link Below!

Weekly Ad

Laurens, IA

Phone: (712) 841-4513
Store Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

JH Design Bridal Registry

Kelsey Bell & Christopher Ruthart  
Shower - October 12 ~ Wedding - December 14

Amy Olson & Barry Hakes  
 Wedding - October 19

217 W. Veterans Rd., Laurens, IA 50554
www.jhdesignstudioia.com

(712) 841-4585

http://adimages.nashfinch.com/storead.php?store=LAU
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This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Wed., Oct. 9th  
Book club @ 10 a.m.
Confi rmation classes begin @ 5 p.m.
Hands of Hope Puppet Troop @ 7 p.m.
  
Fri., Oct. 11th   
Men’s Bible Study @ 7 a.m.

Sat., Oct. 12th   
UMM Breakfast/meeting @ 7 a.m.

Sun., Oct. 13th  
Sunday School @ 9:10 a.m.
Fellowship Coffee @ 9:30 a.m.
Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Choir performs
Presentation of Third Grade Bibles
Grand Ole Opry rehearsal @ 7 p.m.
Laurens Youth Group (Jr. High only) meet at 
the First Christian Church 6-8 p.m.

Mon., Oct. 14th  
Girl Scouts meet here from 4-5 p.m.

Wednesday, October 9, 2013
5:15 PM ~ Christian Education/Youth Mtg.

Sunday, October 13, 2013
9:00 AM ~ Confi rmation Class
9:15 AM ~ Coffee Fellowship
9:15 AM ~ Sunday School
9:30 AM ~ Adult SS
10:30 AM ~ Worship  

Tuesday, October 15, 2013 
10-11 AM ~ Coffee/Refreshments w/Pastor 
Jerry
7:00 PM ~ Hand Bell Rehearsal

Wednesday, October 16, 2013
7:00 PM ~ Council Mtg.

Thursday, October 17, 2013
9:00 AM ~ Morning Circle at Pat Boughey
2:00 PM ~ Afternoon Circle

Sacred Heart 
Church Laurens
Pastor ~ Fr. John J. Gerald 
Weekday Mass : Friday, 8:00 AM
Weekend Mass: Sunday 8:30 AM (July-
October)

Cluster Parishes
St. Joseph Catholic Church, Sioux Rapids
Weekday Mass: (Monday & Wednesday) 
8:00 AM 
Weekend Mass: Saturday 5:00 PM 
St. Louis Catholic Church, Royal
Weekday Mass: (Tuesday & Thursday) 
8:00 AM
Weekend Mass: Sunday 10:30 AM
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This Week at First 
Christian Church 
Wednesday, Oct. 9    
6:00 p.m. - Mid-week Bible Study       
7:30 p.m. - Lydia Group 

Thursday, Oct. 10  
7:00 p.m. - AA Meeting

Saturday, Oct. 12 
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. - Bridal Shower for Kelsey 
Bell, Bride-elect of Chris Ruthart

Sunday, Oct. 13  
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School  
10:30 a.m. - Worship – Installation of Rev. 
Tyler Whipkey  followed by PB & J Lunch
6:00 p.m. - Laurens Area Youth Group 
(Middle School) at First Christian Church 
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Mosquito/Public 
Health Pest 
Management 
Course Offered
Pocahontas County will host 
a Mosquito/Public Health 
Pest Management Continuing 
Instructional Course (CIC) for 
commercial pesticide applicators 
Thursday, Oct. 24, 2013. The 
program will be shown at locations 
across Iowa through the Iowa 
State University Extension and 
Outreach Pest Management and the 
Environment (PME) program.
     Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. 
followed by sessions from 9 to 11:30 
a.m. The registration fee is $35 on 
or before Oct. 17 and $45 after 
October 17. To register, contact 
Dianne Dirks at the ISU Extension 
and Outreach offi ce in Pocahontas 
County by phoning 712-335-3103 
or email dianned@iastatae.edu .
     The 2013 course will provide 
continuing instructional credit for 
commercial pesticide applicators 
certifi ed in categories 7D 
(Community Insect Management), 8 
(Public Health Pest Control) and 10 
(Demonstration and Research). The 
course will cover topics such as laws 
and regulations, safe handling and 
storage of pesticides and PPE, and 
biology and management of selected 
public health pests. 
     Additional information about this 
and other courses offered through 
the PME Program may be accessed at 
www.extension.iastate.edu/PME.

Science of 
Parenting: 
Harness the 
Energy
Children often see no reason to 
conserve their boundless personal 
energy when they’re running or 
playing. Likewise, they seem to 
think electricity is in endless supply 
when they stand in front of the 
refrigerator with the door wide 
open. During National Energy 
Awareness Month in October, 
family life specialists talk about 
getting kids to understand the 
impacts of their energy use in the 
Science of Parenting blog from 
Iowa State University Extension and 
Outreach.
     “Your children aren’t paying the 
monthly utility bills, but they are 
making choices that affect your 
family’s energy use — plugging 
in electronics, turning lights on, 
standing with the refrigerator door 
open and complaining if the house 
is too hot or too cool,” said family 
life specialist Donna Donald.
     “Children and teens are 
developing lifestyle habits. What 
they are doing now by conserving 
or not conserving energy is likely 
how they will live as adults. As 
parents, you have the opportunity 
and responsibility to help them 
understand how energy usage 
impacts the world in which we live,” 
Donald said.
     “This month we’ll blog about 
some of the ways we can help our 

children be energy conscious,” said 
family life specialist Lori Hayungs. 
“We will take you to Eco Family, 
an ISU Extension and Outreach 
blog that connects family and the 
environment. Through this blog 
you can get ideas on ‘living lighter’ 
and share your thoughts on how 
to positively impact economic and 
environmental health through 
sustainable living.”
     Learn more from tips on the 
blog throughout the month and in a 
three-minute podcast.
     Through the Science of Parenting, 
www.scienceofparenting.org, ISU 
Extension and Outreach specialists 
share and discuss research-based 
information and resources to help 
parents rear their children. Parents 
can join in the conversation and 
share thoughts and experiences, as 
well as how they handle parenting 
responsibilities.

Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.thepapernow.com

100% User 
Generated Content!

Subscribe and 
Submit TODAY!
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Extension News

Yard and Garden: Over-winter Tender Perennials
Perennials such as tuberous begonias, gladioli, cannas and dahlias are an integral part of many home landscapes. They 
put on excellent displays of color until a killing frost. Unfortunately, they will not survive Iowa's harsh winter weather 
outdoors and must be dug in the fall and stored indoors through the winter months. Horticulturists with Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach offer cultural and winter storage requirements for several commonly grown tender 
perennials. To have additional questions answered, contact the Hortline at 515-294-3108 or email hortline@iastate.
edu.
     How do I over-winter dahlias? Cut back the plants to within 2 to 4 inches of the ground within three or four 
days of a killing frost. After cutting back the plants, leave the dahlias in the ground for an additional six or seven days 
to “cure.” Then carefully dig up the dahlias with a spade or shovel. Gently shake off the soil, then cut the stems back 
to within 1 inch of the crown. (The dahlia crown is located at the base of the stems where the tuberous roots are 
attached.) Carefully wash the dahlia clumps to remove any remaining soil. Allow the dahlias to dry for 24 hours.
     When the dahlias are dry, place a layer of vermiculite, peat moss or wood shavings in the bottom of a cardboard 
box. Place the dahlia clumps upside down on the storage medium and then cover the dahlias with additional 
vermiculite, peat moss or wood shavings. Repeat the layering procedure until all the dahlias have been placed in the box 
or the box is full. Store the dahlias in a cool (40 to 50 degree Fahrenheit), dry location. 
     How do I over-winter gladiolus bulbs? Carefully dig up the plants with a spade in late summer/early fall. Gently 
shake off the soil from the bulb-like corms. Then cut off the foliage 1 to 2 inches above the corms. Dry the corms for 
two to three weeks in a warm, dry, well-ventilated location. When thoroughly dry, remove and discard the old dried 
up mother corms located at the base of the new corms. Remove the tiny corms (cormels) found around the base of the 
new corms. Save the small corms for propagation purposes or discard them. Place the corms in mesh bags or old nylon 
stockings and hang in a cool, dry, well-ventilated location. Storage temperatures should be 35 to 45 degrees Fahrenheit. 
     How do I over-winter cannas indoors?  Cut the plants back to within 4 to 6 inches of the ground a few days after 
a hard, killing frost. Then carefully dig up the canna clumps with a spade or garden fork. Leave a small amount of soil 
around the cannas. Allow them to dry for several hours.
     Afterwards, place the cannas in large boxes, wire crates or in mesh bags. Store the cannas in a cool (40 to 50 degree 
Fahrenheit), dry location.
     How do I over-winter tuberous begonias? Carefully dig up the tuberous begonias within a few days of a killing 
frost. Leave a small amount of soil around each tuber. Cut off the stems about 1 inch above the tubers. Place the tubers 
in a cool, dry area to cure for two to three weeks. After curing, shake off the remaining soil. Place a layer of peat moss, 
vermiculite or sawdust in a small cardboard box. Lay the tubers on the storage medium, then cover the tubers with 
additional peat, vermiculite or sawdust.  Store the tubers in an area with a temperature of 40 to 50 degrees Fahrenheit. 
     How do I over-winter caladiums indoors? Carefully dig up the caladiums when the foliage begins to yellow with 
the onset of cool weather or wait until after the fi rst frost. After digging, place the plants in a cool, dry location for one 
to two weeks to cure. After curing, cut off the dry foliage. Place a layer of peat moss, vermiculite or sawdust in a small 
cardboard box. Lay the tubers on the storage medium, then cover with additional peat, vermiculite or sawdust. Store 
the caladiums in a cool (60 to 65 degree Fahrenheit), dry location. 
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City Council Minutes

The Laurens City Council met in regular session at the Municipal Building at 5:00 pm, October 7, 2013.  Mayor 
Rod Johnson called the meeting to order.  Present were Council members Rich Newgard, Ken Kunickis, Clarence Siepker, 
Gary Heuton,  and Julie Potter; Police Chief Chris Toner; City Manager, Barbara Smith; and City Attorney, Ann Beneke.  
Public Works Director, Julian Johnsen was absent  

Newgard motioned to approve the consent agenda consisting of the amended agenda, the list of claims and the 
minutes from the September 17, 2013 meeting.  Motion seconded by Heuton.  Ayes all; motion carried. 

Matt Cole with Bolten & Menk updated the Council on the East and Veteran’s Road Project.  He stated the 
project is nearing completion.  The concrete work should be completed by October 12. 

Siepker motioned to approve pay estimate #8; seconded by Heuton.  Ayes all, motion carried. 
Pam Orr with Safe Haven Animal Shelter updated the Council on the services provided the past year.  Newgard 

motioned to renew the contract for services at $200 per month; seconded by Potter.  Ayes all; motion carried. 
Heuton motioned to place the Capital Improvement Fund Levy on the ballot for the City Election scheduled 

November 5, 2013; seconded by Kunickis.  Ayes all; motion carried. 
Newgard motioned to place the change of allocation of Local Option Sales Tax on the ballot for the City Election 

scheduled November 5, 2013; seconded by Heuton.  Ayes all; motion carried. 
Newgard motioned to set the date for the public hearing on the Capital Improvement Fund Levy and the change in 

the allocation of the Local Option Sales Tax for street improvements on October 23, 2013 at 5:15 pm in the council 
chambers; seconded by Heuton.  Ayes all; motion carried. 

Kunickis motioned to approve Resolution #27-13, Outstanding Obligations Disclosure Statement; seconded by 
Newgard.  Roll call vote:  ayes all; Resolution 27-13 was approved and will be submitted to the Department of 
Management. 

Jennifer Edge addressed the Council in reference to her sewer charges.  It was discussed and the Council decided 
to take no action on the matter. 

Smith presented the Council with estimated final costs for the East and Veteran’s Road Project.  Overall, the 
project should come in slightly under budget. 

Claims 10 7 2013

AIRGAS OXYGEN 288.60

ALCOPRO PD SUPPLIES 121.00

ALLIANT UTILITIES 50.12

ALPHA WIRELESS PATTERY TESTING 178.17

BARB SMITH MILEAGE 341.96

BOLTON & MENK SERVICES 24,815.00

BROOKS ANDERSON REIMBURSEMENT 4.99

BUENA VISTA REG MED CTR PARAMEDIC ASSSIT 221.00

BUENA VISTA STATIONERY CHECKS 556.34

CARROT TOP INDUSTRIES PLAQUE 329.31

CERTIFIED TESTING TESTING 3,095.25

COLLECTIONS SERVICES CTR CHILD SUPPORT 282.46

CONNECTIONS INSURANCE 32.30

DATA TECHNOLOGIES TRAINING 95.00
DECATUR ELECTRONICS ANALYZER 2,724.00
EMERGENCY MED
PRODUCTS SUPPLIES 264.18

HARN r/o CHEMICALS 1,900.00

HY VEE SUPPLIES 19.53

IRS TAX 9,075.06

IDNR ANNUAL FEE 66.00
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IA RURAL WATER FALL CONFERENCE 280.00

IPERS IPERS 3,967.51

IPERS/PD PROTECTED IPERS 1,677.71

JIM VAN SICKLE TRAINING 85.00

LMPC UTILITIES 321.58

LMU UTILITIES 6,419.34

LAURENS SUN PUBLICATIONS 167.24

MET TESTING 39.00

MARTIN MARIETTA SUPPLIES 114.75

MARTIN PEST CONTROL MOSQUITO SPRAYING 350.00

MIDWEST BREATHING SUPPLIERS 420.67

MW FIRE EQUIP & REPAIR REPAIRS 620.00

MUNICIPAL MANAGEMENT LEAK DETECTION 725.00
NW IOWA LEAGUE OF
CITIES DUES 25.00

PETE HOW INDUSTRIAL JET CLEAN LINES 1,000.00

PETTY CASH
HOMETOWN PRIDE FALL
FEST 100.00

POC CO PHYSICIAN RECRUIT ANNUAL PAYMENT 4,250.00

POC COMMUNITY HOSP SUPPLIES 40.76

PRIME BENEFITS INSURANCE 2,087.50

R B LUNBER SUPPLIES 53.37

RICHARD GRAFF SUPPLIES 20.60

ROBERT DAHLBERG NUISANCE MOWING 450.00

SENECA COMPANIES TANK CLOSURE 5,745.71

SHAMROCK RECYCLE RECYCLING 1,574.71

SHELL FLEET PLUS FUEL 645.12

STAPLES SUPPLIES 128.77
STORMWATER
COORDINATOR PERMIT FEE 175.00

TREASURER, STATE OF IA TAXES 1,344.00

TOTAL 77,288.61

PAYROLL

001 GENERAL 12,667.29

110 RUT 1,658.84

600 WATER 4,126.53

610 SEWER 3,709.49

670 GARBAGE 3,943.96

PAYROLL TOTAL 26,106.11

REPORT TOTAL 103,394.72

 Potter motioned to adjourn at 6:02 pm; seconded by Heuton.  Ayes all; motion carried. 

________________________________________ _________________________________________ 
Rod Johnson, Mayor    Barbara Smith, City Clerk 

City Council Minutes


