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HONORING THE MILITARY

IN LAURENS, VETERANS DAY 2018 HITS HOME AS 
AN ENDURING TRADITION
By RICK DAVIS
In Flanders fields the poppies blow  
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
    Who knows, perhaps the  message in the opening stanza of  John McCrae's poem "In Flanders Field" was wafting  through the ranks 
during  the Laurens Veterans Day program last week.
    The November 9 program held here in Laurens on a chilly Iowa morning  was the latest localized version of the annual Nov. 11 
national holiday that's been celebrated every year since 1918, honoring military veterans -- both living and deceased.      

    Laurens'  program was held this year two days earlier than the official Nov. 11 national date because 
it involved participation of students in all grades (kindergarten through eighth), plus staff members, of 
Laurens-Marathon School -- and the venue was the school's Old Gym.  Added up, it meant the program was 
considered an all-school event that had to occur on a school day (Friday in this case), according to Sabrina 
Booth, the school's music director.  The program had a red, white and blue theme and tone that featured the 
school's junior high band.  
     Patriotism seemed to be everywhere, although lost perhaps in  the music, pomp and ceremony was the 
fact that this year marked the 100th anniversary of Veterans Day as an official U.S. holiday. For the first 
36 years of its existence, it was called   "Armistice Day" -- so named because that was the day that major 
hostilities in  World War I ended (i.e., an armistice).  More specifically, the event occurred at the 11th hour 
of the  11th day of the 11th month of 1918.  (The war's formal peace agreement, the Treaty of Versailles, 
then was signed the following year.)
    Today, Veterans Day is considered one of the nation's three major holidays honoring the armed services.  
The other two are Memorial Day (called Decoration Day until the name was changed officially in 1967 and 
now observed on the last Monday in May) and Armed Forces Day (on the third Saturday in May).  
    In Laurens,   Veterans Day programs have varied  marginally through the years.  Most aspects  have 
not changed --   opening presentation of the colors,  renditions of the marching songs of the military 

services, other patriotic music,  the pledge of allegiance, remarks by a guest speaker,   a bugler's rendition of 
"Taps"  and  the closer -- retirement of the colors.  Worth mentioning again this year were  the unwavering 
contributions of   local Veterans of Foreign Wars Archibald Southworth  Post 3533, a corps of Laurens armed 
forces veterans who always show up to take on the heavy lifting.  (American Legion Post 24 also has been 
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involved through the years although it's currently dealing with dwindling membership).
    Given that and viewed from afar (in Texas, 1,070 miles from Laurens), it seems fair 
to say Veterans Day in Laurens  remains a  solid community event, more so considering  
the town's eroding population of recent years.  In 2017, the official population was 
1,156, a drop of nearly 36 percent from the Laurens' all-time peak of 1,799 in 1960.  
Ah, but those are just numbers.  Community spirit matters, too, and  helps explain why 
Veterans Day programs have endured as  something for the town to  hang its hat on.
   Consider this year's venue, the venerable "Old Gym."  Old, indeed, because it was   
built in 1942 for a paltry  $38,000 by the Works Progress Administration.  The program  
this year offered several highlights, including the remarks of guest speaker Steve Waller, 
a Spencer resident and  71-year-old veteran of 36 years of total military service (active 

duty and drilling-reserve).  Waller's service to his country included a  twilight tour as 
command sergeant major for the state of Iowa's Army National Guard.  The  school's 
reverent presentation was followed by a  roast-beef sandwich lunch with a free-will 
offering at the Methodist Church.  
    If you turn back the clock seven years to 2011, that Veterans Day in Laurens is 
remembered as  extra special because it featured dedication of the town's  Military 

Veterans Memorial Monument Park.  Located at the intersection of  Veterans Road and Highway 10, it's emerging now as a 
meaningful piece of town history, partially lighted at  night and offering an  ambiance that includes picnic tables, benches, granite 
stonework and flagpoles with American and Prisoner-of-War flags.   The memorial serves as a shining example of the town's collective 
roll-up-its-sleeves mentality.  It was an ambitious project that materialized only through   significant public support.  All material used 
in construction of  the park was funded through donations.  All labor was supplied by volunteers.  Hindsight suggests "The Busiest 
Little Town in Iowa" had again stepped up to the plate and delivered.
   "I do have a great group of fellow veterans to work with,"  said Lee Bailey, Post 3533 commander for the last 14 years.  A decorated 
Vietnam War veteran, Bailey's awards include the Purple Heart.  An armored scout assigned to a unit of the Americal Infantry 
Division, Bailey  suffered burns over more than 51 percent of his body when his outfit was attacked near Chu Lai during a  summer 
1968 campaign.
  "These guys, when they're asked  to  participate at a veterans funeral or some other 
event, they show up regularly and  in great numbers, numbers that are envied by other 
communities," added Bailey, who explained proceeds from the Nov. 9 lunch were split 50-
50 between the Brushy Creek Area Honor Flight Program and maintenance expenses for 
the veterans memorial park .  "We get called on frequently to help VFWs in other towns 
where there's  lack of participants.  I am very proud to be considered part of the Laurens 
community."
    A 1965 graduate of Pocahontas High, Bailey attended community college for two years, 
then was drafted into the Army in 1968, leading to his Vietnam tour.   Bailey was released 
from active duty in 1969 as part of  the active forces draw-down program initiated by the 
Nixon Administration.  He farmed first near Havelock, and then Laurens before retiring  last 
year and moving to Laurens with his wife Pat.   
   Life-long Laurens resident John Pohlman has been another linchpin in Post 3533 
endeavors.  A 1964 graduate of Laurens High, then from Mankato State, Pohlman 
scrambled to fulfill his military obligation by gaining acceptance into a Naval aviation 
program.  It eventually qualified him as a radar intercept officer, the so-called "back-seater"  
in the F-4 Phantom fighter jet that headlined the Navy's air-dale arsenal for much of its 
1960-96 lifespan. As a GIB ("guy in the back" in Navy parlance), Pohlman was strapped in 
for  41 "traps" (aircraft carrier landings) and 30 combat missions while serving with Carrier 
Air Wing 15 aboard the USS Coral Sea (CVA-43) in the Gulf of Tonkin off Vietnam in 
1971-72.
   Pohlman  was asked if he would have voluntarily served his country anyway -- without 
the black-cloud presence of the high-quota initial-phase military draft that inducted 
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thousands of young Americans into the military (mostly into the Army) in the mid-'60s to meet 
personnel demands of the Vietnam War. The rules of that initial draft -- which preceded a draft 
lottery system that was launched in December 1969 and continued until July 1, 1973 -- forced many 
graduating college seniors (like Pohlman) to scramble and compete for something more attractive -- 
appointments to officer programs.  
    "I don't know for sure if I would have served, if  not for the draft,"  Pohlman said.  "But I have 
always looked for excitement and I loved to fly, so I probably would have.  I do feel proud now, 
looking back, that I served my country.  I always think about the guys who never came home or were 
POWs.  I had both in my outfit in Vietnam."
    Pohlman's reference was  to Cdr. Thomas Dunlop,  who commanded the carrier air wing to which 
Pohlman was assigned.  On April 6, 1972, Dunlop's A-7 Corsair was hit by a North Vietnamese 
surface-to-air missile.  Dunlop perished, but his remains weren't located and positively identified 
until 2004 with subsequent burial at Arlington National Cemetery on March 21, 2005. Pohlman 
also mentioned LCdr. David Hoffman, an F-4 pilot and Air Wing 15's landing signal officer  on the 
Coral Sea in 1971.  Pohlman said he was on the tentative  schedule to fly with Hoffman on a mission 
over North Vietnam on Dec. 30, but was medically grounded for 10 days because of a sinus issue.  
Hoffman and his replacement RIO were shot down by a SAM, then captured and housed for the next  
1 1/2 years in the Hanoi Hilton POW prison.
   Asked for his reaction to fate's role in his avoiding becoming a POW, Pohlman said, "No comment 
except to say it was luck of the draw.  Veterans Day is a day to reflect on your military service and 
enjoy  camaraderie with the guys.  Generally, a few stories float around among us."
   Roger Ryon, a 1962 Laurens High graduate and 1966 graduate of Iowa State who now lives in 
suburban San Diego, also fancied flying airplanes as a youth.  It was a dream that became reality.  
Ryon graduated from Naval Aviation Officer Candidate School, then earned his pilot wings in 1968 
and eventually landed in the front seat of an F-4 Phantom.  Across 23 years of active duty before 
retiring with the rank of commander in 1990, Ryon spent more than 4,000 hours in  cockpits, 
logging 171 combat missions and 650 traps/recoveries on aircraft carriers.  "That 650 includes 208 
traps at night -- which is where you really earn your flight play,"  said Ryon, who noted he retains  a  
shining memory of a particular day in the 1950s when he and lifelong friend Jon George spent most 

of the morning watching a sizable number of small planes land at the long-gone Laurens Airport (now site of the town's golf course) 
for a fly-in breakfast.  "Jon and I shared an interest in light aviation then, to the point we could identify the make and model of planes, 
sometimes by sound alone,"  added Ryon, who majored in agricultural business in college.  "Little did I know  this fascination with 
aviation would turn into a military career for me."
    Ryon said he remembers feeling  some desperation early in his senior year at Iowa State.  A desperation to qualify for acceptance to a 
military officer program, thereby avoiding Army induction with its two-year enlisted obligation.  "My roommate was in Navy ROTC 
and he suggested I talk to a Navy recruiter who was making a stop on campus," Ryon remembered.  "Long story, short, I was accepted 
and eventually earned my Navy wings.  It  probably was the proudest moment of my life returning on military leave to Laurens and 
sporting my new status to family and friends."
    Patriotic to the core, Ryon offered his take on high school classmates and others from Laurens who -- perhaps driven by the existence 
of the ominous military draft of the '60s, or for other reasons -- wound up raising their right hand to serve their country.  Or perhaps  
they did it in some other way
    "My classmates faced similar challenges regarding required military service.  Most of them served  our country in one capacity or 
another, military or civilian," said Ryan.  "There was no question as to our obligation to serve for living in this free nation.  As my life 
has progressed, due to my professional military and civilian careers, I move within a circle of friends most of whom share my patriotic 
views which I know are very popular back in Laurens, especially when compared to other parts of the country."
    Although his fighter pilot experiences are now largely  scrapbook material, Ryon remains  connected to the Navy, including serving 
in the docent corps on the USS Midway, an aircraft carrier that was part of the active fleet for 47 years (1945-92) and now is an 
immensely popular floating museum in San Diego Bay.  Ryon's expertise  is special because of his Midway roots, having  served on 
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board it as an F-4 pilot and air wing landing signal officer in the 1970s. 
   "I never have been  in Laurens on Veterans Day to see how  veterans are honored there," Ryon said.  "But I did visit Laurens  last year  
for the July 4th parade which saluted veterans -- as did my Class of 1962 55th class reunion that  honored classmates who are military 
veterans (Lyle Rebhuhn, Steve Sloan, Richard Lindsey, Keith Hoffman, Bob Lammers, Larry Perkins).  Seeing that, and being part of it, 
was reassuring for me, given that I'm  in California and am subject to the politics  in the state where I live."
   The tone of Ryon's remarks were echoed in some fashion by Marlin Egertsen, a 1965 Laurens High graduate (his graduating class of 
73 was the largest in the school's history).  Egertsen was among those filling the Post 3533  ranks during the Nov. 9 ceremony at the 
school.
    Drafted into the Army in late 1967, Egertsen arrived in Vietnam  in March '68 to serve a 12-month Vietnam tour, in his case, 
assigned to a battalion of the Ninth Infantry Division (nicknamed "The Old Reliables" at some point of their lengthy history).  
Egertsen's arrival in 'Nam came just over a month after the  Tet Offensive had been launched by the Viet Cong/North Vietnamese.  
Egertsen's  battalion  wound up attached to  the Navy's "Brown Water Navy" -- a hybrid offshoot that specialized in riverine warfare, 
largely in Vietnam's Mekong Delta.
   "I've seen, and even lived, the atrocities, that man can do to his fellow men,"  said Egertsen, who returned to Laurens after his active 
duty release and forged a career as a farmer, truck driver, factory worker and odd-jobs entrepreneur.  "Of the original company that 
I served with, there weren't many of us left at the end of my year over there.  For sure, there are far too many names on that 'wall' of 
the guys I served with."  Egertsen's reference was to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall in Washington, D.C., which lists the names 
of 58,320  U.S. service members (the official number as of May 2018) who died in service in the war and also service members who 
remain unaccounted for (missing in action).
    Noting  such thoughts  occupy his mind every year on Memorial Day and Veterans Day, Egertsen added: "Most people don't know, 
or do know but don't care, that, age-wise, we were the youngest Army to ever serve this country.  It was filled with a lot of young guys 
who never lived to realize what it was like to have their own family, to hold their babies, to coach in their kid's Little League, to walk 
their daughter down the aisle when she got married.  Or to sight-see in this country... to do any of the things they might have dreamed 
of doing some day.  A military veteran has served every citizen in this country.  And for those who complain about our president or 
Congress, maybe every citizen should ask themselves, 'What have I done for our country?' As  for  Veterans Day I am proud to have 
served and I hope more people would take notice. "

    Gary Bellinghausen, another Laurens native who now lives in surburban Seattle, 
served his Vietnam tour during 1970-71 with the First Air Cavalry Division at  
Phuoc Vinh Base Camp in  Phouc Thanh Province, 50 miles north of Saigon.  A '64 
Laurens High graduate and then from Saint John's (Minn.) in '68, he was drafted 
shortly after college graduation, then accepted an option to enlist under a delayed-
entry program.  After boot camp, he was selected for  Officer Candidate School 
and commissioned as a second lieutenant in '69, followed by duty as a rifle range 
instructor stateside, then the semi-obligatory Vietnam tour.  He was released from 
active duty in May 1971 during the U.S. de-escalation program.
    Bellinghausen said his perspective on the role of US. military veterans over 
the years was influenced greatly by a visit to Henri Chapelle American Cemetery 
in Belgium in 2016 where he found the graves of two 21-year-old cousins of 
his mother  who were killed during World War II's Battle of the Bulge.  "Every 
Memorial Day, I will forever remember standing in front of those graves and saying, 
'Thank you for your service.' I grew up thinking of service to country as more of a 
duty that I owed my country, rather than a burden my country was placing on me.  
My time in the military taught me so much about discipline, teamwork, respect, 
creative thinking, honor, integrity."
    Those life lessons crystallized, he said, only over a period of time.
    "Back then, I thought the first month of OCS were the worst weeks of my life,"  

Bellinghausen said.  "The attrition rate was huge... guys who didn't want to put up with constant harassment.  Middle-of-the-night 
drills, inspections, impossible expectations, trying to pit us against one another.  Now I can look back and reflect on it all and see it as 
one of the best character-building experiences of my life, learning how to reach deep down to do things you thought were impossible. I 
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Laurens native Gary Bellinghausen served his 1970-71 
Vietnam tour as a first lieutenant with the First Air Cavalry 
Division at Phuoc Vinh Base Camp north of Saigon, where 
this photo was taken next to a 105-millimeter field howitzer.  
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learned great life skills that many don't ever have the opportunity to learn."
    Bellinghausen, whose service spanned 1968-71,  termed his time in-country  "rather unusual," noting, as an infantry second 
lieutenant reporting for Vietnam duty in September 1970, he expected "to be out in the bush in a matter of weeks."  It didn't happen 
largely because he majored in mathematics at Saint John's. During in-country processing, he was selected for a supply billet that 
involved ensuring the First Cavalry landing zones and outer posts had sufficient ammunition, artillery and armament daily.
    "Spent 12 hours a day doing that job  and with no margin for error,"  Bellinghausen said.  "We were far enough out in the sticks that 
we got shelled at night and you needed to sleep in a cradle of sandbags covered with mosquito nets.  I still remember that Rule No. 1 
was always get a hooch as far away as possible from the chopper pads because the pads were target No. 1 for the North Vietnamese.  
Getting that (supply corps) assignment ... yes,  I was extremely lucky to have been in the right place at the right time."
    Bellinghausen said his growing-up-in-Laurens memories include attending Memorial Day and Veterans Day gatherings, hearing the 
speeches, seeing the flags displayed in town and at the cemetery.  
   "I don't get to as many of those parades and ceremonies anymore,"  he said.  "But what I do now on Veterans Day is the same thing I 
do every other day of the year ... we have our flag flying proudly.  It's in honor of both our country and especially military veterans who 
have served the nation."
    Louis Ball, a 1963 Laurens High graduate, served a year in Vietnam in 1968-69 at Long Binh Army Base with  headquarters of the 
Army's First Aviation Brigade.  Right before being detached to return stateside, Ball was awarded the  Army Commendation Medal for 
"having distinguished himself by exceptionally meritorious service in support of military operations against communist aggression."  
His citation noted he "astutely surmounted extremely adverse conditions to obtain consistently superior results" and demonstrated 
"unrelenting loyalty, initiative and perseverance that brought wide acclaim and inspired others to strive for maximum achievement" 
and was "in keeping with the finest traditions of the military service."
   Ball, who graduated from Iowa State in '67, now lives in suburban Minneapolis.  But he  raised his family in Laurens, moving back 
to his home town in the 1970s.  Within a month after college graduation, he was reclassified  from 2-S (college student deferment) 
to 1-A (available for unrestricted military service) by the Pocahontas County Draft Board.  He went to work in the business world, 
knowing it would be only temporary.  He was inducted into the Army four months later.
    "Leading up to getting my draft notice, I spent a lot of time evaluating my options,"  Ball recalled.  "To me, it seemed a game of 
numbers.  The draft existed to fill  quotas (monthly in many cases).  So if I exercised an option to get me out of the draft, someone else 
would be drafted in my place ... someone who possibly might not have otherwise been drafted.  I didn't feel good about that, so I let 
myself be available for the draft."
    While serving at his first duty station after boot camp, the Army's Fort Huachuca in southeast Arizona, Ball was notified he soon 
would be receiving orders to ship out -- to Vietnam.  "I also was informed there was an option that might get me out of going to 
Vietnam.  Again, the numbers game, the quotas, came into play.  If I didn't go, someone else would go in my place.  So I went to 
Vietnam and did the best I could."
   Terming his Vietnam experience a "very personal story," Ball noted, "When you're serving, the most common explanation you hear 
as to why a soldier fights is it's for two reasons -- the guy on your left and the guy on your right.  In a combat unit that's in a combat 
zone, you make  close friends quickly.  And you don't want to let those  buddies down.  So, you work hard to do the best you can.  I 
felt I did the best I could."
    Ball's 'Nam tour included a mid-February early-morning hours incident on the perimeter of the Long Binh base.  It unfolded about 
two weeks into the war's  Tet Offensive, a coordinated series of early '68 attacks by the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong on U.S. bases.  
Assigned to a night duty section in a fringe area of the base, Ball remembered  incoming rocket and mortar fire that night, followed by 
small arms and automatic weapons fire, beginning sometime after midnight.
    "Of the four of us in the bunker, the sergeant in charge manned the M60 machine gun but he became incapacitated within minutes 
of the attack.," remembered Ball.  "I was a corporal, next in seniority,  so I assumed bunker command and took over the M60. We 
were 300-500 yards off the end of the section where the direct assault was, but close enough that we were taking hostile covering fire.   
Because of the use of tracer rounds, you could see were the fire was coming from.  I returned fire with the M60 and this went on until 
basically daylight."
   Ball said the action "may have played a role in my subsequent promotion to buck sergeant (Spec-5).  I was at only 14 months service 
and not even close to the required time-in-grade and time-in-service requirements, both of which could be waived.  A promotion 
board that included my first sergeant met a couple days after the action.  I think he was a very positive influence on the board.  I was 
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promoted the next day."
    And a few days ago when another  Nov. 11 popped up on his calendar, Ball said it evoked memories.  Tough memories.  He spent 
part of  Veterans  Day 2018 "in quiet reflection," focused on  three guys named Dennis, Paul and Terry.  "They were Army friends who 
died over there,"  Ball said.  "I think of them often.  All of these things, and other thoughts, they reinforced my belief in public service 
and were a part of why I served two-plus terms on the Laurens City Council, on the Library Board of Trustees, as a member of Kiwanis 
and an active supporter of the Laurens School and our church."  
    Keith Hoffman, a virtually lifelong Laurens resident and 1962 graduate of Laurens High, got his draft notice in September '66, 
barely three months after graduating from Iowa State.  He spent his Vietnam tour serving with the famed First Infantry,  the outfit 
later named "The Big Red One" with its history dating to World War I.  "I was over there for the Tet Offensive (which began Jan. 30, 
1968)," said Hoffman, a stalwart in the ranks of Post 3533, including serving as bugler for memorial services for veterans.  "Most of the 
time , I helped out-process GI's rotating back home to the states.  But my real job .... it  was to have all records of those killed-in-action 
ready to be shipped back within 24 hours. Our country's involvement in Vietnam brought a lot of conflict within our own borders.  It's 
taken many years for those memories of that whole experience to fade for me.  When I came home myself, I learned two things quickly 
-- not to trust the news media (accounts of the war) and not to wear your military uniform in public."
    Hoffman described Post 3533 currently as "a small VFW, but an active one."
    "The community really is behind us.  We give back by helping the Boy Scouts, buying shirts and hats for youth baseball teams, 
helping get the veterans monument park built through donations from the community,"  added Hoffman, who noted  a Laurens 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization called Rally 4 Veterans founded in 2015 by local business owner Vani Ahlers  has  grown now into a regional 
operation.  Earlier this year, Rally 4 Veterans donated $50,000 to the Brushy Creek program that's  part of a national network that 
helps military veterans travel to Washington, D.C. to  visit the war 
memorials and monuments in the nation's capital.     
    "Having been there, for me, it's awesome how, the young and 
old,  thank veterans for their service, display our flag and just 
show up out of respect,"  added Hoffman.  "The program every 
year at the school when students participate, it's great they do this. 
Every country has a flag.  If you can't respect our flag, try another 
place to live.  As veterans, we should, we will, stand united." 
    Denny and Bruce Wright -- two other Laurens natives who 
served out Army enlistments as draftees in the 1970s -- spent part 
of their 2018 Veterans Day weekend speaking to students at Rock 
Valley Elmentary School in Hull.  This past summer, the Wright 
brothers  reconnected in a special way with their active duty tours 
of duty.  They slipped  back into their Army uniforms and raised 
the American flag before the Minnesota Twins' July 7 baseball 
game at Target Field in Minneapolis.  They had been chosen 
for the season-long program sponsored by the Twins  to honor 
veterans and active-duty military personnel who now live in the 
team's fan-base area.
    "I've spoken several times through the years on Veterans Day to 
school groups and nursing home residents,"  said Denny, a '64 Laurens High graduate and Vietnam veteran/Bronze Star recipient who 
recently moved, with his wife, Patty, from Hull to Sioux City.  "I always think of my dad (Pat) on Veterans Day, especially because of 
his Army service during the Korean War.  I was 4 years old at the time and missed him a lot.  I also think of the guys I serviced with in 
Vietnam and those I went through basic training with.  When I got drafted in 1970, I didn't think going into the military was such a 
great idea.  But looking back, I feel proud.  It's a real honor to have served our country and to be recognized on Veterans Day.  I always 
offer a special thank you to all those who care enough to say 'thank you' to me and to all the others who served.
    Bruce Wright, a '67 Laurens High graduate whose Army service encompassed 1972-73, said his Veterans Day weekend  included 
a special moment during a Sunday church service.  "The veterans in our congregation were invited up to the front to sing 'The Battle 
Hymn of the Republic,' while a huge American flag was raised behind us,"  said Bruce, who married his brother Denny's sister (Pam).  
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Spit-and-polish, ready for inspection, sir, was the order of the day when Laurens 
native sons Bruce (left) and Denny Wright (right) got back into their Army 

uniforms this summer.  The brothers raised the American flag during playing of 
the national anthem before the Minnesota Twins baseball game in Minneapolis 

July 7.  They  served in the Army as draftees in the 1970s.
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"It was quite a moment to be part of."
    Dick Mosbach, another Laurens High '63 graduate, navigated a different military route.  
He received an appointment to the Air Force Academy and was appointed a second lieutenant  
upon academy graduation in '68.  Mosbach went on to complete 26 years of commissioned 
service, retiring with the rank of colonel in 1994.  
    "During my time at the academy and on active duty after that, it afforded me countless 
opportunities to observe the dedication, loyalty, sacrifices and courage of our military 
members,"  said Mosbach, who lives in Colorado Springs, near the campus of the academy.  
"And rather than merely reading about them in a book, I personally knew airmen who 
truly gave their all, plus others who were prisoners of war.  On a more routine level, my 
contemporaries and peers spent extensive time, frequently under difficult conditions, away 
from their families.  And they were transferred every three or four years, often to less than 
desirable bases because it met the needs of our country.
    "As an aside, today I worry that few citizens of this country -- especially members of 
Congress -- have any firsthand knowledge of what it means to serve in the military.  They 
have not walked in our shoes, something they need to do to truly appreciate and support our 

military."
   Asked about how he spent Veterans Day 2018, Mosbach said, "I went to the Air Force Academy Cemetery to visit the graves of 
friends and classmates buried there.  During the year, I visit the academy chapel every week, walking past a plaque with the names of 
graduates, including my roommate, who were killed in combat.  Many of those veterans died in an unpopular, controversial war.  But, 
without exception, they died doing their duty with exceptional valor.  The bottom line for me is Veterans Day is an opportunity to 
honor and remember veterans who were not only airmen, but also close friends."
    Mosbach said in high school, he knew what Veterans Day was.  And memories  still remain   of Veterans Day and Memorial Day 
ceremonies.  "I remember at the end of the ceremonies at the cemetery, a bugler, standing off somewhere in the corn field, would play 
'Taps.'  To this day, I cannot hear Taps without shedding ears.  It is the ultimate tribute to a fallen veteran."
    Mosbach said,  for him as a Laurens youth, "World War II and the Korean War seemed like distant conflicts that had no personal 
impact on me.  I knew that Laurens had  veterans of those wars, but they were just friends and neighbors.  As I matured and began to 
understand the impact of those wars on our country, I realized I had the privilege of growing up among some true patriots and heroes.  
Guys like Eb and Dimmy Kees, Vince Southworth, Fred Eaton, Joe Workman; ladies like Dorrie Siddall.  And others who loyally 
served their country, quietly came back from their war, packed  their uniforms away, rolled up their sleeves and proceeded to make 
Laurens a great little town.  I wish I had know back then what I know now.  I would have spent time talking to them and documenting 
their service to their country.  All too many of those heroes are gone now.  And, with them ... their stories."
    Sam Paton, another Laurens High graduate (class of '62), said his thoughts every Veterans Day are fixated on  a man he  never knew.   
First Lt. James Paton, Sam's father, was killed in action during World War II.  It happened on April 25, 1945 while he was serving 
with the Army's  26th Yankee Division in 
Cham, Germany. Operating behind enemy 
lines, James Paton was hit by direct fire 
during a German ambush.  He did die a true 
hero's death as his undaunted, odds-defying 
actions, along with those of several comrades, 
resulted in the surrender of an entire Nazi 
division.  James posthumously was  awarded  
the Silver Star, the nation's third highest 
decoration for gallantry displayed during 
hostile action.  A Bronze Star recipient earlier 
in the war, Sam's dad is buried (along with 

Laurens High  alumnus Dick Mosbach 
graduated from the Air Force Academy in 

1968, then served his country with 26 years of 
commissioned service.  Mosbach retired  from 
active duty with the rank of  colonel in 1994.  

Laurens High graduate Sam Paton took this photo of Lorraine American Cemetery in Saint-Avold, France, 
in 1999.  Sam's father, Army 1st Lt. James Paton, was killed during a German ambush on April 25, 1945, 

about two weeks before World War II's Victory in Europe Day.  James is among the 10,489 American 
servicemen buried at Lorraine.  Sam, with his wife, Vivian,  visited his father's grave site with Sam's 
mother, Laurens resident Saramary (Sarah) Paton Chadwick,  in April 1999.   "Visiting the grave site 

helped my mother  finally bring closure to the loss  of her husband -- my dad,"  said Sam Paton.

...continued from page 6...

...continued to page 8...
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10,488 other  soldiers) at Lorraine American Cemetery in the French town of Saint Avold, 10 miles from the German border and more 
than an ocean away from the son he never had a chance to hold as a baby.  Sam though years later -- in a distant sort of way eventually 
reconnected with the man he never knew.  He visited his dad's grave site twice during the 1990s -- nearly 50 years after James Paton 
had been laid to rest there.  The  first time was in 1995 when he was in Europe on a business trip.  The second time was   in 1999 -- 
accompanied by his mother, Saramary, and his wife, Vivian. 
    The circumstances of his father's death meant Sam never served in the armed forces himself.  His   selective service classification of 
4-G (sole surviving son of a U.S. serviceman killed in the line of duty) made him virtually exempt from being drafted.
       "When I  visited the grave site in '99, I noticed my mother showed less emotion than  me or my wife,"  said Paton, a graduate of 
the University of Iowa and Michigan State graduate school who now lives in suburban Dallas.  Shedding some light on his mother's 
perspective, Sam said, "She  told me years ago, that, after V-E Day (May 8, 1945), she, like so many others, became convinced .... the 
war finally was over and their loved ones would be returning.  But imagine, several days later, when the telegram arrived informing her 
he had been killed in combat.  She was devastated."  
    Paton eventually did serve his country in different fashion -- two years in the Peace Corps during the mid-'70s.  It may have 
contributed to creating a larger life's canvas for him.  Sam described visiting the Lorraine cemetery  as  "a moving, tearful experience."
     “You go there because a loved one -- father, uncle, grandfather, friend’s father -- was a soldier who died in the war and now is buried 
there,”  said Paton, remembering  that his first glimpse of the cemetery made him gasp and tear up.  He remembered, too, how the 
many trees and hedges served to isolate the cemetery from the noise of nearby daily life.  “It’s peaceful and quiet.  Grave markers aligned 
in rows with a sort of military precision, laid out on these immaculate grounds  (see  www.abmc.gov for more information).  Then you 
walk through, row after row, going slowly,until you reach the grave of your loved one.  There it is, in front of you, a grassy area marked 
by a single white cross, one cross  among  so many.  Your escort takes sand from a bag and gently rubs it across the engraving on that 
white cross.  The engraving on my dad’s cross   has his name, rank, home state and date of death.  The sand ... it came from the beaches 
of Normandy  (in France where  Allied forces landed during the June 6, 1944, D-Day invasion).  Sand from Normandy now being 
used for a moment like this.  I couldn’t help wondering ... is there a higher honor?  Then it was  time to be alone at the grave, alone in 
thoughts and reflections on loved ones,  on war.”  
     Paton said he remembers resuming his walk among the rows of white crosses, eventually reaching the cemetery's far end  and 
pausing to look back reflectively, past all the crosses, and fixing his gaze on the chapel.  At some point, it was time to leave.  "I walked 
back slowly, eventually past the grave that brought me there,"  he said.  " I paused again, looking down and saying softly,  'thank you for 
your sacrifice.'  It was my dad's sacrifice, like those of so many others ... sacrifices made on behalf of so many."
     Ideally, Veterans Day 2018 should have reminded all of us of those sacrifices -- and also perhaps served to put things in the greater 
context of the big picture.  Similarly, the  voices heard here in these paragraphs  hopefully served to ring true ... reminding us  how 
Laurens, as a small Midwest community,  continues to mark  every Veterans Day -- by pausing to honor those who through the years 
have served their  country.
    Somewhere, too, amid it all, that last stanza of "In Flanders Field"   may have been echoing however faintly...
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you, from failing hands, we throw
The torch: be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die,
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.     
    (A Laurens native and Navy veteran with 22 years of combined active duty and Ready Reserve service who now lives  
in San Antonio, Texas,   Rick Davis is  an occasional contributor to The Paper. rickdavis31945@gmail.com

Local News 

...continued from page 7...

Some of the phrases and thoughts so 
eloquently captured in  John McCrae's 

acclaimed poem "In Flanders Field" also 
were used as inspiring propaganda during 

World War I.  Above, this "Buy Victory 
Bonds" Canadian poster -- showing a 

soldier in a poppy field and a single cross 
-- served to showcase the poem's closing 

stanza.  
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Local News & Announcements

4-H Painting Event
4-H’ers in Pocahontas County had the opportunity to paint a snowman family at a Creative Spirits painting workshop.  
This event was made possible by the generous support of the Pocahontas County 4-H Endowment.  If you have a child 
in K-12th grade and would like them involved in the many 4-H activities in Pocahontas County please contact the ISU 
Extension and Outreach Pocahontas County for complete details on how to enroll. lzeman@iastate.edu or 712-335-3103

Photo ID:  Back (L-R)  Melody Kuhn, Noah Kuhn, Verdy Klocke, Jaqalin Sobotka, Nataley Frerk, Abby Minkler, Paige Melohn, Taylor Hubbell, 
Ellie Melohn, Emma Storms, Brenna Storms, Kendall Evans and Mary Seehusen.

Front (L-R) Julia Kuhn, Delaney Janssen, Abby Paulsen, Ava Ford, Micah Kuhn, Hailey Dawson, Erin Stuchlik, Zoe Kerns, Brooklynn Hubbell, 
Emma Sobotka, Kaylee Dirks, Dani Cook, Joshua Hoffman and Melia Hoffman.

Ifeanyi/Dallenbach Wedding
Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Connie Dallenbach announce the marriage of 
their daughter Stevie to Chuka Ifeanyi, son of Drs. Felix and Uju Ifeanyi.
     The couple were married June 29 at the Wychmere Beach Club in Cape 
Cod, MA.  Chuka was attended by his brothers Endy and KC.  Stevie's 
attendants were her sisters Shannon Kalb and  Tiffany Hill.  Flower girls 
were Mica Hill and Tae Kalb nieces of the bride.
     The couple honeymooned in Italy in August.  They are home at 9491 
Milbank Dr. Shreveport, LA 71115.  Chuka is an ENT physician and Stevie 
works as a wound care nurse.
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 Advertising

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, November 18, 2018 
 

@ 7:00 P.M. 
 

at Laurens United Methodist Church 
201 W. Main St. 

 
 

Offering will go towards the  
Laurens Ministerial Emergency Fund. 

 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Fall Church Bazaar
Saturday, November 17

Laurens United Methodist Church
Coffee--9:30 a.m.

Booths open at 10:00 a.m.
Breads, Cookie Walk, Homemade 
candies, frozen casseroles, pies,

Pecan, Walnut, and Cashew Nuts
Jumpy Monkey Coffee,

 Quilted, knitted & embroidered items,  
Crafters Corner supplies, 
and Good as New Table  

Lunch-Creamed Chicken & Biscuits
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

$7 adults to 6 years—5 & under $3

http://www.laurenschamber.com/christmas-open-house
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Local News

Carolers to Go on Silent Auction to Raise Funds for Pool Project
The pool project committee would like to thank 
Jan Hartley for the recent donation of Byer’s 
Choice Carolers from her collection. These 
collectibles will be sold by Silent Auction with the 
proceeds going to the Laurens Pool Project. They 
are on display at City Hall.  The Silent Auction 
will begin November 15th with the final bids 
being accepted by 7 pm Wednesday, December 
5th at the Laurens Chamber’s Soup Supper at the 
Methodist Church.  Pictures of the folk art figures 
will also be added to the Pool Project’s Facebook 
page.
     In case you’re not familiar with Byer’s Choice, 
here’s a history, condensed from their website. 
     In the late 1960's Joyce Byers, an amateur 
artist with a degree in fashion design, was 
disappointed in what she was seeing in the stores: 
aluminum tinsel trees with garish blue lights. 
She was looking for holiday decorations with warmth that showed respect for timeless traditions and her own memories of 
Christmas.
     The first Carolers graced the Byers' dining room table that Christmas, and they received compliments from all of the 
relatives. On a tight budget, Joyce knew what to make for presents the following year. A neighbor suggested taking some to a 
local store, where they sold quickly. Soon a couple of dozen stores around the country were asking Joyce to supply them with 
Carolers. 
     Joyce pressed her husband, Bob, and their two sons into service to help produce the figures each autumn. When a 
downturn in the economy hurt his construction business, Bob saw some potential in the Carolers. He decided to devote 
more of his energies to the fledgling business, and in 1978, the couple hired their first employee, and turned the garage into 
a workshop.
     The unique appearance and handcrafted quality of the Carolers quickly gained a following. Each year, Bob & Joyce 
would work with their crew of trained artisans up until Christmas Eve putting the finishing touches on Carolers. Together, 
the family now oversees a team of 80 artisans in Pennsylvania who handcraft those same creations that started out on the 
dining room table many years ago.
     OK, now that you know the history of the company, here’s some information on the Hartley donation. There are 18 
different pieces spanning the years 1990 to 2010. There are a couple mystery pieces that appear to be undated. 
     The adult carolers are all around 12 inches tall. They include the director with her music stand, a gentleman with a bell, 
a gardener, a teacher, a golfer and even a Santa! There are also a few carolers who look to be teenagers and are about 9 ½ 
inches tall. One of those is a boy holding a pickle ornament. There is also a set of young Salvation Army Bell Ringers.
     In addition to the more traditional carolers, we have a boy chef with his gingerbread house, two 6 inch boys with a 
wagon that are dressed for winter, a Christmas goose, duck and cat. There is also a cute Pilgrim couple, about 7 inches tall, 
perfect for your Thanksgiving decorating.
     You can view and bid on these charming pieces at City Hall from now until the bidding concludes at the Soup Supper 
December 5th. Choose your favorites now and get ready to place your bid!
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Announcements & Advertising

HELP WANTED
Laurens-Marathon CSD

Cook
 

Interested applicants need to send a resume/
application to:

Scott Williamson, Superintendent
Laurens-Marathon CSD

300 W Garfield St
Laurens, Iowa 50554

Position will be opened until filled
E.O.E/AA

Mark Your Calendars for 
Friday, November 23!
Black Friday Football
Iowa vs. Nebraska on 

the big screen at Laurens 
Golf & Country Club!

Gametime: 11 a.m.
Open at 10 a.m.

Food & Drink Specials

Carpet For Sale
BerBer Carpet with pad, 

Grey/liGht Blue Blend in Color 
16x24 -- 8x24

$100 - you remove!
Call: (712) 845-2003

Make November 15, 2018 your commitment 
to a healthier life by joining the thousands 
of Americans who want to quit smoking by 

participating in The Great American Smokeout.

http://www.heartnhomeonline.com
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FRY
Friday, January 22nd 
Serving from 5-8 p.m.  

FISH

Menu: All You Can Eat Fish, Baked Potato, 
Baked Beans, Cole Slaw & Garlic Toast 

Public 
Welcome!

12582 Hwy 10 West, Laurens
Phone: (712) 841-2287

Come Out & 
Enjoy Dinner 

with Us!

Friday, November 16
Serving from 5-8 p.m.

Larry and Lois White to Celebrate 65th 
Wedding Anniversary 
Larry and Lois (Hanish) White’s 65th wedding anniversary is Wednesday, 
November 28. They were married in 1953 at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in 
Laurens.
     Their children, Danny and Geri White (Iowa City, IA), Roxanne Halverson 
(Sioux Rapids, IA), Dennis and Brenda White (Billings, MT), Bruce and Julie 
White (Yorba Linda, CA), Connie and Ron Mongenel (El Monte, CA), and 
Karen White (Roland, IA), along with their 14 grandchildren and 15 great 
grandchildren, invite friends and family to send congratulations to Larry and Lois 
at 208 S 4th St, Laurens, IA 50554.

Art Cullen at the Library
2017 Pulitzer-winning newspaperman Art Cullen told 
of his journey into publishing his book, "Storm Lake: A 
Chronicle of Change, Resilience, and Hope from a Heartland 
Newspaper" to Laurens Public Library patrons recently. 
He also read a few selections from his book and answered 
questions from the audience. Of course he brought copies of 
his book and autographed them!
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At the Library

At the Library with 
Glenda Mulder
November 14, 2018  

Remember last week when I told you 
we didn’t have any programs on our 
calendar? HA! That didn’t last long. 
Join us Tuesday, November 20th at 1 
o’clock for an informational meeting 
about the North Raccoon River 
Watershed. The Iowa Watershed 
Approach represents a vision for 
Iowa’s future that voluntarily 
engages stakeholders throughout 
the watershed to achieve common 
goals, while moving toward a more 
resilient state. This program is not 
only about Iowans helping Iowans, 
but also about demonstrating 
Iowans’ commitment to agricultural 
stewardship, to the environment, to 
their neighbors, and to the future. 
Ask questions, voice any concerns, 
and learn with us!
     New fiction includes; Target (an 
Alex Cross novel) by James Patterson, 
Look Alive 25 (regular, large print 
& CD book) by Janet Evanovich, 
Shadows We Hide by Allen Eskens, 
A Thousand Doors by J.T. Ellison, 
Christmas Key by Lori Wilde, Tony’s 
Wife (CD book too!) by Adriana 
Trigiani, The Fall of Gondolin by J.R. 
Tolkien. We also received Michelle 
Obama’s autobiography Becoming.
     Local dog lover Judy Carlson 
stopped in the other day and 
volunteered to purchase some new 
pet and mystery books for our 
children’s department! As we were 
talking she said, “It seems to me that 
kids who grow up with a pet in the 

house are better adults because they 
have learned responsibility.” I wish 
I had written this down exactly as 
she said it, but this is the gist of it! 
The books we ordered are starting to 
come in, so take a look next time you 
come to the library.
     I’m looking forward to reading 
our Book Club choice for November, 
Where'd you go, Bernadette by Maria 
Semple even more after reading 
this opening line in the GoodReads 
description, “A compulsively readable 
and touching novel about misplaced 
genius and a mother and daughter's 
role in an absurd world.” We have 
lots of copies of this book, so grab 
one and join our discussion Monday, 
November 26th at 7 p.m. I’m going 
to read it soon, really I am. But first, 
I have Cathy Lamb’s newest book on 
my end table!

COMING EVENTS
• North Raccoon River Watershed 
Tuesday, November 20 @ 1 p.m.

• Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m. 
starting September 10 

• Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. 1st 
Tuesday of the month  

• Book Club  7 p.m. 4th Monday of 
the month 

• Card Class 4th Tuesday monthly 
(sign up at the library)
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Church 

This Week at 
Laurens Unit-
ed Methodist 
Church
Pastor Ed Frank

Wed., Nov. 14th:
Book Club @ 9 a.m.
Confirmation Class @ 6 p.m.
Puppet Troop practice @ 7 p.m.
Admin Council mtg @ 8:15 p.m.

Thurs., Nov. 15th:
Rachel Circle @ 9 :15 a.m. at the church 
(pack candy)
Dorcas Circle @ 2 p.m. in the Wesley Room

Fri., Nov. 16th:
Men’s Bible Study @ 7 a.m.
Bread Baking

Sat., Nov. 17th:
Laurens United Methodist Women’s Fall 
Bazaar

Sun., Nov. 18th:
Adult Sunday School @ 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School @ 9:10 a.m.
Fellowship Coffee @ 9:30 a.m.
Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Special music: Duet~ Nancy Woodin & 
Chandler Todd, Accompanist~ Connie 
Dallenbach
Laurens Area Youth Group (Jr. High) 
meeting from 6-8 p.m. here 
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service @ 7 p.m. 
here at our church

This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Wednesday: November 14, 2018
7:00 PM ~ Council Mtg.

Thursday: November 15, 2018
9:00 AM ~ Morning Circle

Sunday: November 18, 2018
26th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:15 AM ~ Adult SS 
9:30 AM ~ Coffee Fellowship
9:30 AM ~ Youth SS 
10:30 AM ~ Worship w/Communion & SS sing 
11:30 AM ~ Potluck 
6:00 PM ~ Youth Group (JH) at UMC
7:00 PM ~ Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service at 
LUMC

Tuesday: November 20, 2018
7:30 AM ~ Prayer Group

This Week at First 
Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Wednesday, Nov.14  
7:00 p.m. - Lydia Group    
 
Friday, Nov.  16
7:00 p.m. - AA

Sunday, Nov. 18
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School       
10:30 a.m. - Worship
4:00 p.m. - Service at LCC  
7:00 p.m. - Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 
at United Methodist Church      

Resurrection 
of Our Lord 
Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig 
Collison, VF

MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass as scheduled in the weekly 
bulletin
Saturday at 5:00 PM
Sunday at 10:30 AM

Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm at 
Resurrection

Office: 16 SW 2nd Street, Pocahontas

Office Phone: 712-335-3242 

Residence Phone: 712-335-8065

E-mail: colly@ncn.net

Pastoral Care: Sister Renae Hohensee, 
563-552-8666
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Extension News

Annual Pro-Ag 
Outlook and 
Management 
Meetings 
Scheduled for 
Dec. 12 in 
Sheldon and 
Storm Lake
Iowa State University (ISU) 
Extension and Outreach will host 
its annual Pro-Ag Outlook and 
Management Meetings on Dec. 
12 at Sheldon and Storm Lake.
     At each meeting, ISU 
Extension and Outreach will 
offer valuable, research-based 
information key to best-outcome 
2019 agricultural operating 
decisions. The programs are 
designed to help farmers, ag 
businesses and ag lenders plan 
ahead for the upcoming growing 
and marketing season. 
     “As the year and harvest come 
to a close, producers, ag lenders 
and suppliers are planning ahead 
for next year,” said Gary Wright, 
Farm Management Specialist with 
ISU Extension and Outreach. 
“The Pro Ag Forums provide key 

information about grain price 
outlooks, livestock prices and 
margins, global factors to watch, 
and farmland operating margins 
and trends.”
     The Pro Ag Forums will 
feature:
   • Dr. Chad Hart speaking on 
the grain market situation, global 
demand and key factors going into 
2019 to help producers market 
their grain; 
   • Dr. Alejandro Plastina 
discussing the Iowa farm 
profitability outlook, the drivers 
of liquidity and solvency changes, 
and what successful farms are 
doing different; 
   • Dr. Lee Schulz providing 
insight into the livestock 
marketing situation, including 
prices, supplies, domestic demand, 
exports, and more, as well as an 
outlook for the future. 
     There will be two forums 
held on Dec. 12. Individuals can 
choose their preferred time and 
location, and register accordingly.
   • The morning meeting will be 
hosted from 9:00 a.m. to noon 
at Northwest Iowa Community 
College Building A, Room 117 in 
Sheldon. At-the-door registration 
will begin at 8:30 a.m.
To register, call 712-957-5045. 
   • The afternoon session will be 
from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at 

the Prairie Lakes AEA in Storm 
Lake. At-the-door registration will 
begin at 1:30 p.m.
To register, call 712-732-5056. 
     Registration fee for both 
locations is $20 for those who pre-
register and $25 for at-the-door 
registrations. 
     For more information, contact 
Gary Wright at 712-223-1574 or 
gdwright@iastate.edu. 

Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.thepapernow.com

100% User 
Generated Content!

Subscribe and 
Submit TODAY!
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Practice Kindness 
to Make a 
Difference
Another day, another act of incivility, 
anger or violence. Ever-pervasive 
attitudes of self-centeredness 
and disregard for others seem to 
symbolize our times. But what if we 
could flip the script from callousness 
to kindness? That is one way to make 
a difference at the grassroots level, 
says Cheryl Clark, a human sciences 
specialist with Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach.
     If you need an extra incentive, 
Nov. 13 is World Kindness Day, 
according to the Random Acts 
of Kindness Foundation. The 
internationally recognized nonprofit 
provides free online resources to 
educators and others to encourage 
acts of kindness across the globe.
     “Simply be kind,” said Clark, 
who specializes in family life issues. 
“Remember the old adage of walking 
a mile in someone else’s shoes. This 
can help us more fully appreciate the 
unique and diverse aspects of our 
world.”
     The Center for Inclusion, 
Diversity and Equity at the 
University of Missouri suggests that 
people seek first to understand. For 
example:
   • Read a book about a different 
person, culture, country or 

experience.
   • Listen to local, regional, 
international or a different genre of 
music.
   • Explore your heritage, family 
history and personal cultural 
worldview.
   • Visit a local cultural center.
   • Interact with people from 
different backgrounds and cultures 
by becoming a language partner.
   • Challenge yourself to learn 10 
new words in another language.
     For more ideas from the center, 
visit diversity.missouri.edu.
     “Another critical component to 
kindness is how we speak to and 
about each other. Being respectful 
of self and others in our words and 
actions is living kindness,” Clark 
said.
     Clark offers the following 
techniques to build an atmosphere of 
respect:
   • Listen to others actively and 
intentionally.
   • Speak from personal experience 
and use “I” statements.
   • Withhold judgment and ask 
genuine questions for understanding.
   • Check your biases and 
assumptions.
   • Seek to understand your own 
communication and conflict style.
     “Finally, take good care of 
yourself. This may seem to be at 
odds with ‘making the world a 
better place.’ However, we must 
care for ourselves in order to have 
the stamina, energy and desire to 

live kindness. Get enough sleep, eat 
well, exercise, connect with friends 
or family, and engage in spiritual 
practices,” Clark said.
     “If you find yourself overwhelmed 
with the negativity, seek professional 
help. A counselor can help you in 
a trusting, non-judgmental setting. 
Call Iowa Concern at 800-447-1985 
for help,” Clark said.
     ISU Extension and Outreach’s 
Iowa Concern hotline provides 
access to stress counselors and an 
attorney for legal education, as well 
as information and referral services 
for a wide variety of topics. With 
a toll-free phone number, live chat 
capabilities and a website, Iowa 
Concern services are available 24 
hours a day, seven days per week at 
no charge.
     “All About Stress: Taking Charge 
(PM1660 A)” is available for free 
download from the Extension Store. 
The publication offers tips for coping 
with stress, managing stress and 
building resources to help.
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Yard and 
Garden: Forcing 
Paperwhite 
Narcissus
Narcissus is a popular flowering 
bulb typically grown indoors over 
the winter months. Paperwhite 
narcissus is a type of narcissus 
flowering bulb that makes for 
great home decoration during the 
holidays. Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach 
horticulturists share information 
on paperwhite narcissus to help 
brighten homes this winter. 
To have additional questions 
answered, contact Hortline at 
515-294-3108 or at hortline@
iastate.edu.
     How do I force paperwhite 
narcissus? Paperwhite narcissus 
bulbs can be forced in clear, 
shallow bowls (no drainage holes) 
or pots.  
     When forcing paperwhite 
narcissus in bowls, partially fill 
the container with washed gravel 
or stones. Place the bulbs on 
the gravel or stones. Then place 
additional gravel or stones around 
the bulbs, leaving the tips (noses) 
of the bulbs exposed. Add water 
to the bowl until it touches the 
bottoms of the bulbs. Maintain 

the water at this level throughout 
the forcing period.  
     When forcing paperwhites in 
pots, partially fill the container 
with potting soil. Place the bulbs 
on the soil surface. Then add 
additional potting soil. When 
potted, the tips of the bulbs 
should stick above the potting 
soil. For ease of watering, the 
level of the potting mix should 
be .5 to 1 inch below the rim of 
the container. Water the potting 
soil thoroughly. Keep the potting 
soil moist throughout the forcing 
period.  
     Place the planted bulbs 
in a cool (50 to 55 degrees 
Fahrenheit), dark location for 
one to two weeks to encourage 
root growth. When the shoots 
reach a height of 3 inches, move 
the plants to a sunny window 
with a temperature of 60 to 70 F. 
As the plants continue to grow, 
staking is often necessary as the 
plants tend to be rather floppy. 
Flowering typically occurs three to 
six weeks after potting. When the 
paperwhites begin to flower, move 
the plants from direct sunlight to 
prolong their bloom period.  
     What are some paperwhite 
narcissus varieties? Paperwhite 
narcissus cultivars include ‘Ariel’ 
(white flowers, mild fragrance), 
‘Bethlehem’ (creamy white 
petals, yellow cup, mild musky 

fragrance), ‘Chinese Sacred Lily’ 
(white petals, yellow cup, citrus-
like fragrance), ‘Galilee’ (pure 
white flowers, moderate musky 
fragrance), ‘Grand Soleil d’Or’ 
(yellow petals, orange cup, sweet 
fruity fragrance), ‘Inbal’ (white 
flowers, mild pleasant fragrance), 
‘Wintersun’ (white petals, yellow 
cup, sweet fragrance), and ‘Ziva’ 
(pure white flowers, strong musky 
fragrance).  
     What should I do with 
paperwhite narcissus bulbs after 
they have been forced indoors? 
Paperwhite narcissus bulbs should 
be discarded after flowering. 
Paperwhites cannot be successfully 
forced again and are not winter 
hardy outdoors.
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City Council Minutes

November 5th, 2018 
The Laurens City Council met in regular session in the basement north room of the Municipal Building at 

5:00 p.m. on Monday, November 5th, 2018.  Mayor Rod Johnson called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  Present 
were Council members, Jean Swanson, Aaron Christenson, Rich Newgard, John Jamison, Julie Potter, City Manager 
Hilary Reed, City Clerk Joan Hoben, City Attorney Ann Beneke, and Police Chief Tom Shaw.   

Jamison moved to approve the consent agenda with the minutes from the October 15th, 2018 meeting, and 
the list of claims.  Christenson seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.   
  

CLAIMS    11-5-18 
  ACCO CHEMICALS           548.80  

AIRGAS NORTH CENTRAL MEDICAL SUPPLIES           315.05  

ALLIANT ENERGY MONTHLY GAS           133.33  

FEDELITY SECURITY LIFE NOVEMBER EYE CARE           166.93  

BARCO MUNICIPAL PRODUCTS TRUCK SIGNS           203.20  

BOMGAARS CLOTHING ALLOWANCE           432.53  

BROWN SUPPLY CO SNOW BLADES, BUMPER GUARDS        1,185.00  
COUNSEL CONTRACT INVOICE             30.85  
DEL'S GARDEN CENTER TREES        1,504.00  
DELTA DENTAL NOV. DENTAL INSURANCE           839.60  

ECHO GROUP 2 ALUM LIGHT POLES 
           
2,844.50  

ELEVATOR MAINTENANCE SAFETY INSPECTION           400.00  
EMERGENCY MED PRODUCTS MEDICAL SUPPLIES             10.76  
GENERAL TRAFFIC CONTROLS TRAFFIC SIGNAL EQUIP        1,718.70  
HALLETT MATERIALS COLD MIX           183.15  
HILARY REED MILEAGE/MEALS             63.82  
ICMA RETIREMENT 457           400.00  
IRS FED/FICA TAX        5,682.30  
IOWA ONE CALL LOCATES             26.10  
IPERS  IPERS        5,183.54  
IPERS/PD PROTECTED IPERS        1,890.31  
JAMES LITWILLER CLOTHING ALLOWANCE / MILEAGE           143.95  
JCL SOLUTIONS ROLL TOWELS             69.83  
JULIAN JOHNSEN RENTAL REIMBURSEMENT            225.51  
LMPC PHONES           417.66  
LMU UTILITIES        6,070.42  
LAURENS PLUMBING SUPPLIES           204.11  
MENARDS CARPET AT DOOR             79.99  
NORTH LAKE TRUCK REPAIR GARBAGE TRUCK REPAIRS           871.80  
NORTHERN LIGHTS FOOD 
SERVICE POOL CONCESSIONS        1,152.85  
PETTY CASH POSTAGE           193.69  
POCAHONTAS CO TREASURER TAXES           167.10  
PC COUNTY RECORDER MORTGAGE AMENDMENTS             26.00  
PRIME BENEFITS GROUP SPLIT INSURANCE        1,378.75  
PRO COOPERATIVE 3 SCRAP TIRES             12.00  
RB LUMBER VINYL SIDING STRAIGHT HOUSE           155.88  
SANTANDER LEASING LLC PUMPER PAYMENT        1,461.34  
SHAMROCK RECYCLING INC OCT CURBSIDE RECYCLING        1,879.10  
SIPEKER AUTO REPAIR 360 FIRE TRUCK MAINT.           375.88  
STAPLES TONERS           223.05  
TREASURER STATE OF IA OCT WATER EXCISE TAX        4,886.00  
US BANK TRAINING           227.32  
USPS UTILITY BILLING           521.24  
VERIZON WIRELESS PHONE FEES             91.47  
WELLMARK NOV. MONTHLY INSURANCE        9,034.38  

 
TOTAL      53,631.79  
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PAYROLL 10/22/2018 
 001 GENERAL        3,821.83  

210 ROAD USE TAX        1,373.12  
600 WATER        2,185.95  
610 SEWER        1,910.98  
670 GARBAGE        2,697.21  

 
TOTAL      11,989.09  

PAYROLL 11/1/2018 
 001 GENERAL        5,519.50  

 
PAYROLL TOTAL      17,508.59  

 
PAID TOTAL      71,140.38  

BY FUND 
  001 GENERAL         

24,593.75  

110 ROAD USE TAX            
9,391.63  

112 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS            
6,144.62  

176 HOMETOWN PRIDE COMMITTEE           844.15  
321 OWNER OCCUPIED HOUSING             26.00  
600 WATER      12,554.76  
610 SEWER        7,411.09  
670 GARBAGE      10,174.38  

 
TOTAL BY FUND      71,140.38  

   
REVENUES GENERAL 

     
147,832.64  

 
POLICE SPECIAL 

                     
4.00  

 ROAD USE TAX      11,276.03  

 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS      57,054.86  

 EMERGENCY LEVY        3,475.75  

 LOCAL OPTION        8,418.07  

 TAX INCREMENT FINANCING       37,887.06  

 CEMETERY RESTRICTED           785.00  

 
POOL RESTRICTED           200.00  

 
DEBT SERVICE      64,348.67  

 
CAPITAL EQUIPMENT        6,338.22  

 
OWNER OCCUPIED HOUSING      55,177.00  

 
PERPETUAL CARE           160.00  

 
WATER      44,321.81  

 
SEWER      30,352.66  

 
GARBAGE      22,038.23  

 
STORM WATER        3,089.50  

  
   492,759.50  

 
The city council discussed the Community Catalyst Building Remediation Program/Grant through the Iowa 

Economic Development Authority that businesses in Laurens are eligible for.  This grant assists communities with 
the redevelopment, rehabilitation, or deconstruction of buildings to stimulate economic growth or reinvestment in 
the community.  The maximum grant is $100,000.  The city must be the applicant of the grant, and either the 
business or city must some how provide financial or in kind resources such as building permits, TIF funds, tax 
abatements, etc.   

Potter moved to approve Resolution 19-18 Unpaid Nuisance charges as amended.  Jamison seconded.  Roll 
call vote: Ayes: Jamison, Potter, Newgard, Christenson, Swanson.  Nays: None.  Motion carried.   

Jamie Whitney, reporter with The Laurens Sun, informed the council and city staff that this would be his 
last meeting.  The City of Laurens would like to thank Jamie for his diligence in reporting for not only the council 
but also his wonderful reporting for the whole community; Jamie was truly an asset.  The City of Laurens would 
also like to wish him the best of luck on his future endeavors!   

Potter moved to adjourn at 5:29 p.m.  Swanson seconded.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
 

 
________________________________________  _________________________________________ 
Rod Johnson, Mayor     Hilary Reed, City Clerk 

City Council Minutes


