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October PBIS Winners
Many L-M students were caught in the right place, doing the right thing during the month of October. They were recently 
recognized and their nominations are below.
     Sitting in the back starting on the left: Kennedy Tate: for demonstrating the "Charger Bolt Beliefs" while we were 
attending "A Conversation with Dr. Condoleezza Rice" at Buena Vista University. Michelle Anderson: for helping with 
the Fireman's Pancake Breakfast on Sunday.  Without their help, it would not have been a success. (Marathon Fire Dept. 
nomination). Brooke Bouska: for demonstrating the "Charger Bolt Beliefs" while we were attending "A Conversation 
with Dr. Condoleezza Rice" at Buena Vista University. Jadelyn Richardson: for demonstrating the "Charger Bolt Beliefs" 
while we were attending "A Conversation with Dr. Condoleezza Rice" at Buena Vista University. Jordan Saunders: for 
demonstrating the “Charger Bolt Beliefs” while we were attending “A Conversation with Dr. Condoleezza Rice” at Buena 
Vista University. Jade Mielke: for demonstrating the "Charger Bolt Beliefs" while we were attending "A Conversation with 
Dr. Condoleezza Rice" at Buena Vista University. Tyler Vickery: He gave one of his friends the word that they wanted to 
write about because that friend was upset that there was no words left. 
     Standing in back starting on the left: Jordan Gunnarson: for helping with the Fireman's Pancake Breakfast on Sunday.  
Without their help, it would not have been a success. (Marathon Fire Dept. nomination). Wyatt Lawman: for staying late at 
the Homecoming BBQ to help clean up. Greg Bergen: for staying late at the Homecoming BBQ to help clean up.
Front row starting on the left: Samantha Beyer: for staying on task while others are disruptive. Alyssa Klatt: for helping 
with the Fireman's Pancake Breakfast on Sunday.  Without their help, it would not have been a success. (Marathon Fire 
Dept. nomination). Chandler Todd: 
for demonstrating the "Charger Bolt 
Beliefs" while we were attending "A 
Conversation with Dr. Condoleezza 
Rice" at Buena Vista University. 
Cody Hapes: for demonstrating the 
"Charger Bolt Beliefs" while we were 
attending "A Conversation with 
Dr. Condoleezza Rice" at Buena 
Vista University. Celsey Hapes: for 
demonstrating the "Charger Bolt 
Beliefs" while we were attending "A 
Conversation with Dr. Condoleezza 
Rice" at Buena Vista University. 
Austin Stethem: for staying late at the 
Homecoming BBQ to help clean up.
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Christmas Open House
Silpada Designs & Scentsy
Wednesday, December 4   

from 4-7 p.m.
(Snow Date: Dec. 6)

New Silpada 
Holiday Catalog

Scentsy cash & carry
Something for everyone 

on your list!
Refreshments & Door Prizes

Cindy Dubbert - 45640 150th Ave. 
Laurens

Holiday Gift 
Wrapping Booth
Sunday, December 8, 2013
West Iowa Bank Community 

Room
1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Love buying gifts, but hate wrapping them? Let 
us help! Bring your gifts and we’ll do the rest! 

Free will donation will be collected for the 
2015 Middle School Trip to Washington, D.C. 

NCIBA Middle 
School Honor 
Band 
Mackenzie Brown (tuba) and 
Ellie Boeve (alto saxophone) 
recently represented the 
Laurens-Marathon band 
department at the North 
Central Iowa Bandmasters 
Honor Band held in 
Humboldt on Saturday, 
November 16th.  Both were 
nominated and selected 
from hundreds of local 
musicians.  They spent a full 
day auditioning, rehearsing 
and performing and did our 
school very proud!
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Help Needed For 
Typhoon Haiyan 
Victims
By: Flor Johnsen
 
Sitting back, watching and reading the 
news about typhoon Haiyan’s victims 
in the Philippines left me speechless 
and numb, crying and praying, until 
one day the phone rang. “How's your 
family in the Philippines?  Are they 
safe? We’ve been thinking about you!"  
     From that phone call on, the 
phone continued to ring, day and 
night, showing concern to my family.   
I'm glad that I have many friends 
here in America, especially in small 
communities that are concerned about 
me, my family, and my country.  Such 
phone calls woke me up and I thought: 
“I must do something!”
     Certainly, we cannot deny or turn 
away from what's happening in the 
world, especially in Asia.  Typhoon 
Haiyan, the worst storm disaster on 
planet earth that struck the Philippine 
island, awakened the whole world. It 
saddened me what happened to my 
native land, the Philippines, especially 
the Visayan Island.
     Typhoon Haiyan, the strongest 
typhoon ever recorded in Philippine 
history, devastated many towns in 
Visayan Island, especially Tacloban 
City, which was once one of the most 
beautiful, progressive cities of the 
country, but now is a ghost town. 
Many neighboring communities of 
Tacloban City suffered damages and 
casualties also.  In the midst of this 
tragedy, many countries, especially the 
United States of America, responded 

Local News

generously.   Filipinos are thankful 
for the immediate aid from different 
countries.  These gracious gestures 
keep the Filipino Spirit alive.
     As a Filipino-American citizen, 
although my family in Luzon was 
safe, my thoughts and prayers are for 
my fellow Filipinos in Visayan island. 
Many of my fellow Bicolanos in Luzon 
Island organized relief operations and 
traveled to Tacloban and other nearby 
towns devastated by the typhoon.  
     Some of my friends, which live in 
USA and other parts of the world, are 
thankful that their families/relatives 
are safe. However, many of their 
relatives experienced heavy property 
damage, and a few of my friends do 
not yet know if their families are alive 
or injured.  We continue to pray for 
them.
     In spite of my other projects in 
Reach for the Stars of collecting books 
and sending them to Filipino children,  
I thought of doing some fundraising 
and appealing to people in the area 
for help for the typhoon victims.  I've 
been giving some presentations and 
singing in some churches and they 
are very generous to help for the 
Philippine relief.
     I was informed by a reliable source 
from the Philippines, who is also 
giving relief, that there are special 
needs that we can send to the victims. 
Some of the special and immediate 
needs are: medical kits, bar soaps, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, canned 
goods, noodles, linen. We have people 
that donated clothes. We can use 
children’s clothes.   
     Because of our location here 
in Pocahontas County, there is no 
nearby shipping company that will 
send our boxes of donated items 
for free.   Reach for the Stars will 

utilize our shipment carrier in 
Chicago to transport any donated 
items.  Monetary donations are 
also appreciated.  We now have a 
few hundred dollars in allocated 
“Philippine Relief " donations that 
will be utilized to purchase “tsinelas” 
or flip-flop sandals and other needed 
items and supplies that those people 
might need.
     We shipped boxes of clothes 
recently to the typhoon's victims. 
Shipment of the boxes of donated 
items will take 4 weeks to arrive.
     I am scheduled to go to the 
Philippines in January, 2014 to 
inspect, supervise, and work in the 
field where all RFTS “Reach for the 
Stars” projects are centered.  First, I 
will visit Visayan Island.  By the time 
these donated items arrive, RFTS team 
will help me distribute it personally 
to the typhoon victims.  We will give 
the donations to those who need help 
most.  
     We all know that it will take time 
for the Filipinos to recover from 
this calamity, but with all the help, 
support, and prayers from all over the 
world: government, organizations, and 
private citizens, the Filipino people 
will get their strength back to get up 
and live normal and productive lives 
again. 
      I am appealing to all, please be 
generous to help my fellow Filipinos.  
Your donations can be sent to “Reach 
for the Stars Foundation" in care of: 
Flor Johnsen, 518 Bissell Street, 
Laurens, Iowa, 50554. Phone: (712) 
841-4911 
Email address: fjmusic@hotmail.com.  
 
Please contact me if you have any 
questions.
 Thank you and God bless us all!
Flor Johnsen 
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One van load was loaded up on November 18th and headed to 
Chicago. 

Rachell Zarzoso Deling, Flor Johnsen’s niece helped in folding 
clothes and packing them, too. (We had a van load of clothes 

donated and more are coming, just need some money for 
shipment.)

Diana Johnsen, daughter of Flor and Harlan Johnson, had 
a day off from work at KCAU so she came down and helped 

us in packing the clothes.
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Happy 90th Birthday!
Bertram Tjebben, recently of Laurens, Iowa will be celebrating his 
90th Birthday on Friday, November 29th.  Cards can be sent to Bert 
at Circle Drive Manor  56733 State Hwy 56,  West Concord, MN 
55985. Please help us wish him a very Happy 90th Birthday 

Local Author Eric 
Price Premieres His 
e-Book at Laurens 
Public Library
Local author Eric Price was at the Laurens 
Public Library for the premiere of his 
e-book, “Unveiling the Wizards’ Shroud.”  
He talked about the process of writing, 
submitting his book to a publisher, the 
editing and the cover design processes. He 
read a brief excerpt from his book, then 
answered questions from the audience. 
Eric had copies of his book cover that he 
autographed and vouchers for his book.
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New December 15Th FSA Deadline 
By: Paul Berte, County Executive Director

Producers who file accurate and timely reports for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage can prevent the potential loss of Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) program benefits. Please pay close attention to the acreage reporting dates below, as some dates have changed for 
2014. 
     In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit the Pocahontas County FSA 
office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.
     The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Pocahontas County:
    December 15, 2013: Perennial Forage and Fall-Seeded Small Grains
July 15, 2014: All other crops
     Please note in years past perennial forage acreage certification was not required until June 30th. Beginning with program year 2014, 
any perennial forage currently seeded MUST BE REPORTED BY DECEMBER 15, 2013, to avoid a late certification fee assessment!!
     The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:
   • If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 15 calendar 
days after planting is completed.
   • If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 30 
calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.
   • If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or “seed,” then the 
acreage must be reported by July 15th.
     For questions regarding crop certification, please contact the Pocahontas County FSA office at: (712) 335-3596.

Nativity Scenes Celebration
Do you have a nativity scene you would like to share? Bethany Lutheran congregation 
of Bethany Lutheran Church in Laurens, Iowa is sponsoring, for the first time, a new 
community Christmas activity called "Nativity Scenes Celebration."
     Set up for this activity will start Monday, December 9th and continue through 
Thursday, December 12th when nativity scenes may be brought in any day or time 
between 9 a.m. and 7 p.m. Bring your scene to Bethany Lutheran, sign-in and take a 
number. Set-up your scene on a shelf in the library or on a table if you have a larger 
one. Place your number by your scene for identification. A table cloth or some type of 
covering is recommended if needed. Outdoor scenes are welcome. Let Pastor Jerry know 
so a spot may be found for you outside.
     All nativity scenes are open for viewing every Friday, Saturday and Sunday 10 a.m.-
7 p.m. beginning Friday, December 13th through Sunday, January 5, 2014. For safety, 
the doors of the church will be locked each night during this activity at 9pm. Host or 
Hostess 2-3 hour segments are needed. Free will donation. Will close in bad weather. 

Bethany Lutheran will not be responsible for any damage or loss. Tear down will be Monday, January 6th or Tuesday, January 7th
     The "Nativity Scenes Celebration" is being held to celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. Since His birth, many nativity 
scenes have been made to honor Him. The idea to open this activity up to the community came from Bethany members who 
participated in this activity within the congregation these last two years. As members were traveling around, they saw other nativity 
scenes of various styles, shapes and from other countries. We hope these scenes and others will be brought, displayed and shared for all 
to see the many ways our Savior’s birth has been shown. If you have questions, call the church (712-841-2181), Pastor Jerry (712-
841-2532 or send an email to bethanynalc@laurens-ia.com.
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Announcements 

60th 
Anniversary 
Card Shower!
Larry and Lois White will 
celebrate their 60th wedding 
anniversary on Thursday, 
November 28th!
     Please join us in 
celebrating with a card 
shower, send your blessings 
and wishes to: Larry & 
Lois White, 208 S. 4th St., 
Laurens, Iowa 50554.

 

Meet & Greet 
Democrat Candidates

   
Daryl Beall, Ia. Senator Dist. 5
  Jim Mowrer for Congress 

Representative for Bruce Braley
Local  Democrat Officials

 
Paid for by the Pocahontas 

Democrat Party

T  [ÉÄ|wtç bÑxÇ [Éâáx 
Nov. 7, 2013, 2 – 4 PM

Hosted by Lois & Karl Jirgens 
501 E. Section Line Rd., Laurens

Thank You!
Thanks to Town & Country Floral 
for the cute snowman plates that I 
won as a door prize at your Holiday 
Open House.
 
Thanks Again,
Angie Zeman

Local & School 
Calendar
Nov. 28 - Happy Thanksgiving.

Nov. 29 - No school-Thanksgiving 
vacation.

Dec. 2 - Laurens City Council will 
meet at 5:00 p.m. at City Hall; 
Curbside Recycling-be sure to have 
your recyclables to the curb early.

Dec. 3 - JH Basketball with Newell/
Fonda at 4:00 p.m.-girls 7th & 8th 
in Laurens and boys 7th & 8th in 
Newell.

Dec. 4 - Professional Development 
from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m.-Classes start 
at 10:20 a.m.; No breakfast served; 
Technology Advisory meeting from 
4:00 to 5:30 p.m.

Dec. 5 - Wrestling with PAC & 
Storm Lake at Laurens at 6:00 p.m., 
JV & V; JH Boys Basketball with 
West Bend/Mallard at Gilmore City 
at 4:00 p.m., 7th & 8th; State Drill 
Team Competition in Des Moines.
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At the Library & Advertising

     
Farm Bureau agent 

I know health insurance.

Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Iowa is an Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. H2C‐ML‐1 (4‐12) FB‐14‐P‐10

{ You should feel better already! }{ You should feel better already! }{ You should feel better already! }{ You should feel better already! }

Jesse Newgard

100 East Elm Ave.
Pocahontas, IA 50574

712-335-4818

At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
November 27, 2013 

Happy Thanksgiving! I love this time of year because I like the reminder that we have so much to be thankful for! Here are 
a few of mine. I’m thankful for a staff that is smart, accommodating, and fun to work with. I’m thankful for a supportive 
Library Board who helps make all the hard decisions. I’m thankful for the Library boosters in City & County government 
who value local libraries and give us as much financial support as they can. I’m thankful for the Library Foundation that, 
with your donations, buys the fun stuff that’s not in our regular budget. I’m thankful for library patrons who check out lots 
of stuff (and return it on time!), make sure we don’t miss the good books or come to our programs. I’m thankful that I have 
a fun job that I love! But, that being said, I’m thankful for the 4 days off in a row we get this weekend! Hope you’ve got 
enough books and movies checked out to get you through!
     Our “Writers Free for All” group has been working on their memoirs. This month we shared Thanksgiving stories or 
memories. We decided to take the month of December off, but return the 3rd Monday in January and share our Christmas 
letters!
     New nonfiction includes: I am Malala by Malala Yousafazai and The Kennedy Half Century by Larry Sabato. In fiction we 
received: First Phone Call from Heaven by Mitch Albom, King and Maxwell by David Baldacci, Dust by Patricia Cornwell, 
Christmas Hope by Anne Perry, Quiet Dell by Jayne Ann Phillips, White Fire by Douglas Preston, Stella Bain by Anita Shreve 
(CD Book too!) and Ghost Medicine by Aimee Thurlo. New DVDs include Turbo, Man of Steel and Grown Ups 2.
     The Book Club will be reading Fannie Flagg’s “Redbird Christmas.” To go with this, we will be decorating a tree at 
Festival of Trees with - you guessed it - red birds! Look for it and a couple other entries from the Library as you stroll 
through the festive display at the Methodist Church this year! Grab a copy of “Redbird Christmas” to get you in the Holiday 
Spirit, then join the discussion on Monday, December 23rd at 7 p.m.    

COMING ATTRACTIONS
November 28-30 The Library will be CLOSED for Thanksgiving 

December 2 at 10 a.m. Tot Time
December 3 at 10 a.m. Play Group
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OLSON-BIERI-CHRISTENSEN
D.D.S., P.C.

Linda Olson Bieri, D.D.S.
Steven Christensen, D.D.S.

P.O. Box 124•111 west main•Laurens, IA 50554
(712) 841-4930•fax (712) 841-4720•toll free (877) 849-1756

Satellite office
p.o. box 509•1724 hill ave•suite 100•spirit lake, ia 51360

(712) 336-9111
www.bieri-christensen-dds.com

Kristy Mather, C.P.A.
15204 450th St.

Laurens, IA 50554
Business Phone: (712) 845-2311

Fax: (712) 845-2311
E-mail: bottomln@ncn.net

The Bottom Line
Tax & Accounting Services

•INTERNET ACCESS
•NON-SMOKING
•AIR CONDITIONED
•CABLE TV
•MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED

Lodge Inn Laurens
“Your Home Away From Home”

Reservations
Jayne Woodin   712.450.2411 www.lodgeinnlaurens.com

Jolliffe & Co.
Professional Tax & 

Accounting Services

101 South Third St.
P.O. Box 126
Laurens, IA 50554
Phone: (712) 841-2671
Fax: (712) 841-2673

1207 Hwy. 59 North
P.O. Box 438

Cherokee, IA 51012
Phone: (712) 225-6403

Fax: (712) 225-6404

Check Out this Week’s Ad 
by Clicking the Link Below!

Weekly Ad

Laurens, IA

Phone: (712) 841-4513
Store Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

http://adimages.nashfinch.com/storead.php?store=LAU
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Church 

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Wed., Nov. 27th  
NO Confirmation Class
NO Hands of Hope Puppet Troop
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service @ 7 p.m. 
at New Hope Baptist Church
 
Thurs., Nov. 28th  
Happy Thanksgiving! - Offices closed

Fri., Nov. 29th    
NO Men’s Bible Study  
Church office closed

Sat., Nov. 30th    
Breakfast in Bethlehem - 9a.m.-10:30 a.m.
Hanging of the Greens following Breakfast 
in Bethlehem presentation

Sun.,Dec. 1st      
Sunday School @ 9:10 a.m.
Fellowship Coffee @ 9:30 a.m.
Worship @ 10:30 am w/ Communion
Festival of Trees set up 3-7 p.m.
Laurens Youth Group (high school) meet 
from 6-8 p.m. at Bethany Lutheran
Cantata practice @ 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, November 27, 2013
7 PM ~ Laurens Ecumenical Thanksgiving 
Worship Service at the New Hope Baptist

Thursday, November 28, 2013
Thanksgiving Day

Sunday, December 1, 2013
Second Sunday of Advent  
9 AM ~ Confirmation Class
9 AM ~ SS & Christmas Practice
9:15 AM ~ Coffee Fellowship
9:30 AM ~ Adult SS
10:30 AM ~ Worship w/Communion
11:30 AM ~ Soup/Salad/Desserts & 
decorate the church
3 PM ~ SS students meet at Bethany to 
decorate festival tree
6-8 PM ~ Laurens Area Youth Group (High 
School) at Bethany Lutheran Church

Tuesday, December 3, 2013
10-11 AM ~ Coffee/Refreshments w/Pastor
5 PM ~ Worship & Music Mtg.
7 PM ~ Hand Bell Rehearsal 

Wednesday, December 4, 2013
7 PM ~ Advent Worship in Fellowship Hall

 

Worship, Love, Accept~Together 
in Christ’s Name

Sacred Heart 
Church Laurens
Pastor ~ Fr. John J. Gerald 
Weekday Mass : Friday, 8:30 AM
Weekend Mass: Sunday 10:30 AM 
(November - February)

Cluster Parishes
St. Joseph Catholic Church, Sioux Rapids
Weekday Mass: (Mon. & Wed.) 8 AM 
Weekend Mass: Sunday 8:30 AM 

St. Louis Catholic Church, Royal
Weekday Mass: (Tues. & Thurs.) 8 AM
Weekend Mass: Saturday 5:30 PM

The Paper
Published weekly by

My Laurens, Inc.
112 Walnut St.

Laurens, IA 50554
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(712) 841-2684
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materials, and our websites, are provided solely for 
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are protected by applicable copyright, trademark, and 
intellectual property laws.  You may download, print or 
transmit The Paper for your personal, non-commercial 

use.  Any commercial use of copyrighted materials 
requires prior authorization from My Laurens, Inc.  

Unless explicitly authorized by My Laurens, Inc., you 
may not modify copy, create derivative works, 

reproduce, republish, transmit, sell, or distribute in any 
manner or medium (including by email or other 

electronic means) any material from The Paper or our 
websites for commercial purposes.  You may not use 
The Paper or materials available on our websites, in a 

manner that constitutes an infringement of our 
intellectual property rights/copyrights or that has not 

been authorized by My Laurens, Inc.
For information about requesting permission to 

reproduce or distribute materials from The Paper, please 
contact My Laurens, Inc. at (712) 841-2684 

or publisher@mylaurens.com.

This Week at First 
Christian Church 
Wednesday, Nov. 27    
7:00 p.m. - Community Thanksgiving 
Service at New Hope Baptist Church

Sunday, Dec. 1   
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. - Worship  
10:30 a.m. - Children’s Church
11:30 a.m. - Annual Congregational 
Meeting and Potluck Dinner
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Extension News

Pest Control 
Operators Course 
Offered Dec. 4
Pocahontas County will host a Pest 
Control Operators Continuing 
Instructional Course (CIC) for 
commercial pesticide applicators 
Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2013. The 
program will be shown at locations 
across Iowa through the Iowa 
State University Extension and 
Outreach Pest Management and the 
Environment (PME) program.
     Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. 
followed by sessions from 9 to 11:30 
a.m. The registration fee is $60 on or 
before November 27 and $70 after 
November 27. To register, contact 
Dianne Dirks at the ISU Extension 
and Outreach office in Pocahontas 
County by phoning 712-335-3103 
or email dianned@iastate.edu .
     The 2013 course will provide 
continuing instructional credit for 
commercial pesticide applicators 
certified in categories 7A, 7B, 8 and 
10. The course will cover topics such 
as bed bug and termite treatment 
options, rodent control, ant baiting, 
safe wildlife management, and Iowa 
pesticide laws and regulations.
     Additional information and 
registration forms for this and other 
courses offered through the PME 
Program can be accessed at www.
extension.iastate.edu/PME

4-H Awards Matinee
4-H’ers and special guests were honored at the annual Pocahontas County 
4-H Awards Program held on Sunday, November 10 at the Rialto Theatre in 
Pocahontas.  The Distinguished Service Award was given to Dewey Flaherty of 
Pocahontas.  Dewey plays a key role in our community helping our organization 
throughout the year.  The Aperture Robotics Club was also honored with 
their State Fair achievements and the Sharp Shooters Club with their State 
Shooting Match achievements.  Over 150 youth in grades 4-12 belong to 4-H 
in Pocahontas County and we would like to honor each and every one for their 
efforts throughout the year.  They truly try to “Make the Best Better”!  If you 
would like to be a part of the Pocahontas County 4-H Program enrollments 
are being accepted at this time for the upcoming 4-H year.  Please contact the 
Pocahontas County ISU Extension and Outreach Office at 712-335-3103 or 
email lzeman@iastate.edu. 

Terry Janssen, Region 6 Extension Director presents the Distinguished Service Award to 
Dewey Flaherty.
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Extension News

4-H Master Food Volunteer 2nd 
Annual Thanksgiving Food Science 
Workshop
Fourteen 4-H'ers gathered at the PAC Family and Consumer 
Science room to prepare a traditional Thanksgiving dinner and 
serve a guest of their choice.  With the guidance of Master Food 
Volunteers Heather Hull and Kristy Hess, 4-H'ers prepared 
turkey, garlic mashed potatoes, gravy, dill carrots, glazed 
carrots, green bean casserole,  kid friendly cranberry salad, and 
pumpkin whoopie pies.  The 4-H'ers learned how to measure 
dry ingredients, wet ingredients, basic kitchen safety, and how 
to work on a schedule to get all food prepared to serve at the 
correct time.  
     To find out about other youth activities in Pocahontas 
County, contact the Pocahontas County ISU Extension and 
Outreach Office at 712-335-3103.

Erin Brinkman and Gary Meir prepare the pumpkin whoopie 
pies for baking.

4-H'ers and their guest enjoy Thanksgiving meal.Deanne Ekstrand and Madeline Nelson mixing and 
measuring as Kara Brinkman washes dishes in the 

background.
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Extension News

Contribute to a 
Research Study on 
Rural Aging
If you are age 65 years or older 
and live in Calhoun, Pocahontas, 
or Sac County, you are invited 
to participate in an Iowa State 
University study that will examine 
factors that relate to the well-being of 
rural older adults. Your participation 
will better help us understand the 
lives and needs of older adults in 
rural Iowa. Participants will be 
interviewed by telephone, and 
will receive $10 compensation for 
participating. If you are interested 
in learning more, please contact 
Jenna Burns at 651-341-4624 or by 
email at jkilawee@ksu.edu. We look 
forward to hearing from you!

Pocahontas 
County Wellness 
Opportunity
Pocahontas County has formed a 
wellness coalition and are asking 
individuals/businesses to attend a 
1 hr. session to learn more about 
the “10 Week Challenge” available 
to help our county become more 
aware of life style changes. The 
session is scheduled for Thursday, 
December 12 at 2pm. at Pocahontas 
Community Hospital Conference 
Room. 

Handling Stress 
and Family 
Obligations 
All the holiday parties and festivities 
can make this a stressful time for 
anyone. Nathaniel Wade, an assistant 
professor of psychology and director 
of Network Community Counseling 
Services at Iowa State University, 
recommends budgeting your time 
like you budget your money for 
holiday gifts. Limit activities or avoid 
cramming several family events into 
a short time frame so that you enjoy 
the time spent at each one. 
The stress from all the hustle and 
bustle aside, Wade said the holidays 
are generally a cheerful time, but 
not for everyone. “There are people 
who have lost loved ones and grief is 
difficult during holidays,” Wade said. 
“There are other people who have 
to be around family and their family 
may be a significant source of stress 
instead of a source of support.”
     Wade says working with a 
therapist, or on your own, to 
develop a strategy for dealing with 
those painful memories or family 
confrontations can be helpful. Simply 
understanding that the holidays can 
trigger feelings or stir up issues will 
prevent people from being caught off 
guard by their emotions.

2014 Garden 
Calendar is the 
Wonder of Trees
The 2014 Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach garden 
calendar celebrates the wonderful 
gifts that trees provide for other 
living things. In addition to striking 
photos, find monthly garden tips, 
tree-planting instructions, Iowa's 
state forests, vignettes of historical 
trees and quotes that trees inspired.
     The 2014 garden calendar can be 
purchased at the Extension Online 
Store https://store.extension.iastate.
edu/.
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Extension News

Yard and Garden: 
Prevent Winter 
Injury to Trees 
and Shrubs
Giving trees and shrubs some extra 
attention in the fall will help them 
over-winter and start spring in peak 
condition. Horticulturists with 
Iowa State University Extension and 
Outreach explain certain practices 
homeowners can use to significantly 
reduce winter damage to trees and 
shrubs. To have additional questions 
answered, contact the Hortline at 
515-294-3108 or hortline@iastate.
edu.
     How do I prevent desiccation 
injury to my yews and boxwoods? 
Narrow and broadleaf evergreens lose 
considerable amounts of moisture 
through their leaves or needles, 
buds and stems during the winter 
months. The loss of water is mainly 
due to strong winds and sun. Once 
the ground freezes, however, plant 
roots are no longer able to absorb 
water. Plant foliage that loses a large 
amount of moisture may eventually 
dry out, turn brown and die. The 
damage to the needles/foliage is 
referred to as desiccation injury or 
winter burn. While desiccation injury 
occurs during the winter months, 
damaged needles/foliage often retain 
their green color until late winter or 
early spring.  
     To prevent desiccation injury, 
deeply water susceptible narrow and 
broadleaf evergreens in fall if the 

soil is dry. Continue watering on a 
regular basis until the ground freezes 
in winter. Watering is especially 
important to evergreens planted in 
the last two to three years. Moisture 
loss can be reduced by erecting a 
shield or screen to deflect drying 
winds or shade plants in winter. A 
simple screen can be constructed 
with wooden posts and burlap. 
Applications of an anti-desiccant to 
susceptible evergreens may also be 
helpful.
     How do I prevent rabbits 
from damaging trees and shrubs 
in winter? The most effective way 
to prevent rabbit damage to trees 
and shrubs in the home landscape 
is to place chicken wire fencing or 
hardware cloth around vulnerable 
plants. To adequately protect plants, 
the fencing material needs to be 
high enough that rabbits won’t be 
able to climb or reach over the fence 
after a heavy snow. In most cases, 
a fence that stands 24 to 36 inches 
tall should be sufficient. To prevent 
rabbits from crawling underneath 
the fencing, bury the bottom 2 to 3 
inches below the ground or pin the 
fencing to the soil with u-shaped 
anchor pins. Small trees can also be 
protected by placing white plastic 
tree guards around their trunks. 
Since the weather in late fall in Iowa 
is unpredictable, it’s best to have the 
protective materials in place by early 
to mid-November.
     After a heavy snow, check 
protected plants to make sure rabbits 
aren’t able to reach or climb over the 
fencing or tree guards. If necessary, 
remove some snow to keep rabbits 

from reaching the trees or shrubs. 
     How can I prevent damage 
to trees and shrubs from deicing 
salts? Homeowners can minimize 
salt damage by using deicing salts 
prudently. Before applying salt, wait 
until the precipitation has ended and 
remove as much of the ice and snow 
as possible. Use deicing salts at rates 
sufficient to loosen ice and snow 
from driveways and sidewalks, then 
remove the loosened ice and snow 
with a shovel. (Deicing salts need to 
be applied at much higher rates to 
completely melt ice and snow.) Mix 
salt with abrasive materials, such as 
sand or kitty litter. Fifty pounds of 
sand mixed with one pound of salt 
works effectively. Avoid piling salt-
laden snow and ice around trees and 
shrubs.
     While the amount of salt 
applied to major roadways cannot 
be controlled, steps can be taken to 
minimize damage. As soon as the 
ground thaws in early spring, heavily 
water areas where salt accumulates 
over winter. A thorough soaking 
should help flush the salt from the 
root zone of plants. If possible, alter 
the drainage pattern so winter run-
off drains away from ornamental 
plants.
    When planting trees near 
major streets or highways, select 
salt tolerant tree species. Bur oak, 
northern red oak, honey locust, 
northern catalpa, Kentucky coffee 
tree, horse chestnut and eastern red-
cedar are salt tolerant tree species.  
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City Council Minutes

The Laurens City Council met in regular session at the Municipal Building at 5:00 pm, November 18, 2013.  
Mayor Rod Johnson called the meeting to order.  Present were Council members Rich Newgard, Ken Kunickis, Clarence 
Siepker, Gary Heuton and Julie Potter; Police Chief Chris Toner; City Manager, Barbara Smith; Public Works Director, 
Julian Johnsen and City Attorney, Ann Beneke.   

Siepker motioned to approve the consent agenda, seconded by Newgard.   Ayes all; motion carried. 
Siepker motioned to approve the resignation of Street Superintendent, Dan Griffin; seconded by Heuton.  Ayes 

all; motion carried. 
Newgard motioned to approve the first reading of Ordinance 07-13, Laurens Residential Urban Revitalization; 

seconded by Heuton.  Roll call vote:  Ayes all.  The first reading of the Laurens Residential Urban Revitalization 
Ordinance was approved. 

After much discussion Resolution 32-13, a resolution amending the employee handbook for regular part-time 
employees died due to lack of a motion.  Newgard then motioned to approve holiday pay, vacation pay, and sick pay for 
Heath Anderson, the city’s only regular part-time employee (as permitted in the employee handbook) based on the 
average week worked in the prior year as permitted in the employee handbook; seconded by Kunickis.  Ayes all; motion 
carried. 

Heuton motioned to approve Resolution 35-13, a resolution authorizing the City Clerk to certify to the County 
Treasurer for collection of unpaid nuisance abatement charges on property owned by Chase Home Financial located at 
217 S 1st St; Kunickis seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  ayes all; motion carried 

Newgard motioned to approve Resolution 36-13, a resolution authorizing the City Clerk to certify to the County 
Treasurer for collection of unpaid nuisance abatement charges on property owned by Duane Carlson located at 534 W 
Sectionline Road; seconded by Heuton.  Roll call vote:  ayes all; motion carried.   

Claims 11‐18‐2013 

AFLAC  INSURANCE 
                 
284.58  

ALLISON PRICE 
SUMMER READING 
SEMINAR 

                   
59.49  

AMAZON  DVDS 
                   
72.27  

AMERICAN CONCRETE  MANHOLE REPAIRS 
                 
698.75  

AVESIS  INSURANCE 
                 
126.09  

BAKER & TAYLOR  BOOKS 
             
2,012.88  

BARB SMITH  MILEAGE 
                   
56.44  

BILL PIERSON EMR  ELEVATOR SAFETY 
                 
250.00  

BOJI INFORMATION SYSTEMS  IT 
                 
140.00  

BOLTON & MENK  ENGINEERING 
           
14,662.50  

BROOKS ANDERSON  SUPPLIES 
                   
11.79  

BROWN SUPPLY  SUPPIES 
                   
98.47  

CERTIFIED TESTING   TESTING 
                 
725.75  

COLLECTIONS SVC CENTER  CHILD SUPPORT 
                 
118.00  

CONNECTIONS INC  INSURANCE 
                   
32.30  

CORSON'S CEMETERY  MONUMENT REAPIRS 
             
1,000.00  

DARRELL AHLERS  MANHOLE EXPENSE 
                   
65.35  

DATA TECHNOLOGIES  LICENSING   1,958.02  

DELTA DENTAL  INSURANCE 
                 
788.53  

FIRE PROOF PUS  INSPECTION 
                 
478.50  

FIRST COOP ASSOCIATION  FUEL 
                   
14.26  

GATHLENE BELL  TRAINING 
                 
613.10  
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IRS  TAXES 
             
3,604.90  

INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE OF 
CITIES  MEMBERSHIP 

                 
500.00  

IOWA ONE CALL  LOCATES 
                   
11.75  

IA RURAL WATER  MEMBERSHIP 
                 
250.00  

IA TRUST & SAVINGS BANK  INTEREST 
             
1,012.50  

JCL SOLUTIONS  SUPPLIES 
                   
52.60  

JOHN DEERE  SUPPLIES 
                   
12.36  

LAURENS FOOD PRIDE  SUPPLIES 
                 
180.94  

LAURENS HOUSE OF PRINT  SUPPLIES 
                   
95.50  

LMPC  UTILITIES 
                   
98.00  

LMU  UTILITIES 
                 
331.75  

LAURENS PLUMBING SERVICE  MEMORY LANE 
                   
11.48  

LAURENS STATE BANK  TRUCK PAYMENT 
             
1,695.42  

LAURENS SUN  PUBLICATIONS 
                 
128.30  

NAPA AUTO PARTS  SUPPIES 
                 
223.55  

OFFICE ELEMENTS  SUPPLIES 
                 
102.83  

PHILIPS HEALTHCARE  AED TRAINING MATERIAL 
             
3,075.22  

POCAHONTAS CO SOLID WASTE  SOLID WASTE 
             
5,160.23  

PRO COOPERATIVE  FUEL 
             
2,423.38  

RB LUMBER  SUPPLIES 
                 
678.77  

RICHARDSON SERVICE  REPAIRS 
                   
69.59  

SAFE HAVEN ANIMAL SHELTER  SHELTER FEES 
                 
200.00  

SHELL FLEET PLUS  FUEL 
                 
638.36  

USA BLUE BOOK  SUPPLIES 
                   
25.23  

VERIZON WIRELESS  COMMUNICATIONS 
                 
528.12  

VISA  CONFERENCE 
                   
55.76  

WELLMARK  INSURANCE 
             
7,917.26  

WRITTEN IN STONE  MEMORY LANE 
                 
340.00  
           
53,690.87  

PAYROLL 

001  GENERAL 
             
4,017.57  

110  ROAD USE TAX 
                   
55.87  

600  WATER 
             
1,846.60  

610  SEWER 
             
2,033.25  

670  GARBAGE 
             
2,035.19  

TOTAL PAYROLL 11/12/13 
             
9,988.48  

PAID TOTAL 
           
63,679.35  
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CLAIMS BY FUND: 

001  GENERAL 
           
17,569.02  

110  ROAD USE TAX 
                 
246.40  

112  EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 
             
5,485.09  

170  CEMETERY RESTRICTEDC 
             
1,000.00  

171  SISTER CITY 
                 
500.00  

175  POCKET PARK 
                 
351.48  

176  HOMETOWN PRIDE 
                 
164.99  

200  DEBT SERVICE 
             
1,012.50  

313  EAST & VETERANS ‐ WATER 
             
5,718.38  

314  EAST & VETERANS ‐ SEWER 
             
2,639.25  

315  EAST & VETERANS ‐ STREET 
             
7,030.62  

600  WATER 
             
4,537.26  

610  SEWER 
             
5,892.96  

670  GARBAGE 
           
11,531.40  
           
63,679.35  

Siepker motioned to adjourn at 5:35 pm; seconded by Heuton.  Ayes all; motion carried. 

____________________________________ _________________________________________ 
Rod Johnson, Mayor    Barbara Smith, City Clerk 


