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America, Here 
We Come!
By: Flor Johnson

When we love someone, we have to 
sacrifice, especially if it's a family matter.
     The year 2015 marked the year that 
my youngest brother Cenon came  to 
America.  His dream materialized  after 
25 years of waiting.  
     Four years later, 2018, the Visa 
Center in the USA notified me that 
my other brothers Ireneo and Manuel 
Zarzoso, had to get ready for their visa 
interview.  As usual, more documents 
were needed, fees needed to be paid, 
a medical examination, travel and 
accommodations had to be arranged.  
More changes occurred in the visa 
processing, but we had to abide with 

their rules and requirements.  
     I worked day and night 
with all the  required 
documents. Frustrations 
started to escalate when 
they encountered medical 
problems.  They had to go 
through a thorough medical 
examination and waited 
for two to three months 
more, and if they failed the 
test, they would be treated 
for another 6 months.   It 
seemed when one problem 
or paper work was done, they 
had to ask for more, to which I continued 
to submit to expedite the processing.  
     In spite of the stress and fatigue I was 
suffering, I did not give up, all I thought 
was for them to make it to America also.  
I continued to keep in touch with my 
brothers, and the USCIS office in Manila, 

Philippines  and visa center 
in USA.  "We just have to 
wait'.
Good news!
     I finally sought advice 
from an immigration 
lawyer.  I also mentioned 
about Manuel's son, 
Manuel Jr who was 20 
years old when his father 
received the notice of visa 
availability and interview.  
He said  that the son can 
come along with his father.  

Three months before turning 21, 
Manuel Jr was included in the package.  
Now, we have three people to bring in. 
More paper work, more fees, but  we  
are happy.
     My brothers had to make several 
trips from Naga City to Manila  and 
back,  10 hours one way by bus, not 
counting all the trips within the Manila 
area.
     March 2019, my brother Ireneo's  
case needed some updated and original 
signed documents, so we submitted 
again. We submitted documents by 
express postal service, which was 
costly, some were sent via emails to 
save time.   I waited patiently for any 
update. I even sought help from  Iowa 
senators, and even the office of the US 
president, and they took action on the 
matter.  We were informed by phone 

...continued to page 2...



Our Town Our Paper! 2

that the case was on 'administrative 
processing', we just have to wait for the 
consul's decision for the visa issuance.  
We waited patiently.  One week before 
Ireneo's medical examination expired, 
May 8, 2019, he received approval of his 
visa and had to leave for America as soon 
as possible.  Ireneo had to go to Manila 
to attend a seminar for foreigners going 
abroad before purchasing his ticket.  .      
     On May 7 (American date and time)
he took off for the USA, my son meet 
him in Des Moines at the airport.  'All 
smiles'. He can't believe that he's on 
American soil after 25 years. 
     He left his five children and 
grandchildren back home, he is now a 
widower. "I know it is hard for me to 
leave my family behind, I waited for 
many years, and I feel it's time.  This is 
also one of my big dreams to come to 
America, not only to see this country, 
but to work to help my family back 
home, and see the other members of 
our family here. Probably someday, 
some of my children might come here 
also,"  I will work here, I believe that if 
you work harder and don’t waste time  
and save, you can get ahead in life." He 
smiled as he gave a thumbs up!   He is 
an experienced carpenter and is looking 
forward to using his skills.
     Ireneo has enjoyed touring the small 
town of Laurens and is happy to live 
in this town.  He likes the quietness, 
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listening to the birds chirping 
early in the morning, the 
friendly neighborhood, 
fresh and clean air, and great 
variety of food.  "It's nice 
here, it's safe to walk, there is 
less traffic compared to where 
I came from which is a big 
city!" he commented.  He 
was fascinated by the music 
garden at the Laurens Library 
and spent time playing each 
of the musical instruments.  
"We don't have anything 
like these in our city, this is 
cool!" he commented. He's been busy 
also fixing bicycles that are ready to be 
thrown away.  'Don't throw them away, 
I will fix them! he said.  He has fixed 7 
bicycles already and has his own bike 
now that he rides everyday.  It seemed 
that he did not have a difficult time 
adjusting, because he has plenty of 
things to do and a better environment. 
He's been busy helping doing repairs on 
our rental houses also.
Who’s next?
     A month later, Manuel and his son 
received a notice for  visa availability and 
interviews. Manuel Sr, an electrician and 
a carpenter, also has some knowledge in 
mechanics, was very excited.  He did not 
get married, but has only one son that 
he raised, Manuel Jr .
     Upon receiving the news, although 

they were still finishing 
some house repairs and 
projects of our Reach for 
the star foundation back 
home, I advised them 
to pack and go! Manuel 
Jr, a music teacher in a 
university, has left his job.   
He, too, was very excited 
to learn that he will come 
to the USA.  When he 
was asked by the consul 
during the interview at 

the US embassy, Manila  what will he do 
in America, “I am a music teacher and I 
would like to share my talents in music 
and use my skills to teach", he humbly 
responded.
     June 14, we meet them in Des 
Moines at the airport. "We are here!"  
Manuel Jr. jumped for joy and so did 
we! 'What a great reunion'! Welcome to 
America!
     "It's beautiful here, Auntie! Manuel 
Jr comments.  “It's  peaceful here in 
Laurens,”  Manuel Sr added.
     We gave them a tour just like we did 
to Ireneo when he came.  'Laurens, is a 
small town, busy,  peaceful, with friendly 
people,  clean and fresh air, not polluted, 
quiet, no roosters crowing, beautiful 
park and trees all over! These are the 
things they noticed.  Nice small town, 
but with many industries.
Time to explore!
     “Do you have malls here and how 
far?” they asked. We took them to 
Spencer and couldn't believe that 
they can count the people. "Where is 
the mall?" Manuel Jr asked.  "You are 
in it!" "Where are the people?"  they 
asked.  They looked around and started 
counting and just smiled and shook 
their heads.  'Oh well, it's ok, at least it's 
not crowded".  Coming from a city of 

...continued from page 1...
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196,000 population, bumper to bumper, 
elbow to elbow, the mall is  always 
crowded with people because it's cooler 
inside and there are many shopping 
stores and eating places and other 
recreation, now they 're in small towns 
and small malls.  
     But I noticed that they are enjoying 
the places we visited like Storm Lake 
park,  Fort Dodge and a special visit 
to West Bend Grotto of Redemption. 
They enjoy looking at the vast farmland 
during our trip. They noticed the 
highway ' flat and straight'.  'I can learn 
to drive easily" Manuel Jr excitedly 
commented.  " This is fine with me, at 
least you don't have to fight the crowd 
or race traffic just to get to your work 
or places you want to go, there is a 
wonderful order of traffic!" Manuel Jr, 
added.  They enjoy walking at night 
and walking in parks.  They have been 
attending worship services with us also.  
     They love going to grocery stores to 
see the variety of fruits and vegetables.  
Some of the produce is expensive back 
home and they can't afford to buy it.  
They can't believe how many groceries 
they can buy with dollars compared to 
the Philippine peso.They had a taste of 
US McDonald, KFC and tacos. They 
love to eat chicken and never get tired of 
it!  They had the first bite of Iowa chops! 
"Wow! this is a pork chop?, it's thick!  
Manuel Sr commented. "One chop for 
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one person, unbelievable, in 
the Philippines we can feed 
4 people with this meat!" 
Manuel Jr  just smiled.  
     I am happy to see them 
eating the food that they 
never had back home and I 
have enjoyed also for years.  
But, they can also buy some 
food that we usually eat back 
home, especially rice and 
fish!
     They are also curious how 
cold it would be in winter. 
Too many questions, just 
like little children, but  I 
told them,  "let's just enjoy 
summer for now.”  They already started 
their vegetable garden. They've been 
busy in helping with repairs and busy 
packing books for our foundation to be 
shipped to the Philippines.  They're an 
godsend.
Be an asset.
     After arriving, Manuel Jr,  was 
invited to play his clarinet in the Albert 
City community and Storm Lake city 
bands. He was happy that he performed 
in this country for the first time  in the 
band shell in Storm Lake. He is looking 
forward to more band concerts in the 
future.  He did just what he told the 
consul he would do - share his talent in 
music.  “I am really happy and always 
look forward on our rehearsals and 

performances.  I met many musicians 
of different ages, but one thing we 
have in common, we speak/play the 
same language, music" Manuel Jr 
commented.
     Ireneo has received his green card 
and soon will have to work in any 
industries in town and still plans to 
do part time carpentry work/repairs 
in the area.  Manuel Sr and Jr are still 
waiting for their green card (permanent 
resident).  Manuel Jr, plans to teach 
music  in private/public  school and 
even pursue his Masters degree in 
music in the future.  Manuel Sr is 
looking forward to working also and 

...continued from page 2...

the brothers plan to have their own 
private business.
     Although our other brother, who 
is an engineer, was left behind in the 
Philippines with his family, someday he 
can come here only for a visit, but now 
we are happy that my three brothers and 
nephew were reunited with us.
     The years of waiting, praying, 
hoping, and all the troubles and hassles 
encountered in the journey of reuniting 
families finally has a happy ending.  
Twenty-five years, although there are 
some gray hairs in our heads, we stay 
young, alert, optimistic,  and above all, 
we value our “family unity". My sacrifice 
was worth it and now my brother Ireneo 
has also sacrificed himself for his family 
to realize his dream to come and see 
America.
     'You have to work here to survive 
and be an asset and not a liability in 
this country' I always remind them. " 
WORK," is the password here.  They 
have to adjust to many changes in life, 
but if I did it, they too can do it.
     We thank God for reuniting us 
brothers and sister in this beautiful 
country and a land of opportunities. As 
emigrants, we thank this country for 
giving  us the opportunity to live here,  
share, and contribute our skills and 
talents and be a part of that American 
dream.
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Ring-a-Ding-Ding: Museum Open 
During Summer Celebration
Come see the new items and displays at 
the Pocahontas County Historical Society 
Museum in Laurens. From a crank-type 
telephone to a tiny wedding dress from 
the 1800's; from one of the first bread 
machines (no electricity required) to a 
russack and mess kit carried onto Omaha 
Beach during World War II, there will be 
something sure to attract your attention. 
     The museum will be open on Friday, 
July 12 from 5-7 PM and on Saturday, 
July 13 from 11 AM-3 PM. On Saturday, 
kids can also participate in children's 
activities on the lawn in front of the 
museum.
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If you or someone you care about is living with a brain injury, 
you are not alone. We are a group who lives with or cares 
for someone who lives with brain injury! We exist to support, 

encourage, understand, inform and provide fellowship for brain 
injury survivors and those involved in their lives.   

Northwest Iowa TBI Support Group
A monthly support group held 2nd Thursday of the month

Location:  United Methodist Church, 201 W. Main St., Laurens 
(Park and enter on the south side of the church off of Olive St)

Time: 6:00 p.m.
Contact: Rob Schramm by calling: (515) 570-9816 

or e-mail: NWIowaTBIGroup@gmail.com

Celebrating 50 Years!
Ken and Mary (Dunigan) Kliegl were united 
in marriage July 12, 1969, at St. Thomas 
Catholic Church in Emmetsburg, IA. To 
celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary, their 
children: Christy (Mike) Ehn, Pocahontas; 
Michelle (Vaughan) Bishop, Geneva, IL; Lisa 
(Bob) Katter, Edina, MN; and John (Sarah) 
Kliegl, Grandview, MO wish to host a card 
shower. Cards can reach Ken and Mary at: 
125 E. Arthur, Laurens, IA 50554.
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Celebration of 
Life for Ron 
Johnson
Celebration of Life for Ron 
Johnson will be held on Saturday, 
July 27th. Lunch beginning at 
12 noon at Marathon's Poland 
Township Park (alternate location-
Marathon Community Center). 
Casual attire. We invite you 
to wear your team colors. Go 
Cyclones!

Join the Parade!!
Everyone loves a parade and it is more fun if you are in it. Laurens 
Summer Celebration and Rally for Vets is July 13th. To be in the parade, 
line up at the Fire Station at 9:30 a.m. 
     Need an idea? Drive a classic or antique car, truck, tractor or cycle. 
Ride a horse. Showcase your business, organization or church. Join other 
lawnmowers and commemorate the 20th year of the Straight Story film 
release. Put on a baseball uniform and celebrate the 30th year of Field of 
Dreams. Have an old space suit? Fifty years ago man landed on the moon. 
     This year Laurens Summer Celebration steps back in time to the old 
Stinker Days when businesses got rid of their "stinkers" and had sidewalk 
sales. Dress up like a skunk to honor that tradition. 
     If you are having a class reunion, load up everyone on a golf trailer or 
flat rack and sing the school song as you ride down Third Street wearing 
Elk, Charger or Raider gear. 
     See you at (or in) the parade!

Card Shower!
Ryan Jolliffe will be married to 
Leah Mirabella on July 26, 2019 
in Chicago.  
     We would like to surprise 
them with wedding wishes from 
hometown friends!  Cards can be 
given to Sonja Perkins or Wendy 
Hopkins by July 24th for delivery 
at the wedding.  
     Ryan is the son of Tjeran and 
Donna Jolliffe. of Laurens

Class of '64
The Class of 1964 is holding their 
55th class reunion on July 13th at 
the Laurens Golf & CC. Anyone 
who wishes to visit, feel free to 
stop out after 7:30 p.m.
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Pool Committee Fundraiser
The Laurens Pool Project recently received a wonderful 
donation of one of his paintings from the family of Frank 
Swanson. The work is titled “Three Soldiers.” It captures the 
statue at the Vietnam Memorial Wall in Washington D.C. 
There is a note on the back that Frank spent 81 ½ hours 
creating this.
     The Laurens Pool Project Committee will be selling 
raffle tickets for this, with the drawing being July 13 during 
Laurens’s Summer Celebration. Get your tickets from any 
Pool Committee member or at Laurens City Hall.
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At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
July 10, 2019 

We will be having a dedication for our Music Garden Friday evening at 6:45 p.m. during the Laurens Summer Celebration.  We 
have so enjoyed the sounds of spontaneous creativity coming from our new Music Garden sponsored by the Laurens Public Library 
Foundation. It’s hard to imagine that 2 years ago we were just coming up with this plan. Support from our community has been 
amazing. Join us to learn a little more about the instruments, and take this opportunity to play – they sound as beautiful as they look!
     Lisa Laird and her Pockets Full of Fun puppets will return to the library today as they take “One Giant Step for Reading.” She puts 
on a show that’s enjoyable for all ages, and that ties into the Summer Reading theme. She is also bringing Stanley the Reading Dog 
for kids to read to before the program! Our Summer Reading continues with A Universe of Stories on Wednesdays at 1 p.m. through 
August 7th! On July 24th the Science Center of Iowa will take us on an Outer Space Odyssey!
      Our Book Club began in January 2007 by reading Kent Haruf ’s Plainsong. We skipped July that year because of the 
QuasQuiCentennial, but have read a book every month since then.  Which brings us to July 2019, when we will read our 150th book! 
We are celebrating by reading The Book Club by Mary Alice Monroe. If you’ve not read a book with us, or if you’ve read all of them, 
come celebrate with us as we talk about books Monday, July 22 at 7 p.m.

COMING EVENTS
• Music Garden Dedication July 12 at 6:45 p.m.

• A Universe of Stories – Wednesdays at 1 p.m. until August 7 
• One Giant Leap for Reading – Pockets Full of Fun Puppets Wednesday, July 10 at 1 p.m.

• Outer Space Odyssey! - Science Center of Iowa Wednesday, July 24 at 1 p.m.
• LegoMania – every Friday!

• Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month 
• Book Club  7 p.m. the 4th Monday of the month 

• Card Making 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
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This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Sunday:  July 14, 2019
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 AM ~ Worship 
10:00 AM ~ Coffee Fellowship

Tuesday:  July 16, 2019
7:30 AM ~ Prayer Group

Thursday:  July 18, 2019
9:00 AM ~ Morning Circle

Worship, Love, Accept~Together
 in Christ’s Name

This Week at First 
Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell
712-845-6164

Friday, July 12  
7:00 p.m. - AA 

Sunday, July 14
9:30 a.m. - Worship followed by coffee 

Resurrection of Our Lord Catholic 
Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF

MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass as scheduled in the weekly bulletin
Saturday at 5:00 PM
Sunday at 10:30 AM
Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm at Resurrection

Office: 16 SW 2nd Street, Pocahontas
Office Phone: 712-335-3242 
Residence Phone: 712-335-8065
E-mail: colly@ncn.net
Pastoral Care: Sister Renae Hohensee, 563-552-8666
 

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Pastor Ed Frank

Thurs., July 11:
Brain Trauma Support Group mtg @ 6 p.m.

Fri. July 12:
Men’s Bible Study @ 7 a.m.

Sat., July 13:
Pastor Ed out of the office through July 18 
to lead Boundary Waters trip

Sun., July 14:
Fellowship Coffee @ 9:30 a.m.
Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
HYMN SING

Mon., July 15:
Autumm out of the office

Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.thepapernow.com

100% User 
Generated Content!

Subscribe and 
Submit TODAY!
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Jamison Frerk 
Boosts Leadership 
Skills through 
4-H Citizenship 
Washington Focus
Jamison Frerk learned about 
political processes in the vibrant, 
living classroom of the nation’s 
capital as part of Citizenship 
Washington Focus (CWF), an 
intensive 4-H civic engagement 
program for high-school youth 
held at the National 4-H 
Conference Center in Chevy 
Chase, MD. 
     “It was the best time I have ever 
had and I learned so much”
     For 60 years, National 4-H 
Conference Center has invited 
thousands of young people from 
across the country to travel to 
Washington, DC and participate 
in civic workshops, committees 
and field trips before returning 
home to make positive changes 
in their own communities. CWF 
not only strengthens young 
people’s understanding of the 
government’s civic process, but it 
also boosts their leadership skills, 
communication skills and overall 
confidence. 
     During CWF, youth get a 
behind-the-scenes look at the 

nation’s capital while meeting with 
members of Congress to learn 
more about how their government 
works. At the end of the program, 
youth draft step-by-step action 
plans to address important issues 
in their communities. Plans 
from the Iowa 4-H Delegation 
included replicating workshops on 
civil discourse with other teens, 
hosting back-to-school carnivals 
to support fundraising for school 
supplies, and hosting educational 
tours about agriculture to 
better connect rural and urban 
communities.
     “CWF is a great opportunity 
for young people to come 
together, talk about the problems 
they see in their communities, 
and identify solutions to make 
their communities stronger,” said 
Jennifer Sirangelo, president & 
CEO, National 4-H Council. 
“The experiences these young 
people gain during CWF gives 
them the tools and confidence to 
grow and thrive as leaders.” 
     4-H, the nation’s largest youth 
development organization, grows 
confident young people who are 
empowered for life today and 
prepared for a career tomorrow. 
4-H programs empower nearly 
six million young people across 
the U.S. through experiences that 
develop critical life skills. 4-H is 
the youth development program 
of our nation’s Cooperative 

Extension System and USDA, and 
serves every county and parish 
in the U.S. through a network 
of 110 public universities and 
more than 3000 local Extension 
offices. Globally, 4-H collaborates 
with independent programs to 
empower one million youth 
in 50 countries. The research-
backed 4-H experience grows 
young people who are four times 
more likely to contribute to 
their communities; two times 
more likely to make healthier 
choices; two times more likely 
to be civically active; and two 
times more likely to participate in 
STEM programs.
     Learn more about 4-H 
at www.4-H.org, find us on 
Facebook at www.facebook.
com/4-H and on Twitter athttps://
twitter.com/4H

Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.thepapernow.com

100% User 
Generated Content!

Subscribe and 
Submit TODAY!
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Follow a Summer 
Routine for Back-
to-School Success
Although it may feel like summer 
has just begun, it is not too soon 
for families to begin preparing their 
children to head back to school. 
“Following a routine during the 
summer can lead to back-to-school 
success,” says Dawn Dunnegan, a 
human sciences specialist with Iowa 
State University Extension and 
Outreach.
     “Following a routine or schedule 
during the summer and throughout 
the year can reduce anxiety and 
frustration for all children,” said 
Dunnegan, who specializes in family 
life issues.
     “The Brain Balance Achievement 
Centers suggests that this is 
particularly true for children with 
neurobehavioral disorders such 
as ADHD, Learning Disorders, 
Autism or Asperger’s. These children 
often long for the routine and 
predictability that the school year 
offers. However, this can be the 
case for many children who feel 
uncertain about what will happen 
next and what is the expectation for 
today,” Dunnegan said.
     Dunnegan offers the following 
tips for setting a summer routine for 
children.
     Keep a reasonable bedtime. 
“We all feel better when we are 

Extension News

well rested and have had a good 
night’s sleep. This is even more so 
for our children. Sleep is important 
for overall health and wellbeing,” 
Dunnegan said.
     Encourage academics with 
summer camps, library programs, 
school or community programs, or 
downloadable sheets and projects 
found online. Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach offers 
many youth enrichment summer 
activities; check with your county 
extension office.
     “Academic activities help 
children retain skills they learned 
during the previous school year 
and keeps them in the routine 
of learning over the summer,” 
Dunnegan said.
     Continue to limit screen time 
and encourage outdoor play and 
activity. Research shows that 
outdoor play can increase creativity 
and problem-solving skills and 
can reduce childhood obesity 
rates. Physical activity can increase 
children’s attention span and reduce 
aggression. In addition, spending 
time outdoors helps children feel 
connected to their environment.
     “Families can find downloadable 
schedules online to help develop 
and implement a successful summer 
plan. Science of Parenting from 
ISU Extension and Outreach 
provides trustworthy research 
on popular parenting topics,” 
Dunnegan said.
     “Research shows that schedules, 
routines and limits aren’t just for 

young school-age children. Setting 
limits, providing structure and 
enforcing rules is important when 
parenting teens as well,” Dunnegan 
added.
     “Keeping a schedule can also 
help reduce behavior issues, which 
will reduce the amount of discipline 
we need to use and contribute to 
more pleasant family times. This 
will help us all when returning to 
the school schedule and routines in 
August,” Dunnegan said.

Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.thepapernow.com

100% User 
Generated Content!

Subscribe and 
Submit TODAY!
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Want to Buy 
a Home? First 
Take Homebuyer 
Education 
e-Course
Is now a good time to buy your 
first home? To answer that 
question, sign up for “A Place of 
Your Own,” an online course from 
Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach. This homebuyer 
education e-course helps people 
learn about the home-buying 
process and prepare to become 
first-time homeowners.
     “A Place of Your Own” can help 
you decide if homeownership is 
right for you,” says Jan Monahan, 
a human sciences specialist with 
ISU Extension and Outreach.
     Register for this homebuyer 
education e-course on the 
Extension Store, https://store.
extension.iastate.edu/. The 
course cost is $45 and includes 
a certificate you’ll receive after 
completing the course.
     Owning a home has 
advantages, as well as 
disadvantages, said Monahan, who 
specializes in family finance.
“It is important to consider why 
you want to be a homeowner and 
how owning a home might benefit 

Extension News

you. There are many extra costs 
associated with homeownership. 
It is important to understand the 
amount of money you’ll need 
before you move in — the upfront 
costs — and then the costs that 
will be ongoing after you buy a 
home,” Monahan said.
     “The upfront costs in 
purchasing a home can be 
substantial,” Monahan continued. 
“A down payment is usually 
required. In addition, you will pay 
mortgage-closing costs. Then there 
are moving expenses, as well as all 
the things you may need to buy to 
make your new home livable.”
     Savvy first-time homebuyers 
get their financial affairs in order 
first. Lenders will estimate a 
potential homebuyer’s borrowing 
power by analyzing current 
income, accumulated savings and 
assets, and the amount of debt the 
person already owes.
     “It is important to know how 
much you can afford to pay for 
a home before you start looking 
at houses. You don’t want to fall 
in love with a house you cannot 
afford,” Monahan said.
     It also is important to be 
an informed consumer when 
shopping for a mortgage and 
closing on the loan. Do some 
comparison shopping. Many 
different types of lending 
institutions make home loans, and 
each will have different interest 

rates, down payment requirements 
and special fees to consider.
     “A Place of Your Own” 
provides information, tools 
and resources to help first-time 
homebuyers. Lessons focus on 
preparing for home ownership, 
shopping for a home, securing a 
mortgage, closing the loan and 
being a homeowner.
     “After you successfully 
complete the lessons, you’ll receive 
a certificate of completion that 
you can share with your local 
lender,” Monahan said.
     “The course is available 
anytime, anywhere from any 
computer with internet access. 
If you don’t have your own 
computer, you can access the 
course from computers at public 
libraries, ISU Extension and 
Outreach county offices across the 
state or USDA offices,” Monahan 
added.
     For more information about 
the course content, contact 
Suzanne Bartholomae, family 
finance state specialist with 
ISU Extension and Outreach, 
suzanneb@iastate.edu. For 
more information about course 
registration, visit the Extension 
Store or call 515-294-5247.
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Yard and 
Garden: Caring 
for Dogwoods 
Dogwoods can be attractive 
additions to home landscapes, 
but certain insects and diseases 
can diminish their beauty. 
Horticulturists with Iowa 
State University Extension and 
Outreach explain what to do if 
you find spittlebugs, Septoria 
leaf spot or golden canker on 
these shrubs. To have additional 
questions answered, contact 
Hortline at hortline@iastate.edu 
or 515-294-3108.
     There are small masses of a 
foam-like material in my red 
twig dogwoods. What are they? 
The foam-like masses in the 
dogwoods were probably created 
by the dogwood spittlebug. 
The dogwood spittlebug is one 
of several species of this easily 
recognized group of sap-feeding 
insects. Spittlebugs are familiar 
because of the frothy, wet mass 
of “spittle” that surrounds the 
nymphs as they feed on sap from 
their host plants. The spittle is 
produced by the immature stage 
of the insect (the nymph) and 
provides protection from natural 
enemies and desiccation.  
     Spittlebugs cause little harm 
to plants, so control is usually 
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not necessary. If their presence is 
unacceptable, they can be washed 
off shrubs with a forceful stream 
of water from the garden hose.
     The leaves on my red twig 
dogwoods are spotted and 
beginning to fall off. Why? The 
spotting and premature leaf drop 
on your dogwoods is probably due 
to Septoria leaf spot. Septoria leaf 
spot is a common fungal disease 
of dogwoods in Iowa. The disease 
typically appears as irregularly 
shaped grayish spots with dark 
purple or reddish borders. Heavily 
infected leaves drop prematurely. 
Wet spring weather favors Septoria 
leaf spot development.  
     Fortunately, Septoria leaf 
spot does not seriously harm 
dogwoods. The damage is mainly 
aesthetic. The spotted foliage and 
partially defoliated shrubs are not 
very attractive.  
     The severity of Septoria leaf 
spot in future years can be reduced 
by raking up and disposing of 
infected leaves on the ground. It 
is possible to control Septoria leaf 
spot with two or three fungicide 
applications in spring. However, 
most home gardeners choose not 
to apply fungicides, as the damage 
to the shrubs is mainly aesthetic. 
     Several branches on my 
pagoda dogwood have wilted 
and died. Why? Golden canker 
may be responsible for the death 
of the branches in the pagoda 

dogwood. Golden canker is caused 
by the fungus Cryptodiaporthe 
corni. Initial symptoms of golden 
canker are wilting and death 
of leaves on infected branches. 
Infected branches turn bright 
yellow and die. Small, orange, 
raised spots develop on the surface 
of the yellow bark. These spots are 
the reproductive structures of the 
fungus.  
     Golden canker is best managed 
by pruning out infected branches. 
Make the pruning cut 4 to 6 
inches below the yellow tissue. 
To prevent the accidental spread 
of golden canker, disinfect the 
pruning shears between cuts by 
dipping them in household beach 
or rubbing alcohol. Infected 
branches should be removed from 
the area and burned or buried. 
Fungicides do not control golden 
canker.  
     To discourage golden canker 
infections, place pagoda dogwoods 
in favorable locations in the 
landscape and provide good 
plant care. The pagoda dogwood 
performs best in moist, well-
drained soils in partial shade. 
Protected locations and eastern 
exposures are generally the best 
planting sites. Apply 2 to 3 inches 
of wood chips or shredded bark 
around plants and water during 
prolonged dry periods.  


