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Please plan to attend the Laurens Volunteer Firefighters 
Association’s Annual Pancake & Sausage Breakfast on Sunday, 

October 6th from 8:00 am to noon. Come and enjoy a great 
breakfast and support your local Firefighters!
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Musical Group 
‘R&R Line’ to 
Entertain at 
the Fonda Arts 
Center
The musical group ‘R&R Line’ will 
roll into the Fonda Arts Center to 
entertain on Sunday, October 13th at 
3 PM. 
     The group consists of Rex 
Wittrock and Roger Christiansen, 
both of Storm Lake, Iowa. The group 
started playing together as a duet five 
years ago, blending their vocals over 
Rex’s guitar and Roger’s keyboard. 
The outcome has been an eclectic 
musical mix ranging from American 
standards, to traditional polkas, to 
‘The Eagles’.
     The R&R Line has performed 
before in the Arts Center in 2018. In 
addition, they have played for block 
parties, anniversaries, dinner dates 
and numerous Senior Centers in the 
area. Their highlight was playing the 
CellularOne Stage at the 2017 Clay 
County Fair.
     Their special guest at the Arts 
Center that afternoon will be song 
selections performed by Roger’s 
granddaughter, Kaylea Christiansen. 
Kaylea is a recent graduate of Iowa 
Lakes Community College and has a 
promising music career ahead of her.
     Everyone will enjoy listening 
to the music of R&R Line along 
with Kaylea Christiansen. The 
entertainment and refreshments will 
be free to the public.

Our Town Our Paper!

Announcements & Advertising

Thank You!
The Kyle family would like to give our gratitude for the outpouring of well 
wishes we received following the death of our father. We were so blessed to hear 
all the stories about him and from the love everyone gave us at our loss, we felt 
that he will be missed. We would like to give a big thanks to everyone involved 
in his funeral. 
     Also to the great people at the Laurens Care Center, there is no amount of 
thanks to express how much you mean to us and our father for all the years of 
care you gave him.

Thank you all so much,
Karoll, Paula and David
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If you or someone you care about is living with a brain injury, 
you are not alone. We are a group who lives with or cares 
for someone who lives with brain injury! We exist to support, 

encourage, understand, inform and provide fellowship for brain 
injury survivors and those involved in their lives.   

Northwest Iowa TBI Support Group
A monthly support group held 2nd Thursday of the month

Location:  United Methodist Church, 201 W. Main St., Laurens 
(Park and enter on the south side of the church off of Olive St)

Time: 6:00 p.m.
Contact: Rob Schramm by calling: (515) 570-9816 

or e-mail: NWIowaTBIGroup@gmail.com

Advertising & Announcements

Join us for a fun Ladies Night Out! 
$25 ticket gets you 4 drinks, a wine glass to take home, 
door prize, endless munchies, live music by Rod Johnson 

and a night of fun!!  

Tickets Available at: Woodley Insurance  & The Country Club

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8 
6:00-9:00 P.M. 

LAURENS GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 

Bridal Shower
A come and go bridal shower for Madison Pfeffer, 
bride elect of Brady Bailey will be held on Sunday, 
October 13 from 1-3 p.m. at West Iowa Bank, 202 W 
Main St, Laurens.
     Madison & Brady are registered at Lizziedoodle 
Gifts & Home Decor, Heart & Home and Zola.com.

[Type text]

JOIN FISHER HYDRAULICS 
 FOR MANUFACTURING DAY!! 

Fisher Hydraulics would like to invite the public to tour our 
facility and see what we do every day! 

Tours will be given from 8:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. 
Refreshments will be served. 

Register for 50” TV to be given away! 

Fisher Hydraulics 
A Ligon Company 
603 Hwy. 10 West 
Laurens, IA 50554 
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F A L L
B R E A K F A S T

Marathon Fire Department

Sunday, October 13

Serving from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Come Hungry, Leave FULL!

S e r v i n g  P a n c a k e s ,  F r e n c h  T o a s t ,  S c r a m b l e d
E g g s ,  B i s c u i t s  &  G r a v y ,  S a u s a g e ,  B a c o n ,

H a s h b r o w n s ,  C o f f e e ,  J u i c e  &  M i l k

Annual Breast Cancer Walk Raises Awareness for Early 
Detection & Support Services
Celebrate survivors, honor loved ones who have lost their breast cancer battle, support those who are currently undergoing cancer care and join in 
helping bring attention to the importance of increasing awareness of breast cancer screenings and treatment by participating in the Spencer area 
Breast Cancer Awareness Walk on Sunday, Oct. 6 at 4 PM at Spencer Hospital. 
     “One in every eight women in the United States is at risk of being diagnosed with breast cancer, so it’s essential to continue to draw attention 
to the importance of making healthy lifestyle choices and getting routine screenings to hopefully detect breast cancer in early stages,” said Jeannette 
Hasley, Spencer Hospital’s Women’s Health Director. 
     “The theme for this year’s event is ‘Lean On Me’ which ties wonderfully into this occasion as we typically have hundreds of people –women, men 
and children – gather with us to provide support and generate awareness of breast health. You can truly feel the camaraderie and bonding among 
survivors, current patients, family and friends as we join together to celebrate lives and pay tribute to those we’ve loss to breast cancer,” Hasley 
remarked. 
     The awareness walk is free to attend, thanks to the sponsorships from Avera Medical Group Spencer, Avera Home Medical of Spencer Hospital, 
Northwest Iowa Surgeons, Abben Cancer Center and Spencer Hospital.  
     “These entities not only sponsor this walk, they are all part of the unique support system provided through the Spencer medical community for 
patients with breast cancer,” Hasley said. “Care starts with annual health check-ups with your family medicine practitioner and routine mammograms 
using Spencer Hospital’s 3D technology performed by experienced, certified mammographers. If a concern is detected, patients work closely with 
our certified breast health navigators to access resources and information. A person’s care may involve surgery with the team from Northwest Iowa 

Surgeons, or treatment by the professionals at Abben Cancer Center, 
or both. A patient may work with the experts at Avera Home Medical 
to secure prosthetics and accessories. Spencer Hospital’s certified
women’s health physical and occupational therapists can provide 
support in regaining needed strength post-surgery or treatment, or with 
lymphedema management. It’s a comprehensive team effort, providing
highly individualized care.” 
     Registration for the walk begins at 3:30 pm in Spencer Hospital’s
Grand Avenue Park.  The walk will occur at the hospital, rain or shine. If
inclement weather occurs, the opening ceremony will be held inside the 
hospital with a walking path established in the hospital’s lower level.
     “In case of light rain, walkers will be encouraged to walk outdoors,” 
Hasley said. “It’s rather symbolic of the journey our cancer patients 
take – some days are pleasant and sunny, while others are rougher, yet 
weathered through with the support of loved ones and caregivers.”
     The walk takes participants through the highly visible area of 
downtown Spencer. From the hospital park, participants will walk south 
on Grand Avenue, across the bridge, and then return to the hospital, 
walking north on the east side of the street. 
     “It is so heart-warming to see the hundreds of people of all ages who 
join us for our awareness walk each October,” commented Hasley.  “This 
event is strictly for fun and awareness so people can walk or run as far or 
as little as they’d like and at any speed.”
     She added that while anyone is encouraged to attend and walk, a
special invitation is extended to breast cancer survivors who will be
recognized during a brief ceremony prior to the walk. 
     Participants are encouraged to wear pink. Also, special breast cancer 
awareness walk t-shirts are provided as supplies last. Walkers who 
are interested in making a freewill donation to the Spencer Regional 
Healthcare Foundation for Women’s Health Services or the Abben 
Cancer Center will have an opportunity to do so at the event.

Local News & Advertising
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At the Library
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At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
October 2, 2019  

Goodness, we got a lot of new books this week! I’ll start off with nonfiction: 
Permanent Record by Edward Snowden and Blowout: Corrupted Democracy, 
Rogue State Russia, and the Richest, Most Destructive Industry on Earth by Rachel 
Maddow. New novels include: Water Dance by Ta-Nehi Coates, What Comes My 
Way by Traci Paterson, Quantum by Patricia Cornwell, Harts Hollow Farm by 
Janet Dailey, Shape of Night (also a CD book) by Tess Gerritson, Pursuit by Joyce 
Carol Oates, Bloody Genius by John Sandford, Sisters of Summit Avenue by Lynn 
Cullen, Night Boat to Tangier by Kevin Barry, What Happens in Paradise by Elin 
Hilderbrand and Butterfly Girl by Rene Denfeld. 
     If you’re in the mood for a Christmas book, you might want to check out 
these new arrivals: 19th Christmas by James Patterson, Christmas From the Heart 
by Sheila Roberts, Mrs. Miracle Christmas by Debbie Macomber, Christmas in 
Harmony Harbor by Debbie Mason, Spirit of the Season by Fern Michaels, The 
More the Merrier, an Amish Christmas Romance by Linda Byler and Christmas 
Boutique by Jennifer Chiaverini.
     Historian Kathy Wilson will return Tuesday, October 15 at 1:30 p.m. with 
her new program, Fashions to Die For! Did you know that clothing can make 
you sick, break your bones, and even kill you? It's true! It can even drive you 
mad! This program takes a look at 18th- and 19th-century fashions and the 
deadly secrets hiding behind those fabulous looks, and tackles some of those 
urban myths, too, including whether it was possible for Scarlet O'Hara to have 
an 18-inch waist! The Pocahontas County Historical Museum, right next door 
to the library, will be open an hour before and an hour after this program. They 
will have a special display From Cradle to Grave; A Display of Clothing Worn in 
Happy and Sad Times.
     Our Book Club hasn’t read a mystery for a while, so this month we will be 
reading Karen Slaughter’s Cop Town. Our catalog describes it this way, “Reluctant 
rookie cop Kate Murphy finds herself teamed with agenda-seeking Maggie 
Lawson in a manhunt for a cop killer.” We have many patrons who love this 
author, maybe some of our Book Club members will join the ranks of her fans! 
Check out a copy and join our discussion Monday, October 28 at 7 pm.

COMING EVENTS
• Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.

• Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month
• Card Making 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly

• Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month
• Historian Kathy Wilson - 1:30 p.m. October 15

• Library Foundation Supper - 5-7 p.m. October 24
• Halloween Magician – 7 p.m. October 31

• Story Teller Darrin Crow – 7 p.m. November 6
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Church 

This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Sunday: October 6, 2019
9:15 AM ~ Adult SS
9:30 AM ~ Youth SS & Coffee Fellowship
10:30 AM ~ Worship w/Communion
6:00-8:00 PM ~ Laurens Area Community 
Youth Group KICK OFF at FCC with both 
JH & HS Youth to enjoy pizza and a movie

Tuesday: October 8, 2019
7:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at Bethany

Wednesday: October 9, 2019
7:00 PM ~ Council Mtg. 

Worship, Love, Accept~Together
 in Christ’s Name

This Week at First 
Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell
712-845-6164

Wednesday, Oct. 2 
11:30 a.m. - Ladies Lunch at the church
12:30 p.m. - C.W.F. 

Friday, Oct. 4  
7:00 p.m. - AA 

Sunday, Oct. 6  -
9:30 a.m.-  Sunday School
10:30 a.m. - Worship 
6:00 - 8:00 p.m. - JR. and SR. High School 
Laurens Area Community Youth Group at 
First Christian Church

Resurrection of Our Lord Catholic 
Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF

MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass as scheduled in the weekly bulletin
Saturday at 5:00 PM
Sunday at 10:30 AM
Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm at Resurrection

Office: 16 SW 2nd Street, Pocahontas
Office Phone: 712-335-3242 
Residence Phone: 712-335-8065
E-mail: colly@ncn.net
Pastoral Care: Sister Renae Hohensee, 563-552-8666

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Pastor Ed Frank

Wed., Oct. 2: 
Book Club @ 9 a.m.
Crochet Club @ 10 a.m.
Turkey Dinner Planning Committee @ 6 p.m.
Puppet Troop @ 7 p.m.

Thurs., Oct. 3: 
UMW Executive Board meeting @ 5 p.m.
UMW General Meeting @ 6 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 4: 
Men’s Bible Study @ 7 a.m.

Sat., Oct. 5: 
United Methodist Men’s meeting @ 8:00 a.m. 

Sun., Oct. 6:
Adult Sunday School @ 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School (kids) @ 9:10 a.m.
Fellowship Coffee @ 9:30 a.m.
Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Youth Group KICK OFF (Jr. & Sr. High) 
@ 6 p.m. at First Christian Church
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Extension News

Iowa Farm 
Income Appears 
Higher, but Farm 
Values Decline
The “2018 Iowa Farm Costs and 
Returns” analysis is now available, 
and despite a slight increase in net 
farm income last year, farmers saw 
another year of tight margins and 
a decrease in total farm assets and 
net farm worth.
     The average accrual net farm 
income (adjusted for inventory 
changes and accrued expenses) 
increased by 6% in 2018, to 
$58,832.
     “It wasn’t a huge increase in 
income, but at least we didn’t 
see a decline,” said Alejandro 
Plastina, assistant professor and 
extension economist at Iowa State 
University. “However, the rate of 
return on assets remains very low, 
compared to historical averages.”
     The average value of total 
farm assets declined by $147,471 
(6%), and the average value 
of farm net worth declined by 
$121,876 (7%), according to the 
report, which is available in the 
September edition of Ag Decision 
Maker, a monthly newsletter of 
Iowa State University Extension 

and Outreach.
     About 600 farmers provided 
income and expense data for this 
year’s report, which is organized 
through a collaboration of ISU 
Extension and Outreach and the 
Iowa Farm Business Association.
Kent Vickre, state coordinator 
with the Iowa Farm Business 
Association, said the data 
definitely reflects farmers’ struggles 
with profitability.
     “I think there are only so many 
years farmers can kind of borrow 
from their net worth,” Vickre said.
The average debt to asset ratio 
remained stable in 2018, at 24%, 
but is also the highest level since 
2009. The average current asset-
to-debt ratio increased for the first 
time since 2012, to 3.14 in 2018, 
but is still below the 10-year 
average of 4.21.
     In addition to yearly 
comparisons, the report also 
compares farms based on total 
value of gross sales, and by their 
degree of profitability. The report 
was limited to farms with sales of 
$100,000 or more.
     Surprisingly, perhaps, is the 
decline in farm size, with the 
average farm size declining by 21 
acres – the lowest since 2013, to 
an average farm size of 668 acres.
     Vickre said he’s not sure why 
farms may have decreased in 
acreage, unless some operators 

gave up some ground deemed 
unprofitable. He said it’s also 
possible some operators were 
frustrated and did not report their 
full acreage farmed.
     Because the data is delayed 
by one year, the report does not 
contain 2019 information. The 
current year saw severe flooding 
and planting delays that could 
delay harvest and reduce yields.
     Vickre said crop conditions 
vary widely across the state in 
2019, depending on location, and 
if and when a crop was planted.
     Financial assistance will also 
play into the profitability of 2019, 
according to Plastina. Various 
forms of disaster assistance have 
already been made available, and 
farmers are compensating part 
of their trade war losses with the 
Market Facilitation Program.
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Extension News

New Extension 
Forestry 
Specialist Excited 
to Work with 
Iowans
Forests and woodlands may not be 
among the first things that come 
to mind when people think about 
what grows in Iowa.
     But according to Billy Beck, 
newly-named assistant professor 
and extension forestry specialist at 
Iowa State University, forests hold 
more value and potential than 
Iowans often realize.
     “Forests are important for 
many reasons, including water 
quality improvement, wildlife, 
timber and aesthetics, and we need 
to be promoting them more,” 
Beck said.
     Beck began his new role in 
August, after completing his 
Ph.D. at Iowa State in 2018. He 
previously held forestry-related 
jobs in Michigan, Illinois and 
Kansas, and is excited about the 
opportunity to grow and promote 
the value of Iowa’s forestry.
     “I really want Iowans to realize 
that these woodlands are valuable 
to their property, and they’re a 

value to their farming enterprise,” 
he said.
     Beck has been learning about 
the value of forestry since he was 
10. One day, his father told him
about forestry as a major – kind of
out of the blue – but that occasion
led to a path that would become
his education and career.
     Like many students, he at 
first thought forestry careers 
were limited to a forester or park 
ranger. But he soon realized that 
forestry jobs are much more 
diverse, and include such places 
as state and federal government 
agencies, private industry, and 
nonprofits.
     Although the bulk of his work 
is in extension, he also serves as 
an assistant professor and enjoys 
teaching students about the value 
of forestry.
     One of his biggest passions 
is combining the hydrology and 
water quality benefits of trees, 
with the overall benefits of a 
healthy forest. His research shows 
that trees play an important role 
in water quality, whether they’re 
along streams and rivers acting 
as riparian buffers, in a separate 
woodlands, or in urban locations.
     “I want to get forests on 
people’s radar, including their 
value to water quality and 
flooding control, wildlife, and as a 

sustainable source of income,” he 
said.
     One place Beck hopes to meet 
Iowans is at the six upcoming 
forestry field days planned for 
October. These statewide events 
are designed to explain current 
forestry issues, and as a way for 
Iowans to meet and interact with 
forestry experts.
     He looks forward to 
connecting with Iowans – 
including those who may not 
have historically been involved 
with forestry, or considered its 
economic value.
     “When forests aren’t valued, 
they are at so much risk for being 
degraded or being removed. I’ve 
seen it and I want to prevent it,” 
he said.
     Learn more about Iowa 
State’s forestry resources on the 
Natural Resource Ecology and 
Management website. Follow 
Beck on Twitter @ISU_forestry.
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Siouxland 
Agricultural 
Lenders Seminar 
Nov. 7 near 
Orange City
Agricultural lenders will receive 
useful, research-based information 
during the Siouxland Agricultural 
Lender’s Seminar Nov. 7 at The Triple 
Box, near Orange City.
     The seminar will present current 
information to assist lenders and farm 
financial advisers in their portfolio 
management, which is especially 
important in this era of continued 
market variability.
     Lenders who serve agricultural 
clients – especially those who work 
with dairy producers – in Iowa, 
Minnesota, Nebraska and South 
Dakota are encouraged to attend, 
as the seminar will focus on market 
outlooks for livestock, grains and 
dairy, along with the issues of farm 
technology, new record data and 
reporting, plus tax laws affecting 
agriculture.
     “Ag lenders know that price 
risk management continues to be 
a major variable for profitability 
in ag enterprises,” said Fred Hall, 
northwest Iowa dairy specialist with 
Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach. “For that reason, 
understanding the current market 
trends and risks is a necessary part 

of farm management assistance. 
Lenders and consultants working 
with dairymen have the additional 
necessity of understanding a 
complex system of milk marketing, 
labor inputs and federal policy 
implications.”
     Seminar presentations and 
registration. On-site registration 
begins at 8:45 a.m. and the forum 
runs from 9 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. 
The list of nationally recognized 
presenters includes:

• Doug Johnson, Moody’s
Analytics: “Convergence of the Big 
Three in Agriculture: Ag Economy, 
Ag Technology and Ag Experience.”

• Nathan Hulinksy, University of
Minnesota: “Combining FINBIN 
and DHIA Data to Predict 
Expansion Success.”

• Mark Stephenson, University of
Wisconsin-Madison: “Dairy Market 
Outlook.”

• Chad Hart, associate professor
in economics and extension grain 
markets specialist with Iowa State 
University: “Agriculture Market 
Outlook.”

• Tom Thaden, Iowa Farm Business
Association: “Agriculture Tax Law 
Changes.”

• Gary Vande Vegte, CPA, CMA,
Van Bruggen & Vande Vegte CPAs 
and Financial Advisors: “How 
Dairies are Ramping Up Their 
Financial Reporting.”
     The Siouxland Ag Lenders 
Seminar is hosted through a 
partnership between the ISU 
Extension and Outreach Dairy Team, 
Iowa Farm Bureau Federation and 

the Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska and 
South Dakota Bankers Associations.
     “This local seminar has proven 
itself in assisting Siouxland lenders 
and financial advisors with current 
information, which they can use as 
they help producers manage risk,” 
Hall said.
     Registration is $85 for the first 
person from a business, and $60 
for each additional person who has 
registered by Oct. 25. To register, 
use the online registration form  or 
download the flyer with mail-in 
form. After Oct. 25, all registrations, 
including at the door, will be $100 
and will not guarantee lunch. For 
more information, contact Fred Hall 
at 712-737-4230 or fredhall@iastate.
edu.  
     The Triple Box is located at 4758 
Ironwood Ave., Orange City, Iowa.

Extension News

Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.thepapernow.com

100% User 
Generated Content!

Subscribe and 
Submit TODAY!
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Iowa Will Host National 
Extension Ag Agents 
Conference in 2023
The National Association of County Agricultural Agents 
(NACAA), the national governing body that promotes 
the professional status of extension agents and agriculture 
specialists, will hold their Annual Meeting/Professional 
Improvement Conference in Des Moines Aug. 13-17, 
2023. This will be the first time Iowa has hosted the event.
     The Iowa Agricultural Extension Association, the state 
branch of NACAA, made a successful bid to host nearly 
1,000 attendees from across the country. Kapil Arora, bid 
coordinator for the Iowa association, gives credit for the 
selection to the efforts of the team members who delivered 
a comprehensive bid package, the team at Catch Des 
Moines and a video produced by Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach.
     “Iowa is the top agricultural state in the country and 
we have many claims to greatness. The teams involved 
did a fantastic job of helping us bring together state and 
university leaders, as well as our extension agricultural 
agents to showcase the story of Iowa’s greatness,” said Arora.
     As the host state organization, IAEA will be responsible 
for organizing pre-conference professional development 
tours, professional improvement seminars, and commercial 
and educational exhibits. Included in the bid were plans 
for conducting approximately 20 post-conference tours 
to allow attendees to learn different aspects of Iowa’s 
agriculture.
     “In addition to having one central venue for the 
conference and meeting, with places to stay within walking 
distance, we were able to promote the international 
agriculture industries located in Iowa, as well as Des Moines 
area social events, restaurants, recreational opportunities, 
and of course the Iowa State Fair,” Arora said.
     The Iowa association has 101 extension agriculture 
agents and specialist members as active or life members. 
They are ISU Extension and Outreach agents and specialists 
serving all 99 Iowa counties who connect Iowans with Iowa 
State University resources, research and education. Learn 
more about Agriculture and Natural Resources Extension at 
www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/.

Aquatic, Forest and 
Right-of-Way Continuing 
Instruction Course is 
October 16
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 
Pocahontas County office will host an Aquatic, 
Forest and Right-of-Way Continuing Instruction 
Course (CIC) for commercial pesticide applicators 
on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2019. The program provided 
by the ISU Extension and Outreach Pesticide Safety 
Education Program (PSEP) can be seen at office 
locations across Iowa.
     Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. followed by 
sessions from 9 to 11:30 a.m. To register or to obtain 
additional information about the CIC, contact 
Dianne Dirks at the ISU Extension and Outreach 
Pocahontas County office at 712-335-3103.
     The course will provide continuing instruction 
credits for commercial and public pesticide applicators 
certified in categories 2 (Forest Pest Control), 
5 (Aquatic Pest Control), 6 (Right-of-Way Pest 
Control), and 10 (Research and Demonstration). 
Topics to be covered are: recognition of sensitive areas, 
including groundwater and other non-target sites 
and organisms (pollinators) as potentially impacted 
by pesticide applications, drift and runoff; pesticide 
labels; restricted entry intervals and preharvest 
intervals; aquatic weed management; bur oak 
blight treatment; and roadside weed management.  
Additional information and registration forms for this 
and other courses offered through the PSEP Program 
can be accessed at www.extension.iastate.edu/PSEP.

Extension News
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LMPC Minutes

September 24, 2019 

The Utility Board of Trustees of Laurens, Iowa met in regular session at the Municipal Building, 272 N. 
Third Street, Laurens, Iowa, at 11:30 a.m. on the above date.  Present were Trustees Dick Main, Jerry 
Runneberg and Ben Storms.  Also present was General Manager Chad Cleveland. 

Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Storms to approve the agenda for the 
September 24, 2019 regular meeting.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

Motion by Trustee Storms and seconded by Trustee Runneberg to approve the minutes of the August 
30, 2019 Regular Board meeting.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

Motion by Trustee Storms and seconded by Trustee Runneberg to approve the summary of receipts for 
August 2019 in the amount of $385,066.81 and the list of expenses for August 2019 in the amount of 
$319,462.50.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

Summary of Receipts 
A/R Electric  $ 283,070.75 
A/R Communications  $   53,628.45 
Merchandise/Services – Electric $  420.00 
Merchandise/Services – Communications $   96.00 
Carrier Access Fees  $   3,059.51 
Investments – CD Interest  $  7,000.00 
Deposits – Electric  $  1,965.00 
Deposits – Internet  $   376.00 
Deposits – Telephone  $   25.00 
Deposits – Cable TV  $   (30.00) 
Employee Deductions – Overpayment $   72.84 
Marathon – Energy Sales $   11,784.45 
Marathon Loan – Principal Payment  $   1,264.39 
Marathon Loan – Interest Payment  $   319.13 
Refund – Communications   $   0.36 
Tower Lease  $  900.00 
Attachment H Revenues $   20,926.44 
Miscellaneous – Telephone  $   56.00 
Miscellaneous – Cable TV  $   86.36 
Office Supplies – Electric $   30.31 
Insurance Refund – Electric   $  8.60 
Insurance Refund – Internet  $  3.93 
Insurance Refund – Telephone $  2.52 
Insurance Refund – Cable TV $   0.77 
Total Cash Receipts $ 385,066.81 

Electric Receipts $ 326,861.91 
Communications Receipts $   58,204.90 
Total Cash Receipts $ 385,066.81 

List of Expenses 
A & M Laundry Dust Mops & Mats  $   85.28 
AFLAC  Employee Contributions $   245.80 
Alliant Energy  Natural Gas  $  353.37 
Aureon  CALEA/SS7/Switching/Transport $   532.22 
Avesis  Group Vision Insurance $   116.53 
Big 10 Network Programming Fees  $  534.06 
Border States Electric  3-Phase Enclosure/Supplies $   1,293.21 
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Century Link Access  Access & Transport Fees $   563.83 
Century Link Lexcis  Directory Listings $   25.84 
Charger Pride  Advertising – School Calendar $   50.00 
Cleveland, Chad Domain Renewals/Supplies  $   64.84 
Consortia Consulting  Consulting Contract  $  900.00 
Counsel Lanier Copier Support  $   111.08 
Customers  Deposit/Closed Account Refunds $   122.90 
Department of Energy  WAPA Power Bill $  35,435.04 
DGR Engineering Electric Rate Study  $  420.00 
Echo Group  Supplies $   144.06 
Employee Benefit Systems  Self-Funding – Administration $   120.00 
Employee Benefit Systems  Self-Funding – Claims $   2,394.15 
Fox Sports Net North  Programming Fees  $   1,421.58 
Fuchs Construction  Concrete Work $  12,609.00 
HCP Splicing Services Laurens Equipment Fiber Project $  1,147.25 
Hearst Television Programming Fees  $   1,194.75 
ICMA RC Employee Contributions $  800.00 
Iconnectiv Local Number Portability $   19.57 
Internal Revenue Service Payroll Taxes  $   8,027.21 
Iowa Department of Revenue  Sales Tax $   6,779.00 
Iowa Department of Revenue  State Withholding $   1,474.00 
Iowa Public Employees Retirement System  IPERS Contributions  $   5,232.93 
Iowa Utilities Board  Assessment  $   19.40 
KTIV-TV Programming Fees  $  764.50 
Laurens, City of Utility Billing  $   95,848.43 
Laurens Food Pride  Supplies $   56.38 
Laurens House of Print Paper  $   48.15 
Laurens Municipal Power & Communications Communications Bill  $  165.96 
Laurens Municipal Utilities  Utility Bill $   236.30 
Laurens Plumbing Supplies $   232.97 
Laurens State Bank  Service Charges $   29.82 
Laurens Sun  Publications/Advertising $   238.11 
Long Lines  Communication Services $   9,681.24 
Merchant Bankcard  Credit Card Processing Fees  $   721.25 
MidAmerican Energy  Neal 4 Operations $   33,000.00 
My Laurens Inc. Advertising  $   75.00 
National Cable Television Cooperative Cable TV Equipment  $   2,741.12 
Nehring, Angie Employee Contribution Refund $   72.84 
Nexstar Broadcasting  Programming Fees  $  1,357.00 
NIMECA Power Bill $   7,281.93 
Oakhill Consulting Laurens Equipment Fiber Project $   330.00 
Office Elements Office Supplies $   105.07 
Payroll  Salaried, Hourly & Overtime  $   23,499.16 
Pop Media Programming Fees  $   51.00 
Pro Cooperative Fuel  $  318.60 
R & D Industries Network Support $  829.00 
Sonksen, Karla Supplies $   25.74 
Spencer Municipal Utilities  Transport Fees $   1,590.37 
Tower Distribution Company  Programming Fees  $   1,014.80 
TSB, Inc. Contract Labor/System Sweep $  24,830.72 
US Bank Office 365/Printer/TiVo Box  $   1,688.98 
Verizon Wireless Phone Service $  219.32 
Zcorum Cable Modem Provisioning  $  784.98 
Ziegler, Inc.  Generators Annual Maintenance $  29,436.86 

Total Expenses $   319,462.50 

LMPC Minutes
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Electric Expenses  $   279,980.15 
Communications Expenses $     39,482.35 
Total Expenses  $   319,462.50 

The Trustees reviewed the Utility Funds Report, Balance Sheet and Income Statement for August 
2019.  Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Storms authorizing the Investment 
Committee to purchase a $150,000 CD.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

Discussion was held on the Electric Rate Study that DGR Engineering is working on.  The Board 
addressed some questions from DGR Engineering.  No specific action was taken. 

Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Storms to accept the proposal from 
Pocahontas Ford to purchase a 2020 F250 Extended Cab Truck by trading in the Ford Transit Van plus 
$20,000.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

Motion by Trustee Storms and seconded by Trustee Runneberg to approve the Corporate Authorization 
Resolution for Laurens State Bank.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

There being no further business, on motion and vote, the meeting adjourned at 2:40 p.m. 

Richard Main  
Chairman, Board of Trustees 

ATTEST: Chad Cleveland 
Secretary, Board of Trustees 

LMPC Minutes




