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Local News

Paige Potter is 
Inducted Into 
Morningside College 
Circle of National 
Leadership Honor 
Society 
Morningside College student Paige Potter, 
daughter of Monty and Julie Potter of 
Laurens, Iowa, was recently inducted into the 
Morningside College circle of Omicron Delta 
Kappa (ODK).
     Potter is a graduate of Laurens-Marathon 
High School.
     ODK is a national leadership honor 
society that recognizes and encourages 
superior scholarship, leadership and exemplary 
character. The ODK circle at Morningside 
College is in charge of the Into the Streets 
campuswide service day, a faculty appreciation 
dinner, a dean's list recognition reception and 
the honors convocation.
     Morningside College is a small, private 
college in Sioux City, Iowa, that offers students 
the opportunity to earn a bachelor's degree 
in a variety of disciplines, or a master's degree 
in education. For more information about 
Morningside College, visit the college's website 
at www.morningside.edu.

More Bricks to be Engraved at 
Memory Lane!
Kelly Gordon, of Written in Stone and Glass, will be engraving bricks on site 
at Memory Lane on June 1. If you haven’t turned in your brick order form 
yet, there is still time. Contact Peggy Milton, 841-4645, peggymilton1951@
hotmail.com, to get your brick order form. The brick order forms must be 
received by May 29 so the stencils can be made in order for the bricks to be 
engraved on June 1. Spread the word to those you think may be interested. 
This will not be the last time Kelly will be engraving bricks in the park, but 
it may be some time before he engraves again—depending on the number 
of brick orders received. So if you want to have your brick in the path this 
summer, please turn in your order form as soon as possible. Feel free to come 
watch and also check out Memory Lane! Thank you!

Click Here for Brick Order Form!

http://www.thepapernow.com/brickorderform.pdf
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L-M Celebrates 
Teacher 
Apprecitaion 
Week
Laurens-Marathon teachers and staff 
celebrated Teacher Appreciation 
Week May 6-10 with a breakfast 
Tuesday morning. Susan Oehlertz 
was honored for teaching at L-M for 
20 years. She is shown here receiving 
her plaque from Laurens-Marathon 
Education Association president 
Mike Ehn. Congratulations, Mrs. 
Oehlertz!

Johnson Graduates
Evan C. Johnson graduated from 
Iowa Central Community College on 
Saturday, May 11th with an Associate 
of Applied Science in Criminal 
Justice degree.  Evan plans to attend 
Buena Vista University this fall to 
complete his Bachelors in Criminal 
Justice.  Congrats, Evan!

Bringleson Receives MCEC Scholarship
Support of the American Public School 
System has been a cardinal teaching 
of the Masonic Fraternity from its 
very inception. To refl ect this belief, 
Brother Francis Spencer established the 
“Mark Earl and Esther Ruther Spencer 
Technical Scholarship” endowment fund, 
governed by our Masonic Charitable 
Education Corp. (MCEC)
     This is the third year that Iowa 
Masons have presented MCEC 
scholarships to graduates of Iowa’s public 
high schools. These special Scholarships 
are for students who desire to become 
skilled with a basic trade. Thanks to 
brother Spencer, this year, each of the 20 
recipients from over 90 applicants, will 
receive scholarships in the amount of 
$1,250 in July.
     Laurens-Marathon student and 2013 
graduate Devon Bringleson has been 
selected to receive one of the 20 scholarhips. Devon is the son of Frank and Sue 
Bringleson of Curlew.
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Purchase Your Pink 
Bracelets to Support 

Amy (Gustafson) Hannan in her 
Fight Against Breast Cancer!

All Proceeds Go to Amy!
Find Them at Many Local Businesses 

or Contact Julie Wurr or Amanda Tendal

Thanks to the following local businesses for your support of this project:
 The Paper
 Heart ‘n Home
   

Woodley Insurance
Jayne’s Headquarters
Alexander Law Firm

$3$3

Laurens Plumbing
Cuts to Dye For
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The Laurens-Marathon 
Community School has the 

following positions available:

SUMMER 2013
• Asst. Varsity Baseball Coach

• 2013-2014 Various JH-Varsity Positions

SUMMER 2014
• Head Varsity Softball Coach

2013-2014
• H.S. English Teacher

• Buildings & Grounds/Transportation Director
Background in construction trades, CDL Bus License 

Required, Min. Salary 40K plus benefits

Laurens-Marathon Community School
300 W. Garfield St. | Laurens, IA 50554

(712) 841-5000

Thank You! 
The family of Carl Brown would like to thank everyone 
for their kind words, cards, fl owers, memorials and also the 
food that was given to us at the time of Carl’s death. Your 
thoughts and prayers  were sincerely appreciated. 

Lois Brown & Family

Thank You! 
Thanks for all the kind words and cards given to me and 
my family at the death of my mother, Verna Miller. 
     We are blessed to have such caring and loving friends 
and family.

Susan Bringleson

Welcome Keith 
Van Beek
Dr. Bieri and Dr. Christensen would 
like to welcome Keith Van Beek from 
Sheldon, IA as their preceptor for the 
month of May. He is the grandson 
of Marilyn Mather and son of Steve 
and Kathleen (Mather) Van Beek. 
Keith is a senior dental student at 
the University of Iowa College of 
Dentistry and will graduate on June 
7th.

Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.thepapernow.com

100% User 
Generated Content!

Subscribe and 
Submit TODAY!
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May 15 - 
23 days 

until Relay

Dan Wardell Visits the Library!
IPTV’s Dan Wardell came to host a story time at the Laurens Public Library last Wednesday when L-M School had a late 
start.  87 of Dan’s fans showed up for the show!  He stressed how important it is for kids to “Shut off the TV.  Go outside 
and play.  Use your imagination and read lots of books!”  Since Clifford, the Big Red Dog turns 50 this year, he read us the 
very fi rst Clifford book, then an interactive “Over in the Garden” and fi nished off with the Classic “Green Eggs and Ham” 
which he invited the kids to help in fi nishing the phrases.  Dan gave each kid in attendance a shield (aka a Frisbee!) Then we 
walked the kids up to school so they could start their school day!
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Thinking About Building a Grain Bin?
If you’re planning to build or move a grain bin, either on your property or for someone else, you need to be 
familiar with Iowa’s law on required distances from overhead electric lines. This law was put in place to provide 
protection from the hazard of contacting overhead electric lines to anyone working around grain bins with 
augers, elevators, or other 
equipment.
     The drawings to the right 
show the specifi c clearance 
requirements related to 
permanently installed augers 
and portable augers. There must 
be at least 18 feet between the 
top of any grain bin and any 
overhead electric lines. These 
distances were developed by the 
American National Standards 
Institute and can be found in 
the 2007 “National Electrical 
Safety Code,” Rule 234F.
     As your electric service 
provider, we’re responsible for 
ensuring that these 
specifi cations are met. In fact, in 
any situation where 
minimum clearance 
requirements are not observed, 
the utility may refuse electric 
service.
     So if a new grain bin is on 
your list of projects, please give 
us a call. We will work with you 
in developing a site plan for 
your project.

Fig 234-4(b) Clearance Envelope for Grain Bins Filled
by Portable Augers, Conveyors, or Elevators

Fig. 234-4(a)
Clearance Envelope for Grain Bins
Filled by Permanently Installed Au-

gers, Conveyors, or Elevators

P = probe clearance 5.5m (18 ft.)
H = horizontal clearance 4.6m (15 ft.)
T = transition clearance
V1= vertical clearance above a

building required by Rule 234C
(Table 234-1)

V2= vertical clearance
P = probe clearance 5.5m (18 ft.)
H = horizontal clearance 4.6m (15 ft.)
T = transition clearance
V1= vertical clearance above a

building required by Rule 234C
(Table 234-1)

V2= vertical clearance
above land required
by Rule 232C (Table 232-1
or 232-2)

Our #1 priority is
providing you with safe
and reliable electric
service.

Grain Bin
Clearance
Guidelines
Source: National Electrical Safety
Code (p.114-120), American National
Standards Institute (ANSI C2-2007).

This safety message 
brought to you by...

Fig 234-4(b) Clearance Envelope for Grain Bins Filled
by Portable Augers, Conveyors, or Elevators

Fig. 234-4(a)
Clearance Envelope for Grain Bins

Filled by Permanently Installed
Augers, Conveyors, or Elevators

P = probe clearance 5.5m (18 ft.)
H = horizontal clearance 4.6m (15 ft.)
T = transition clearance
V1= vertical clearance above a

building required by Rule 234C
(Table 234-1)

V2= vertical clearance
above land required
by Rule 232C (Table 232-1
or 232-2)

Our #1 priority is
providing you with safe
and reliable electric
service.

Grain Bin
Clearance
Guidelines
Source: National Electrical Safety
Code (p.114-120), American National
Standards Institute (ANSI C2-2007).
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Local & School 
Calendar
May 16 - Fine Arts Banquet at 
7:00 p.m.; State Co-Ed Track in 
Des Moines.

May 17 - Last day of classes for 
Seniors; State Co-Ed Track in Des 
Moines; L-M May Term begins.

May 19 - Graduation Ceremonies 
for the Class of 2014 at 2:00 p.m. 
in the Old Gym.

May 20 - Elementary Track Meet 
for Ktgn.-5th Grades at 1:00 
p.m. (Raindate will be May 21); 
Laurens City Council will meet at 
5:00 p.m. at City Hall; Curbside 
Recycling-be sure to have your 
recyclables to the curb early.

May 21 - Elementary Track 
Meet Rain Date; Softball with 
Humboldt at Laurens at 5:30 
p.m., JV & V; Baseball with 
Okoboji at Milford at 5:30 p.m., 
JV & V.

May 23 - Baseball with 
Emmetsburg at Emmetsburg at 
5:30 p.m., JV & V.

Thank You!
I would like to give a big thanks 
to Laurens Town & Country 
Floral for the lovely metal butterfl y 
sculpture that I won in their 
spring Open House drawing. I will 
really enjoy it!

Pat Boughey

Senator 
Grassley to be in 
Pocahontas
Senator Grassley will be holding a 
town meeting in the Community 
Room of the Pocahontas Public 
Library at 14 2nd Avenue 
Northwest in Pocahontas on 
Wednesday, May 29. The meeting 
will be from 3:15-4:15 p.m. 

Talent Show 
as Part of 
Threshermen’s 
Show
Talented musicians and vocalists 
are encouraged to enter the talent 
show and contest during the 
Threshermen & Collectors Show. 
The 43rd annual show, located 
near Albert City will be August 
9-11. The talent show will start 
at 2 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 10. 
There is no entry fee and all ages 
and types of entertainment are 
welcome. There will be three age 
groups: 18 and over with $400 
for fi rst place; $150 for second 
place and $50 for a third place 
prize; age 12 to 17 with prizes of 
$200, $75 and $25; and age 11 
and under with prizes of $100, 
$40 and $20. Anyone interested 
in participating should contact 
the show offi ce at 712-843-2076. 
Contestants will be limited to 
performing one selection with a 
maximum time of fi ve minutes.
     This year’s show is featuring 
International Harvester and 
hosting the Iowa Chapter 5 IH 
Collectors. 
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Marathon Fire Department Marathon Fire Department 
Pancake BreakfastPancake Breakfast

Have a full house of family Have a full house of family 
home for graduation? home for graduation? 

Let us feed them!Let us feed them!

Sunday, May 19Sunday, May 19thth

Serving from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.Serving from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Serving pancakes, scrambled eggs, Serving pancakes, scrambled eggs, 
biscuits and gravy, sausage, hash-biscuits and gravy, sausage, hash-

browns, coffee, juice and milkbrowns, coffee, juice and milk

          

Free Will DonationFree Will Donation

Memorial Day 
 Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser 

Monday, May 27th 
8:00 a.m — 12:30 p.m. 

Memorial Day 
 Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser 

Monday, May 27th 
8:00 a.m — 12:30 p.m. 

(Suggested Donation:  Adults—$5.00; Kids—$2.00; Under 3—eat free) 

Alber t  City  
Held at: Sponsored by:  

Albert City Ev. Free Church 
212 Flower Street 

Albert City, IA 

A

Laurens Churches 
Form Community 
Youth Group 
Over the past few months, a conversation 
has been circulating among the churches 
of Laurens.  It’s not about differences in 
theology or sacrament.  Instead, it’s about 
how to better serve the pre-teen and 
teenage students of our community.
     The result is the formation of the fi rst 
Community Youth Group that the city has 
ever seen.  In a partnership amongst the 
majority of the congregations, a newly-
formed Youth Committee has begun 
dreaming and planning for this new 
project, which will launch in September of 
this year.
     “I think that this is really what doing 
God’s work is all about.  We’re looking 
past the denominational lines that separate 
us from time to time and we are coming 
together to rally around one common 
purpose: providing our students with a 
space in which they can regularly encounter 
God…and have some fun while they do 
it,” said Pastor Tyler Whipkey of the First 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
     While some details remain to be 
fi nalized, the group is hopeful that they will 
be able to hire a part-time Youth Director.  
When asked about the position of Youth 
Director, Whipkey’s reply was, “We really 
would like to fi nd someone locally to fi ll 
this spot if we can.  We are looking for 
someone with a passion for youth, someone 
grounded in their faith, and someone who 
doesn’t have a problem working across 
denominational lines.”
     If you, or anyone you know, might fi t 
this description of a qualifi ed candidate, 
please reach out to Pastor Tyler Whipkey.
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Check Out this Week’s Ad 
by Clicking the Link Below!

Weekly Ad

Laurens, IA

Phone: (712) 841-4513
Store Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

JH Design Bridal Registry
Grace Christensen & Tyler Smith

Showers - May 4 in Albert City & June 8 in Laurens
Wedding - August 2

Kelsey Kocher & Dean Mather
Wedding -June 8                         Reception - June 22

Classifi eds & Advertising

For Sale

Announcements

For Sale: 2003 Yamaha V-Star 
1100cc. 10,636 miles. Great 
condition. For more pics and info 
look up Item #121103895189 on 
ebay.

Help Wanted

HELP WANTED: Part time 
Children’s Librarian. One Saturday 
a month and some evening hours 
required.  Application on our website 
or at the Laurens Public Library.

Laurens Golf & Coutry Club 
special for Thursday, May 16 will 
be homemade meatloaf with baked 
potato and baked beans. Public 
welcome!  

http://adimages.nashfinch.com/storead.php?store=LAU
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use.  Any commercial use of copyrighted materials 
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may not modify copy, create derivative works, 

reproduce, republish, transmit, sell, or distribute in any 
manner or medium (including by email or other 

electronic means) any material from The Paper or our 
websites for commercial purposes.  You may not use 
The Paper or materials available on our websites, in a 
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reproduce or distribute materials from The Paper, please 
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Card Shower 
Honoring Dorothy 
Sandvig
Dorothy Sandvig will celebrate her 
85th birthday on May 26, 2013.  
Her family requests a card shower in 
her honor.  Cards can reach her at 
305 Nelson St., Laurens, IA 50554.

New Arrival
Heath and Shaylyn DeYoung are pleased to announce the arrival of their son, 
Keegan William DeYoung!
     Keegan arrived on April 22, 2013. He weighed 8lb, 1oz and measured 20.5 
inches.
     Keegan was welcomed home by big brother Josiah and big sisters Caitlyn and 
Adelyn.
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At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
May 15, 2013  
 
Well, we jumped into our library 
reset.  To make better use of our 
space, we decided to fl ip the adult 
fi ction and nonfi ction sections.  For 
some reason I had in my head that 
if we all worked at it, we could get 
it done in an evening.  Boy, was I 
wrong! We worked for about 4 hours 
and I estimate we got about a third 
of it done. So now we are plugging 
away at it during our regular hours.  
We’ve got our system down pretty 
good (now that I remembered just 
how handy those super sliders are!) 
and my expectations are a bit more 
realistic.  I added it up and we will be 
moving a total of 13,194 books. Not 
only that, but the shelves themselves 
all have to be moved up or down 
to accommodate the size of books 
that will now be living on them.  
My hope is that by the time you are 
reading this, we will be fi nished, but 
we’ll see how that goes.  Come check 
out our changes.  Feel free to laugh 
at us when we lead you to the wrong 
section for a book – there’s going to 
be quite a period of retraining all of 
our brains!
     Here’s what’s new in our DVD 
department; some are new releases 
and a couple are replacements of 
worn out favorites! Guilt Trip, 
A Monster in Paris, It’s the Great 
Pumpkin, Charlie Brown, Ring the 
Bell, Charlie St. Cloud, and Matilda. 
Just one nonfi ction book; Plan D: 

How to lose weight and beat Diabetes 
by Sherri Shepard.  In fi ction we 
received: Pirate Alley by Stephen 
Koonts, Step of Faith by Richard 
Paul Evans, Orphan Master's Son by 
Adam Johnson, The Ophelia Cut by 
John Lescroart and Silken Prey by 
John Sanford. It seems like we got 
more than that – I wonder if there’s a 
packing list hiding on my desk?!
     May’s Book Club choice is 
“Caleb’s Crossing” by Geraldine 
Brooks.  This historical novel was 
inspired by the true story of Caleb, 
the fi rst Native American to graduate 
from Harvard College. I better grab 
a copy and get started before this 
sneaks up on me!  We’ve got plenty 
books, so pick one up and join our 
discussion. Because of the Memorial 
Day holiday, will be meeting on 
Tuesday, May 28th at 7 p.m. 

Stop at the Library & 
Check it Out!

Every Monday that LM has school @ 
10 a.m. - Tot Time 
May 16 at 10 a.m. - Building Futures 
Play Group (3rd Thursday)
May 20 at 7 p.m. - Writers Free for 
All (3rd Monday)
May 25 & 27 CLOSED for 
Memorial Day
Tuesday, May 28 at 7 p.m. - Book 
Club “Caleb’s Crossing” (usually the 
4th Monday)

Programs for 
Families
Community & Families of Iowa 
covers Pocahontas county and 
offers three programs geared toward 
assisting parents and children.  Crisis 
Cildcare Service, In-home Parent 
Training, and Play Groups are 
offered at no cost to families.  Please 
call Maria Weydert at 515-571-4271 
to learn more.

Women’s Club 
to Present “An 
Afternoon of 
Music”
The Laurens Women's Club, in 
support of the American Cancer 
Society, will present "An Afternoon 
of Music" on Wed., May 22 from 
3 - 5 pm. at the home of Ruth 
Steinkoenig, 316 East Garfi eld, 
Laurens, Iowa.  This is an 
opportunity to hear local musicians, 
participate in a sing-along, enjoy a 
snack or two and contribute toward 
cancer research.  Open to the public 
- a great way to spend an afternoon.  
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Pocahontas  
Catholic School

Tuition assistance is available to all, based on need.

305 SW 3rd Street 
Pocahontas, IA 50574 

712-335-3603 
www.pokycatholic.org

OLSON-BIERI-CHRISTENSEN
D.D.S., P.C.

Linda Olson Bieri, D.D.S.
Steven Christensen, D.D.S.

P.O. Box 124•111 west main•Laurens, IA 50554
(712) 841-4930•fax (712) 841-4720•toll free (877) 849-1756

Satellite office
p.o. box 509•1724 hill ave•suite 100•spirit lake, ia 51360

(712) 336-9111
www.bieri-christensen-dds.com

Brown Ag Sales

Kristy Mather, C.P.A.
15204 450th St.

Laurens, IA 50554
Business Phone: (712) 845-2311

Fax: (712) 845-2311
E-mail: bo omln@ncn.net

The Bottom LineThe Bottom Line
Tax & Accounting ServicesTax & Accounting Services

•INTERNET ACCESS
•NON-SMOKING
•AIR CONDITIONED
•CABLE TV
•MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED

Lodge Inn Laurens
“Your Home Away From Home”

Reservations
Jayne Woodin   712.450.2411 www.lodgeinnlaurens.com

Jolliffe & Co.
Professional Tax & 

Accounting Services

101 South Third St.
P.O. Box 126
Laurens, IA 50554
Phone: (712) 841-2671
Fax: (712) 841-2673

1207 Hwy. 59 North
P.O. Box 438

Cherokee, IA 51012
Phone: (712) 225-6403

Fax: (712) 225-6404
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Church 

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Wed., May 15th  
Book Club @ 10 a.m. at Virginia 
Otto’s home

Thurs., May 16th  
Rachel Circle @ 9:15 a.m. in the 
Wesley Rm
Dorcas Circle @ 2 p.m. at Home-
stead

Fri., May 17th    
Men’s Bible Study @ 7 a.m.

Sat., May 18th    
Devon Bringleson’s Graduation 
Reception here from 2-4:30 p.m.

Sun., May 19th    
NO Sunday School
Fellowship @ 9:30 a.m.
Worship @ 10:30 a.m.

Mon., May  20th   
Experiencing God Bible Study 
@ 6 p.m.

Wednesday, May 15, 2013
7:30PM ~ Baccalaureate at First 
Christian Church 

Thursday, May 16, 2013 
9:00AM ~ Morning Circle at Carol 
Schmidt’s home
2:00PM ~ Afternoon Circle 

Sunday, May 19, 2013
Day of Pentecost (wear RED)
9:15AM ~ Graduation Reception 
during Coffee Fellowship 
9:30AM ~ Adult Sunday School 
10:30AM ~ Worship w/Communion 
& Recognition of Graduates 

Wednesday, May 22, 2013 
7:00PM ~ VBS Steering Committee 
Mtg.

Worship, Love, 
Accept~Together in Christ’s 

Name

Sacred Heart 
Church Laurens
Clustered w/ St. 
Joseph Church - 
Sioux Rapids
Weekday Mass: Friday 8 AM
Weekend Mass: Saturday 5 PM 
(March - June)

Cluster Parishes
St. Joseph Catholic, Sioux Rapids
Weekday Mass: (Monday & 
Wednesday) 8:00 AM 
Weekend Mass: Sunday 10:30 AM

St. Louis Catholic, Royal
Weekday Mass: (Tuesday & 
Thursday) 8:00 AM
Weekend Mass: Sunday 8:30 AM 

This Week at First Christian Church
Wednesday, May 15   
1:00 p.m. - Willing Workers   
7:30 p.m. - L-M Baccalaureate 

Sunday, May 19 
10:30 a.m. - Worship   
10:45 a.m. - Children’s Church     
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Pocahontas County 
ISU Extension 
& Outreach 
Babysitting Class
 
Pocahontas County Extension and 
Outreach will offer a babysitting class 
for 5th and 6th grade students.  The 
Babysitting class will be held on 
May 21 and 23 in the Lunchroom at the 
Pocahontas Area Community Elementary 
School from 3:30-4:45.
     Please pre-register by calling the 
Pocahontas County Extension and 
Outreach at 335-3103.  A fee of $5.00 to 
cover materials and snacks will be charged.  
The fee may be brought the fi rst day of 
class.

2013 Pocahontas 
County 4-H Fair 
All 4-H members must have their 
livestock identifi ed no later than 
May 15 to exhibit at the 2013 
Pocahontas County Fair.  All livestock 
fees are due no later than June 21.  The 
2013 Pocahontas County Fair Book is 
online at www.extension.iastate.edu/
pocahontas.  No paper copies will be 
mailed this year.  If you need a paper 
copy, you may pick one up at the 
Pocahontas County ISU Extension & 
Outreach Offi ce during normal business 
hours (M-F 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.)  4-H 
families are encouraged to read the fair 
book and if they have any questions, 
please contact the Pocahontas County 
ISUEO before the fair begins to clarify 
any questions you might have.  712-
335-3103.

Pocahontas County Extension & 
Outreach Hosted Spring Weather 
Cropping Concerns Meeting
ISU Extension and Outreach Field Agronomist, Mark Johnson, provided research based 
information for farmers including those that had corn already planted. Topics included 
were: planting dates, cold temperatures, wet soil and compaction, not the time to switch 
hybrids, nitrogen activity, and evaluation of alfalfa stands.
 

Extension Publication Tells When to 
Plant Vegetables
 
Iowa gardeners can learn when to plant vegetables in their gardens by checking Planting 
and Harvesting Times for Garden Vegetables (PM 534), an Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach publication.
     Planting times listed in the publication, written by Richard Jauron, ISU Extension 
horticulturist, are for gardeners in central Iowa. Southern Iowans should plant one week 
earlier, and northern Iowans should wait a week to begin planting. The publication also 
lists the last practical date to plant many vegetables.
     To download the publication, visit the Extension Online Store, https://store.
extension.iastate.edu/.
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Yard and Garden: 
Daffodils
 
The emergence of 
daffodils is one of 
the fi rst signs of 
spring – along with 
crocuses, tulips 
and other spring-
fl owering bulbs. 
Horticulturists 
with Iowa State 
University 
Extension and 
Outreach explain 
the plant care needed to encourage 
blooms. To have additional 
questions answered, contact the 
Iowa State Hortline at hortline@
iastate.edu or 515-294-3108.
     My daffodils produce foliage 
in spring, but no longer bloom. 
Why? If the daffodils aren’t 
blooming, the plants weren’t able 
to store enough food in their bulbs 
in the previous year. Daffodil 
foliage typically persists for four to 
six weeks after blooming. During 
this period, the daffodil foliage is 
manufacturing food. Much of the 
food is transported down to the 
bulbs. In order to bloom, daffodils 
must store adequate levels of food 
in their bulbs. Cutting off the 
foliage before it has died back 
naturally may prevent the plants 
from storing adequate food in the 

bulbs. Allow the daffodil foliage to 
die completely before 
removing it. Plants 
in partial shade in 
May and June may 
not be able to store 
enough food in their 
bulbs because of 
insuffi cient sunlight. 
Dig up daffodils 
growing in partial 
shade when the 
foliage has died 
back and plant the 
bulbs in a location 
that receives at least 

six hours of direct sun per day. 
If given good care and favorable 
growing conditions, weak (non-
blooming) daffodils can be 
encouraged to fl ower again.
     Should I tie or braid the 
daffodil leaves after the daffodils 
are done blooming? Daffodil 
foliage tends to get fl oppy and 
look a little unruly. However, it’s 
best to leave the foliage alone and 
not tie or braid the leaves. The 
daffodil foliage manufactures food 
for the plant. Adequate amounts 
of food must be stored in the 
bulbs in order for the daffodils to 
bloom the following spring. Tying 
the leaves together with rubber 
bands or braiding the foliage 
reduces the leaf area exposed to 
sunlight. As a result, the leaves 
manufacture smaller amounts of 

food. Plus, tying or braiding the 
foliage is a time-consuming chore.
     When can I remove daffodil 
foliage? Daffodil foliage should 
not be removed until it has turned 
brown and died. The length of 
time it takes the foliage to die 
back depends on bulb type, 
weather and other factors. The 
foliage of daffodils usually doesn’t 
die back until late June or early 
July. The foliage of daffodils and 
other spring-fl owering bulbs is 
performing a vital function. It 
is manufacturing food for the 
underground bulbs. Premature 
removal of the plant foliage 
reduces plant vigor and bulb size, 
resulting in fewer fl owers next 
spring. After the foliage has turned 
brown, it can be safely cut off at 
ground level and discarded.
     When can I move daffodil 
bulbs? Daffodils can be dug 
up and replanted as soon as the 
foliage dies back (turns brown) in 
early summer. Daffodils can also 
be dug up and replanted in fall 
(October). If you would like to 
move daffodil bulbs in fall, mark 
the site when the foliage is present 
so the bulbs can be located in 
October. Daffodils perform best 
when planted in a well-drained 
soil in full sun.
 


