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Eclipse Viewing Party at the Library
Over 100 viewers gathered at the Laurens Public Library to watch the “American Eclipse” on August 21st. It started out
rainy, so the projector & screen were set up inside with NASA’s live stream events. About noon, the clouds parted and
allowed the first glimpse of the eclipse. As lawn chairs were set up on the library lawn, the clouds covered the sun again.
Families, neighbors, and friends chatted and waited for Mother Nature to allow another view. She teased for a while, but as
the eclipse neared our 92% totality, around 1:00, the clouds moved away from the Sun enough for clear viewing. Changes
in shadows, about a seven degree drop in temperature, and a general darkening were noted at the time of totality. As the
Moon began to recede from the Sun, the rain clouds again rolled in and the crowd thinned and returned home. By 2:30 the
clouds opened and dropped a reported 2 inches in Laurens.

Morgan & Cameron Leith with their friend Emma Olson
during totality.
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We're Just
a Barrel of
Monkeys and I'm
One of Them
Written by: Ruth Steinkoenig

We've all heard the term, “more fun
than a barrel of monkeys.” Well, I
suppose we could have more fun if
we realized that we're all included
in this so-called barrel of monkeys
and try to get along with each other
and try to create unity. Strange
topic to write about, you are
thinking. Stick with me and see if
you don't see the logic in this silly
comparison. Read on.
Because of Tom's band,
“Sentimental Swing,” we find
ourselves traveling around the state
quite often and observing many
interesting thoughts to tickle our
brains with. We thought we retired

years ago, however, music always
wins out and we find that we still
have a few more notes to play or
sing, so the journey continues on.
But like many of you, retirement
only means that you have more
time to keep busier than you did
before retirement.
Something that I have always
noticed from our big band days
in Denver, as well as our travels
around Iowa with the band, is that
when people from all walks of life
find themselves on the dance floor,
they all fit into the same category.
In Denver, we had a dance club
that played often in a beautiful
old Viennese-style ballroom. As
we watched people come through
the door, we welcomed them and
were equally glad to see them all.
We got to know these people well
and soon found that within this
diverse group, there were several
commercial airline pilots, a taxi
cab driver, an atomic physicist, a
janitor, a policeman, a television
anchorman, many dance
instructors, an insurance
agent, a security man,
and others from every
walk of life, all of whom
came to our dances
with lovely wives on
their arms. There was
no question of equality
or importance as we
watched them waltz
gracefully around the
room, all dressed in their

Sunday best. They were all one
with no thought of climbing the
social or financial ladder.
Now, since we moved to Iowa
and have started another band, with
our observant eyes open, we again
meet the most interesting people
who love to share their lives with
us as we visit during intermission
times. We find people from all
walks of life, including a multitude
of farmers, firemen, teachers, old,
young, rich, poor and everyone in
between. We love watching people
at the famous old Surf Ballroom
in Clear Lake, which I must admit
caters to an older crowd, who fill
the ballroom to capacity every
Sunday evening during the summer
months. These people have so
many stories to tell us, all of which
include the price of corn from the
farmers to the college professors
who proudly guide the students
of tomorrow. On the other end
of the spectrum, we truly love
playing at Iowa State University
in Ames, Iowa, each fall when the
Sophomores host a dance for the
incoming Freshmen, which attracts
a crowd of 600-700 jitterbugger’s
who dance non-stop for four hours.
They, too, are from all walks of life
as they begin their education in
search of a chosen career. We see
young kids straight from the farm
who are embarking on agriculture
careers as well the wanna-be
engineers who will study in their

...continued to page 3...
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...continued from page 2...
chosen fields of technology. They
all have their opinions of the world
they have grown up in, but as they
unite in the college atmosphere,
they are all one searching for how
they can impact the world with
their on-going education.
The point of all this seems so
simple, but evidently is so difficult.
Our dancers all become one as they
become friends regardless of their
professions, color, ethnicity. In
fact, they don't even know or care
about where these people come
from or their financial state. They
have all just united as one to have
a great time and enjoy the evening.
The dancers show great respect for
the expertise of the band and in
turn the band shows their gratitude
in being hired and enjoyed by the
people who come for an evening
of pure enjoyment, away from the
cares of the world. The blending
of sounds, movement, rhythms
and smiles all lend themselves well
to the tone of the evening. It is
a win-win situation for both. As
Tom always tells the audience, “we
couldn't do this without you.”
Does this smell like unity?
My question is, why can't we,
as a nation, forget our differences
in politics and nationality, in
addition to other stumbling blocks
and become respectful of one
another and our leaders. Lest I
become arrogant and find myself
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pointing my finger at others, I must
remember that it starts with me.
And there is another component
that we sometimes forget as I will
describe in the next paragraph.
As my husband, the band leader
and teacher, told one of his students
recently (who was showing signs
of disrespect), “I would like you to
look up the word RESPECT and
act accordingly before you come
back for another lesson.” Maybe
we should all realize that we are all
in this world together, treat each
other respectfully, cognizant that
we are all different and not come
back until we are ready to do our
part. In other words, we are just
a bunch of monkeys who need to
figure out how to live peacefully in
the same barrel. We probably are
just as entertaining as that barrel
of monkeys, of which we might be
one of the stars, but I bet we would
truly have more fun than a barrel of
monkeys if we viewed ourselves as
such and worked to get along with
each other out of respect, love and
unity. Oh, I remember another
line that I grew up with, which is
“monkey see, monkey do.” How
about it?
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Countdown
to Sac County
Quilt-A-Fair
Now that the 2017 blue ribbon Sac
County Fair and the record-breaking
Iowa State Fair have been completed,
area families have another fair to
anticipate. The Sac County Quilt-A-Fair
will take place on September 23-24 at
the beautiful Sac County Fair Grounds.
Two buildings on the grounds will be
transformed with over 300 colorful
quilts. Included in the works of art on
display will be a quilt made by Miss
Allison Kolbe of Sac City, which won an
“Outstanding” ribbon at the State Fair!
In addition to the main attraction, there
will be several other family-friendly
activities for visitors to enjoy.
The Sac County Quilt-A-Fair was
first held in 2007 with the theme,
“Barns and Quilts”. The show was
organized not only to help promote the
Sac County Barn Quilts, but also to help
provide maintenance funds to keep the
quilt blocks looking great. Visitors to
the Quilt-A-Fair are encouraged to pick
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up a map and take a tour around the
fair grounds and Sac County to see these
giant quilt blocks decorating historic
barns and corn cribs in the county.
“There will be something of interest
to see for everyone that visits the Sac
County Quilt-A-Fair”, said Susan Irwin.
Visitors at the Sac County QuiltA-Fair will have the opportunity to see
quilts in most of the entry categories:
Quilt of Valor, miniatures, wall
hangings, table quilts, bed quilts, throw/
lap quilts, baby quilts, vintage or antique
quilts, holiday quilts/seasonal and
wearable/accessories. From amazing
family heirloom quilts to modern
prize-winning quilts and everything in
between, fabric art will be displayed
throughout two buildings on the Sac
County Fairgrounds during the show.
There will be 18 quilt vendors on site
so visitors can purchase all the supplies
needed to make a quilt like the ones on
display.
The Quilt-A-Fair’s special guest is
nationally recognized quilt designer and
lecturer, Ami Simms. Ms. Simms will
be giving a different lecture at 1:00 each
day of the Quilt-A-Fair. She will also be
available throughout the show to “meet
and greet”.
On Saturday, September 23, visitors
will want to arrive at the grounds early
so they can witness a parade of historic
tractors as they leave to tour some of
the Sac County barn quilts. Organizers
have been busy planning a route for the
tractor ride and making plans to see
several interesting sites along the route
in addition to the barn quilts. Anyone
interested in participating in the tractor
ride can contact one of the committee
members: Neil Mason or Gene Weitzel
from Early and Jerry Staton from Sac
City.
Sunday, September 24 will feature
classic cars on the fairgrounds. With no
pre-registration or entry fees required,
area residents are encouraged to shine

up their classic cars and show them off
at the Quilt-A-Fair. Cars can be entered
from 9 a.m. until noon and trophies for
1st and 2nd place will be awarded at
3:00 p.m.
The Airport Commission is
promoting a Fly-In at the Sac City
Airport. The event will provide
transportation from the airport to the
fair grounds for anyone who wants to
visit the Quilt-A-Fair on Saturday and
Sunday.
No fair is a success without great
food vendors and the Sac County
Quilt-A-Fair will have several of them
on the fairgrounds this year. The Sac
City Kiwanis will be serving out of the
Kiwanis food stand. Sizzlin J BBQ will
also have a food trailer on the grounds
and offer different menu items for
visitors. Homemade rolls made by T.J’s
of Lake View will be available Saturday
and Sunday morning. Sam’s Coffee Bar
will also have specialty coffee drinks for
sale on Saturday and Sunday morning.
“Now that we have all the quilts
entered, it’s even more exciting to see our
plans coming together to create an event
we know will be enjoyed by more than a
thousand visitors. We invite everyone to
come out on September 23-24 and enjoy
the sights, sounds and special features of
the Sac County Quilt-A-Fair.”
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Laurens Public
Library Welcomes
State Historical
Museum of Iowa's
mobile museum
to Laurens
Take free tours of "Iowa
History 101" to see
artifacts and learn about
Iowa history

If you can't make it to the State
Historical Museum of Iowa in Des
Moines, why not let it come to Laurens.
That's the idea behind the State
Historical Society of Iowa's new "Iowa
History 101" mobile museum, a bright
blue, custom-built Winnebago that
travels the state's highways and back
roads to share stories from the past. The
museum on wheels currently houses a
300-square-foot exhibition called "Iowa
History 101" and is filled with artifacts
from the State Historical Society's
collection.
The mobile museum will visit
Laurens September 5-8 and offer free
self-guided tours. History on the Move
arrives Tuesday, September 5th and will
be open from 5:00-8:00PM, Wednesday,
September 6th: 11:00AM-8:00PM,
Thursday, September 7th: 11:00AM5:00PM, and Friday, September 8th:
11:00AM-5:00PM. More information
is available by contacting Laurens Public
Library.
Like a visit to your grandparents'
attic, the exhibition unpacks stories
of Iowa's past with nearly 50 artifacts,
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including:
• A battered hat from a coal miner in
Boone
• A 1917 prototype of the state flag
designed by Dixie Cornell Gebhardt of
Knoxville
• The pen Gov. William Harding used
to sign the 19th Amendment, giving
women the right to vote
• A basketball jersey Lynne Lorenzen
wore during her glory days at Ventura
High School
• An Olympic medal from sprinter
Natasha Kaiser-Brown of Des Moines
• A patch from a spacesuit worn by
astronaut Peggy Whitson of Beaconsfield
As a bonus, Mike Wolfe, the creator
and star of the hit television series
“American Pickers,” lent his voice
and video talents to the exhibition’s
multimedia elements. A native of Le
Claire, Wolfe has a long-standing
interest in history and a knack for using
artifacts to unlock its stories.
The idea for the mobile museum
emerged in 2014 from a series of
community conversations organized by
the Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs,
which oversees the State Historical
Society. Iowans who care deeply about

history made it clear that they wanted
new ways to access the State Historical
Museum’s resources even if they couldn’t
visit Des Moines in person.
Accordingly, the 38-foot Winnebago
will visit all 99 Iowa counties over
the course of three years, from 2017
through 2019, with stops at schools,
libraries, local museums, community
festivals, county fairs and other places
where Iowans gather. Anyone who
would like to request a visit can find the
details online at iowaculture.gov, along
with an updated schedule. (Follow the
RV's statewide journey on Facebook at
facebook.com/IowaHistory.)
The traveling exhibition -- which
is sponsored by EMC Insurance
Companies, Casey's General Stores and
Iowa State University Extension and
Outreach -- is one of a trio of “Iowa
History 101” shows. Visitors to the
State Historical Museum in Des Moines
can find both a traditional museum
exhibition, plus an interactive HandsOn History gallery designed especially
for children.
More information is available at
iowaculture.gov or 515-281-5111.
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At the Library & Announcements

At the Library

Baby Shower!

August 30, 2017

Join us for a baby shower honoring
Holly (Anderson) Sexton on Saturday,
September 2nd at 2 p.m. at St. Peter’s
Community Center, 402 Main Street,
Jefferson SD 57038.
If unable to attend, cards can be sent
to: Baby Sexton, c/o Kay Anderson, 304
E Arthur Street, Laurens IA 50554
Holly is registered at Target.

with Glenda Mulder

What is your first stop when you go to the Clay County Fair? Mine is always Tom Thumb
minidonuts. My mouth waters just thinking about their hot, fresh deliciousness! Today
is the day we get to talk about Fair food with Spencer author Arla Kintigh. She will talk
about the process of researching, writing and publishing her new book, “Fairgoers Don't
Live on Fried Food Alone: 100 Years of Clay County Fair Traditions.” She will have copies
available for autographs & purchase. See you tonight (Wednesday, August 30th) at 7
o’clock!
Have you been to the State Historical Museum of Iowa in Des Moines? Me either.
Guess what, it's coming to us! I am so excited to let you know that “History on the
Move: Iowa History 101,” a traveling museum in a big blue Winnebago, from the State
Historical Museum of Iowa will be at our library September 5-8! It will be open Tuesday
5-8 p.m., Wednesday 11 a.m. - 8 p.m., Thursday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. and Friday 11 a.m. - 5
p.m. Apparently I said yes to this opportunity almost a year ago and they just got back
to us last week. Here’s a brief description from their website: “Iowans share a fascination
with being Iowan. But what does it really mean to be Iowan? Iowa History 101 explores
the history of Iowans at home, work and play – and how that shapes who we are today.
Like a visit to your grandparents’ attic, this exhibition unpacks the stories of Iowa’s past
with dozens of artifacts from the State Historical Museum of Iowa’s collection.” I hope
you can stop by and enjoy learning new things about our state!
Is it too late to say, “Don’t throw away those eclipse viewing glasses”? I recently ran
across Astronomers Without Borders, who sends them to schools and other institutions
in countries where they're needed but aren't available. The next two solar eclipses across
populated areas are in 2019 - a total solar eclipse in southern South America and an
annular eclipse (where the Moon doesn't quite cover the whole Sun) in southeastern Asia.
So, drop your eclipse glasses off at the library and we’ll send them on to this great cause.
New fiction lately includes Charlatans by Robin Cook, Texas Fierce by Janet Dailey,
Last Tudor by Phillipa Gregory, Proving by Beverly Lewis, Need to Know by Fern Michaels,
Glass Houses by Louise Penny, Secrets in Death by J.D. Robb and Right Time by Danielle
Steel. In nonfiction we received Guinness Book of World Records 2018 and Old Farmers'
Almanac 2018.
I added another program to our coming events – can you spot it?
Oh, I almost forgot to tell you to have a great Labor Day weekend! Naturally, the
Library will be closed all three days, so stock up now!
COMING EVENTS
• Author Talk – Arla Kintigh “Fairgoers Don't Live on Fried Food Alone: 100 Years of Clay
County Fair Traditions” August 30 7 p.m.
• History on the Move: Iowa History 101 September 5-8 p.m.
• Take it Tuesday - 1st Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Open card making!
• Open Scrapbooking – 3rd Tuesday 5-8 p.m.
• Book Club 4th Monday at 7 p.m.
• Dietician September 19 at 7 p.m.
• Katie Wilford’s travels to Cuba October 2 at 7 p.m.
• Library Foundation’s Pancake Supper 5-7 p.m.October 19
• Magician Larry Dunbar October 31st (of course!)
• Death Comes for Us All – 7 p.m. November 1s
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Thank You!
The family of David Woodin would like
to thank those who remembered them
with prayers, cards, memorials, food,
flowers and kind words. The meal by
the United Methodist Women was very
appreciated. The memorials will be
given to the Laurens Pool Fund.

Start your Labor Day
Weekend off with Supper
at the Club on Friday night,
September 1st! Weekly
Special or you may order
off the full menu!
The club will is open
Monday-Friday for lunch
from 11a.m-1 p.m.
Limited lunch menu and to
go ordering available.
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Church & Announcements

This Week at
Bethany Lutheran
Sunday: September 3, 2017
13th Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM ~ Worship
10:00 AM ~ Coffee Fellowship
Tuesday: September 5, 2017
5:00 PM ~ W/M Mtg.

Worship, Love, Accept~
Together in Christ’s Name

This Week at
Laurens United
Methodist Church

This Week at
First Christian
Church

Fri., Aug. 25th:
Men’s Bible Study @ 7 a.m.

Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Sun., Aug. 27th:
Adult Sunday School @ 8:30 a.m.
Worship @ 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship Coffee @ 10:30 a.m.
Book Study @ 5 p.m.
Wed., Aug. 30th:
Book Club @ 9 a.m.
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Wednesday, Aug. 30
1:00 p.m. - Willing Workers
Friday, Sept. 1
7:00 p.m. - AA
Sunday, Sept 3
9:30 a.m. Worship
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Farm Management Specialists
Answer Extreme Weather
Questions

ServSafe Food
Safety Training in
Humboldt County
on October 9

Iowa farmers have seen their fair share of extreme weather conditions during
the 2017 growing season. Farmers in the southeast and northwest portions
of the state are dealing with drought, while those in the north and northeast
have seen extensive flooding.
Losses due to drought and flooding are insurable under multiple peril
crop insurance, and the August issue of Ag Decision Maker seeks to answer
frequently asked questions about crop insurance. Iowa State University
Extension and Outreach farm management specialists Charles Brown and
Steve Johnson authored the article.
Approximately 90 percent of the 23.5 million acres of corn and soybeans
planted in 2017 are insured using Revenue Protection multiple peril crop
insurance. Once an insured farmer recognizes crop loss, they should notify
their insurance agent within 72 hours of discovering the damage. Despite
damage to a crop, farmers should continue caring for it using “good farming
practices” and get permission from the insurance company before destroying
or putting any crop to an alternative use.
The spring price for calculating the minimum guaranteed revenue for
corn is $3.96 per bushel and $10.19 per bushel for soybeans. This will be
calculated again in October to get a fall or harvest price. If the harvest price
is higher than the spring price, the harvest price will be used to calculate the
guaranteed revenue. There is a maximum of twice the projected 2017 price
for the harvest price; $7.92 per bushel for corn and $20.38 per bushel for
soybeans.
Provided their claim is for more than $200,000, farmers will be asked to
verify their production, which includes a three-year audit.
Additional questions answered in the article include:
• What is the difference among insurance units?
• When will farmers be receiving indemnity payments for their crop
insurance losses?
• Can indemnity payments for drought be deferred for income tax
purposes until 2018?
Further resources and information on issues related to drought can
be found at the ISU Extension and Outreach “Dealing with Drought”
webpage.
The Ag Decision Maker website also offers resources providing more
information on crop insurance.

Food safety training is available for food
service managers, supervisors, and front
line staff who want to become certified in
food safety through the National Restaurant
Association Educational Foundation.
Humboldt County Extension and
Outreach Office will be holding ServSafe
Food Safety Training. The class will begin
at 8:30am and the test will start at 4:00pm.
Cost is $150.00.
For more information, contact: Holly
VanHeel at vanheel@iastate.edu or at the
Webster County Extension Office at 515576-2119.

Ag Decision Maker offers guidance to farmers
experiencing flooding and drought
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What Can Be
Done? Community
Information
Session
Emerald Ash Borer is quickly spreading
across the state. Urban Forestry Specialist,
Gabbi Edwards, will be discussing the
damage being done and what measures can
be taken in response to the rapid spread.
The following topics will be discussed:
EAB Signs and Symptoms, management
options, and bio-control measures.
Please join us on Wednesday,
September 13 at 10 a.m. at the Pocahontas
County Conservation office (702 NW
7th St. Pocahontas). No fee to attend, but
registration is requested at 712-335-3103.
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4-H/FFA Beef Carcass Results
Brady Janssen, son of Chris and Dawn Jansen,
Gilmore City had the top beef carcass at the 2017
Pocahontas County Fair, 2nd place went to Jacalyn
Sobotka, daughter of John and Angela Sobotka,
Laurens. The advanced feeder placings went to Cody
Peterson, son of Kerry and Erin Peterson, Palmer
taking top honors in the steer pens, with Bailey
Vainreb, daughter of Dave Vainreb, Pocahontas and
Luann Vainreb, Pocahontas earning reserve in the
steer pens, Bailey also took grand champion in the
feeder heifer pen and champion in the rate of gain
contest. Dawson Fisher, son of Allan and Anita Fisher,
Pomeroy was reserve champion in the feeder heifer
pen.
Cody Peterson - Champion Steer
Pen

Bailey Vainreb – Beef Rate of Gain,
Reserve Steer Pen, and Champion
Heifer Pen

Dawson Fischer - Reserve Heifer
Pen
Jacalyn Sobotka - Reserve Carcass
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Brady Janssen – Beef Carcass
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Yard and
Garden: How to
Overseed a Lawn
Overseeding is one way to
improve an existing lawn that
is in poor condition. Iowa
State University Extension and
Outreach horticulturists offer
tips on how to overseed, what
seed to use and how to ensure
good germination. For more
information about growing and
maintaining a lawn, contact the
ISU Hortline at 515-294-3108 or
hortline@iastate.edu.
My lawn is rather sparse.
What can I do to thicken up the
lawn? A dense stand of grass can
be established by overseeding -sowing grass seed into an existing
lawn. In Iowa, late summer (midAugust to mid-September) is the
best time to overseed a lawn.
How do I overseed an existing
lawn? To reduce the competition
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from the established turfgrass,
mow the lawn at a height of 1.5
to 2 inches. Successful overseeding
requires good seed-to-soil contact.
Core aerators, vertical mowers and
slit seeders can be used to ensure
good seed-to-soil contact.
Core aerators are machines
with hollow metal tubes or tines.
They remove plugs of soil when
run over the lawn. To prepare
the site, go over the lawn three
or four times with a core aerator.
When finished, there should be
20 to 40 holes per square foot.
Apply the seed with a drop seeder.
Afterward, drag the area with a
piece of chain link fence or drag
mat to break up the soil cores and
mix the seed into the soil.
It’s also possible to prepare the
site with a vertical mower. When
run over the lawn, the knife-like
blades of the vertical mower slice
through the thatch and penetrate
into the upper one-fourth to
one-half inch of soil. One or
two passes should be sufficient.
Afterwards, remove
any dislodged debris
from the lawn. Sow
grass seed over the
lawn with a drop
seeder. Work the
seed into the soil by
again going over the
site with the vertical
mower.
In addition, lawns

can be overseeded with a slit
seeder. It makes small grooves
in the soil and deposits the seed
directly into the slits.
What type of grass seed
should I use? When purchasing
grass seed, select a high quality
seed mix that is best adapted to
the site. In sunny areas, Kentucky
bluegrass is the best choice. Select
a seed mix that contains at least
two or three bluegrass cultivars.
Use a mixture containing
Kentucky bluegrass, perennial
ryegrass and fine-leaf fescues in
partially shaded areas. The fineleaf fescues (creeping red fescue,
hard fescue, chewings fescue,
etc.) are the best grasses for shady
locations.
What should be done after
overseeding to ensure good seed
germination? After seeding, keep
the seedbed moist with frequent,
light applications of water. It’s
often necessary to water once or
twice a day. Continue to mow the
lawn at a height of 1.5 to 2 inches.
Mow the lawn frequently to
reduce the competition from the
established turfgrass. Gradually
increase the mowing height
when beginning to mow the new
seedlings.
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