
Biggest Little Paper In Town! 1

The Paper
Laurens, Iowa

Our Town , Our Paper!

© Copyright My Laurens, Inc., 2010  All Rights Reserved.

Vol. 11  No. 20

September 13, 
2017

www.thepapernow.com

School News

Exploring the 
Eclipse, Planets and 
Moons
Recently, Corrinne, our Pocahontas 
county naturalist, came to Mrs. Julie 
Hjerleid’s classroom to teach the 
fourth and fifth graders about the 
eclipse and planets and their moons. 
When you see the big tube, we were 
learning about how when molecules 
heat up they move faster and hot air 
rises. Landen and Mariah filled it 
with air, and we had to wait for the 
sun to come out to heat it up. Here 
is a link with some videos from our 
experience: https://photos.app.goo.
gl/6ps2J3WwOb07NAR43.
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At the Library 

At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
September 13, 2017 

I am amazed at the great attendance at The State Historical Museum 
of Iowa’s “History on the Move: Iowa History 101,” last week – over 
300 people toured the exhibit! All the Laurens-Marathon teachers 
from TK through 8th grade made the time to have their students 
take a tour. So many classes signed up for the first day that the State 
Historical Society Museum sent an educator to lead the classes! I 
adapted what I learned through observing these tours for the younger 
groups that came the next couple days. We also had many community 
members stop in and check it out. Thank you for supporting this 
project! If you missed it, you didn’t see the pen that Harding used to sign the 1919 proclamation giving women the right to 

vote, a silver Olympic medal, and a patch from a space suit of Iowa born 
astronaut Peggy Whitson!
     Tuesday the 19th Registered Dietician Kayli Stumpf will be here to 
talk about the facts & fiction of diets and weight loss. Most of us have 
tried at least one quick fix to lose weight. Whichever method is chosen, 
we seem to gain the weight back, sometimes with a few bonus pounds! 
We’ll learn of some misconceptions that can sabotage our efforts. She will 
also be able to answer your questions about heart healthy and diabetic 
diets. Join us Tuesday, September 19th at 7 p.m.!
     New fiction lately includes: Haunted by James Patterson, Stranger in 
the House by Shari Lapena, Second Chance Girl by Susan Mallery, One Last 
Breath by Lisa Jackson and from one of my very favorite authors, No Place 
I'd Rather Be by Cathy Lamb (CD Audiobook too!)

COMING EVENTS
• Tot Time  Every Monday at 10 a.m.

• Take it Tuesday - 1st Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Open card making!
• Open Scrapbooking – 3rd Tuesday 5-8 p.m.

• Card Making – 4th Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.
• Book Club 4th Monday at 7 p.m.
• Dietician September 19 at 7 p.m.

• Katie Wilford’s Travels to Cuba October 2 at 7 p.m.
• Library Foundation’s Pancake Supper 5-7 p.m. October 19

• Magician Larry Dunbar October 31st (of course!)
• Death Comes for Us All (Victorian death and funeral practices) –

7 p.m. November 1st 
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Local News

Quilts...A 
Recycling 
Tradition 
QUILT:  A layer of padding enclosed 
between layers of fabric and kept in place 
by stitching, often decorative. 
     Did you know the history of creating 
a quilt can be traced back to nearly 
the beginning of time?   Archeologists 
discovered a quilted garment on a carved 
ivory figure of Pharaoh believed to be 
from 3400 B.C.  They have also found 
a Mongolian quilted floor covering 
from the 1st century A.D.  Knights in 
the 11th century and later wore quilted 
garments under leather and chainmail 
armor for protection and added comfort.   
The earliest known surviving bed quilt 
was made in Sicily at the end of the 
14th century which depicts the legend 
of Tristan (a Medieval myth similar to 
King Arthur).  Victorian ladies wore 
quilted bodices, overskirts and petticoats.  
Gentlemen wore quilted vests and coats.  
Women in early America came together 
to create quilts necessary to keep their 
families warm during the winter.  
     Fabric during these early times was 
very expensive and nothing was wasted.  
Old clothing, other blankets, feed sacks 
and virtually every scrap was recycled 
and used to make something new and 
useful.   The early American “Quilting 
Bee” is a tradition that is still going on 
today.  We may now call it a “retreat” or 
a “guild”, but women and men are still 
getting together to share their ideas and 
their talents.  And, we are still recycling!  
     On September 23 and 24, you will 
be able to see the results of the fiber 
artists from all over Sac County and 
beyond at the Sac County Quilt-A-Fair. 
Quilts are still being made for necessary 
warmth during cold months, but we 

also make them to decorate our homes, 
provide comfort to our loved ones, and 
to express our creative natures.  We 
make special quilts from new fabric we 
have purchased, but most of the well-
loved and used quilts are made from 
scraps left over from an earlier project 
or from clothing we loved and want to 
remember.  A popular graduation gift 
these days is a “T-shirt” quilt made from 
the graduate’s t-shirts from events they 
were involved in.  Another, is taking the 
clothing of loved ones who are no longer 
with us or the outgrown baby clothes, 
even bridal gowns, to create something 
to remember the person or event.  
Grandma’s hankies are a popular form 
of fabric to make a quilted memory.   
Quilts are being decorated with 
Grandma’s beads and buttons, pieces of 
lace and anything else we can find.  
     At the Quilt-A-Fair, we have a special 
booth in the Open Class building on 
the fairgrounds for “Bits and Pieces”.   
In the Bits and Pieces booth, you will 
be able to purchase pattern books and 
magazines, bags full of scrap fabric in 
the fabric dive, unfinished projects, quilt 
kits, tools and notions.  The Quilt-A-
Fair committee members have taken 
snack sets from the 50’s as well as the 
60’s to create a sewing tray, complete 
with pin cushion, to keep scissors, seam 
rippers, pins, etc. contained while you 
are completing your own personal work 
of art.  The sewing trays will also be 
available in the Bits and Pieces booth. 
     Quilters aren’t the only ones who 

recycle.   On Saturday morning, classic 
tractors will be parading the fairgrounds 
and the county.  They will travel to 
Rustic River Winery and also view some 
of the Sac County Barn Quilts before 
returning to the Cattle Company for 
lunch.   On Sunday afternoon, there 
will be a Show and Shine car show on 
the fairgrounds where you will be able 
to see restored automobiles, enjoy music 
and wonderful food provided by the Sac 
City Kiwanis Club and Sizzlin’ J BBQ.  
There is no entry fee to enjoy the special 
events on the fair grounds.   There will 
be a small entry fee to view the quilts, 
which is used for the maintenance and 
promotion of the Sac County Barn 
Quilts. 
     You probably won’t see a Pharaoh or 
knight’s garment, but you will see quilts 
just as beautiful as the Sicilian quilt of 
Tristan at the Sac County Quilt-A-Fair.  
300 quilts, including the Quilts of Valor 
that will be presented to Veterans at 
3:00 on Sunday, have been registered for 
the Sac County Quilt-A-Fair.   If you 
have entered quilts, remember to bring 
your entries to the 4-H building on 
the fairgrounds between 1:00 p.m. and 
7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 
20th and Thursday September 21st.   If 
you need assistance delivering your 
entries, please contact any Quilt-A-Fair 
committee member, Susan Irwin: (712-
662-3245) or Atoya Oliver: (712-662-
7353).
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Start your weekend off 
with supper at the Club 

on Friday night, 
September 15th! Weekly

Special or you may order
off the full menu!
The club is open

Monday-Friday for lunch
from 11 a.m-1 p.m.

Limited lunch menu and to
go ordering available. 

Announcements & Advertising

Real Estate Taxes 
Are Due
First half real estate, mobile home, 
drainage and special assessment taxes are 
due September 30, 2017. After October 
2, 2017 interest of 1-1/2% per month 
will apply to any unpaid taxes.
     Please provide the payment stubs 
from the tax statements received in 
August to insure proper credit.
     You may also deposit your payments 
in the Pocahontas County payment 
drop-box, which is located at the east 
exit driveway of the north courthouse 
parking lot.
     You may also pay online at www.
iowatreasuers.org by using a credit card 
or e-check.

Marathon to Marathon Appreciation Dinner & Dance
When: Saturday, September 23rd

Where: Marathon Community Center
Time: 6 p.m. - Dinner (Food provided until gone)

 7 p.m. - Music by Flashback featuring our own Kevin Lind

Since we have 22 years of Volunteers, we can’t possibly have 
everyone on our list. So if  you have volunteered for the Marathon 
to Marathon you are invited to the Appreciation Dinner. The only 

request is that you please RSVP with your name and how many 
will be attending. RSVP by calling: (712) 289-6481, please leave a 

message. (Steve Lind)
After dinner the public is welcome to join us for some great music 

starting at 7:00 p.m.
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Church & Announcements

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Wed., Sept. 13th: 
Book Club @ 9 a.m.

Fri., Sept. 15th: 
Mens Bible Study @ 7 a.m.

Sun., Sept. 10th: 
Adult Sunday School @ 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School @ 9:10 a.m.
Worship @ 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship Coffee @ 10:30 a.m.

Mon., Sept. 18th: 
Outreach Committee @ 7 p.m.

This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Wednesday: September 13, 2017
7:00 PM ~ Council Mtg.

Sunday: September 17, 2017
15th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM ~ SS & Adult SS 
9:30 AM ~ Coffee Fellowship
10:30 AM ~ Worship w/Communion 
Usher & Greeter: Mark & Joy Raasch

Monday: September 18, 2017
12-1 PM ~ Christian Ed/Youth Mtg.

Thursday: September 21, 2017
9:00 PM ~ Morning Circle at Ruth 
Steinkoenig’s home

This Week at 
First Christian 
Church
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Wednesday, Sept. 13  
1:00 p.m. - Willing Workers
7:30 p.m. - Lydia Group   

Friday, Sept. 15  
7:00 p.m. - AA

Sunday, Sept. 17  
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. - Worship followed by 
Potluck Dinner    

60th Wedding 
Anniversary & 
80th Birthday 
Party
The children of Donna and Stanley 
Erickson invite you to a party on 
Saturday, September 16 at their farm. 
The party will be held from 4-7 pm 
and will celebrate their 60th wedding 
anniversary and his 80th birthday. Your 
presence is your gift.
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Extension News 

Yard and Garden: Proper Care of Reblooming Fall Plants
Summer is winding down and fall is almost here. That means it’s time to start focusing on plants that rebloom 
during colder months, like the amaryllis or the Christmas cactus. They often require specialized care to reach their 
full potential. What needs to be done?
     Iowa State University Extension and Outreach horticulturists can help answer questions about reblooming 
house plants. To have additional questions answered, contact the ISU Hortline at 515-294-3108 or hortline@
iastate.edu.
     What is the proper care of amaryllis bulbs in the fall? Plants that are outdoors should be brought indoors 
in mid-September. In order to bloom, amaryllis bulbs must be exposed to temperatures of 50 to 55 degrees 
Fahrenheit for a minimum of eight to 10 weeks. This can be accomplished by inducing the plants to go dormant 
and then storing the dormant bulbs at a temperature of 50- 55 F. To induce dormancy, place plants in a cool, semi-
dark location in late September and withhold water. Cut off the foliage when the leaves turn brown.  Then place 
the dormant bulbs in a 50-55 F location for at least eight to 10 weeks.
     After the cool requirement has been met, start the growth cycle again by watering the bulbs and placing them 
in a well-lighted, 70-75 F location. Keep the potting soil moist, but not wet, until growth appears. The other 
option is to place plants in a well-lighted, 50-55 F location in fall. Maintain the amaryllises as green plants from 
fall to mid-winter. After the cool requirement has been met, move the plants to a warmer (70-75 F) location.
     How do I care for a Christmas cactus in fall? Day-length and temperature control the flowering of the 
Christmas cactus. The Christmas cactus is a short-day plant. Plants will not bloom properly if exposed to artificial 
light at night in fall. Flowers also may fail to develop if the plant is exposed to temperatures above 70 F. Night 
temperatures of 60-65 F with slightly warmer daytime temperatures are ideal for flower formation. In September, 
place the Christmas cactus in a cool location that receives bright light during the day, but no artificial light at 
night. An unused bedroom or basement may have the proper environmental conditions.  
     Keep the Christmas cactus on the dry side in fall. A thorough watering every seven to 10 days is usually 
sufficient. Continue to give the Christmas cactus good, consistent care during flower bud development. Moving 
the plant to another location, excessive watering, or other changes to its care during flower bud development may 
cause the buds to drop off. The Christmas cactus can be moved and displayed in another room when the first 
flower buds begin to open.
     How do I care for a kalanchoe in fall? The kalanchoe, like the Christmas cactus, is a short-day plant. Plants 
require short day lengths (long nights) for flower bud development. In October, place the kalanchoe in a room 
where the lights are not turned on at night with the plant receiving only natural light during the day. Six weeks of 
14-hour nights are required for flower buds to form. Proper temperatures during this period are 65-70 F during 
the day and 60-65 Fahrenheit at night. Allow the potting soil to dry between watering’s.  



Biggest Little Paper In Town! 7

Extension News 

“Food 
Preservation101” 
– Home Food 
Preservation 
Class
Are you growing a garden and 
want to preserve the bounty of 
your harvest? Do you want to 
learn who to preserve food but 
don’t know where to begin. Join 
Holly VanHeel, ISU Extension 
and Outreach Nutrition and 
Health Specialist, to learn about 
the latest updates to various 
methods and practices of safe food 
preservation at Food Preservation 
101 on September 21, 2017 at 
6:00 p.m. at the Gilmore City-
Bradgate School. Pre-registration 
is required no later than 
September 19, 2017 by calling 
515-332-2201 or email hfrerk@
iastate.edu. 

Early Learning Starts with Routines
When the kids get up on time and get ready for school without major 
hassles, it’s a better day for everyone, says Kim Brantner, a human sciences 
specialist with Iowa State University Extension and Outreach.
     By creating morning and bedtime routines, parents can harness the 
enthusiasm and tackle any concerns their children may have about going 
to school and can prepare them for a positive educational experience, said 
Brantner, who specializes in family life issues.
     Routines bring structure or sameness to a child’s life, making for a 
smoother family environment. To set a routine, establish daily activities in 
an order and follow them, Brantner said.
     “Doing things in a predictable order each day helps children feel secure 
at home and adapt more readily to school," she said. "Routines help 
children know their needs are being met now and will continue to be met 
in the future."
     Routines should include going to bed at a certain time and getting up 
at a certain time. Helping children learn to set an alarm clock at night and 
shut it off in the morning provides more independence and makes getting 
up easier, Brantner said.
     Allow time for a nutritious breakfast to help children focus on learning, 
said Brantner. Schedule the evening meal at the same time each evening.
     “You can share new ideas and experiences while eating meals together 
to help your child learn how to talk about new things that are happening 
at school,” Brantner said.
     Some additional routines include laying clothes out for the next day 
before going to bed to save time in the morning, brushing teeth to develop 
healthy habits and reading a story to younger children to create a bedtime 
ritual.
     “Less stress at home can lead to more learning at school for your child 
and a better day for you as a parent. Routines benefit everyone, because we 
are all creatures of habit,” Brantner said.Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.thepapernow.com

100% User 
Generated Content!

Subscribe and 
Submit TODAY!
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City Council Minutes

September 5th, 2017 
The Laurens City Council met in regular session at the Municipal Building at 5:00 p.m. on 

Monday, September 5th, 2017.  Mayor Rod Johnson called the meeting to order.  Present were Council 
members Pat Sullivan, Rich Newgard, Sid Enockson, Julie Potter, City Attorney Ann Beneke, City 
Manager Hilary Reed, City Clerk Joan Hoben, Public Works Director Julian Johnsen, Police Chief Tom 
Shaw, and Officer Spencer Dale. 

Potter moved to approve consent agenda as amended consisting of the agenda, minutes from the 
August 21st, 2017, meeting, and the list of claims. Sullivan seconded. All ayes; motion carried.    

 
CLAIMS         09-05-17 

  A-1 HOME INSPECTION HOUSE INSPECTIONS           400.00  

ACCO WATER PLANT CHEMICALS           505.00  
ALLIANT ENERGY MONTHLY GAS FEE           975.85  

AUTOMATIC SYSTEMS EQUIP REPAIRS 
           
2,310.46  

BOLTON & MENK W. MAIN ENGINEERING        6,368.25  
BOMGAARS LAGOO SUPPLIES           548.21  
BROWN SUPPLY CO WATER SUPPLIES           137.66  
HILARY REED MILEAGE             17.87  
ICMA RETIRMENT 457           350.00  
IRS FED/FICA TAX        8,232.08  
IPERS IPERS        4,825.14  
IPERS PD PROTECTED IPERS        1,538.34  
JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL PAYLOADER PARTS             57.00  
JOHN POHLMAN REIMBURSE SUPPLIES (HOMETOWNPRIDE)           404.01  
LMPC MONTHLY SIP CHARGES             30.00  
LMU AUG UTILITIES        6,224.32  
MET WASTEWATER TESTING           280.00  
POCAHONTAS CO. 
TREASURER BENZ PROPERTY           116.00  
PRIME BENEFIT SYSTEMS GROUP INSURANCE        3,087.50  
PRINCIPAL LIFE SEPT LIFE INSURANCE           572.59  
RICHARDSON SERVICE BATTERY FOR AMBULANCE           372.58  
ROD BELL NUISANCE MOWING           105.00  
SANTANDER LEASING MONTHLY PUMPER TRUCK        1,461.34  
STANDARD & ASSOCIATES INC. TESTING FEE               5.00  
TREASURER STATE OF IA AUG SALES TAX        5,188.00  
US BANK CONFRENCE        1,180.00  
USPS UTILITY BILLING           300.84  
VAUGHN DELOSS CONST PAY REQUEST #19      40,476.64  
VERIZON WIRELESS CELL PHONE FEES             87.77  
WIGEN WATER 
TECHNOLOGIES EQUIP MAINTENANCE        1,475.00  

 
TOTAL      87,632.45  

PAYROLL 8/23/2017 
 001 GENERAL           109.15  

600 WATER           109.15  
610 SEWER           109.15  
670 GARBAGE           109.15  

 
TOTAL           436.60  

PAYROLL 8/28/2017 
 001 GENERAL        5,114.05  

210 ROAD USE TAX        1,199.60  
600 WATER        1,942.84  
610 SEWER        1,822.13  
670 GARBAGE        2,169.63  

 
TOTAL      12,248.25  

001 GENERAL 9/01/2017        8,631.65  

 
TOTAL        8,631.65  

 
TOTAL PAYROLL      21,316.50  

 
PAID TOTAL    108,948.95  
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City Council Minutes

BY FUND 

001 GENERAL         
28,874.31  

110 ROAD USE TAX            
3,516.95  

112 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS        2,307.56  
176 HOMETOWN PRIDE COMMITTEE           404.01  
316 WEST MAIN & BISSELL ST      46,844.89  
600 WATER      15,467.95  
610 SEWER        6,120.77  
670 GARBAGE        5,412.51  

 
TOTAL BY FUND    108,948.95  

 
 
Mayor Johnson issued the Oath of Office to Tom Shaw as Chief of Police.   

 Mayor Johnson issued the Oath of Office to Spencer Dale as Police Officer.   
 Enockson moved to approve Pay Request #19 to Vaughn DeLoss Construction.  Newgard 
seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.   
 Enockson moved to go into closed session under Chapter 21.5(j) at 5:06 p.m.  Newgard seconded.   
All ayes; motion carried. 
 Potter moved to adjourn closed session at 5:36 p.m.  Enockson seconded.  All ayes; motion 
carried. 
 Newgard moved to approve moving forward with the real estate acquisition by proceeding 
forward with a lien search.  Potter seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.   

Potter moved to adjourn at 5:43 p.m.  Enockson seconded.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
 
 

 
_____________________________________  _______________________________________ 
Rod Johnson, Mayor     Hilary Reed, City Clerk 


