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Local News

Quilters Honor 
Area Veterans
Everything is ready for the 
2017 Sac County Quilt-
A-Fair on Saturday and 
Sunday, September 23 
and 24 at the fairgrounds 
in Sac City. The show 
committee members are 
ready to receive the 300 
beautiful quilt entries on 
Wednesday and Thursday 
between 1:00 p.m. and 
7:00 p.m. The vendors 
are ready to arrive. The 
Kiwanis, Sizzlin J BBQ, 
TJ’s Homemade Rolls 
and Sam’s Coffee Bar are 
prepared to serve some 
of the finest food in the 
county. The Quilt-A-Fair’s 
special guest, Ami Simms, 
will welcome visitors in her booth and will 
present a different lecture each day at 1:00 
in the 4-H building. The classic tractors will 
be lining up at 8:00 for their ride around 
Sac County on Saturday and cars & trucks 
are being shined up for the car show on 
Sunday afternoon. The door prizes and daily 
drawings are ready to be given away and the 
booths are being decorated.
     Every kind of quilt imaginable will be 
displayed, but visitors will see a large group 
of special patriotic quilts. These Quilts of 
Valor are made especially for armed service 
members and veterans of all wars to honor 
their service and sacrifice. The national 
Quilt of Valor Foundation has a mission to 

cover service members and veterans who have 
been touched by war with comforting and 
healing quilts. The first Quilt of Valor was 
presented in 2003 to a young soldier from 
Minnesota who lost his leg in Iraq. Since 

that time over 167,750 
Quilts of Valor have 
been presented to men 
and women all over the 
United States. The Sac 
County quilters have 
made and displayed 
Quilts of Valor for the 
last several Quilt-A-
Fair shows, but they 
are planning something 
special this year.
     The Sac County 
Quilt-A-Fair is proud 
to host our first Quilt 
of Valor ceremony on 
Sunday, September 24, 
at 3 p.m. in the 4-H 
Building. The ceremony 
will begin with a color 
guard composed of 

representatives from each of the Legion posts 
in Sac County. Each Quilt of Valor recipient 
will be acknowledged individually and will 
receive his Quilt of Valor from the individuals 
who pieced and quilted his quilt, as well as a 
certificate of appreciation. At the conclusion 
of the presentations, Laurie Kluver, Sac 
County Veterans Affairs Director, will share 
some words of appreciation. Kelly Kilbride, a 
native of Sac City who participates in Bugles 
Across America will play “Retreat” and the 
colors will be retired by the color guard.
     The Quilt of Valor committee members, 
Gloria Bromley, Bev Duncan and Sue Peyton, 
said that it was extremely difficult to select 
the honorees because all veterans and service 

men and women who have been touched 
by war are so deserving. A few of the Quilts 
of Valor this year were made especially 
for a relative. Some were made by quilters 
from the same community as the recipient. 
Some were just made for any Sac County 
veteran. Most of the Quilts of Valor will be 
awarded at the Quilt-A-Fair ceremony, but 
a couple of them will be presented privately 
at a later time. This year’s recipients of 
the Quilts of Valor are: Robert Williams, 
Lytton - WWII, William Fettes, Sioux Falls 
SD - Vietnam, Jeff Bromley, Peterson, IA 
- Vietnam, Mars Domino, Early - WWII, 
Russ Buddin, Lake View - Vietnam, 
Minard Petersen, Lake View - WWII, 
James Wallace, Lake View - Korea, Wilbert 
Rohde, Wall Lake - WWII, William Geake, 
Wall Lake - WWII, Gerhard Ausborn, 
Sac City - WWII, Keith Spicer, Sac City 
- WWII, Jean Lange, Sac City - WWII, 
George Turnquist, Schaller - WWII and 
George Landgraf, Odebolt - WWII.
     “We are inviting the honorees, their 
families and friends to join us for the Quilt 
of Valor ceremony. Recipients of the Quilts 
of Valor, their family and friends who come 
for the presentation will be admitted to 
the building at no cost. We expect more 
than 1000 people to attend the show this 
weekend” said Susan Irwin, Quilt Show 
Chair. "In the past, we have attracted 
visitors from most of the counties in Iowa 
as well as 15-20 other states.” The buildings 
where the quilt show activities take place 
are both handicapped accessible. There is 
no entry fee for the special events taking 
place on the fairgrounds, however there is a 
small entry fee to view the beautiful quilts.
     The Sac County Quilt-A-Fair is a festival 
of barns and quilts and Sac County is the 
place to be on September 23rd and 24th.
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Local News & Announcements

 

LAURENS AREA YOUTH GROUP KICK-OFF 
SUNDAY!!! 

MOVIE AND PIZZA NIGHT 

OCTOBER 1, 2017 
6-8:30 P.M. 

LOCATION: FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

420 WEST SECTION LINE ROAD  

LAURENS, IOWA 50554 

ALL STUDENTS CURRENTLY IN 6TH TO 12TH GRADE ARE 
WELCOME TO ATTEND YOUTH GROUP. 

GRAB A FRIEND AND JOIN US 
OCTOBER 1! 

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY MOVIE DAY!! 
PLEASE JOIN US ON SUNDAY OCTOBER 8TH AT  

2 P.M. FOR A MOVIE! EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

(CHILDREN UNDER 8 MUST BE ACCOMPANIED 
BY AN ADULT.) 

WE WILL PROVIDE POPCORN AND A DRINK!! 

SHOWING WILL BE  

 

BRING YOUR FAVORITE BLANKET TO SIT ON 
AND JOIN US IN THE LAURENS-MARATHON OLD 

GYM AT 2 P.M. 
SPONSORED BY COMMUNITY MEMBERS, LAURENS-MARATHON 

SCHOOL, AND THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Denny Nelson’s Country Show 
at the Fonda Arts Center
Country music fans will want to be at the Fonda Arts Center 
on Sunday, October 8th at 3:00 p.m. for Denny Nelson’s 
Country Show. Denny Nelson is a singer, guitarist, songwriter 
and recording artist from Spencer, Iowa. He will be playing 
classic country songs plus some of his originals from his 
recently recorded CD. Denny loves to share his music, and 
performs at many places, including town celebrations and 
nursing homes. Admission and refreshments are free for this
event.
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Out of the 
Fire: The 
Banned Books 
Monologues
ISU Theatre will open the 2017-
18 season on Friday, September 29 
with “Out of the Fire: The Banned 
Books Monologues”. The production 
opens on the Friday of National 
Banned Book Week and is directed 
by Assistant Professor of Music and 
Theatre Amanda Petefish-Schrag.
     Originally performed by The 
Forward Theatre Company of 
Madison, Wisconsin, “Out of 
the Fire” is comprised of a series 
of monologues written by a 
diverse group of playwrights.  The 
monologues reference a broad range 
of banned books from James and 
the Giant Peach to Lady Chatterley’s 
Lover, and incorporate numerous 
character perspectives on the subject 
of book banning, censorship, and 
intellectual freedom. 
     In addition to The Forward 
Theatre Company monologues, ISU 
Theatre’s production includes two 
monologues written by ISU students 
Mat Wymore and Emily Horner. 
Wymore is a PhD student in Wind 
Energy Science, Engineering and 
Policy, with a co-major in Computer 
Engineering and Horner is an MFA 
student in Creative Writing and 

Environment program as well as a 
former librarian. 
     “Out of the Fire” opens on Friday, 
September 29 with additional 
performances on September 30 and 
October 6 and 7 at 7:30 p.m. and 
October 1 and 8 at 2 p.m. on the 
Fisher Theater stage in Ames. 
     Ticket are $18 for adults, $16 
for seniors and $11 for students 
and can be purchased through 
any TicketMaster or online, at the 
Iowa State Center Ticket Office 
in the ground floor of Stephens 
Auditorium in Ames noon-6 p.m. 
Monday-Friday, or at the door before 
performances.

Flu Shot Clinics 
to be Held!
UnityPoint Clinic - Laurens will be 
offering flu shot clinics. They will be 
held on : Friday, September 29 from 
8-10 a.m. and Tuesday, October 3 
from 8-10 a.m.
     Appointments are NECESSARY 
on these dates. Please call us at: 
(712) 841-4516 to schedule your 
appointment.
     *Certain insurance restrictions do 
apply.

Laurens Genies to 
Meet
The Laurens Genies will meet Friday, 
September 22 at 2:00 p.m. at West 
Iowa Bank. The program will be 
about “Immigrant Travel” presented 
by Jeanette Korrect. Roll Call will be 
“How and why did your ancestors 
immigrate to the United States?”
     Anyone who is interested in 
family research and genealogy is 
cordially invited to attend. Members 
are to note that the meeting will be 
held one week earlier than the usual 
date. 
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Start your weekend off
with supper at the Club

on Friday night,
September 22nd! Weekly
Special or you may order

off the full menu!
The club is open

Monday-Friday for lunch
from 11 a.m-1 p.m.

Limited lunch menu and to
go ordering available. 

Announcements & Advertising

Real Estate Taxes 
Are Due
First half real estate, mobile home, 
drainage and special assessment taxes 
are due September 30, 2017. After 
October 2, 2017 interest of 1-1/2% per 
month will apply to any unpaid taxes.
     Please provide the payment stubs 
from the tax statements received in 
August to insure proper credit.
     You may also deposit your payments 
in the Pocahontas County payment 
drop-box, which is located at the east 
exit driveway of the north courthouse 
parking lot.
     You may also pay online at www.
iowatreasuers.org by using a credit card 
or e-check.

Marathon to Marathon Appreciation Dinner & Dance
When: Saturday, September 23rd

Where: Marathon Community Center
Time: 6 p.m. - Dinner (Food provided until gone)

 7 p.m. - Music by Flashback featuring our own Kevin Lind

Since we have 22 years of Volunteers, we can’t possibly have 
everyone on our list. So if  you have volunteered for the Marathon 
to Marathon you are invited to the Appreciation Dinner. The only 

request is that you please RSVP with your name and how many 
will be attending. RSVP by calling: (712) 289-6481, please leave a 

message. (Steve Lind)
After dinner the public is welcome to join us for some great music 

starting at 7:00 p.m.
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Fall Boutique Show 
  Come and enjoy the 
aromas of autumn and 
shop for your Hand 
Crafted Fall Décor, 
Repurposed Furniture & 
Rustic Décor, Signs, Gifts, 
Cards and much more. 

Gather on GARFIELD 

Saturday, September 30, 2017  
9am to 5pm 

Sunday, October 1, 2017                              
12pm to 5pm 

 

LOCATION 
Laurie Sullivan 

428 E Garfield St 
Laurens, Iowa 

Announcements & Advertising

Thank You!
Our sincere thanks to family and 
friends for the outpouring of love 
and support, prayers, visits, messages, 
flowers, memorial gifts, lodging, 
food and other helpful gestures that 
have given us comfort and made 
our time together much easier. Your 
kindness and generosity will never be 
forgotten. 

The family of Alice Sernett

Bridal Shower
Join us for a come and go bridal 
shower for Destiny Wiley, daughter 
of Mike & Kathy Wiley. Destiny is 
the bride-elect of Tyler Rommel of 
Polk City. 
     A come and go bridal shower for 
Destiny will be held on Saturday, 
October 7 from 2-4 p.m. at the 
United Methodist Church in 
Laurens. 
     The couple is registered at 
Lizziedoodle in Laurens, Target and 
Bed, Bath & Beyond. 
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Church & Announcements

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Wed., Sept. 20th:
Caring Cards card-making session @ 
6 p.m. at the Laurens Public Library
Worship Committee mtg @ 7 p.m. 
(Wesley Room)
Finance Committee mtg @ 7 p.m. 
(church library)
Administrative Council mtg @ 8;15 p.m. 

Thurs., Sept. 21st:
Rachel Circle mtg @ 9:15 a.m. 
(Wesley Room)
Dorcas Circle mtg @ 2 p.m. 
(Wesley Room)

Fri., Sept. 22nd:
Men’s Bible Study @ 7 a.m.

Sun., Sept. 24th:
Our Fall Worship Schedule has begun:
Adult Sunday School @ 9 a.m.
Sunday School (kids & youth) @ 9:10 a.m.
Fellowship Coffee @ 9:30 a.m.
Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Deadline for Charge Conference forms/
reports
UDMO Walk @ 2 p.m. in Pocahontas
Bingo Night @ 6:30 p.m. here at LUMC

This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Thursday: September 21, 2017
9:00 PM ~ Morning Circle at Ruth 
Steinkoenig’s home

Sunday: September 24, 2017
16th Sunday after Pentecost
9:15 AM ~ Adult SS 
9:30 AM ~ Youth SS
9:30 AM ~ Coffee Fellowship
10:30 AM ~ Worship 
2:00 PM ~ UDMO Walk at Pocahontas

Worship, Love, Accept~
Together in Christ’s Name

 

LAURENS AREA YOUTH GROUP 
OCTOBER SCHEDULE 

OCTOBER LOCATION: FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
420 WEST SECTION LINE ROAD (NORTH OF THE LIBRARY) - LAURENS 

OCTOBER 1ST MOVIE & PIZZA ALL YOUTH 6TH -12TH GRADE 

OCTOBER 8TH - JUNIOR HIGH 

OCTOBER 15TH - HIGH SCHOOL 

OCTOBER 22ND - JUNIOR HIGH 

OCTOBER 29TH - HIGH SCHOOL 

OCTOBER 31ST TRUNK OR TREAT  

METHODIST CHURCH - 4:30-6 P.M. 
Youth Group meetings are from 6-8 p.m. on Sunday 

evenings. All youth 6th to 12th grade are invited to attend.  
QUESTIONS CALL: ANGELA CHRISTENSON--712-450-0295 

This Week at 
First Christian 
Church
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Wednesday, Sept. 20  
1:00 p.m. - Willing Workers                                         
7:30 p.m. - Lydia Group   
 
Friday, Sept. 22  
7:00 p.m. - AA

Sunday, Sept. 24  
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. - Worship    
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Obituaries

Services Held for Alice Sernett
Alice M. Sernett – age 85, of Laurens, passed away on Saturday, September 9, 2017 at the 
Pocahontas Community Hospital in Pocahontas, Iowa.
     Alice Marie Blazek was born February 29, 1932 in Chicago, IL. She was the daughter of 
Frank and Sue (Grzelakowski) Blazek.  Alice grew up in Argo, IL, among a large, close extended 
family. For many years, she was an only child. When she was 14 years old, her only sibling, 
Frank Blazek, Jr. “Buddy” was born. Buddy was one of the greatest joys of Alice’s life. Despite 
the difference in their ages, they were very close. Later in life, Bud married Mary Jane, who was 
like a sister to Alice. They became especially close when Alice and Gene wintered in Arizona.
     Alice graduated from Argo High School in 1949 and started working. Due to health 
problems Buddy had, the family was advised to move to a warmer, drier climate. Alice briefly 
considered staying in Argo with her grandmother so she could continue working. But in the 
end, she realized that she would miss her parents and her little brother too much. So the four 
of them moved to Tucson, AZ together in 1951. That move proved to be one of the best things 
that ever happened to Alice.

     In the fall of 1952, when Alice was with a friend at a local club, from across the room, she saw a handsome young Air Force man. 
Alice said to her friend, “That’s the man I’m going to marry.” Later in the evening, she danced with that handsome man, Gene Sernett 
from Fonda, IA, who was stationed at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base. 
     On June 6, 1953, Alice and Gene were married in Tucson. They started their family when daughter, Sue was born in 1954. That 
same year, they moved to Fonda, IA, and in 1955, daughter, Mary was born. A few months later, they moved to Laurens. Daughter, 
Kathy joined the family in 1956, followed by Pat in 1958 and Barb in 1960. In 1962, Alice and Gene and their five daughters 
welcomed to the family their only son and brother, Joseph Eugene “Joe” Sernett, Jr. 
     Alice and Gene enjoyed those early, very busy years raising their family. One of the greatest joys of their lives was watching their 
family grow, as their children became adults and married, and the grandchildren and great grandchildren came along. Alice treasured 
each of her grandchildren and great-grandchildren, appreciating their individual characteristics and abilities. 
     In addition to spending time with her family, Alice loved reading, playing Scrabble and other games, watching game shows and old 
movies and exercising with her friends at city hall. 
     In their retirement years, Alice and Gene enjoyed traveling and visiting their children and grandchildren. They bought a winter 
home in Florence Gardens, AZ, where they made many friends and participated in all of the activities their retirement community 
offered: golfing, swimming, singing groups and musical productions. They also loved the beautiful scenery of Arizona.
     As a young woman, Alice worked as a secretary. Later, she provided daycare in her home, and also worked at The Laurens Sun, Don’s 
Foodland, the Laurens-Marathon School cafeteria and the Gilchrist Law Office in Laurens. She was involved in numerous volunteer 
activities over the years. 
     Alice loved her church, where she participated in many activities, including choir, Rosary Society and teaching CCD. 
     Left to cherish their memories of Alice are her husband of 64 years, Joseph Eugene “Gene” of Laurens; her children, Sue Johnson of 
Albuquerque, NM; Mary (Jim) Runneberg of Laurens; Kathy (Mike) Keane of Dakota Dunes, SD; Pat Sernett of Billings, MT; Barb 
(Dan) Edmonds of Sioux Falls, SD and Joe (Amy) Sernett of Omaha, NE; 18 grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren; her brother and 
sister-in-law, Frank and Mary Jane Blazek of Phoenix, AZ; Gene’s brothers and sisters and their spouses; her aunt, Marge Grzelakowski 
of Summit, IL and many cousins, nieces, nephews and friends. 
     She was preceded in death by her parents; grandson, Michael Sernett; Gene’s parents, Jim and Alice Sernett; brothers-in-law, Mel 
Imming and Dale Murray; nephew, Steve Imming; cousin, Ken Tomlon and numerous aunts and uncles. 
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Services Held for Jim Crotty
James Mathew Crotty, 69, of Cedar Park, Texas, formerly of West Des Moines, Iowa and Ottumwa, Iowa, 
passed away on September 8, 2017. He was born on July 23, 1948 in Laurens, Iowa to Gertrude (Ford) 
Crotty and Austin Crotty.
     Jim was a kind, caring, and calm man who earned the respect and admiration of his family, friends, 
neighbors and coworkers. A lifelong educator, his career in education began at Cardinal High School 
in Eldon, Iowa where he taught for 21 years. He then became a teacher advocate with the Iowa State 
Education Association for 18 years. Jim loved teaching, and made an impact on his many students. His 
service to teachers through the ISEA positively affected their careers and livelihoods.
     Jim will be remembered for his strong love for his family and community, and for appreciating all 
the good things in day-to-day life. He loved socializing with neighboring families while walking his dog 

Lexie. Jim was an avid reader, and could often be found at the local book store. He loved researching and trying new restaurants in and 
around Austin, and had a special fondness for good wine, coffee, and Tex-Mex.
     Jim is survived by his wife of 43 years, Kathy Crotty of Cedar Park; son, Kevin Crotty and wife Leshia of Austin; grandson, Elliott 
Crotty; brothers, Denis Crotty and wife Joyce of Ames, Iowa; Tom Crotty and wife Julie of Cedar Falls, Iowa; and seven nieces and six 
nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents and infant daughter, Sarah.
     Memorial was held on Thursday, September 14, 2017 at St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church, Austin, Texas. Contributions in 
memory of James Crotty may be made to Hurricane Harvey Victims at: oneamericaappeal.org.

Obituaries & Advertising

 

H O P E •  FA I T H  •  C U R E

BooBS,
Bubbly,

& Bites
Tuesday, October 20

6-9 p.m.

Ladies Night Out!

Join us for a fun Ladies Night Out!!
$25 ticket gets you drinks, a wine glass to take home, 

door prizes, endless munchies & a night of fun!
*Tickets must be purchased by Oct. 5 to guarantee a door prize*

5 drinks per ticket - Choose from wines, wine slush, vodka slush and beers.

Beer

*Live Music by Rod Johnson*  Tickets available at: Woodley Insurance

Event held at: Laurens Country Club, 12582 Hwy 10, Laurens

1
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Chili Open
8” Cup Tournament

SATURDAY, September 23
11 A.M. Shot Gun Start

2-person best shot
18 holes - $30/PERSON

Call the clubhouse at: (712) 841-2287
 to reserve a cart! 

Last Tournament of the Season!

12582 Hwy 10
Laurens, IA 50554
(712) 841-2287

10
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At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
September 20, 2017 

Our Book Club 
Choice for 
September is 
Ray Bradbury’s 
classic, 
Fahrenheit 451. 
This is another 
one of those 
classics that I have not read and 
it seems the perfect choice with 
Banned Books Week September 
24-30. In case you too have yet to 
read this book, here is our catalog’s 
concise description, “A totalitarian 
regime has ordered all books to 
be destroyed, but one of the book 
burners suddenly realizes their 
merit.” I’m about halfway through 
the book right now, and I have 
to say I am totally engrossed in 
it (Well, other than that week I 
put it down to read a just released 
book by a favorite author!) Join us 
Monday September 25th at 7 p.m. 
to discuss this book.
     When travel to Cuba was 
opened up earlier this year, I was 
intrigued, even though I really had 
no intention of going there. Well, 
when I found out that PAC High 
School math teacher Katie Wilford 
had included Cuba in her travels 
this summer, I asked if she would 

At the Library

share her experiences with us. I 
am so pleased that she said yes! 
So, join me at 7 p.m. on Monday, 
October 2 and live vicariously 

through Katie’s 
travels to 
Cuba!
     New fiction 
lately includes: 
Cuban Affair 
by Nelson 
DeMille, To 
Be Where You 

Are by Jan Karon, You Say it First 
by Susan Mallery, Echo of Murder 
by Anne Perry, Love and Other 
Consolation Prizes by Jamie Ford, 
Enigma by Catherine Coulter and 
Column of Fire by Ken Follett.      
     If you’re looking for a fun 
DVD to watch with your kids, we 
have the new Captain Underpants 
movie!

COMING EVENTS
• Sea You Soon Story Time

• Tot Time  Every Monday at 
10 a.m.

• Take it Tuesday - 1st Tuesday 
6:30 p.m.

• Open Scrapbooking – 3rd 
Tuesday 5-8 p.m. 

• Card Making – 4th Tuesday at 
6:30 p.m.

• Book Club 4th Monday at 
7 p.m.

• Katie Wilford’s Travels to Cuba 
October 2 at 7 p.m.

• Library Foundation’s Pancake 
Supper 5-7 p.m. October 19

• Magician Larry Dunbar October 
31st (of course!) 

• Death Comes for Us All 
(Victorian death and funeral 

practices) – 7 p.m. November 1st 
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Extension News 

4-H Find Out 
Open House
All youth in 4th through 
12th grade are invited to join 
Pocahontas County 4-H.  There 
will be an informational come 
and go meeting Thursday, 
October 5 from 3:00 p.m. until 
6:00 p.m. at the ISU Extension 
and Outreach Office Pocahontas 
County located at 305 N Main in 
Pocahontas.  
     Families that are already 
members of Pocahontas County 
4-H are welcome to stop in and 
get re-enrolled that afternoon.  If 
you are interested in joining 4-H, 
but can’t make the Open House, 
contact Lisa at 712-335-3103 or 
lzeman@iastate.edu

2nd and 3rd 
Grade After 
School Program
ISU Extension and Outreach 
Pocahontas County and the 
Pocahontas County Conservation 
will offer a once a month program 
for children in 2nd and 3rd grade.  
The group will meet at the PAC 
elementary lunchroom and the 
Laurens Public Library.  This 
free program will offer hands 
on educational lessons, after 
school snack, and a craft.  The 
registration forms are due no later 
than October 2 and are available 
at the ISU Extension Office 
Pocahontas County, 305 N Main, 
Pocahontas.  If you have questions 
regarding this program, please 
contact Lisa at:    712-335-3103 
or email: lzeman@iastate.edu

3rd and 4th 
Grade After 
School Robotics
ISU Extension and Outreach 
Pocahontas County invites all 
3rd and 4th grade students that 
have not had the opportunity 
to participate in any of the Lego 
Mindstorm Robotics activities 
to join this short-term after 
school program. Sue Jarvis, 4-H 
volunteer will hold 6 afterschool 
times to teach children beginning 
building and program skills.  
     The first session will be held 
October 24 and the last one 
will be held November 7. Once 
you are registered, you will 
receive a complete schedule. The 
registration deadline is Monday, 
October 9. The registration is 
online at https://ia.4honline.com.  
     If you need help with the 
registration process or have 
questions, please contact Lisa at 
712-335-3103 or email lzeman@
iastate.edu.

STEM & the Arts Festival in Buena 
Vista County
REGISTER NOW!  … A day of fun-filled, mind blowing “STEM-
ulating” and “Art-tastic” activities designed for youth in 4th-8th grade to 
address the Iowa Governor’s STEM initiative. 
     Mark your calendar today! Saturday, October 7, 2017! Registration at 
8:45 a.m. Event from 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. at Buena Vista University in 
Storm Lake.
     Registration online at: https://form.jotform.com/72366662302151
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Yard and 
Garden: Timing 
and Applying 
Broadleaf Lawn 
Herbicides
The air has a bit of a chill in it in 
the mornings. Fall is almost here, 
which means it’s time to think 
about preparing lawns with weed 
control. Fall is an excellent time 
to apply broadleaf herbicides for 
perennial broadleaf control, but 
take care to do it properly and 
effectively.
     Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach horticulturists can 
help answer questions about the 
right time and methods to apply 
broadleaf herbicides.To have 
additional questions answered, 
contact the ISU Hortline at 515-
294-3108 or hortline@iastate.edu.
     When is the best time to 
apply a broadleaf herbicide to 
the lawn? Fall (mid-September to 
early November) is the best time 
to control perennial broadleaf 
weeds in the lawn with broadleaf 
herbicides. In fall, perennial 
broadleaf weeds are transporting 
food (carbohydrates) from their 
foliage to their roots in preparation 
for winter. Broadleaf herbicides 
applied in fall will be absorbed by 
the broadleaf weed’s foliage and 
transported to the roots along with 

the carbohydrates, resulting in 
the destruction of the broadleaf 
weeds. Spring applications are less 
effective than fall applications.
     Which herbicides will 
effectively control broadleaf 
weeds in the lawn? Effective 
broadleaf herbicides include 2,4-
D, MCPP, dicamba, triclopyr 
and others. The most effective 
broadleaf herbicide products 
contain a mixture of two or three 
herbicides, as no single compound 
will control all broadleaf weeds.
     What is the proper way to 
apply a broadleaf herbicide to 
the lawn? Broadleaf herbicides 
can be applied as liquids or 
granules. Before applying any 
herbicide, carefully read and 
follow label directions.  
     When applying liquid 
formulations, avoid potential 
spray drift problems by following 
simple precautions. Don’t spray 
when winds exceed 5 mph. Also, 
don’t spray when temperatures 
are forecast to exceed 85 degrees 
Fahrenheit within 24 hours of 
the application. Since coarse 
droplets are less likely to drift 
than fine sprays, select a nozzle 
that produces coarse droplets 
and use low sprayer pressure 
when applying liquid broadleaf 
herbicides. 
     When spraying, keep the 
nozzle close to the ground. If 
only a few areas in the lawn have 
broadleaf weeds, spot treat these 
areas rather than spraying the 

entire lawn. Apply just enough 
material to wet the leaf surfaces. 
A single application of a broadleaf 
herbicide kills many broadleaf 
weeds.  Difficult-to-control weeds, 
such as violets, will likely require 
two applications.  
     Granular broadleaf herbicides 
are usually combined with 
fertilizers. Apply granular 
broadleaf herbicides and fertilizer/
broadleaf herbicide combinations 
when the foliage is wet. Broadleaf 
herbicides are absorbed by the 
weed’s foliage, not its roots. To be 
effective, the granules must stick 
to the weeds and the herbicide 
absorbed by the weed’s foliage. 
Apply granular products in the 
early morning when the foliage is 
wet with dew or irrigate the lawn 
prior to the application.  
     To ensure adequate leaf surface 
and herbicide absorption, don’t 
mow the lawn two to three days 
before treatment.  After treatment, 
allow three to four days to pass 
before mowing. This allows 
sufficient time for the broadleaf 
weeds to absorb the herbicide and 
translocate it to their roots. To 
prevent the broadleaf herbicide 
from being washed off the weed’s 
foliage, apply these materials 
when no rain is forecast for 24 
hours. Also, don’t irrigate treated 
lawns within 24 hours of the 
application.  
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Management 
Recommendations, 
Scouting for Fall 
Corn Diseases 
As the 2017 growing season 
comes to an end, agronomists and 
farmers are reminded to scout 
for stalk and ear rots of corn 
as harvest nears. According to 
Alison Robertson, professor and 
extension crop plant pathologist 
at Iowa State University, stalk rots 
may be more prevalent this year, 
due to the stressful growing season 
across most of Iowa.
     So far, Robertson has started 
seeing some anthracnose and 
Fusarium stalk rot, along with 
some Gibberella and Fusarium 
ear rot. While Robertson believes 
the moisture that Iowa has 
received over the past two weeks 
has likely mitigated some risk, 

she recommends farmers and 
agronomists begin scouting now.
     “Farmers should start scouting 
for ear and stalk rots from 
approximately the one-half milk 
line and onwards,” said Robertson. 
“If 10 percent or more of plants in 
the field are affected, they should 
think about scheduling an earlier 
harvest.”
     To help farmers and 
agronomists identify, scout and 
manage corn diseases, a new 
Corn Diseases booklet, published 
by Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach, is now 
available to crop producers and 
industry professionals. The up-
to-date publication provides 
current recommendations 
for management, along with 
identification and scouting 
information. Also included are 
illustrated disease cycles for 
primary diseases, a foliar disease 
estimation chart and corn growth 
and development and staging 

information.
     “We update these 
publications every 
so often to make 
sure they remain 
current with new 
information and to 
increase the usefulness 
to farmers and ag 
business personnel,” 
said Adam Sisson, 
extension specialist 
for the Integrated Pest 
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Management Program at Iowa 
State. “The revised Corn Diseases 
publication includes many new 
images and updated disease 
listings such as bacterial leaf streak 
and tar spot.”
     The Corn Diseases publication 
is available to purchase online at 
the Extension Store at https://
store.extension.iastate.edu/. A 
hard copy of the publication 
costs $5; boxed quantities of 
50 for a reduced price of $3.50 
per publication also is available. 
Printable downloads are $2.50 
each.
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