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School News & Local News

Real World Application Seen in the 
Industrial Technology Classroom
Studies have shown that students understand and retain knowledge best when 
they have applied it in a practical and relevant setting.  The new Laurens-
Marathon industrial technology teacher, Ken Kunickis, and his high school 
construction class is experiencing this fi rst-hand. Mr. Kunickis, along with the 
support of Supt. Iner Joelson, encouraged the Laurens-Marathon high school 
construction class to take on the challenge of designing and fabricating a 
large outdoor bench. The students in the construction class learned real world 
application by learning how to design and estimate a project.  The students had 
to apply skills and knowledge to this real-world situation. Mr. Kunickis taught 
them to draw upon the knowledge they had learned in their core subjects such as 
reading, writing, science, and math along with their newly acquired construction 

Pictured L to R: Mike Hawley, Jose Martinez, LM Kitchen staff, Carrissa Stethem, teacher Ken 
Kunickis, Mary Conlon, Tre Seiler, Greg Bergen

...continued to page 2...

Ballot 
Referendums 
Would Provide 
Funds for Street 
Repairs
The City hears lots of complaints 
about the condition of our streets, 
and we have for a number of years 
now.  Believe me, we’d love to be 
doing more, each year, to maintain 
and repair our streets, however, the 
budget just doesn’t allow for it.
We’re all looking forward to the 
completion of the East Street and 
Veterans Road street project-that 
project will come in at about $2.2 
million, less the $500,000 CDBG 
grant.  The funds required to 
complete this much-needed project 
were borrowed with the City’s 
sale of General Obligation bonds.  
Obviously, we can’t borrow money 
every time we need to make street 
repairs—there are limits (legal 
limits) to a city’s borrowing.
     So, what can be done to improve 
what we can do to take care of our 

...continued to page 9...
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skills to complete this task.  Mr. 
Kunickis taught the students how to 
apply the ergonomic standards, and 
process that information in order to 
complete this project for installation.  
The students then took their  ideas 
and created a design. They then 
learned how to estimate the project 
cost and materials needed. The 
students were then able to pitch a 
presentation of the bench project 
to Supt. Joelson. Supt. Joelson 
gave his ok, and the project was 
underway. The twelve foot bench was 
constructed from treated lumber, and 
it will be used outside by the students 
and staff at LM.        
     The students also saw a need for 
a new screen door in the Laurens-
Marathon kitchen.  Mr. Kunickis 
met with head cook, Carrissa 
Stethem, and head custodian, 
James Litwiller, to “work together” 
to discuss the type of screen door 
needed. Mr. Kunickis then went back 
to his woodworking class as they 
planned together the construction 
of the new screen door. This 
custom sized door provides greater 
circulation of air for kitchen staff, 
and it replaced the worn-out double 
door that was there. 
     These types of hands-on projects 
help the students prepare for success 
in the work force. Authentic practice 
is an important Iowa 21st Century 
learning skill. Students learn through 
these types of experiences, and they 
learn how to apply the conceptual 
learning needed.  Students in these 
classes taught by Mr Ken Kunickis, 

...continued from page 1... work in a collaborative effort with 
other staff and departments in the 
school. They are able to learn the 
basic background knowledge and 
sequence of procedures that are 
necessary for construction projects to 
come to completion.

Mike Hawley, Haily Runneberg, Jesse Ortiz, and Keton Alexander.
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Thank You 
Kiwanis!
Laurens Care Center would like 
to send out a big Thank You to 
the Kiwanis for donating $1,600 
to the activity department for 
the new 70 inch fl at screen!! The 
residents absolutely love it!!

Pocahontas County Pheasants Forver
Games and Raf  es! 

Silent and Live Auction  to follow Dinner!
The funds raised from this event are used to support 
habitat and youth programs in Pocahontas County.

ITEM COST

Membership and 1 Dinner Ticket $50.00

Member Dinner Ticket $16.00

Guest Dinner Ticket $16.00

Ringneck Mbr & Steak Dinner $20.00

Ringneck Mbr & Hamburger Dinner $11.00

Remington Versa Max Raffl e Tickets 1/$10 or 3/$25

iPad 3 Raffl e Tickets 1/$10 or 3/$25

PF Membership Only $35

Platinum Sponsor $1000

Gold Sponsor $500

Silver Sponsor $250

For More Information 

about being a sponsor 

or to order dinner tickets,

contact Pocahontas 

Pheasants Forever at

712.848.3383 or email:

pocahontaspheasantsforever@gmail.com

OUTSIDE

RAFFLE 

ITEMS
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The 2013-2014 Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) has been
established to help qualifying low-income Iowa homeowners and renters pay for a
portion of their primary heating costs for the winter heating season.

The assistance is based on household income, household size, type of fuel and type
of housing.

Household 3-Month Annual When To Apply Application Dates
Size Gross Income Gross Income Elderly (60 & over) Oct. 1st - Apr. 30th

1 4,309$          17,235$        Disabled Oct. 1st - Apr. 30th
2 5,816$          23,265$        All Other Nov. 1st - Apr. 30th
3 7,324$          29,295$        
4 8,831$          35,325$        
5 10,339$        41,355$        
6 11,846$        47,385$        

For households with more than 6 members, add $1,508 per 3 months or $6,030 annually for
each additional member.  To apply or if you need help or have questions, call 712-335-3335.

2013 - 2014 IOWA HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Attention:  Residential Customers - Need Help With Your Heating Bill?

PAID FOR BY THE LAURENS MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC UTILITY

Advertising
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Piano Concert at 
Evangelical Free 
Church 
Sam Rotman, pianist, will be in 
concert on Saturday, October 26 at 
7 p.m. at the Evangelical Free 
Church in Albert City. 
     When Sam 
Rotman made 
his debut at the 
age of 16 with 
the San Antonio 
Symphony 
Orchestra, the 
Baldwin Keynote 
Magazine wrote, 
“Sam Rotman is a 
pianist with abundant potential.”
     Mr. Rotman received his Bachelor 
and Master of Music degrees from 
the Juilliard School in New York 
City.  While a student, he was the 
recipient of nine awards.  He has 
given over 2500 performances in 
58 countries around the world.  
He was the Laureate Winner in 
the 4th International Beethoven 
Competition in Vienna, Austria.
     In addition to his performance, 
Sam Rotman will relate how his life 
changed one day during his third 
year at Juilliard when 3 students 
questioned him about his religious 
beliefs and about his perspective 
of Jesus as Messiah.  As a Jew, Sam 
had never read the New Testament.  
His subsequent study of the New 
Testament and comparison to the 
Jewish Old Testament changed the 
journey of his life.

Iowa College Application Campaign 
to be Held October 29 at Laurens-
Maraton
Program provides hands-on assistance to help students take the fi rst 
big step toward continuing education
     Laurens-Marathon will participate in Iowa College Application Campaign, a 
statewide program sponsored by the Iowa College Student Aid Commission. It 

is part of a national effort to encourage high school seniors to start the 
college application process.
     As part of Iowa’s college access initiative, Laurens-Marathon will 
work with its seniors to complete and submit at least one college 
application during events being held on October 29.
     The goal of the program is to get more students applying to Iowa 
colleges early in their senior year. During this event, students may 
apply to any of Iowa’s 15 community colleges, 3 public universities, 
and the more than 30 independent colleges and universities in which 
they are interested.

     Kayt Klemek, College Application Campaign event Site Coordinator for 
Laurens-Marathon, expects more than 15 seniors to participate with the help of 
volunteers from L-M staff and administration, along with admissions counselors 
from Iowa Central Community College.
     “College Application Campaign can open the door for students by 
encouraging them to take a signifi cant step toward college,” stated Karen Misjak, 
executive director of the Iowa College Student Aid Commission, the state 
agency sponsoring the program. “As educational attainment increases, income 
also increases and the percent of Iowa’s population living in poverty decreases, 
explained Misjak. “With nearly two-thirds of Iowa’s fastest growing occupations 
requiring training or education beyond high school, Laurens-Marathon is 
helping to prepare their students for sustainable future careers in the state.”
     L-M is looking for additional donations of prizes for students who 
complete application and/or donations of food/beverages for student, staff and 
volunteers during this event. If interested, please contact Kayt Klemek from the 
information below.
     More information about College Application Campaign is available at www.
IowaCollegeAid.gov or by contacting the Iowa College Student Aid Commission 
at 877-272-4456. For more information on Laurens-Marathon’s involvement 
in College Application Campaign, please contact Kayt Klemek, College 
Application Campaign Site Coordinator at kaytklemek@lm.k12.ia.us or 712-
841-5000.
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The Thursday night special at 
Laurens Golf & Country Club for 
Thursday, Oct. 17 will be french dip 
with salad or fries. Public Welcome!

Announcements

Free walnuts! Located west of 
Laurens at Swan Lake Pioneer 
Cemetery. 1 3/4 west of Laurens. 
Help yourself.  

“PS” is Project Share – a program that assists needy
households in paying their winter energy bills. You
can help this effort by adding a regular Project
Share contribution to your utility payment, or by
making a direct donation to Project Share. These
funds are distributed to your neighbors in need.

A local social service agency carefully identifies
those residents who qualify, and a local committee
oversees Project Share to guarantee that all
contributions are handled equitably and efficiently.

Adding a “PS” – a Project Share contribution to
your utility payment each month is a simple way to
share some warmth with those who need it.

Laurens Municipal Utilities, I would like to help a
neighbor with a tax deductible contribution to
Project Share.

_______________________________________________
Name
_______________________________________________
Address
_____________________________________________________
City Phone

I will contribute $____________ per month to Project Share.
I understand this amount will be billed to me monthly.

I have enclosed a $___________ donation to Project Share.

Add a
“PS”
To help a neighbor

Wednesday, Oct. 16th is the 
Laurens Golf & Country Club 
Annual Meeting with Oyster Stew, 
Chili, and homemade pies serving 
from 5-7 p.m. with the meeting to 
follow.  
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Services Held 
Recently for Betty 
A. Stone 
Betty A. Stone, age 81, of Marathon, 
Iowa died Sunday, October 13, 2013 
at the Sioux Care Center in Sioux 
Rapids, Iowa. 
     Funeral services were held at 
10:30 a.m., Wednesday, October 16, 
at the United Methodist Church in 
Marathon. Burial was 
in the Poland Township 
Cemetery in Marathon. 
Visitation was held 
from 5-7:00 p.m., on 
Tuesday, October 15 
at the Sliefert Funeral 
Home in Sioux Rapids. 
The Sliefert Funeral 
Home of Sioux Rapids 
was in charge of the 
arrangements.
     Betty Ann Wittrock, 
the daughter of Edward 
and Annetta L. (Troxel) 
Wittrock, was born near Sutherland, 
Iowa, on October 4, 1932.  She 
attended her fi rst few years of school 
in Sutherland, Iowa. In 1941, the 
family moved to a farm south of 
Hartley, Iowa. She completed her 
eighth grade education at the Omega 
#8 country school. Betty continued 
her education in Hartley and was a 
1950 graduate of the Hartley High 
School. Following graduation, she 
was employed as a bookkeeper at a 
bank in Spencer, Iowa.
     On January 23, 1955, Betty was 
united in marriage to Gordon Stone 

at the United Methodist Church 
in Hartley. This couple was blessed 
with three children: Bruce, Sandra, 
and Debera. Betty and Gordon’s 
married lifetime has been spent on 
their farm west of Marathon. Betty 
was a devoted wife, mother, and 
homemaker. She worked alongside 
Gordon in their farming operation. 
     Betty was a member of the 
Marathon United Methodist Church 
where she taught Sunday School 
for many years and had served as 

the Sunday School 
Superintendent.  She 
was also very active 
in the U.M.W. and 
church circles. Betty had 
served several offi ces on 
the church board and 
women’s ministries.  
     Betty’s life will always 
be cherished by her 
family, which include 
her devoted husband of 
over 58 years, Gordon, 
of Marathon, Iowa; 
her children: Bruce L. 

(Laurie) Stone of Marathon, Iowa; 
Sandra R. Stone of Pleasant Hill, 
Iowa; and Debera K. (Dave) Howdle 
of Altoona, Iowa; six grandchildren; 
eight great grandchildren; her 
brother, Richard Wittrock of 
Milford, Iowa; her sister, Dorothy 
Thomas of Bellevue, Nebraska; 
many extended family members and 
friends.
     She was preceded in death by her 
parents; and two brothers, James and 
Keith.
     May God bless the memory of 
Betty A. Stone.

Local & School 
Calendar
Oct. 17 - Conference Volleyball 
Tournament at Laurens at 4:30 p.m., 
varsity; JH Volleyball with Newell/
Fonda at Laurens at 4:00 p.m.; Girls 
& Boys Regional Cross Country.

Oct. 18 - Football with West Bend/
Mallard at West Bend at 7:00 p.m.; 
1st Quarter Ends.

Oct. 19 - Twin Lakes Conference 
Cross Country meet at Pocahontas at 
9:00 a.m., girls & boys varsity.

Oct. 21 - No School-Professional 
Development; JV Football with West 
Bend/Mallard at Laurens at 6:00 
p.m.; JH Football with West Bend/
Mallard at Laurens at 4:00 p.m., 
7th & 8th; Laurens City Council 
will meet at 5:00 p.m. at City Hall; 
Curbside Recycling-be sure to have 
your recyclables to the curb early.

Oct. 22 - 2nd Quarter begins; 
Regional Volleyball.

Oct. 23 - Professional Development 
from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m.-Classes 
begin at 10:20 a.m.; No breakfast 
served.

Oct. 24 - High School & Middle 
School Vocal Fall Concert at 7:00 
p.m.; District Cross Country; 
Laurens Public Library Foundation’s 
Pancake Supper from 5:00 to 7:00 
p.m.
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streets?  The key word there is “our.”  
These are our streets and when it 
comes to the repair and maintenance 
of the streets, it is ultimately our own 
responsibility.
     Let’s start with the fact that it costs 
about $55,000 to repave a street with 
asphalt.  If we add curb and gutter, 
that cost hits about $72,000.  With 
our current budget, we can do about 
two, maybe three blocks per year.  The 
City Council and I have looked for 
ways to increase the funds that the 
City has available for street repairs.
     Recently we put into place a storm 
sewer utility which will provide for 
the maintenance and repair of storm 
sewers, catch basins, etc.—these repairs 
were often rolled up into street repairs 
and they siphoned off precious street 
repair funds.  
     Recently, the council met in a 
special work session to discuss ways to 
increase funding for street repairs.  The 
council, the City Manager and I were 
all in agreement that we should take 
two positive steps that I will outline 
below.  However, we’ll need your 
support at the ballot box on November 
5th in order to move forward.
     We are proposing a Capital 
Improvement Levy which will provide 
tax funds strictly for use on street 
improvements.  The levy would be 
$0.675 per $1,000 taxable value.  For a 
homeowner with a $50,000 home, this 
would mean an additional $17.55 per 
year.  The capital improvement levy 
would generate approximately $17,756 
per year for road maintenance and 
repair.  The Capital Improvement Levy 
will be on the ballot this November 
5th, and I would ask that you would 

give it your support!
     Also, we’re proposing a change 
in the allocation of the local option 
sales tax (LOST).  This sales tax is 
collected already, whenever someone 
makes a taxable purchase here in 
town.  We’d like to change the 20% 
currently allocated towards General 
Obligation debt relief to go towards 
street improvements.  Changing this 
allocation will, in effect, raise property 
taxes approximately $0.85 per $1,000 
taxable valuation.  The owner of a 
$50,000 home will pay approximately 
$42.54 per year in additional 
property taxes, as money previously 
available to pay down debt would be 
reallocated towards street projects.  
The reallocation of the LOST will 
also appear as a ballot referendum this 
November 5th and I would ask that 
you support this change!
     Taken together, these two ballot 
referendums (Capital Improvement 
Levy and LOST reallocation) add up 
to about $60 per year or about $5.00 
per month for the owner of a home 
valued at $50,000.
     You might ask what’s the alternative 
or what do other communities do—
well, the answer to that question 
is most likely the use of special 
assessments.  This is what the City 
did with downtown businesses when 
we undertook the downtown project 
a few years back.  Each property 
owner was assessed a portion of the 
cost of the street, sidewalk, curb/
gutter, etc.  Many communities use 
these same special assessments for 
street repairs undertaken in residential 
areas.  If we were to assess the cost of 
a typical street repaving to the owner 
of the same $50,000 home that we’ve 

discussed here earlier, the cost would 
be approximately $7,500. This would 
be spread out over ten years on your 
property taxes.  That’s about $750 a 
year, plus interest for ten years! 
     I think that, if you give this some 
thought, you will see the merit in the 
two ballot referendums that we are 
proposing.  The special assessment 
alternative would appear to be much 
less appealing.  One or the other of 
these is going to happen—  Make 
some modest changes with the ballot 
referendums as outlined above or the 
use of special assessments for street 
repairs.  I’d ask that you support the 
two ballot referendums so that we 
can forego the need to use special 
assessments as a routine way of 
fi nancing necessary street repairs in the 
future. 
     The City Council will be holding 
an open forum regarding streets and 
the items I have mentioned above on 
Wednesday, October 23rd at 5:15 PM 
in the city council chambers.  If you 
have questions or concerns, please feel 
free to join us there.
     In closing, let me ask you once 
again for your support of the two 
ballot referendums that will appear on 
the November 5th ballot.  These streets 
are our responsibility and we need to 
take some positive steps to insure that 
we can keep them in good shape!
     Thank you for supporting the 
ballot referendums!

...continued from page 1...
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CAASA, Centers of 
Hope Announces 
New Staff 
Centers Against 
Abuse & Sexual 
Assault, Centers of 
Hope (CAASA), a 
private non-profi t 
agency providing 
services to victims of 
sexual and domestic 
violence in Buena 
Vista, Cherokee, 
Clay, Dickinson, Emmet, Ida, Palo 
Alto, Pocahontas and Sac counties, 
would like to announce exciting 
changes to their agency. Due to the 
recent reorganization, CAASA has 
been able to hire new staff, providing 
the ability to serve more victims. In 
addition, CAASA has also added 
Pocahontas County to their service 
area. 
     Jenny Ahlers, who has been 
employed with CAASA, Centers 
of Hope for seven years, is now the 
Sexual Abuse Advocate 
for Buena Vista and 
Pocahontas Counties. 
Jenny is dually-certifi ed as 
a sexual abuse advocate and 
a domestic abuse advocate 
and has served in both of 
these roles over the past 
seven years.
     Chelsea Hogrefe has 
been hired as the Domestic 

Abuse Advocate for Buena Vista 
and Pocahontas Counties. Chelsea 
comes to CAASA, Centers of 
Hope with a broad range of 

experience and is 
currently undergoing 
the certifi cation process 
to become a Domestic 
Abuse Advocate. 
     Jenny and Chelsea 
will be providing on-
going victim services 
in both counties 
and are also eager to 
provide community 
presentations and 

trainings, host awareness activities 
and events, and collaborate with 
community partners. 
     CAASA, Centers of Hope 
services include a 24 hour crisis 
line, bi-lingual services, crisis 
counseling and advocacy for adults 
and children, support groups for 
adults and children, emergency 
shelter, medical and legal advocacy, 
school outreach and violence 
prevention programs, community 

     
FARM BUREAU AGENT 

I know health insurance.

Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Iowa is an Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. H2C-ML-1 (4-12) FB-14-P-10

{ You should feel better already! }{ You should feel better already! }{ You should feel better already! }{ You should feel better already! }

Jesse Newgard

100 East Elm Ave.
Pocahontas, IA 50574

712-335-4818

education and information 
programs, and professional 
education.
     The mission of CAASA, Centers 
of Hope is to eliminate personal, 
institutional and societal violence 
against individuals by empowering 
victim/survivors and providing 
supportive programs and services.  
     If you would like more 
information about CAASA, Centers 
of Hope services or information 
on sexual and/or domestic 
violence, please contact Jenny 
or Chelsea at 712-732-8120 or 
email jenny@caasaonline.org or 
chelsea@caasaonline.org. If you 
would like to learn more about 
CAASA, Centers of Hope volunteer 
opportunities, please email Minde 
at minde@caasaonline.org. 



Biggest Little Paper In Town! 11

Annoucements 

Fonda Arts Center 
to Host Fall Wine 
Tasting
Set aside the evening of Sunday, 
October 20th, to enjoy a special 
evening to “wine & dine” as the 
Fonda Arts Center hosts its fall Wine 
Tasting.  
     The Garden Winery of Callender 
will present their Iowa wines, 
accompanied by a selection of cheeses 
and other fi nger foods, all enhanced 
by the background music of Sherry 
Gustafson at the piano.  Then relax 
to the Songs of Neil Diamond and 
Olivia Newton-John, performed by 
Fonda’s Larry Heschke and Tammy 
Voss Lange.  Coffee, tea, and a taste 
of something sweet will send you 
on your way; a perfect fi nale to an 
enjoyable evening.  
     All this starts at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Fonda Arts Center on the northwest 
corner of Fourth and Main Streets in 
Fonda.  Tickets are limited; available 
by calling 712-288-6278 or 712-
830-3833.

Bridal Shower
St. John Lutheran Church, rural 
Albert City will host a community 
bridal shower honoring Renee Ring 
and Dan Nuehring on Sunday, 
October 13 at 3 p.m. There will be 
a short program at 3:15 p.m. Renee 
is the daughter of Jayne Matthews of 
Neola, IA and Ben Ring of Council 
Bluffs. Dan is the son of Roger and 
Rae Jean Nuehring of Albert City. 
The couple is registered at The Straw 
Horse.  

Halloween 
Carnival at LCC
Dress up in your costumes and 
join the Laurens Care Center on 
Thursday, October 31st from 
4-5 p.m. for our second annual 
Halloween Carnival! It will be a 
spooky fun time fi lled with games 
and candy! Staff and residents will 
be dressed up and in the spirit to see 
this year’s costumes! 

Thank You!
Thanks to all my friends and relatives for helping me celebrate my birthday.  The 
cards, calls, and visits all helped make it a great celebration.  My sincere thanks 
to everyone for your thoughtfulness.  It was very much appreciated.  

Tom Vitzthum

Joan Leuer 
When: October 19, 2013 from 

7:00pm—?? 

Where: The Reservation, Laurens, IA 

Pulled Pork Sandwiches 
Wings
Snacks

Joan Leuer 
When: October 19, 2013 from 

7:00pm—?? 

Where: The Reservation, Laurens, IA

Joan Leuer 
When: October 19, 2013 from 

7:00pm—?? 

Where: The Reservation, Laurens, IA

Joan Leuer 
When: October 19, 2013 from 

7:00pm—?? 

Where: The Reservation, Laurens, IA

Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.thepapernow.com

100% User 
Generated Content!
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OLSON-BIERI-CHRISTENSEN
D.D.S., P.C.

Linda Olson Bieri, D.D.S.
Steven Christensen, D.D.S.

P.O. Box 124•111 west main•Laurens, IA 50554
(712) 841-4930•fax (712) 841-4720•toll free (877) 849-1756

Satellite office
p.o. box 509•1724 hill ave•suite 100•spirit lake, ia 51360

(712) 336-9111
www.bieri-christensen-dds.com

Kristy Mather, C.P.A.
15204 450th St.

Laurens, IA 50554
Business Phone: (712) 845-2311

Fax: (712) 845-2311
E-mail: bo omln@ncn.net

The Bottom LineThe Bottom Line
Tax & Accounting ServicesTax & Accounting Services

•INTERNET ACCESS
•NON-SMOKING
•AIR CONDITIONED
•CABLE TV
•MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED

Lodge Inn Laurens
“Your Home Away From Home”

Reservations
Jayne Woodin   712.450.2411 www.lodgeinnlaurens.com

Jolliffe & Co.
Professional Tax & 

Accounting Services

101 South Third St.
P.O. Box 126
Laurens, IA 50554
Phone: (712) 841-2671
Fax: (712) 841-2673

1207 Hwy. 59 North
P.O. Box 438

Cherokee, IA 51012
Phone: (712) 225-6403

Fax: (712) 225-6404

Check Out this Week’s Ad 
by Clicking the Link Below!

Weekly Ad

Laurens, IA

Phone: (712) 841-4513
Store Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

JH Design Bridal Registry

Kelsey Bell & Christopher Ruthart  
Wedding - December 14

Amy Olson & Barry Hakes  
 Wedding - October 19

217 W. Veterans Rd., Laurens, IA 50554
www.jhdesignstudioia.com

(712) 841-4585

http://adimages.nashfinch.com/storead.php?store=LAU
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This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Wed., Oct. 16th  
Confi rmation class @ 5 p.m.
Hands of Hope Puppet Troop @ 7 p.m.
Missions Committee meeting @ 7 p.m.
Administrative Council @ 8:15 p.m.

Thurs., Oct. 17th  
Rachel Circle @ 9:15 a.m. at Mary Svuba’s
Dorcas Circle @ 2 p.m. in the Wesley Room
Grand Ole Opry Dress Rehearsal @ 7 p.m.

Fri., Oct. 18th    
Men’s Bible Study @ 7 a.m.

Sat., Oct. 19th    
Grand Ole Opry @ 7 p.m.

Sun., Oct. 20th    
Sunday School @ 9:10 a.m.
Fellowship Coffee @ 9:30 a.m.
Worship @ 10:30 a.m. - Choir performs
Finance Potluck/Pony Express “kick off ” 
following worship
Laurens Community Youth Group (High 
School only) meets from 6-8 p.m. at the First 
Christian Church

Wednesday, October 16, 2013
7:00 PM ~ Council Mtg.

Thursday, October 17, 2013
9:00 AM ~ Morning Circle at Pat Boughey
2:00 PM ~ Afternoon Circle

Friday, October 18, 2013
12:00 PM ~ 50+ Potluck & Program

Sunday, October 20, 2013
9:00 AM ~ Confi rmation Class
9:15 AM ~ Coffee Fellowship
9:15 AM ~ Sunday School
9:30 AM ~ Adult SS
10:30 AM ~ Worship w/Communion
& SS skit & song & Special Offering for 
Belize
11:30 AM ~ Potluck 

Tuesday, October 22, 2013 
10:00-11:00 AM ~ Coffee/Refreshments w/
Pastor Jerry
7:00 PM ~ Hand Bell Rehearsal

Sacred Heart 
Church Laurens
Pastor ~ Fr. John J. Gerald 
Weekday Mass : Friday, 8:00 AM
Weekend Mass: Sunday 8:30 AM (July-
October)

Cluster Parishes
St. Joseph Catholic Church, Sioux Rapids
Weekday Mass: (Monday & Wednesday) 
8:00 AM 
Weekend Mass: Saturday 5:00 PM 
St. Louis Catholic Church, Royal
Weekday Mass: (Tuesday & Thursday) 
8:00 AM
Weekend Mass: Sunday 10:30 AM
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This Week at First 
Christian Church 
Wednesday, Oct. 16  
1:00 p.m. - Willing Workers
6:00 p.m. - Midweek Bible Study
       
Thursday, Oct. 17    
7:00 p.m. - AA Meeting

Sunday, Oct. 20  
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School  
10:30 a.m. - Worship             
6:00 p.m. - Laurens Area Youth Group 
(High School) at First Christian Church 
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Extension News

Pocahontas County ISU Extension 
& Outreach 2nd & 3rd Grade 
Afterschool 
Students at both LM and PAC had the opportunity to do 
some community service and help the Pocahontas County 
Conservation get ready for their Halloween Hike.  Students 
learned all about pumpkins and then carved jack-o-lanterns 
for the hike.  To fi nd out about other youth opportunities 
in Pocahontas County, contact the Pocahontas County ISU 
Extension and Outreach at 712-335-3103.
 

5-8 Grade 4-H’ers to 
ISU
4-H’ers from Palo Alto, Pocahontas, and 
Calhoun counties traveled to the Iowa 
State University campus in Ames on 
Saturday, October 5.  4-H’ers had a great 
time watching the SCUM Chemistry Club 
show off some of their experiments.  The 
4-H’ers then attended the ISU Stampede 
Rodeo.  To fi nd out about other youth 
opportunities in Pocahontas County, 
contact the Pocahontas County ISU 
Extension and Outreach offi ce at 712-335-
3103.
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Yard and Garden: 
Colorful Fall 
Foliage
There are many 
things such as 
temperature, 
moisture, rain, 
wind and the 
availability of sunlight that impact the 
quality of fall color – but having the 
right trees, shrubs, vines and perennials 
will add to colors in the home landscape 
each fall. Horticulturists with Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach 
point out types of trees and plants 
that have colorful fall foliage. To have 
additional questions answered, contact 
the Hortline at hortline@iastate.edu or 
call 515-294-3108.
     Which shade trees have colorful 
fall foliage? Shade trees that possess 
excellent fall foliage include Freeman 
maple (Acer x freemanii), Norway maple 
(Acer platanoides), red maple (Acer 
rubrum), sugar maple (Acer saccharum), 
white oak (Quercus alba), red oak 
(Quercus rubra) and black gum (Nyssa 
sylvatica). Freeman maples are hybrids of 
red and silver maples. Their leaves vary 
from orange to red in fall. Widely sold 
Freeman maples include Celebration®, 
Autumn Blaze® and Sienna Glen®. 
Easy Street™, ‘Emerald Queen’ and 
Parkway® are Norway maple cultivars 
with yellow fall foliage. The red maple 
cultivars Red Sunset® and Redpointe™ 
have dark red foliage in fall.
     Sugar maples are native to eastern 
Iowa. Their fall foliage varies from 
yellow to orange to reddish orange. 
‘Commemoration,’ ‘Legacy’ and Fall 

Fiesta™ are excellent sugar maple 
cultivars.
     In fall, the foliage of white oaks is 
often reddish brown, while red oaks 
have wine red foliage. Black gums are 
not widely grown in Iowa. They are 
somewhat diffi cult to transplant and 
prefer moist, well-drained, acidic soils 
(pH 6.0 to 6.5). However, the black 
gum possesses outstanding fall foliage. 
Its foliage is often bright red in fall. 
Other possibilities include ‘Moraine’ 
sweet gum (Liquidambar styracifl ua 
‘Moraine’) with foliage that varies from 
yellow to red to purple, yellowwood 
(Cladrastis kentukea) with yellow fall 
foliage and ginkgo (Ginkgo biloba) 
cultivars ‘Autumn Gold’ and ‘The 
President’ with golden yellow fall color. 
     Which shrubs have colorful foliage 
in fall? Several deciduous shrubs 
have colorful fall foliage. The winged 
euonymus or burning bush (Euonymus 
alatus) has red foliage in fall. The fall 
foliage of fothergilla (Fothergilla spp.) 
varies from yellow to orange to red. 
Common witchhazel (Hamamelis 
virginiana) has yellow leaves in fall. 
In autumn, the foliage of Virginia 
sweetspire (Itea virginica) varies from 
yellow to orange to reddish purple. 
Spicebush (Lindera benzoin), staghorn 
sumac (Rhus typhina) and blackhaw 
viburnum (Viburnum prunifolium) have 
yellow, red and reddish purple foliage 
respectively. 
     Are there any perennials with 
attractive fall foliage? 
Most perennials 
are grown for their 
colorful fl owers. 
However, several 
perennials have 
attractive fall foliage.
     Perennials with 
yellow foliage in 

fall include blue star (Amsonia spp.), 
balloon fl ower (Platycodon spp.), hosta 
(Hosta spp.) and monkshood (Aconitum 
spp.). The sensitive fern (Onoclea 
sensibilis) and royal fern (Osmunda 
regalis) also develop yellow fall color. 
The foliage of pigsqueak (Bergenia 
cordifolia) often turns burgundy red 
in fall. The foliage of many hardy 
geraniums (Geranium spp.) is yellow, 
orange, red or purple in autumn.
      Several ornamental grasses also 
have striking fall color. Switchgrass 
(Panicum spp.) cultivars with colorful 
fall foliage include ‘Rehbraun’ (reddish 
brown), ‘Rotstrahlbusch’ (burgundy 
red) and ‘Prairie Fire’ (wine red). In fall, 
Miscanthus cultivars ‘Purpurascens’ and 
‘November Sunset’ have orange-red and 
golden orange foliage respectively. Little 
bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium) 
has yellow to burnt orange fall color. 
Big bluestem cultivar ‘Blaze’ has orange 
to reddish purple fall color, while ‘Blue 
Heaven’ develops a burgundy red color 
in autumn.
     Are there vines with colorful fall 
foliage? Vines for fall color include 
Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus 
quinquefolia), Boston ivy 
(Parthenocissus tricuspidata) and 
American bittersweet (Celastrus 
scandens). Virginia creeper is native to 
Iowa. It’s palmately compound leaves 
turn purple-red to crimson red in fall. 
The autumn foliage on Boston ivy 
varies from yellow to orange to red. 

Virginia creeper and Boston ivy 
are woody vines that climb objects 
via adhesive-tipped tendrils. 
American bittersweet is also 
native to Iowa. It’s leaves turn 
yellow in fall. Female plants also 
possess attractive reddish orange 
fruit clusters in fall. American 
bittersweet is a twining woody 
vine.  
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