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Local News 

Lincoln 
Performance of 
“A House Divided”
     On Saturday, 
February 15, 2020, 
President’s Day was 
celebrated at the Fonda 
Arts Center in Fonda. 
Lance V. Mack portrayed 
President Abraham 
Lincoln, wearing a long 
black topcoat and a 
stovepipe hat.  
     Lincoln’s boyhood 
in Kentucky was 
remembered with humor 
and his military service 
as a captain during the 
Black Hawk War in 
the Illinois Volunteer 
Militia was highlighted.  
Thereafter, Lincoln discovered his keen 
interest in the law and made a decision 
to study to become a lawyer.  At a dance 
in Springfield, Illinois, during which 
many eligible men and women were in 
attendance, he met his future wife, 
Mary Todd.  Once having become a 

lawyer, Lincoln ran for Congress and 
served one term.  Upon returning to 
Springfield to practice law, he then ran 
for the U.S. Senate against Stephen 
A. Douglas and lost.  Eventually, the
Republican Party asked him to run for

President of 
the United 
States.  The 
night that he 
learned he 
had won the 
Presidency, 
he stayed 
late at the 
telegraph 
office and 
came home 
in the rain 
to tell his 
wife and four 
children.  
     At his first 
presidential 
inauguration, 

Lincoln spoke of the differences 
between those who did not wish to 
extend slavery into the territories and 
those who did.  Despite downplaying 
the issue of slavery at that point, 
Lincoln strongly disapproved of the 
constitution of the southern coalition 

(later the Confederacy) which left 
out references to all men being 
created equal.  
     Fort Sumter at Charleston, 
where the Civil War began, 
presented a special problem for 
Lincoln’s government.    The world 
would ask if a democracy could 
maintain its territorial integrity 
against an internal attempt to 
overthrow it.  Ultimately, Lincoln’s 
government was forced to use its 
war powers.  
     The Civil War raged on from 
April of 1861 until April of 1865.  
In April of 1863, a bloody battle 
at Gettysburg, PA, was won by the 
Union.  In November of 1863, 
Lincoln spoke at the Gettysburg 
Battlefield in remembrance of those 
Americans who died there.  
     Lincoln’s second inaugural 
address took place near the end of 
the War. It contained the phrase, 
“With malice toward none; with 
charity for all”, thereby eloquently 
emphasizing Lincoln’s ideal of 
reunification and a lasting peace 
for the country.  In April of 1865, 
General Robert E. Lee and General 
Ulysses S. Grant met at Appomattox 
Court House where General Lee 

...continued to page 2...
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signed the surrender by the Confederacy.  
Five days later, President Abraham 
Lincoln was assassinated at the Ford 
Theatre.
     Speaker Mack related some of his own 
personal experiences as a Lincoln look-
a-like.  For example, once while cruising 
the Yangtze River in China, Mr. Mack 
could hear Chinese people speaking 
in their own language, yet periodically 
pronouncing the name of “Abraham 
Lincoln”.  Thus, he knew his physical 
resemblance to Abraham Lincoln was 
apparent.  Mack commented that the face 
of Abraham Lincoln may be the most 
recognizable in the world.  
     Following Mr. Mack’s performance, a 
well-attended reception was held at the 
Fonda Arts Center. 
     Several young people and adults 
graciously volunteered their time and 
effort for the event.    

From left to right: Gabriel Coon, Jael Coon, Jesse Coon, Tovah Coon, Uriel Coon, 
and Anna Leu.  Not pictured are youth volunteers Elizabeth Leu and Abby Leu.  

From left to right: Helen Beneke, Ann Beneke, 
Abraham Lincoln (Lance V. Mack), and Marcia Leu.  

Other volunteers not pictured are Connie Dallenbach, 
Gayla Voss, Mary Mohr, Anne Walstead, Don Beneke, 

and the Civil War Reenactors who are Chief Tom 
Shaw, Eric Bruckner, and Kevin Schmitt.  

...continued from page 1...
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If you or someone you care about is living with a brain injury, 
you are not alone. We are a group who lives with or cares 
for someone who lives with brain injury! We exist to support, 

encourage, understand, inform and provide fellowship for brain 
injury survivors and those involved in their lives.   

Northwest Iowa TBI Support Group
A monthly support group held 2nd Thursday of the month

Location:  United Methodist Church, 201 W. Main St., Laurens 
(Park and enter on the south side of the church off of Olive St)

Time: 6:00 p.m.
Contact: Rob Schramm by calling: (515) 570-9816 

or e-mail: NWIowaTBIGroup@gmail.com

Announcements & Advertising 

Come & Go 
Bridal Shower
Please join us for a Come And Go 
Bridal Shower honoring Kolesa 
Herrig, bride elect of Christopher 
Abbas, on Saturday, February 29 
from 2-4 P.M. at the Ag Partners 
Meeting Room in Albert City, IA.
     Kolesa is the daughter of Mark 
and Terry Herrig of Albert City and 
Christopher is the son of Jerry and 
Starr Abbas of Marathon.
     Christopher and Kolesa are 
registered at the following stores: 
Bed Bath & Beyond, Target and The 
Straw Horse-Albert City. 

Help Wanted
Pocahontas County Fair Food Stand Manager

July 15 to July 20, 2020

Pick-up an application at Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach Office, Pocahontas County, 305 North Main 

Street, Pocahontas, IA. Available online at: https://www.
extension.iastate.edu/pocahontas/.

Questions may be directed to Dianne Dirks or Lisa Zeman 
in the Pocahontas County Extension and Outreach Office. 

Applications are due February 28, 2020.
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At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder 
February 19, 2020

There is a lot of talk lately about 
Human Trafficking, so we asked 
Laurens Police Chief Tom Shaw to 
enlighten us about it. Stop Human 
Trafficking will be presented at 
7 p.m. on Wednesday, February 26. 
Come, learn with us about this very 
real threat. 
     Human trafficking is a form of 
modern-day slavery. This crime occurs 
when a trafficker uses force, fraud or 
coercion to control another person for 
the purpose of engaging in 
commercial sex acts or soliciting labor 
or services against his/her will. Force, 
fraud, or coercion need not be present 
if the individual engaging in 
commercial sex is under 18 years of 
age. Human trafficking is a crime that 
hides in plain sight. Often, it simply 
takes an astute police officer, hotel 
worker, or bystander to notice and 
speak up - and save a victim.   
     New novels this week include: No 
Bad Deed by Heather Chavez, Coconut 
Layer Cake Murder by Joanne Fluke, 
Last Girl Standing by Lisa Jackson, 
Chasing Cassandra by Lisa Kleypas, 
Blindside by James Patterson, T he 
Lucky One by Lori Rader-Day, and 
Fountains of Silence by Ruta Sepetys. 
     With donations from the Family 
and Friends of Ron Cowan, we 
purchased the following nonfiction 
selections: Race of Aces: WWII’s 
Elite Airmen and the Epic Battle to 
Become the Master of the Sky by John R 
Bruning, Midnight in Chernobyl: 
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The Untold Story of the World’s 
Greatest Nuclear Disaster by Adam 
Higginbotham, The Splendid and 
the Vile: A Saga of Churchill, Family, 
and Defiance During the Blitz by 
Erik Larson and A Game of Birds and 
Wolves: The Ingenious Young Women 
Whose Secret Board Game Helped Win 
World War II by Simon Parkin. 
     February’s Book Club choice is 
The Alice Network by Kate Quinn. 
This novel is described like this, “In 
an enthralling new historical novel 
from national bestselling author 
Kate Quinn, two women—a female 
spy recruited to the real-life Alice 
Network in France during World 
War I and an unconventional 
American socialite searching for 
her cousin in 1947—are brought 
together in a mesmerizing story of 
courage and redemption.”  We have 
plenty of copies available, so stop 
and get one, then join our discussion 
February 24th, if you wish!

COMING EVENTS

• Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
• Book Club  7 p.m., 4th Monday of

the month
• Card Making 6:30 p.m. 4th

Tuesday monthly
• Take it Tuesday 6:00 p.m. the 1st

Tuesday of the month
• Stop Human Trafficking by Tom

Shaw 7 p.m. February 26
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Services to be Held for 
Margaret Teclaw
Margaret Teclaw, 90 of Johnston, IA passed away 
peacefully surrounded by her family on February 6. 
     She was born August 10, 1929 in Pocahontas, 
Iowa, daughter of Edward and Agnes Carlson. She 
moved with her family to Havelock in 1941 where 
she graduated in 1947. After graduation, she was 
employed with Northwestern Bell in Pocahontas as 
an Operator for nine years.
     She was united in marriage to Marion Teclaw on 
September 15, 1956 in Pocahontas. During their 
marriage, she was a homemaker and raised their five 
children. They made their home in Luverne, MN, 

Laurens, IA and Johnston, IA.
     She was a member of St. Mary of Nazareth Catholic Church in Des Moines. She 
enjoyed reading and doing counted cross stitch in her younger years. She loved playing 
cards, doing cross word puzzles, watching Chicago Cubs baseball games and Iowa State 
Cyclone basketball games. She was noted for her large giraffe collection.
     She is survived by her husband, Marion of 63 years, three daughters: Patricia Teclaw 
of West Des Moines, Bev Teclaw of Johnston, and Jackie Ackerman and husband Nile of 
Swan; one son, Greg Teclaw and wife Cindy of Granby, CT, 10 grandchildren; Nathan 
Spohn, Derrick Meister, Janae Gray and husband Scott, Alex Greig and wife Laura, 
Danielle Greig, Olivia Teclaw, Jake Teclaw, Ryan Teclaw, Megan Ackerman, Nicole 
Ackerman, and 1 great grandchild, Nelson Spohn.
     She was preceded in death by her parents, two daughters, one in infancy and Michelle 
Meister; and a granddaughter, Jasmine Greig and three sisters, Evelyn Johnson, Eileen 
Hawk, and Violet Filloon.
     Funeral services will be held Saturday, February 22, 2020 at St. Mary of Nazareth 
Catholic Church in Des Moines at 11:00 am. The family will greet visitors from 10:00 
to 11:00 am. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be directed to the American 
Lung Association.
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Services Held for Darlene Balder
Darlene D. Balder, age 88, of Albert City died February 8, 2020 at the Buena Vista Regional 
Medical Center in Storm Lake. 
     Darlene Dorothy Melohn was born February 15, 1931 in Fonda, Iowa the daughter of Ivan 
and Loreen (Kuklenz) Melohn. 
     As an infant, Darlene was baptized at the First Lutheran Church in Fonda where she was 
later confirmed in 1945. 
     Growing up, Darlene attended elementary school in Fonda. In 1949, she graduated from 
Albert City High School. She then continued her education at the Iowa School of Beauty 
Culture, where she graduated with a Certificate of Cosmetology in August of 1952. 
     On November 14, 1953, Darlene was united in marriage to Arnold Balder at St. Johns 
Lutheran Church, rural Albert City. Together, they were blessed with three children: twins, 
Diane and David, and Gary. 

 
Darlene was preceded in death by her 

husband, Arnold Balder in July 1998; parents, 
Ivan and Loreen Melohn; and brother 
Marvin Melohn, who died on the same day as 
Darlene.
     Funeral services were held on Wednesday, 
February 12, 2020 at Our Saviors Lutheran 
Church in Albert City. Burial was in the 
Fairfield Township Cemetery in Albert City. 
The Sliefert Funeral Home in Albert City was 
in charge of the arrangements.

Our Town Our Paper!

     Prior to marriage, Darlene worked at Sundholm’s factory in Albert City. Darlene was a 
member of Our Saviors Lutheran Church, where she was active in ladies’ organizations and as a Sunday school teacher. She was a 
member of the Golden Rule Club and loved to quilt. 
     Darlene provided a warm and welcoming home for anyone to stop by for coffee, treats and conversation. She was known for her 
home cooked meals, and during busy times, she would bring lunches out to the field. If called upon, she was ready to taxi, move 
machinery or assist in any way. Darlene had a beauty shop in her early years, helping to style hair for many customers. She worked for 
years in the dietary department at Pleasant View Home in Albert City. Darlene was an excellent cook and baker and shared with 
family, friends and neighbors her specialty coffee rings and rye bread, especially during Christmas time. Family was important to 
Darlene and she will be deeply missed by all who knew and loved her. 
     Those left to cherish her memory include her children: David (Paula) Balder; Diane (Dale) Skog; and Gary (Christina) Balder, all 
of Albert City, Iowa; grandchildren: Amanda (Jorgen) Johnson of Las Vegas, Nevada; Evan Balder of Ankeny, Iowa; Andy (Hillary) 
Eckert of Ames, Iowa; Abby Eckert (special friend, 
Todd Swanson) of Ankeny, Iowa; Michael 
Balder of Albert City; Iowa; Rachel James 
of Albert City, Iowa; great grandchildren: 
Cecilia and Noah Johnson; Taryn and Audrey 
Eckert; brother, Gene (Marnie) Melohn of 
Chehalis, Washington; sister-in-law, Marda 

Melohn of Albert City, Iowa; extended family          Now Hiring
and friends. WIRE WELDERS

Currently seeking full-time skilled wire welders with
experience in a manufacturing setting. Knowledge in
welding stainless steel a plus. Meridian is looking

for employees willing to learn and that have a strong
commitment to safety and quality of work. Meridian offers

an excellent wage benefit package, plus professional
growth, career development, learning and fun.

Apply in person at
2902 Expansion Boulevard in Storm Lake or

apply online via careers at westmangroup.com
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What NW 
Iowans Should 
Know About 
the Novel 
Coronavirus
Recently, the Iowa Department of Public 
Health (IDPH) announced that two 
persons were being tested for 2019 novel 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) in Iowa. Both 
patients tested negative for the 2019 Novel 
Coronavirus.
     Currently, IDPH will post statewide 
numbers of persons being monitored, 
persons being tested, and confirmed cases 
on the IDPH webpage.  https://idph.
iowa.gov/Emerging-Health-Issues/Novel-
Coronavirus 
     Imported cases of COVID-19 
infection, which is what the World Health 
Organization is calling this virus, have 
been detected in the U.S. While person-
to-person spread among close contacts has 
been detected with this virus, at this time 
this virus is not currently spreading in the 
United States. 
     “The emergence of a new virus that 
can infect humans is always a serious 
public health concern. This is the kind of 
issue that we prepare to respond to and 
we are working closely with the state and 
following federal guidance,” said DeeAnn 
Vaage, Spencer Hospital Infection Control 
Nurse. 
     As part of protocol, Spencer Hospital 
will ask patients who present to the 
emergency department or registration 
office, if they have recently traveled to 
China or have recently been exposed 
to anyone who has the 2019 novel 
coronavirus. Masks are available at 
registration and supply kits are ready for 
use in the ED for a patient that meets the 
2019 novel coronavirus screening criteria.
     “The risk to the general public remains 
low at this time,” Vaage said. “Right now 

influenza is a much more significant threat 
to Iowans. The CDC does not recommend 
facemasks for the general public.” 
     What is 2019 novel coronavirus? The 
2019 novel coronavirus (COVID-19) is 
a new virus that causes respiratory illness 
in people and can spread from person 
to person. This virus was first identified 
during an investigation into an outbreak 
in Wuhan, China.
      Can people in the U.S. get 
COVID-19? The 2019-nCoV is spreading 
from person to person in China and 
limited spread among close contacts has 
been detected in some countries outside 
China, including the United States. At this 
time, however, this virus is NOT currently 
spreading in communities in the United 
States. Right now, the greatest risk of 
infection is for people in China or people 
who have traveled to China. Risk of 
infection is dependent on exposure. Close 
contacts of people who are infected are at 
greater risk of exposure, for example health 
care workers and close contacts of people 
who are infected with COVID-19. CDC 
continues to closely monitor the situation.
     Have there been cases of COVID-19 
in the U.S.? Yes. The first infection 
with COVID-19 in the United States 
was reported on January 21, 2020. 
The current count of cases of infection 
with COVID-19 in the United States is 
available on CDC’s webpage at https://
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
cases-in-us.html 
      How does COVID-19 spread? This 
virus probably originally emerged from 
an animal source but now seems to be 
spreading from person to person. It’s 
important to note that person-to-person 
spread can happen on a continuum. 
Some viruses are highly contagious (like 
measles), while other viruses are less so. 
At this time, it’s unclear how easily or 
sustainably this virus is spreading between 
people. Learn what is known about the 
spread of newly emerged coronaviruses at 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/about/transmission.html.
      What are the symptoms of 
COVID-19? Patients with 2019-nCoV 

have reportedly had mild to severe 
respiratory illness with symptoms of fever, 
cough, and shortness of breath. Many 
patients develop pneumonia in both lungs. 
     How can I help protect myself? The 
best way to prevent infection is to avoid 
being exposed to this virus.
     There are simple everyday preventive 
actions to help prevent the spread of 
respiratory viruses. These include:
   • Avoid close contact with people who 
are sick.
   • Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and 
mouth with unwashed hands.
   • Wash your hands often with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an 
alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains 
at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are 
not available.
     If you are sick, to keep from spreading 
respiratory illness to others, you should:
   • Stay home when you are sick.
   • Cover your cough or sneeze with a 
tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.
   • Clean and disinfect frequently touched 
objects and surfaces.
     What should I do if I recently 
traveled to China and got sick? If you 
were in China within the past 14 days and 
feel sick with fever, cough, or difficulty 
breathing, you should seek medical care. 
Call the office of your health care provider 
before you go and tell them about your 
travel and your symptoms. They will 
give you instructions on how to get care 
without exposing other people to your 
illness. While sick, avoid contact with 
people, don’t go out and delay any travel 
to reduce the possibility of spreading 
illness to others.
     Is there a vaccine? There is currently 
no vaccine to protect against COVID-19. 
The best way to prevent infection is to 
avoid being exposed to this virus.
     Is there a treatment? There is 
no specific antiviral treatment for 
COVID-19. People with 2019-nCov 
can seek medical care to help relieve 
symptoms.
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This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Wednesday: February 19, 2020
7:00 PM ~ Council Mtg.

Sunday: February 23, 2020
Transfiguration of Our Lord
9:15 AM ~ Adult SS
9:30 AM ~ Youth SS & Coffee Fellowship
10:30 AM ~ Worship w/SS skit and songs
6:00 PM ~ Youth Group (JH & HS) at UMC

Monday: February 24, 2020
7:00 PM ~ Hand Bell Rehearsal

Tuesday: February 25, 2020
7:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at Bethany

Wednesday: February 26, 2020
7:00 PM ~ Ash Wednesday Communion 
Service

Saturday: February 29, 2020
9:30 AM ~ Women of Bethany General Mtg. 
(coffee & rolls at 9:00 AM)

Worship, Love, Accept~Together
 in Christ’s Name

This Week at First 
Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell
712-845-6164

Friday, Feb. 21 
7:00 p.m. - A.A. 

Sunday, Feb . 23   
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School         
10:30 a.m. - Worship 
6:00 - 8:00 p.m. - JR. & SR. High Youth 
Group at Laurens Care Center

 

 

Resurrection of Our Lord Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF

MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass as scheduled in the weekly bulletin
Saturday at 5:00 PM
Sunday at 10:30 AM
Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm at Resurrection

Office: 16 SW 2nd Street, Pocahontas
Office Phone: 712-335-3242      Residence Phone: 712-335-8065
E-mail: colly@ncn.net                 Pastoral Care: Sister Renae Hohensee, 563-552-8666
 

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Pastor Ed Frank

Wed., Feb. 19:
Book Club @ 9 a.m.
Crochet Club @ 10 a.m.
Caring Cards 5-8 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Administrative Council meeting @ 7 p.m.

Fri., Feb. 21:
Men’s Bible Study @ 7 a.m.

Sun., Feb. 23:
Adult Sunday school @ 9:00 a.m.
Sunday school (kids) @ 9:10 a.m.
Fellowship Coffee @ 9:30 a.m.
Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Youth Group 6-8 p.m. at the Care Center
Choir practice @ 8 p.m.

New Hope Baptist 
Church
202 Byron St, Laurens

New Hope Baptist Church invites you to 
join us for Sunday School at 10 a.m. and our 
Worship Service at 11 a.m. Additionally all 
are welcome to attend our weekly Bible Study 
held each Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m.




