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Local News 

New Grant Awards Announced to Assist 
Non-Profits Providing Food and Masks in 
Pocahontas County

The Pocahontas County Foundation awarded two new grant 
awards from the Pocahontas County Disaster Recovery Fund to 
assist the Laurens Area Food Pantry and the Havelock Hometown 
Pride Committee to respond to needs identified as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  
     The Laurens Area Food Pantry received a $400 grant to assist 
them in purchasing food during the next two months. “Our food 
expenses increased by 1/3 this month and we have more families 
asking for help,” explained Wendy Hopkins, Laurens Area Food 
Pantry Coordinator.  The Food Pantry’s goal is to help families 
stretch their food dollars.  They have been providing 2 meal kits 
with meat plus 1-2 other meats or proteins each month to families, 
along with other food products. “We’re very grateful to receive 
this financial support from the County Foundation’s Disaster 
Recovery Fund to help us serve more families,” stated Hopkins.  Currently the Laurens Food Pantry 
has 12 volunteers who help with packing the food boxes and distributing the boxes at the Laurens 
Methodist Church during the drive-up hours:  Mondays from 11:00 – 1:00 (except the first Monday 
of the month and holidays) and on Thursdays 
from 4:00 – 6:00 (except holidays).  Since the 
COVID-19 pandemic started, the Food Pantry has 
been serving between 40-50 families per month.

     The Havelock Hometown Pride Committee received $225 to purchase fabric and materials 
to make facemasks to provide to Upper Des Moines Opportunity to distribute to those who 
need them.  “We’re delighted to receive this grant.  The Havelock Hometown Pride Committee 
identified the need for facemasks and wanted to respond by providing assistance to make the 
additional masks.  The Committee is also working with Bonnie Wood, Quilting on Main, in 
Pocahontas to assist us with the pattern and fabric for the facemasks,” explained Amanda Tripp, 
Havelock Hometown Pride Committee Chair.  For more information on how you can help the 
Havelock Hometown Pride Committee sew the masks, please contact Amanda Tripp at 712-480-
2337.
     Additional applications for Disaster Recovery Funds are being accepted by the Pocahontas 
County Foundation.  A letter request outlining the non-profit organization’s need and project cost 
can be emailed to: pocofoundation@pocahontas-county.com  For more information about the 
Pocahontas County Disaster Recovery Fund or to contribute to the DRF, please contact Wendy 
Panbecker, 515-338-0488, Megan Hauswirth, 712-358-0897 or Glenda Mulder, 712-358-2665.  
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Memorial Day 
Program
Revised Due To 
Covid-19
By RICK DAVIS

Citing Coronavirus concerns, 
regulations and recommendations, the 
annual Memorial Day program at the 
town's protestant cemetery has been 
revised for this year's event on May 25,  
officials of the local Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 3533 have announced.
     Raising of the U.S. flag to the top of 
the cemetery's main pole, then lowering 
it to half-staff, will open the abbreviated 
program at 9 a.m.  A 21-gun salute by a 
VFW rifle squad will follow that.  The 

Local News

program will close with the traditional 
playing of "Taps" by post bugler Keith 
Hoffman.
     Unlike for the programs in recent 
years, the impact of the virus pandemic 
means this year's event will not include 
an invocation, keynote speaker, a 
selection of patriotic songs by the 
Laurens School band and the reading of 
the more  than 650 names of Laurens' 
deceased military veterans.
     Because the Laurens School is closed 
for the remainder of the school year 
because of the Coronavirus, the school's 
old gym cannot be considered as an  
inclement-weather alternate site this 
year, officials said.  If weather conditions 
are severe on Memorial Day morning, 
the program will be cancelled.
     The Avenue of the Flags traditionally 
displayed at the cemetery on Memorial 
Day weekend, and during other special 

At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
May 13, 2020

As I write this, we are making plans to 
open on Monday, May 19. The City 
Council will meet Monday evening the 
18th and make the decision about this. 
Keep in mind, this is a tentative date, 
and may be changed as the situation 
develops. 
     Now that we have a reopening plan, 
we decided to turn our attention to 
Summer Reading. This year’s theme is 
“Imagine Your Story” and centers on 
fairy tales and nursery rhymes. When 
we ordered puppets, books, bags and all 
kinds of other fun stuff, we had no idea 
how much our world would be changed 

events, will be on display from about 
9 a.m. on Saturday through about 
5 p.m. on Monday of Memorial Day 
weekend.
   And for the first time, this year an 
Avenue of the Flags will be flown at the 
town's Roman Catholic Calvary 
Cemetery.  "Many of Laurens' military 
veterans are buried in the Catholic 
cemetery,"  said VFW post trustee John 
Pohlman.  "This new Avenue of the 
Flags there will honor them."
     Memorial Day is a national holiday 
that honors the men and women who 
have died while serving in the U.S. 
military forces.  According to a limited 
search of the Laurens Sun newspaper 
archives and the 1977 book "Laurens 
Legacy," the town has marked Memorial 
Day with a program honoring military 
veterans during every year since 1894 -- 
126 years ago.

by the summer of 2020! We’ve cancelled 
all our special programming, and aren’t 
even real sure when we will be able to 
have story times again. But never fear, 
we have some ideas…we just have to 
RE-“Imagine Your Story”
     Well, just because we’ve been closed, 
doesn’t mean the books have stopped 
coming in! Here’s a few of the titles: 
The Henna Artist by Alka 
Joshi, The Goodbye Man 
by Jeffery Deaver and This 
is How I Lied by one of 
our favorite Iowa authors 
Heather Gudenkauf. In 
our youth books, The 
One and Only Bob has 
finally been released! It’s 
the sequel to The One 
and Only Ivan (Soon to 
be a movie) by Katherine 

Applegate. I’m looking forward to 
reading this one, too!
     If you’d like to read these, or 
anything else, please contact us and we 
can arrange a no contact pickup. Hope 
to see you soon!
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Pocahontas County 4-H Members 
Serving Community    
Pocahontas County 4-H joined 4-H members from across the state of Iowa 
sewing 10,000 face masks in just 9 days!  The goal was upped and 4-H’ers are 
now on their way to complete 25,000 face masks!  Pictured is Marcus Price, son 
of Eric and Allison Price of Laurens, doing his part to serve members of our 
community.  The masks that have been made in Pocahontas County have been 
given to the general public and a care center.  We have given away over 125 
masks and will continue to sew as long as there is a need.  

Thank You
I want to thank the Laurens and Pocahontas Ambulance crews and Tom Shaw, 
Clarence Siepker, and Shelby Stafford for coming to assist me after my fall. You 
were amazing!!! Thank you to those of you who have called, brought food, and 
sent cards. I have the best friends ever! And a big thank you to my hubby, Doug, 
for being an amazing nurse!!
Sue Wenell
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Announcements & Advertising

HELP WANTED
Full Time Production Employee

This position requires someone with a strong 
work ethic, ability to multi-task, forward 

thinker and self starter who will continue to 
help HorseTech/PupSup grow. 

On a daily basis you will be packing 
products, pulling products from shelves, 
helping keep the production area clean  

and other duties as assigned. 

Does this seem like the job for you? 
We would love to hear from you!

Stop into HorseTech and get an 
application from Jody today!

HorseTech, Inc., 112 Walnut St., Laurens
Phone: (800) 831-3309 

VBS-to-GO in Rembrandt 
May 13
Ready to GO for VBS? The date is Wednesday, May 13 and the 
drive-by is 4-6 pm, to pick up materials at Our Savior's 
Lutheran Church, 107 N. Broadway in Rembrandt. The VBS@ 
Home packets will include Bible story, crafts, games, puzzles, 
music, science, and snacks. Call 712-286-5579 with questions 
or to arrange another pickup time.                                          
The "God Wins" theme focuses on Easter, and how Jesus 
Christ wins for us, through His death for our sins and His 
resurrection for our new life in Christ, as we receive Him as 
Lord and Savior. Sponsoring churches are Immanuel, Our 
Savior's and Trinity Lutheran Churches, and Riverside 
Evangelical Free Church.                                                      
The VBS at Home packets can be used by families at home, or 
call and connect with a friend to go through the lessons and 
activities - and learn how Jesus wins for you!

Our Town Our Paper!
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REPUBLICAN PRIMARY ELECTION
JUNE 2,  2020

• 20+ years of Law Enforcement experience
• Desire to serve multiple terms as

Pocahontas County Sheriff
• Community Leader
• Contact Josh at 712-358-2372 or follow

on Facebook @joshhammenforsheriff

SHERIFF

ELECT

HAMMEN
JOSH

POCAHONTAS COUNTY

Paid for by the Josh Hammen for Sheriff Committee

Youth for the Quality Care of 
Animals
All 4-H and FFA members must complete YQCA training 
before they may exhibit at the Pocahontas County Fair. 
Coupon codes are available by contacting the Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach Pocahontas County at 
lzeman@ iastate.edu.

Pocahontas County 4-H 
Offers FREE Day Camps
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Pocahontas 
County is excited to offer several day camp opportunities 
for all youth in grades 3rd -12th, you do not need to be 
a member of 4-H to attend the day camps.   
     The day camps have a capacity of 10 youth per day; our 
activities traditionally fill up quickly, so if you want your 
child to experience these awesome opportunities, get your 
registration in as soon as possible with a deadline of May 22.  
Absolutely no late registrations will be taken. Due to the 
generous support of the Pocahontas County 4-H 
Endowment, there will not be a fee for the camps this 
summer.   If COVID19 restrict the in-person camps, each 4-
H summer camp will have an alternative experience.  4-H 
Summer Camps will include a mix of activities including:  
camp materials mailed to your home, video descriptions of 
camp activities, and a virtual “show and tell” option with 
other camp participants.       The Camps and dates to be offered:

• Spa Day Camp, June 9
• Minecraft Mania, June 25
• Clover Cookie Factory, July 1
• Grossology Camp, July 8
• Take Science to the eXtreme, July 30

Camp registration forms are available on our website
www.extension.iastate.edu/pocahontas or you may request 
one by calling 712-335-3103 or email lzeman@iastate.edu
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Church 

This Week at Bethany 
Lutheran
Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Wednesday: May 13, 2020
7:00 PM ~ Council Mtg.

Sunday: May 17, 2020
Sixth Sunday of Easter
10:30 AM ~ Worship

Tuesday: May 19, 2020
7:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at Bethany

Worship, Love, Accept~Together in Christ’s Name

This Week at First 
Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell
712-845-6164

All services and activities at First Christian
Church have been cancelled until further notice.  

This Week at Laurens 
United Methodist Church
Pastor Ed Frank

All in-person services and activities have been 
cancelled until further notice. Worship services 
and devotionals may be found on our church 
website at www.laurensumc.org and facebook 
pages Laurens United Methodist Church and 

Varina United Methodist Church.

The Laurens Community 
Food Pantry 

Hours: Mondays 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Thursdays 4 - 6 p.m. 

The Food Pantry is located at the  

United Methodist Church at 201 West Main St. 

Use the West door (alley). 

The Food Pantry is CLOSED the FIRST Monday 
of each month and Thanksgiving Day  

and other holidays that fall on a  

Monday or Thursday. 

Resurrection of Our Lord 
Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF

All services and activities at Resurrection of Our 
Lord Catholic Churchhave been cancelled until 

further notice. Find us on Facebook to watch 
recorded mass. 

New Hope Baptist Church
202 Byron St, Laurens

All services and activities at New Hope Baptist 
Church have been cancelled until further 

notice.  



Biggest Little Paper In Town! 7

Extension News & Announcements

NOTICE:
The City will be flushing 
fire hydrants next week! 

Flushing North of the 
tracks on Tuesday, 

May 12 and South of 
the tracks on Thursday, 

May 14.

Yard and 
Garden: Selecting 
a Site for a 
Vegetable Garden
For beginning gardeners, it’s 
important to select a favorable 
location for the vegetable garden. 
A favorable site will help ensure 
a successful vegetable harvest, 
according to horticulture specialists 
with Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach.
     The primary considerations when 
selecting a site for a vegetable garden 
is the amount of sunlight, soil type 
and other factors.
     Vegetables grow best in well-
drained, fertile soils. A well-drained 
soil is one through which water 
moves quickly. Vegetables grow 
poorly in heavy clay or poorly 
drained soils. Poor soils can often be 
improved by incorporating organic 
matter, such as compost, into the 
soil.
     What about slope? The vegetable 
garden site should be fairly level to 
avoid erosion. If a slope is the only 
available location, run the vegetable 
rows across the slope to form contour 
terraces. This should help minimize 
soil erosion during heavy rains.
     Another important consideration 
when selecting a garden site is the 
amount of sunlight. Select an area 
in full sun. The garden site should 
receive at least six hours of direct 

sun each day. Avoid shady sites near 
buildings, trees, or shrubs. If the 
best garden site is in partial shade, 
plant vegetables that tolerate low 
light intensities, such as leaf lettuce, 
spinach, Swiss chard and kale.
     Convenience is another 
consideration. A vegetable garden 
near the home and a water supply 
is easier to maintain. A convenient 
location also simplifies harvesting.
     What size is best? The 
appropriate size for a vegetable 
garden depends on the desired 
types and amounts of vegetables 
you wish to grow, available land 
and the amount of available time 
you have for garden maintenance. 
Vining crops, such as cucumbers, 
muskmelon and sweet potatoes, 
require a large growing area. In 
contrast, beets, carrots, onions 
and leaf lettuce can be grown in a 
small area. Don’t underestimate the 
amount of time necessary for routine 
maintenance. Weeding will need to 
be done on a regular basis during 
the growing season. Watering may 
be necessary during dry periods. For 
many beginning gardeners, a 100 
square-foot area (10 feet by 10 feet) 
would be a manageable size for a 
vegetable garden.
     Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach has numerous 
publications on vegetable gardening. 
Examples include “Where to Put 
Your Vegetable Garden,” “Planting a 
Home Vegetable Garden,” “Planting 
and Harvesting Times for Garden 
Vegetables,” “Suggested Vegetable 
Varieties for the Home Garden” and 

“Container Vegetable Gardening." 
These publications and others 
can be downloaded (under Yard 
and Garden) from the Iowa State 
University Extension Store website, 
https://store.extension.iastate.edu/.
To have additional questions 
answered, contact the Hortline at 
515-294-3108 or hortline@iastate.
edu.
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Farm to Summer Initiative Features the Crunchy Cucumber
The cucumber is in the spotlight for this year’s edition of the Iowa Farm to Summer Campaign, supported by Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach.
     This crunchy, healthy, easy-to-grow vegetable is being featured through “Crunch into Cucumbers,” a statewide effort to promote summer 
meal sites by celebrating local cucumbers as “the coolest vegetable of the summer.”
     This is the third year for the Iowa Farm to Summer campaign, which provides an opportunity for summer meal site sponsors, community 
partners, local food advocates, farmers, volunteers, teachers and others to support farm to summer food access and availability.
     The Iowa Farm to School and Early Care partners are offering technical assistance, promotional materials and funding to help Iowa’s summer 
meal sites thrive.
     Mini-grants valued at $200 are available for up to 30 participants, and are used for purchasing local vegetables, according to Chelsea Krist, 
Iowa Farm to School coordinator with the Food, Farm and Enterprise Development team at ISU Extension and Outreach. The funds are used 
for purchasing local vegetables for the meal sites.
     The COVID-19 pandemic has increased the interest in summer meal sites, according to Krist, and the cucumber is an early-growing, low 
cost vegetable that can help meet local food needs.
     “The opportunity and the need is greater in a lot of places this year,” she said.
     Other partners in the project include the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship, the Iowa Department of Education and 
FoodCorps Iowa.
     The deadline to apply for the grants is May 20. For more information, including promotional materials for meal sites, contact Krist at 
cekrist@iastate.edu, or 563-940-5146.

National Mental Health Month: You Are Not Alone
May is National Mental Health Month and the National Alliance on Mental Illness is promoting the theme “You Are Not Alone.”  
     “I cannot think of a better campaign theme during the COVID-19 pandemic,” said David Brown, behavioral health specialist for Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach.
     “During this era of social distancing, it is important that no one should ever feel alone. Social isolation has a host of negative implications, 
so we need to set up forms of non-physical interaction for visits and social connections,” Brown said.
     Check in on others via social media, texts, video chat or phone calls. “If you’re feeling sad, lonely or fearful, use these connections as an 
opportunity to reach out to others, to share experiences or just talk,” Brown added.  
     For those with mental health vulnerabilities, the ongoing uncertainty of the COVD-19 pandemic and the impact of social isolation 
may be particularly challenging. NAMI notes that many forms of communication, both formal and informal, can be beneficial. Frequent 
communication can help to lessen worry, assist in establishing comfort and lower the potential for loneliness.
     The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention offers the following recommendations to manage the potential stress of social isolation.

• Take care of your body. Eat well-balanced meals, get plenty of rest and build physical activity into your day.
• Maintain a sense of hope and positive thinking. Optimism helps us to approach unpleasant circumstances in a more encouraging and

helpful way.
• Do not be afraid to ask for help. This is especially important if the stress of isolation is influencing your ability to take care of yourself and

your family.  
     Other resources: National Alliance on Mental Illness of Central Iowa inspires to better the lives for central Iowans affected by mental 
illness. NAMI works to achieve this goal through support programs, educational outreach, and advocacy on local, state and national levels. 
Learn more at https://namici.org/about/.
     Iowa Concern, offered by ISU Extension and Outreach, provides confidential access to stress counselors and an attorney for legal education, 
as well as information and referral services for a wide variety of topics. With a toll-free phone number, live chat capabilities and a website, 
Iowa Concern services are available 24 hours a day, seven days per week at no charge. To reach Iowa Concern, call 800-447-1985; language 
interpretation services are available. Or, visit the website, https://www.extension.iastate.edu/iowaconcern/, to live chat with a stress counselor 
one-on-one in a secure environment. Or email an expert regarding legal, finance, stress, or crisis and disaster issues.
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Yard and 
Garden: Growing 
Vegetables in 
Containers
Gardening in containers is a great 
option for individuals living in 
apartments and homeowners who 
don’t have a suitable site for a 
traditional garden, according to 
horticulture specialists with Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach.
     Plants grown in containers require 
a well-drained growing medium. 
Garden soil is not a good growing 
medium. Garden soil compacts when 
placed in a container, resulting in 
poor water drainage and aeration. Soil 
also pulls away from the inside of the 
container when it dries, making it 
difficult to properly water plants.
     A commercial potting mix 
is usually the best choice when 
gardening in containers. The quality 
of commercial potting mixes varies 
considerably. Poor quality potting 
mixes are often inexpensive, black, 
heavy and don’t drain well. High 
quality commercial potting mixes are 
lightweight, well-drained, free of plant 
disease organisms and weed seeds, 
retain moisture and nutrients well, and 
don’t readily compact. Commercial 
potting mixes can be purchased 
at garden centers and many other 
retailers.
     What kind of container should I 
use? Containers may be plastic, clay, 
ceramic or wood. The container must 
be able hold an adequate amount of 
potting soil and have drainage holes 

in the bottom. Drill drainage holes in 
plastic and wooden containers, if no 
drainage holes are provided.
     In regard to size, several leaf lettuce 
or spinach plants can be grown in a 
one-gallon container. A single pepper 
or eggplant can be grown in a two-
gallon container, while a four-gallon 
container is needed for a single tomato 
plant.
     The frequency of watering may 
vary from container to container. 
Watering frequency depends on the 
size and type of container, 
composition of 
the potting mix, vegetable crop and 
weather conditions.
     Plants growing in containers should 
be checked daily (especially in 
summer) to determine if they need to 
be watered. If uncertain about the 
need to water, poke your finger into 
the potting mix. Water the container 
when the potting mix is dry at the 1-
inch depth. Plants in small containers 
may require daily watering in hot, 
windy weather. Twice a week may be 
adequate for plants in large containers 
in favorable growing weather.
     When watering plants in 
containers, continue to apply water 
until water begins to flow out the 
drainage holes in the bottom of the 
container.
     Do not allow the potting mix to 
dry out completely. Potting mixes 
shrink and pull away from the sides 
of the containers when completely 
dry. Dry potting mixes are difficult to 
moisten as water tends to flow between 
the potting mix and container and 
then out the bottom of the container 
(while the potting mix remains dry). 
Containers that have been allowed to 
dry out completely should be placed 

in a tub of water for 20-30 minutes to 
remoisten the potting mix.
     What about fertilizer? Most high-
quality commercial potting mixes 
contain slow-release fertilizers. Plants 
growing in such mixes should have an 
adequate supply of nutrients for two to 
three months. Begin to fertilize plants 
in mid-summer when plant growth 
begins to slow. Once or twice a month, 
add a small amount of a water-soluble 
fertilizer to water and fertilize plants 
with a dilute fertilizer solution.
     Determinate tomato cultivars are 
best suited to growing in containers. 
Determinate tomatoes are small, 
compact plants. They grow to a certain 
height, then flower and set all their 
fruit within a short period of time. 
The harvest period for determinate 
tomatoes is generally 4-6 weeks. 
Indeterminate tomatoes are large, 
sprawling plants that get too large for 
most containers.
     Suggested tomato cultivars for 
containers include ‘Bush Early Girl,’ 
‘Better Bush,’ ‘Celebrity,’ ‘Patio 
Hybrid,’ ‘Patio Princess,’ Sweet ‘n 
Neat Scarlet’ (cherry), and ‘Sweet Zen’ 
(grape).
   Most cucumbers, melons and 
squashes are not well suited to 
containers as they are large, sprawling 
plants. However, bush-type cucumbers 
and summer squash can be grown in 
containers.
     Bush-type cucumber cultivars 
suitable for containers include 
Spacemaster, Salad Bush, Pickle Bush 
and Patio Snacker.  Bush-type summer 
squash, such as Zucchini Elite, Gold 
Rush, Sunburst, and Patio Star, can 
also be grown in containers.
To have additional questions answered, 
contact the Hortline at 515-294-3108 
or hortline@iastate.edu.
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City Council Minutes

May 4th, 2020 
The Laurens City Council met in regular session via phone conference due to the COVID-19 

pandemic procedures at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, May 4th, 2020.  Chapter 21.8 of the Iowa Code allows for 
an electronic meeting where all members participate remotely when an in-person meeting is impossible or 
impractical.  Mayor Johnson called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  Present via the teleconference were 
Council members Jean Swanson, Aaron Christenson, Rich Newgard, John Jamison, City Manager Hilary 
Reed, Public Works Director Julian Johnsen, City Attorney Ann Beneke, and Chief of Police Tom Shaw.  
Council member Julie Potter was absent.  

Swanson moved to approve the consent agenda including the minutes from the April 20th, 2020, 
meeting, the list of claims and a Cigarette & Tobacco Permit for Casey’s. Jamison seconded.  All ayes; 
motion carried.   

CLAIMS   05-04-2020 

ABC SALES & RENTAL DIRT WORK    100.00  

ALLIANT ENERGY MONTHLY GAS USAGE    229.92  

BOMGAARS PARTS FOR REPAIR   27.96  

COMMERCIAL SIGN & DESIGN MONUMENT SIGN LIGHTING    2,496.16  
DEE JACKSON/ JACKSON 
MOTORS SNOW REMOVAL   18.00  

DGR ENGINEERING NPDES PERMIT    1,235.50  

IACMA RETIREMENT 457    450.00  

IRS FED/FICA TAX    5,557.86  

IPERS IPERS    5,201.78  

IPERS/PD PROTECTED IPERS    1,884.92  

LMPC MONTHLY PHONE CHARGES    384.48  

LMU MONTHLY UTILITIES    6,491.12  

MAGUIRE IRON, INC. 2ND CONTRACT PAYMENT ON TOWER      70,125.00  

MET WATER TESTING   60.00  

MY LAURENS POOL AD    160.00  

NORTH LAKE TRUCK REPAIR DUMP TRUCK REPAIRS    2,620.36  

PAT MURRAY MILEAGE TO REPAY PUMP 361   60.95  

PRIME BENEFITS SYSTEMS MONTHLY GROUP INSURANCE   78.75  

SANTANDER LEASING MONTHLY PUMPER PAYMENT    1,461.34  

STAPLES OFFICE SUPPLIES    163.98  

TREASURER STATE OF IA APRIL SALES TAX    4,628.00  

US BANK SUPPLIES    531.60  

USPS UTILITY POSTAGE    328.50  

VERIZON WIRELESS CELL PHONE FEE   89.96  

WELLMARK MONTHLY HEALTH INSURANCE    8,763.64  
TOTAL    113,149.78 

PAYROLL 4/20/2020 
001 GENERAL    4,139.80  
210 ROAD USE TAX    1,241.34  
600 WATER    2,273.93  
610 SEWER    1,918.91  
670 GARBAGE    2,327.12  

TOTAL      11,901.10  
5/1/2020 

001 GENERAL    5,551.68  
TOTAL    5,551.68  

PAYROLL TOTAL      17,452.78  

PAID TOTAL    130,602.56 
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001 GENERAL         
20,848.73  

110 ROAD USE TAX        6,235.07  
112 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS        4,269.58  
176 HOMETOWN PRIDE        2,496.16  
600 WATER      82,084.05  
610 SEWER        8,053.40  
670 GARBAGE        6,515.57  
745 STORM WATER           100.00  

 
TOTAL BY FUND    130,602.56  

  
 

REVENUES GENERAL    140,499.83  

 
ROAD USE TAX      14,650.82  

 
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS      65,866.28  

 
EMERGENCY LEVY        2,101.97  

 
LOCAL OPTION        8,257.04  

 
TAX INCREMENT FINANCING      45,512.68  

 
HOMETOWN PRIDE        1,250.00  

 
DEBT SERVICE      73,251.95  

 
WATER      42,553.92  

 
SEWER      29,402.86  

 
GARBAGE      21,489.93  

 
STORM WATER        2,926.63  

 
TOTAL 

     
447,763.91  

 
Linda Bieri was present on the phone call to propose a project of moving the Laurens school bell 

out of storage at the city hall to a city park.  The class of 1971 LHS anticipates their 50th year reunion in 
2021, and Linda would like the next year to work on this project with classmates and the city.  Newgard 
motioned to move forward with said project.  Swanson seconded.  All ayes; motion carried. 

Discussion on COVID-19 with respect to preparedness was held.  Due to the Governor’s 
extension on most closures until May 15th, as well as the recent rise of cases within the county, Jamison 
moved to keep all city buildings closed, with reassessment at the meeting on May 18th.  Newgard 
seconded.  All ayes; motion carried. 

Newgard moved to accept the hiring proposal for Mason McGrauth.  Christenson seconded.  All 
ayes; motion carried.  

Jamison moved to approve the weapon certification / authorization to carry for Reserve Officers 
Hertz and Potter.  Swanson seconded.  All ayes; motion carried. 

After much discussion, Jamison moved to authorize moving forward with action at 319 N. 3rd 
Street.  Reed will work with City Attorney Ann Beneke for best course of action.  Christenson seconded.  
All ayes; motion carried. 

Discussion was held on the property of 214 S. Harrison St.  Swanson motioned to move forward 
with the possible sale of the property.  Jamison seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.  

Swanson moved to adjourn at 5:44 p.m.  Christenson seconded.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
 

 
__________________________________  _______________________________________ 
Rod Johnson, Mayor       Hilary Reed, City Clerk 




