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Local News 

Local Meat 
Market Surged 
During Pandemic
Livestock economist examines 
the COVID-19 meat market 
impact

Local meat producers saw a spike in 
demand in 2020, as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and supply 
chain disruptions among large-scale 
packers and grocery stores.
     That demand created additional 
market opportunity for some 
producers, but also caused challenges 
among local meat processors and 
distributors.
     In an article in the September 
edition of the Ag Decision Maker, 
Lee Schulz, associate professor and 
livestock economist at Iowa State 
University, discusses the opportunities 
and challenges the local meat industry 
faces, and some new resources that 
can help going forward.
     According to Schulz, many local 
meat processors went from being a 
few weeks out to process an animal, 
to being several months, or even 
into 2021, as a result of the backlog 

created by the pandemic.
     “The COVID-19 pandemic increased 
the effort to find foods outside of the 
traditional market channels,” said Schulz.
     The buy-local movement is not 
new – but continues to be an appealing 
market segment for many producers and 
consumers. For producers, it offers the 
potential for a market premium, a direct 
connection with the consumer and the 
opportunity for farm recognition and 
branding.
     In late February 2020, the United 
States Department of Agriculture’s 
Agricultural Marketing Service began 
reporting fruit and vegetable, beef, pork, 
lamb and veal, and dairy advertised 
prices for products identified as local, 
organic, or local and organic.
     The National Retail Report - Local 
and Organic (WA_LO100) summarizes 
advertised prices at major retail 
supermarkets.
     According to Schulz, the report allows 
producers and consumers to compare the 
local-price information with customary 
prices found in USDA’s other reports.
     While the COVID-19 pandemic 
created some new opportunities for local 
meat sales in 2020, he said producers 
and packers need to be judicial about 
decisions to expand or grow in the 
future. Expansion comes with cost, and 

in order to justify expanding, the local 
meat industry will need to count on a 
steady, continued demand.
“The calculus is not easy,” he said. 
“Ultimately, the system must develop 
a careful balance between efficiency 
in desired meat production during 
normal times with greater resiliency 
during disruptions.”
     Other articles in this month’s 
Ag Decision Maker include a look 
at yield loss from the drought and 
derecho, practical guidelines to file 
crop insurance losses and a look at the 
Iowa Cover Crop – Crop Insurance 
Demonstration Pilot program.
     For more information about the 
meat market reaction, Schulz can be 
reached at 515-294-3356 or lschulz@
iastate.edu.

COMING SOON --
DON'T MISS IT...

In next week's October 7 edition 
of The Paper, Laurens High 1963 
graduate Rick Davis takes readers on 
a lengthy, nostalgic journey through 
nearly 100 years of Laurens High 
School basketball.



Our Town Our Paper! 2

At the Library

The Paper
Published weekly by

My Laurens, Inc.
112 Walnut St.

Laurens, IA 50554

Phone: 
(712) 841-2684

Fax: 
(712) 841-4662

Website: 
www.thepapernow.com

E-mail: 
publisher@mylaurens.com

Publisher: 
Rodney Johnson

Editor:
Amanda Tendal

Rights to Use Content:  The Paper, its content, archived 
materials, and our websites, are provided solely for 
your personal, non-commercial use.   The Paper, its 

content, our websites and all the materials available on 
our websites are the property of My Laurens, Inc., and 
are protected by applicable copyright, trademark, and 
intellectual property laws.  You may download, print or 
transmit The Paper for your personal, non-commercial 

use.  Any commercial use of copyrighted materials 
requires prior authorization from My Laurens, Inc.  

Unless explicitly authorized by My Laurens, Inc., you 
may not modify copy, create derivative works, 

reproduce, republish, transmit, sell, or distribute in any 
manner or medium (including by email or other 

electronic means) any material from The Paper or our 
websites for commercial purposes.  You may not use 
The Paper or materials available on our websites, in a 

manner that constitutes an infringement of our 
intellectual property rights/copyrights or that has not 

been authorized by My Laurens, Inc.
For information about requesting permission to 

reproduce or distribute materials from The Paper, please 
contact My Laurens, Inc. at (712) 841-2684 

or publisher@mylaurens.com.

At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
September 30, 2020 

What a great week we’ve had!  We snuck some pictures in last week’s paper of the Book 
Benches being installed in our Music Garden. I am beyond thrilled with the way they 
turned out! Be sure to notice them next time you are in our area. This project was 
sponsored by your donations to the Laurens Public Library Foundation.
     And speaking of the Library Foundation, what fun we had at our Reverse Parade! 
The book characters that showed up were Charlotte (and her web), Pete the Cat, Eeyore, 
The Elf (without her shelf ) Chicken Little, Sheriff Walt Longmire, Mary Poppins, and 
the evil Queen Maleficent. We didn’t really have much of a parade, but our supporters 
kept us busy for about an hour as they dropped off their donations. Thank you for your 
continued support of the Foundation. 
     Some of the novels we have received this week include: Paradise Peak by Janet Daily, 
All This Time by Mikki Daughtry, Christmas Cupcake Murder by JoAnne Fluke, Troubles 
in Paradise by Elin Hilderbrand, Elsewhere by Dean Koontz, Happily This Christmas by 
Susan Mallery, Majesty by Katherine McGee and The Brightest Star by Fern Michaels. 
     In nonfiction we received Love, Zac: Small-Town Football and the Life and Death 
of an American Boy (Set in Iowa!) by Reid Forgrave and Finding Freedom: Harry and 
Meghan and the Making of a Modern Royal Family by Omid Scobie.
     Last week I told you that we received the nonfiction book Dancing with the Octopus: 
A Memoir of a Crime by Debora Harding. This week I learned that this book was 
written by a 1982 L-M graduate that you might have known as Debora Cackler! In 
fact, she worked at the Library for 3 ½ years during the Pat Harms era! I’ve contacted 
her, and she says she will be in touch when it’s safe to travel and host author talks again. 
Wouldn’t that be fun to have her return to the library?!
     There are a couple spots left in next week’s “Take it Tuesday” mummy making class. 
Or if you don’t feel comfortable coming to a class just yet, there will be a few available 
as Grab-n-Go packs. Contact the Library if you’d like to join the fun with this 
festive craft!

Coming Events
October 6 “Take it Tuesday” at 6:30 p.m.

October 31 Halloween Magician Larry Dunbar @ 4 p.m.
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Obituaries & Announcements

Pocahontas County 4-H 
Awards Day Has Been 
Cancelled
4-H Awards Day has been cancelled for 2020 due to 
COVID.  4-H members will receive their awards at their 
regular fall meetings.

 

 
 
 

Full-time Program Coordinator 
 

Pocahontas County Extension and Outreach is accepting applications for 
a full-time Program Coordinator.  Required qualifications: Bachelor’s 

degree, excellent communication skills, up-to-date computer and social 
media skills, and the ability to work some evenings and weekends.   

Applications and additional information available at ISU Extension and 
Outreach - Pocahontas County, 305 N. Main St., Pocahontas, IA 50574 or 
online: https://www.extension.iastate.edu/pocahontas/ To be guaranteed 
consideration, applications and resumes due Oct. 16th  to the attention of 
Dianne Dirks at the Pocahontas County Extension and Outreach office.  

Position will remain open until filled.  Pocahontas County Extension and 
Outreach is an EEO/AA Employer. 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.  For the full  
non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, go to: 

www.extension.iastate.e3du/diversity/ext 

 
 
 

 

Services Held for Earlyne 
R. Murray  
Earlyne Rachel Murray was 
born May 16th, 1934, near 
Dixon to Earl and Rachel 
(Isom) McCaw.  She was 
raised in the Dixon area 
where she met the love of 
her life, Harold.  Earlyne  
married Harold Murray 
June 19, 1954, at St. Anne’s 
Catholic Church in Dixon.  
The couple lived near Dixon 
until moving to Wayne in 
1960.  Earlyne worked for 
the Wayne State College 
food service for 20 Years. She and Harold retired at the 
same time so they could enjoy the things they loved to 
do together such as gardening, camping and fishing.  
She loved family gatherings. Whether it was opening 
pheasant weekend or a holiday, she loved cooking for 
a crowd. Everyone remembers going to her home and 
being welcomed with fresh homemade buns and soup. 
Her cinnamon rolls, butterfinger dessert and scrapple 
were always the must haves. Her back door was always 
open for visitors. 
   Earlyne is survived by her children and their 
spouses, Dennis (Linda) Murray of Wayne, 
Sherry Murray of Papillion, Loren Murray 
of Valentine, Tamie (Chuck) Thomas of 
Marathon, IA, and Cheryl Murray of Omaha; 
13 grandchildren; 17 great-grandchildren; 
nieces and nephews. 
   Earlyne was preceded in death by her parents; 
husband, Harold, October 13, 2006; son, 
Kevin, October 12, 2004;  two sisters, Lee Jean 
(Kerry) Hanson and Sandra (Pat) Thompson.
   Earlyne’s family appreciates your thoughts, 
prayers and kindness shown to them at this 
time.
     Memorials may be directed in care of the 
Murray family for later designation.
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Mental Health 
First Aid Program 
Available 
Virtually
Iowa State University Extension and 
Outreach will provide virtual Mental 
Health First Aid trainings throughout 
fall 2020. Due to the increased 
stressors produced by the COVID-19 
pandemic, drought conditions and 
the derecho, this virtual program 
will be offered to provide adults with 
tools they can use to identify when 
someone might be struggling with a 
mental health and/or substance use 
problem.
     Attendees also will learn how to 
connect others to appropriate support 
and resources when necessary. A 
five-step action plan will be taught 
to guide participants through the 
process of reaching out and offering 
appropriate support.  
     Everyone can benefit from taking 
a mental health first aid course, from 
agribusiness professionals, producers, 
paramedics and faith leaders to 
teachers, mothers, fathers, siblings 
and friends. Learning more about 
mental health can help reduce the 
stigma associated with behavioral 
health problems, recognize signs 
of trouble and help people get the 
assistance they need, said David 
Brown, behavioral health specialist 
for ISU Extension and Outreach.
     ISU Extension and Outreach 
will offer Mental Health First Aid 

Local News

on a variety of dates. Each virtual 
program will last for four and a half 
hours. Unique URLs to access the 
Zoom link will be sent to registered 
participants prior to the program. 
Those dates and times are as follows:
   • Thursday, Sept. 24 at 1:00 p.m.
   • Thursday, Oct. 1 at 4:00 p.m.
   • Thursday, Oct. 15 at 10:30 a.m.
   • Thursday, Nov. 5 at 10:30 a.m.
   • Thursday, Nov.19 at 10:30 a.m.
   • Thursday, Dec. 10 at 10:30 a.m.
     The cost is $35. However, 
agribusiness professionals, producers, 
commodity group members, bankers, 
veterinarians and vet techs can 
register at no cost for any of these 
programs by using the code AGPRO 
when registering. To register, go to 
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/
humansciences/MHFA. Prior to 
attending the instructor-led virtual 
course, participants will be required 
to complete a two-hour, online self-
study class.
     For more information, feel free to 
contact David Brown at dnbrown@
iastate.edu or Anthony Santiago at 
ads@iastate.edu.
     Other resources. Iowa Concern, 
offered by ISU Extension and 
Outreach, provides confidential 
access to stress counselors and an 
attorney for legal education, as well 
as information and referral services 
for a wide variety of topics. With 
a toll-free phone number, live chat 
capabilities and a website, Iowa 
Concern services are available 24 
hours a day, seven days per week at 
no charge. To reach Iowa Concern, 
call 800-447-1985; language 
interpretation services are available. 

Or, visit the website, https://www.
extension.iastate.edu/iowaconcern/, 
to live chat with a stress counselor 
one-on-one in a secure environment. 
Or, email an expert regarding legal, 
finance, stress or crisis and disaster 
issues.
     Finding Answers Now. As Iowans 
deal with disruptions to their families 
and communities, this website at 
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/
humansciences/disaster-recovery, 
provides information to help you 
cope with concerns about stress and 
relationships, personal finance, and 
nutrition and wellness.
    COVID Recovery Iowa offers a 
variety of services to anyone affected 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Virtual counselors and consultants 
provide counseling, family finance 
consultation, farm financial 
consultation, referral information 
and help finding resources for any 
Iowan seeking personal support. 
Iowans of all ages may join groups 
online for activities and learn creative 
strategies for coping with the effects 
of the pandemic. COVID Recovery 
Iowa will announce upcoming 
programs on the website and via 
all social media to help Iowans 
build coping skills, resilience and 
emotional support. To request 
support, go to https://www.
COVIDrecoveryiowa.org or call the 
Iowa Warm Line at 1-844-775-9276.
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Church 

This Week at Bethany 
Lutheran
Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Sunday: October 4, 2020
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:15 AM ~ Adult SS
9:30 AM ~ Youth SS
10:30 AM ~ Worship w/Communion
5:00-7:00 PM ~ Laurens Area Youth Group at BLC
Lesson on “Who is JESUS?” = Pastor Ed Frank

Monday: October 5, 2020
4:00 PM ~ W/M Mtg.

Tuesday: October 6, 2020
8:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at Bethany

Worship, Love, Accept~Together in Christ’s 
Name

This Week at First Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell
712-845-6164

Sunday, Oct. 4 
10:30 a.m. - Worship
5:00 – 7:00 p.m. - Laurens Area Youth Group at Bethany 
Lutheran Church

This Week at Laurens 
United Methodist Church
Pastor Ed Frank

Sun., Oct. 4: 
Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
5:00-7:00 PM ~ Laurens Area Youth Group at 
BLC Lesson on “Who is JESUS?” = Pastor Ed 
Frank

Resurrection of Our Lord 
Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF
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Extension News

Yard and Garden: Growing Amaryllis
Amaryllis are popular flowering bulbs that are forced indoors for their large, spectacular 
blooms during the winter months. The trumpet-shaped flowers can be as large as 8 to 10 
inches across. Flower colors include red, pink, orange, salmon, white and bicolors. In this 
Yard and Garden entry from Iowa State University Extension and Outreach, horticulture 
specialist Richard Jauron explains how amaryllis should be handled in the fall.
     My amaryllis has been outdoors all summer. When should I bring it indoors 
and how do I get it to bloom? Bring the amaryllis indoors in late September (before 
the first frost or freeze in fall). In order to bloom, amaryllis bulbs must be exposed to 
temperatures of 50 to 55 degrees Fahrenheit for a minimum of 8 to 10 weeks. This can 
be accomplished by inducing the plant to go dormant and then storing the dormant bulb 
at a temperature of 50 to 55 F.
     To induce dormancy, place the amaryllis in a cool, semi-dark location when the plant 
is brought indoors in late September. Withhold water. Cut off the foliage when the leaves 
turn brown. Then place the dormant bulb in a 50 to 55 F location for at least eight to 10 
weeks. After the cool requirement has been met, start the growth cycle again by watering 

the bulb and placing it in a well-lit, 70 to 75 F location. Keep the potting soil moist, but not wet, until growth appears. The other 
option is to place the plant in a well-lit, 50 to 55 F location in late September. Maintain the amaryllis as a green plant from fall to mid-
winter. After the cool requirement has been met, move the plant to a warmer (70 to 75 F) location.
     How do you force an amaryllis bulb indoors? Amaryllis bulbs can be purchased pre-planted in pots or unpotted. When purchasing 
amaryllis, select large, solid bulbs. The largest bulbs usually produce two or three flower stalks.
    When planting an amaryllis bulb, select a pot that is approximately 1 to 2 inches wider than the diameter of the bulb. The container 
may be clay, ceramic or plastic, but should have drainage holes in the bottom. Plant the bulb in a well-drained potting mix. Place a 
small amount of the potting mix in the bottom of the pot. Center the bulb in the middle of the pot. Then add additional potting soil, 
firming it around the roots and bulb. When finished potting, the upper one-half of the bulb should remain above the soil surface. Also, 
leave about one inch between the soil surface and the pot’s rim. Then water thoroughly and place in a warm (70 to 75 F) location.
     Check the pot before watering a pre-planted amaryllis bulb. If the container does not have drainage holes, remove the bulb. Drill 
small holes in the bottom of the container and replant or transfer the bulb to a pot with drainage holes.
     After the initial watering, water just enough to keep the potting mix barely moist. When growth appears, move the plant to a sunny 
window and water more frequently. During flower stalk elongation, turn the pot daily to keep the flower stalk growing straight. Stake 
flower stalks that lean badly.
     When the amaryllis begins to bloom, move the plant to a slightly cooler (65 to 70 F) location that does not receive direct sun to 
prolong the life of the flowers.
     When should I pot up an amaryllis bulb in order to have it in bloom at Christmas? Most amaryllis bulbs are grown in South 
Africa and the Netherlands. South African-grown amaryllis bulbs typically bloom three to five weeks after potting. Cultivars commonly 
grown in South Africa include ‘Blushing Bride,’ ‘Inferno,’ ‘Lemon Sorbet,’ ‘Merry Christmas,’ ‘Rozetta,’ ‘Snow White’ and ‘Wedding 
Dance.’  Dutch-grown amaryllis bulbs typically bloom six to eight weeks after potting. Cultivars commonly grown in the Netherlands 
include ‘Aphrodite,’ ‘Apple Blossom,’ ‘Baby Star,’ ‘Christmas Gift,’ ‘Dancing Queen,’ ‘Minerva,’ ‘Naranja,’ ‘Neon,’ ‘Picotee,’ ‘Red Lion’ 
and ‘White Nymph.’
     For more information, Jauron can be reached at rjauron@iastate.edu or 515-294-3108.
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Extension News

Forestry Virtual Field 
Day Planned at Shimek 
State Forest
The Shimek State Forest in Iowa’s southeast corner will 
again be featured for this year’s fall forestry field day – this 
time in a free online format.
     Three educational sessions will highlight different aspects 
of forestry and bird life, in a series of short videos to be 
shown during a webinar Oct. 1 from 11 a.m. to noon.
     “The central theme this year is forest management for 
birds, but we’ll cover a wide range of practical forestry 
topics relevant to private woodland owners,” said Billy 
Beck, assistant professor and extension forestry specialist 
with Iowa State University Extension and Outreach.
     Presenters at three sites will highlight a unique forestry 
or silviculture practice, and how those practices are 
important to different species of birds.
     Topics will include clear-cutting, shelterwood and 
regenerating desired species; forest health and issues with 
disease and insects, as well as weather events like the recent 
derecho; and a timber market update.
     “We want to make people aware of what’s going on 
across Iowa and provide them with the additional resources 
they may need,” Beck said.
     Shimek State Forest encompasses more than 9,000 acres 
in Iowa’s Lee and Van Buren counties. The pre-dominant 
trees are oak-hickory and bottomland hardwood. Although 
the event focuses on this forest, the content will pertain to 
people across Iowa and the Midwest.
     Other speakers will include Adam Janke, assistant 
professor and extension wildlife specialist; John Byrd, area 
forester at Shimek; Anna Buckhardt-Thomas, ecologist 
with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources; and 
a representative from the Iowa Woodland Owners 
Association.
     Participants must register in advance for the webinar, 
and should test their equipment and connection in advance 
of the start time. After registering, you will receive a 
confirmation email containing information about joining 
the meeting.
     A viewing will also be available at the ISU Extension and 
Outreach Lee County office, for those unable to connect 
from home. The webinar will also be archived online.
     For more information, contact Beck at 515-294-8837, 
or wjbeck@iastate.edu.

Income Tax School to be 
Offered Online this Fall
Tax preparers and advisers in Iowa and Wisconsin can plan ahead for 
the annual tax school offered by the Center for Agricultural Law and 
Taxation at Iowa State University.
     Despite a difficult year with the COVID-19 pandemic, the 47th 
edition of the Federal Income Tax School is still a go – this time in 
an online-only format.
     The program will be offered on select dates from Nov. 10 through 
Dec. 15, with the traditional two-day option, or the option to 
complete the training in four morning or four afternoon sessions, 
depending on preference. Participants will be eligible for 16 hours of 
continuing professional education credits.
     “We believe that we can deliver the same quality tax education 
that we have for the past 47 years, just this time online,” said Kristine 
Tidgren, director of the Center for Agricultural Law and Taxation 
at Iowa State and Holder of the Leonard Dolezal Professorship in 
Agricultural Law. “It was a difficult decision but it became evident to 
us during the summer that we needed to focus on creating the best 
online experience that we could.”
     Tidgren is confident that this year’s program will be on par 
with previous years, and participants will still receive a copy of the 
National Income Tax Workbook. Eight experts are scheduled to 
speak on topics that will include new and expiring legislation, an 
IRS update, individual tax issues, business issues, trusts and estates, S 
corporations and more.
     The sessions will be presented live to registrants, with 
opportunities for live question and answer throughout. This is the 
second year that the program is also being offered in Wisconsin, with 
the same speakers, dates and sessions.
     Tidgren said the agenda is updated each year to include new 
topics and a review of the basic questions tax preparers can expect to 
face.
     “Every year we try to prepare our tax professionals for the biggest 
issues that they will face when filing the upcoming returns, including 
any tax law changes that have taken place since the previous year,” 
she said.
     An additional option this year is the choice of two bonus tracks 
called “Ethics and Filing Considerations,” and “Financial Distress 
and Agricultural Issues.” Participants can select one of the tracks for 
an additional $15, and receive an additional four hours of CPE.
     Participants should register by Oct. 20 to receive the best rate of 
$300 for either the two-day or four-session class, and $15 for the 
optional bonus track. Registration after Oct. 20 is $335 or $350 
with the bonus track.
     For more information, Tidgren can be reached at 515-294-6365 
ktidgren@iastate.edu.
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Online Training for 
Child Care Providers 
Offered Fall 2020
Due to COVID-19 concerns, Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach will offer 
several online trainings for child care providers 
this fall. Each training will be offered at two 
different times and taught by ISU Extension and 
Outreach human sciences specialists.
     Cent$ible: Getting What You Want will be 
offered Oct. 8 at 6:30 p.m. or Oct. 10 at 9 a.m. 
In this session, you will learn how to get what 
you want by setting financial goals and then 
creating a plan for your spending and saving.
     Actions Speak Louder Than Words will be 
offered Oct. 22 at 6:30 p.m. or Oct. 24 at 
9 a.m. Join this session to learn how to foster 
more positive role modeling to help children 
engage in positive health behaviors and 
practices.
     Preschoolers and Pennies: Read, Talk, 
Learn and Play will be offered Nov. 5 at 
6:30 p.m. or Nov. 7 at 9 a.m. Children love to 
pretend they run a grocery store or a restaurant. 
Build on that interest with activities for 
preschoolers that practice money and literacy 
skills. In this session, you’ll explore ways to 
introduce and reinforce money-related words 
and concepts throughout the day as children 
learn and play.
     Safe Food for a Healthy Future will be 
offered Nov. 19 at 6:30 p.m. or Nov. 21 at 
9 a.m. This session will focus on how to protect 
the children in your care from foodborne illness.
     The cost is $5 per training and all child care 
providers in the home daycare, community 
daycare and pre-school settings are welcome to 
attend. All trainings are approved by the Iowa 
Department of Human Services for two hours 
of credit. The Actions Speak Louder than Words 
and Safe Food for a Healthy Future trainings are 
also approved for Child and Adult Care Food 
Program Child Care Professional Development 
Credit. For more information and to register, go 
to www.extension.iastate.edu/humansciences/
cc-provider.

Redesigned Financial 
Empowerment Training Helps 
Professionals Support Iowa 
Families during Tough Times
Drops in income, increased unemployment, unexpected disasters and overall 
economic instability in 2020 have resulted in financial uncertainty for many 
Iowa families.
     “Families are searching for resources and guidance to relieve stress and be 
more financially stable,” says Phyllis Zalenski, a human sciences specialist with 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach. “Professionals and community 
members who help support financially stressed adults are in demand now more 
than ever.”
     Service providers, volunteers and clergy members have established helping 
relationships with families and often assist in a range of issues, which frequently 
have a financial connection. ISU Extension and Outreach is offering a 
redesigned “Your Money, Your Goals” course to help these individuals empower 
people who are overwhelmed by their financial situation.
     “The ‘Your Money, Your Goals’ training was designed by the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau and provides an opportunity to build capacity to 
address current financial topics such as cash flow, managing debt, planning 
for the unexpected, accessing credit reports and more,” said Zalenski, who 
specializes in family finance and co-facilitates the course.
     The redesigned course, now available online, includes two, 2-hour sessions 
filled with activities, discussion, resource materials and more. Upcoming 
sessions are scheduled on Oct. 15 and 22, 9 -11 a.m., as well as Dec. 7 and 14, 
9-11 a.m.
     The registration fee is $35 and pre-registration is required at http://bit.ly/
ymyg16762 for October or http://bit.ly/ymyg16767 for December.
     Past participants in “Your Money, Your Goals” report the workshop 
effectively improved their ability to meet the needs of the people they serve. 
Participants leave the workshop understanding core financial management 
topics and feeling prepared to use the tools and resources offered in the 
financial empowerment toolkit. Participants were confident in their ability to 
have conversations about financial issues with the people they serve and to help 
them manage their financial challenges.
     Each participant receives access to a 240+ page toolkit that includes easy-to-
follow directions, as well as examples for using the tools. In addition, links are 
provided to companion booklets that can be used with the toolkit or separately 
and are designed to address the unique needs of specific populations, such as 
Native Communities, people with disabilities or adults with criminal records.
For more information about “Your Money, Your Goals,” contact Phyllis 
Zalenski, zalenski@iastate.edu, 319-480-1106, or Mary Weinand, mweinand@
iastate.edu, 319-931-5087, or visit the website, www.extension.iastate.edu/
humansciences/your-money-goals.

Extension News



Biggest Little Paper In Town! 9

City Council Minutes

September 21st, 2020 
The Laurens City Council met in regular session at the Laurens Municipal Building at 5:00 p.m. 

on Monday, September 21st, 2020.  Mayor Johnson called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  Present were 
Council members Jean Swanson, Aaron Christenson, Rich Newgard, Julie Potter, City Administrator 
Hilary Reed, Deputy Clerk Joan Hoben, City Attorney Ann Beneke, Public Works Director Julian 
Johnson, and Chief of Police Tom Shaw.  Council Member John Jamison was absent.   

Potter moved to approve the consent agenda, including minutes from the September 8th, 2020, 
meeting and the list of claims.  Christenson seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.   

CLAIMS  09-21-2020 
  ACE SIGN DISPLAYS, INC. REPAIRS OF SIGNS        2,496.17  

AFLAC MONTHLY GROUP INSURANCE           593.38  

AIRGAS NORTH CENTRAL OXYGEN CYLINDERS             67.58  

FIDELITY SECURITY LIFE OCT EYECARE INSURANCE           175.46  

BAKER & TAYLOR AUG BOOK PURCHASES           407.13  

BOJI INFORMATION SYSTEMS WEBSITE CONSULT             30.00  

BOLTON & MENK CEMETERY SURVEY           957.00  

BRET BRANDT POLICE REIMBURSEMENT FOR PENGO           480.00  

CLAY COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE SERVE NOTICE             63.10  

COUNSEL COPIER MAINT.             76.77  

DELTA DENTAL OCT DENTAL INSURANCE           790.24  
DOLLAR GENERAL - REGION 
410526 COVID SUPPLIES             20.00  

FIRST COOP ASSOCIATION CHEMICALS           469.68  

HALLETT MATERIALS 8.21 TO COLD PATCH        3,057.10  

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE FED/FICA TAX        4,097.32  

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL WEED SPRAYING             68.00  

LMPC MONTHLY PHONE FEES           480.72  

LMU MONTHLY UTILITIES           383.88  

LAURENS PLUMBING SERVICE BALLAST REPLACEMENT 
               
114.99  

LAURENS STATE BANK POSTAGE           108.99  

LEE BAILEY MOWING           360.00  

MET WATER PLANT TESTING           493.00  

THE MESSENGER ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION           249.60  

OVERDRIVE, INC. EBOOKS           464.44  

POCAHONTAS CO. TREASURER PROPERTY TAXES        1,224.63  

POCAHONTAS CO. SOLID WASTE MONTHLY LANDFILL        5,835.83  
POPULAR SUBSCRIPTION SVC MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION           803.96  
R&D INDUSTRIES, INC. TECH SUPPORT           377.91  
SECURE SHRED SOLUTIONS PAPER SHREDDING             24.00  
SHAMROCK RECYCLE, INC. MONTHLY CURBSIDE RECYCLING        1,785.51  
STATE HYGIENIC LABORATORY TESTING           125.00  
STATE LIBRARY OF IOWA BRIDGES PLATFORM FEE           114.80  
STONY CREEK LANSCAPES, INC. 3 CONCEPT DESIGNS        5,000.00  
TOM SHAW POLICE REIMBURSEMENT FOR PENGO           320.00  

VERIZON WIRELESS MONTHLY CELL PHONES 
               
261.96  

WELLMARK OCT MONTHLY HEALTH INSURANCE 
           
9,872.12  

ZIEGLER FLEX PINS FOR PENGO 
                  
71.10  

 
TOTAL 

        
42,321.37  
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001 GENERAL        4,257.47  
110 ROAD USE TAX        1,292.34  
600 WATER        2,398.13  
610 SEWER        1,965.13  
670 GARBAGE        2,393.98  

 
TOTAL      12,307.05  

 
PAID TOTAL      54,628.42  

BY FUND 
  001 GENERAL         

13,181.82  

110 ROAD USE TAX            
4,970.66  

112 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS            
5,654.96  

176 HOMETOWN PRIDE            
7,496.17  

600 WATER        5,635.73  
610 SEWER        5,258.27  
670 GARBAGE      12,430.81  

 
TOTAL BY FUND      54,628.42  

 
Fire Chief Pat Murray was for approval of hiring Jeremey Fulkerth as a new fireman.  Newgard 

so moved.  Swanson seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.  
Newgard moved to approve the resignation of Police Officer Mason McGrauth.  Potter seconded.  

All ayes; motion carried.   
Discussion on policing staffing and search was held.  Input was provided from the community.   
Discussion was held on the possibility of reopening the basement.  Christenson motioned to have 

the basement remain closed to renters during this time.  Newgard seconded.  All ayes; motion carried. 
Reed reported during city staff reports that the magician will be held at the Laurens Public 

Library on Saturday, October 31st at 4:00 p.m., and Trick or Treating will be held following the magician 
from 5-7 p.m.  Furthermore, Fall Clean up Days will be held from Friday, October 16th-Sunday October 
25th.     

Potter moved to adjourn at 6:12  p.m.  Christenson seconded.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
 
__________________________________  ______________________________________ 
Rod Johnson, Mayor       Hilary Reed, City Clerk 


