
Biggest Little Paper In Town! 1

 The Paper
Laurens, Iowa

Our Town , Our Paper!

© Copyright My Laurens, Inc., 2010  All Rights Reserved.

Vol. 15  No. 17

October 7, 
2020

www.thepapernow.com

Local News 

LAURENS 
BASKETBALL
High school hoops make 
grand legacy as memories 
linger
By RICK DAVIS

So, October finally is here -- and, no, it's 
not just another month on our calendars 
... especially in 2020.  Significantly, it 
suggests the bedeviled pandemic year is 
inching closer to an end. 
    In Laurens, October also typically 
means cooler nights, trees changing  
colors,  Halloween, longer days in the 
fields for the farmers.    
   It also can be a wake-up call of what's 
ahead in November and December 
-- Thanksgiving, Christmas, New 
Year's, downtown Laurens decked out 
with colored lights and garland.  Iowa 
traditions that we have continued to 
cherish through the years.  
   Take a closer, more discerning look 
though, at the Laurens scene this 
October.  For some of us anyway, 
something subtle is missing -- and that 
is the gathering anticipation of a new 
high school basketball season looming 
just around the corner.  High school 
basketball season openers in Iowa 
typically are played in November.  But in 
the Laurens of today, alas, it's nowhere to 
be found.  In fact, the entire existence of 
high school basketball at the local school 

has faded away forever, having "gone south" 
three years ago when the entire high school 
operation of the Laurens-Marathon School 
was shut down.  The school exists now only 
for kindergarten through sixth grade -- an 
exasperating consequence, yet  probably one 
that was dreadfully expected by some who 
had been monitoring the town's eroding 
population, and the school's accompanying 
decreasing enrollment, for more than 25 
years.
      Today's reality for Laurens 
teenagers (including those 
with basketball aspirations) 
requires that they typically 
commute to Pocahontas 
Area School for their entire 
high school experience. (For 
the record, practice for both 
boys and girls basketball at 
Pocahontas Area is scheduled 
to begin next month.)
     As for the Laurens-
Marathon School's high 
school basketball history 
book, it is 100 percent 
complete with no  addendums  
forthcoming -- ever.
    Given that, for the sake 
of nostalgia if nothing else, 
revisiting some of those 
seasons of Laurens High boys 
and girls basketball has appeal.   
Evidence can be found in the 
musty pages of the town's 
history.  For nearly 100 years, 
the sport injected, generally 
speaking, some energy and life 

into the quasi-monotony of wintertime.  
Even better ... during the exceptional 
seasons put together by the local 
teams, there were bonuses --  increased 
attendance and heightened community 
spirit.  Year after year, we embraced it, 
to varying degrees.  And that  brings up 
a related, fleeting thought -- in these 
coronavirus times, wouldn't it be great if 

LAURENS' STATE TOURNAMENT TEAMS
1920-21 LAURENS GIRLS: The coach and the final 

record for this team could not be located in the Laurens 
Sun archives or through other research.  The team did win 

its first two games in the  single-class state tournament 
before losing in the quarterfinals.

1961-62 LAURENS BOYS: Coach Floyd Winter.  27-2 
final record.  Advanced to state championship game from 
an original all-one-class sectional field of 614 teams.  Lost 

final to Cedar Rapids Regis, 76-64.
1962-63 LAURENS BOYS: Coach Floyd Winter. 21-5 
final record.  Advanced to all-one-class state tournament 

(that had an original sectional field of 567 teams) by 
defeating No. 1 state-ranked, undefeated Mason City in 
substate final, 63-40.  Lost to eventual state runner-up 
Council Bluffs Abraham Lincoln, 78-53, in state's first 

(quarterfinal) round.
1968-69 LAURENS GIRLS: Coach Marv Chickering.  
13-10 final record.  Had regular season sub-.500 record 

(8-9), but went undefeated in five games in sectional and 
district postseason play to advance to single-class 16-team 
state tournament.  Lost opening-round game to eventual 

tournament runner-up Allison-Bristow, 79-67.
2008-09 LAURENS-MARATHON BOYS: Coach Matt 

Winter.  22-4 final record.  Won one game and lost two to 
finish  fourth in Class 1A  at the state tournament 

(which had 1A, 2A, 3A and 4A classes).

...continued to page 2...



Our Town Our Paper! 2

Local News

Laurens citizens still had their own high 
school basketball teams to root for and 
rally around?
   According to the "History of Laurens 
School,"  a booklet published for the 
town's 1976 Bicentennial, Laurens  
began competing against neighboring 
towns in high school basketball  
sometime during the 1910-1919 decade.  
Although definitive accomplishments 
are lacking, the booklet does allude  
to  highlights involving a number of 
exceptional teams and stellar athletes.  
Another source, the hometown-
reliable Laurens Sun's archives include 
accounts of conference championships 
and postseason success in the form 
of advancements to the district and 
substate tournaments. 
   Across all those seasons though, five 
Laurens/Laurens-Marathon High School 
teams rate ultra-elite status -- the  squads  
that navigated the ominous multi-round 
postseason tournament trail to reach 
the   "Big Dance," the annual Iowa State 
Tournament.  
   Here's a capsulized look at those  five 
memorable squads...
     1920-21 Laurens girls -- According 

to the Iowa State Girls Athletic Union, 
this is the only other Laurens girls team 
to reach the state tournament, which in 
1921, included a single-class 18-team 
field.  This Laurens team's final record 
could not be located in the Sun archives.  
But it is documented that this squad was 
impressive on the grand stage of the state 
meet, winning their first two games -- 
16-13 over Runnells in the first round, 
then 13-10 over Brooklyn in the second 
round.  Their aspiring run ended in a 
9-7 loss to Madrid in the quarterfinals.  
(Madrid then lost to eventual finalist 
Ottumwa, 16-6, in the semifinals.  In 
the final, Audubon  defeated Ottumwa, 
21-11.)  
   1968-69 Laurens Elkettes -- This 
team  advanced to the all-one-class, 16-
team state tournament -- despite ending 
the regular season with  a sub-.500 
record of eight wins and nine losses.  
This Marv Chickering-coached team 
picked the most opportune time to peak 
-- in the postseason.  Riding steamroller-
like momentum and the heroics of 
senior scoring whiz Becky Essick, these 
Elkettes went   undefeated (five wins, no 
losses) through the sectional and district 
tournaments to earn the right to play 

under the 
bright lights 
at Veterans 
Auditorium 
in Des 
Moines.  
That it 
became a  
Cinderella 
ride  abruptly 
derailed  in 
an opening 
round 79-
67 loss to  
Allison-

Bristow in the state tournament only 
slightly diminished the team's stretch 
run as the final record was 13 wins 
and 10 losses.  Adding credence to the 
Elkettes' good vibrations despite their 
final record was the fact that Allison-
Bristow proved its pedigree in advancing 
to the championship game, where the 
Lady Trojans lost by only six points 
(66-60) to Montezuma, a school that 
dominated the 1960s decade  in girls 
basketball.
   "Before the sectional, I didn't sense 
at all what the team might be capable 
of,"  said Chickering, now 80 and living 
in retirement in Algona.  "We were not 
exceptionally talented, but it was a super 
group  with great attitudes.  We got 
through the sectional with three wins 
(including a 50-49 win over Rembrandt 
in the sectional final when Essick made 
two free throws in the final seconds).  
That gave us momentum going into 
district.  And our confidence was up 
considerably.  I remember telling the 
team on the bus ride home after one 
game to stop saying 'if ' .... if we can win 
the next game.  No ifs, no negatives.  
We were playing better than we had all 
season."
   Essick, a backporch-butter-pure 
outside shooter, averaged an astounding 
33.8 points per game her senior season.  
She was augmented by senior Mary 
Solem (19.5 ppg) and sophomore Kaye 
Oleson (8.8 ppg).  The starting defensive 
backcourt  included  Rita Siddall,  Sandy 
Solem and Linda Swires. (Until finally 
switching to a 5-on-5 format in 1993, 
girls basketball in Iowa for years was a 
6-on-6 game involving three offensive 
forwards and three defensive guards with 
each threesome restricted to playing only 
in their half of the court.)
   "Against Allison-Bristow, we actually 
scored the first seven points of the game.  
Then they got going, although we did 
hang around, stayed within reach," 

The 1968-69 Laurens Elkettes thrived on the late-season momentum of five 
straight victories in sectional and district play to earn a trip to the single-class 
state tournament.  Their final record was 13-10. Front row (from left): Sharon 
Anderson, Barb Madsen, Gloria Hawley, Colleen Sernett, Gloria Richardson 

and Julie Goerner.  Back row: Becky Essick, Nancy Roewe, Colleen Madsen, 
Sandy Solem, Linda Swires, Mary Solem, Rita Siddall and Kaye Oleson.

...continued from page 1...

...continued to page 3...



Biggest Little Paper In Town! 3

Local News

Chickering said.  "They had this tall, 
athletic post player (all-state selectee 
Diane Stanick) who we could not 
contain.  That became the difference.  
Afterward, I told our team how proud 
I was of what they accomplished, 
especially during the tournament run, 
the final six games.  Their fighting spirit 
and determination, it was special." 
   Essick, who is married to Laurens 
native Mike Cundiff, was reached by 
phone in Springfield, Mo.  Asked for 
a perspective 51 years after that special 
season, Becky termed it "a dream come 
true, something you always want to have 
happen to you."
   "Such an exciting time,"  said Essick, 
whose career one-game high of 57 
points rates extra glitter because she 
played during an era in which there was 
no three-point arc to reward pristine 
outside shooters.  "In my neighborhood 
in Laurens, there were girls who became 
cheerleaders, but nobody who played 
basketball. I really liked the sport, so I 
had to play it with my brother (Greg) 
and the guys.  So, I became more 
aggressive. I was almost forced to mix 
it up with them in order to compete.   
I  learned to shoot from outside, too,  
rather than drive to the basket."
    2008-09 Laurens-Marathon 
Chargers -- Another of the town's 
state tournament teams was this 
consolidated-school boys squad coached 
by Matt Winter.  These "Chargers" (the 
nickname of the school's sports teams 
was changed from the Elks and Elkettes 
to the Chargers and Lady Chargers 
when Laurens School consolidated 
with Marathon in 1976) did benefit  by 
competing in a more equitable state-
tournament format that allowed teams 
to compete in one of four divisions -- 
based on school enrollment. 
   Winter's team won its quarterfinal 
game over Burlington Notre Dame, 47-
35; lost in the semifinals to Cedar Falls 

Northern University, 42-38; then lost 
to Iowa Mennonite Kalona, 81-71, in 
the consolation championship to finish 
fourth overall.  Their season record was 
22 wins and 4 losses.  
   "We played our best basketball during 
the tournament run and that's obviously 
when you want your team to peak," said 
Winter, a Cedar Rapids native who was 
26 years old and in his fourth season 
at the Chargers' helm back then.  "We 
showed throughout the season we could 
play well against any style and we won 
games in different ways.  Our strengths 
were unselfish play and defense.  Our 
goal from the beginning of the season 
was to get to Des Moines and then to 
win it all once we were there.  I didn't 
have to remind them to not just be 
content to be in the tournament because 
they were not that type of group.  I told 
the team after the final loss 'hold your 
heads high.'  In Des Moines, we had lost 
competitive games to two of the best 
teams in the state... it was a lot to be 
proud of.  It gave me a great feeling to 
see these kids have that type of success 
because they had worked so hard."
   Winter said his team was inspired, 

to a degree, by an indirect connection 
with the '62 and '63 Laurens boys state 
tournament teams.  "On a hallway 
wall at the school, there were pictures 
from the yearbook of the '62 team (that 
was state runner-up in a single-class, 
614-schools format),"  said Winter.  
"The kids would stop there sometimes.  
They enjoyed looking at the pictures, 
to see the players who were on the 
team that went all the way to the final 
game.  I think, in a way, it might have 
motivated them to want to do that, too.  
And to be remembered in that way."
   Senior Ryan Stumbo, that team's 
leading scorer with nearly a 15-point 
average, upon reflection, called 
the pictured wall display "a good 
connection."
   "From back there (in '62) to our 
season, it brought together a lot of good 
things,"  Stumbo said following that 
'09 season. "You would reminisce and 
use that to connect to what we wanted 
to achieve... what those teams years ago 
were able to do.  It helped bring together 

The 2008-09 Laurens-Marathon Chargers finished fourth in the 1A Division of the four-
classes state tournament.  Their final record was 22-4.  Front row (from left): Tyler Smith, 

Bryce Maschino, Case Bieri, Adam Woodin. Middle row: Jarrod Reese, Tyler Sandvig, 
Ryan Lovin, Josh Sernett, Zach Lovin. Back row: Austin Stumbo, Gary Brechler, Travis 

Leuer, Caleb Jamison, Ryan Stumbo.  Not shown: Coach Matt Winter

...continued from page 2...
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a lot of support within the team and 
within the community. The community 
bond was phenomenal -- and that really 
helped us."
   1961-62 Laurens Elks and 1962-63 
Laurens Elks -- These were the  final 
two Laurens state tournament teams.  
By advancing to the all-one-class eight-
team tournament field in back-to-back 
seasons, these two Floyd Winter-coached 
squads arguably transformed Laurens 
High from boasting just another of  
Iowa's numerous small-town average-
quality hoops programs to high-profile, 
elitist status (temporarily). 
   The '62 Elks, who were victorious in 
27 of their 29 games, still are revered 
as the kingpins of the town's five state 
tournament teams. Basically, because 
they enjoyed a Cinderella-like ride 
that came agonizingly close to a state 
championship.  They defeated  Waverly-
Shell Rock,  82-59, in the quarterfinals, 
then turned away Sac City, 67-58, 

in the semifinals.  At that point, the 
championship was within reach, yet too 
elusive to grasp.  A scintillating fourth 
quarter rally in the final against Cedar 
Rapids Regis produced a 62-62 tie 
with 3 1/2 minutes left.  But the surge  
fizzled out with the result an eventual 
76-64 loss in the old nostalgia-tinged 
University of Iowa Fieldhouse in Iowa 
City. 
   It was agonizingly unlike the ending 
of the 1986 cinema classic "Hoosiers" 
about Indiana high school basketball in 
which Jimmy Chitwood of the small-
town Hickory Huskers sank a buzzer-
beater basket to topple enrollment 
behemoth South Bend Central.  For 
sure, for the '62 Elks, it became 
begrudgingly difficult to take solace 
in the fact that they had  finished No. 
2 among more than 600 Iowa schools 
entered in the initial postseason field.
   In the "Hoosiers" movie, there's a 
scene that was filmed in the locker-room 
stillness that final night, before the two 

finalists were to 
take the floor 
for warmups.  
Hickory coach 
Norman Dale  
asks his team, 
"Does anyone 
have anything 
to say?"  One 
player, Merle 
Webb, offers 
this incisive 
comment:  
"Let's win this 
one for all the 
small schools 
that never had 
a chance to get 
here."
  Considering 

the circumstances, it seemed a fitting 
battle cry -- and one that rang true in 
the end.  But for those '62 Elks, it was 
to ring hollow after their finale's final 
whistle.
   The '63 season produced an 
exceptional encore for the Laurens Elks 
of that era.  Perhaps to reaffirm the 
notion that he belonged among the elite 
young lions of Iowa high school boys 
basketball coaches, Floyd Winter cajoled 
and coached the '63 Elks right back 
onto the same big stage.  It unfolded as 
a campaign in which Winter tweaked 
his starting lineup numerous times, 
doggedly searching for the proper blend 
of chemistry, glue-like cohesiveness and 
all-around ability.  
   Perhaps in part because it became one 
of those almost-mythic times when all 
the cosmic tumblers seemed to click into 
place, Winter, with five weeks left in the 
regular season, did settle on a starting 
lineup of seniors Don Ziegler, Dick 
Mosbach and Bill Kemp,  junior Denny 
Wright and sophomore George Slattery.  
Hitting on all cylinders, Winter's 
rejiggered unit took no prisoners in 
storming through the sectional and 
district tournaments.  
   The district final produced a 99-84 
"revenge rout" of a No. 1-state-ranked 
Class B power Pocahontas Catholic 
squad that had embarrassed Laurens, 
83-56, over Christmas vacation.  In the 
get-even win over the ultra-confident 
parochial powerhouse, the Elks staged a 
workmanlike, yet magical, performance.  
They made 43 of 50 free throws (86 
percent) and had four players in double-
figure scoring -- Mosbach 30, Ziegler 27, 
Slattery 17 and Wright 14-- plus Kemp 
with 9 points.  The full-court-pressing, 
overly aggressive losers were whistled for 
31 fouls. 
   And things got even better after that. 
Next up was a substate tournament 

The 1961-62 Laurens Elks were a truly elite team that finished No. 2 in the 
state, among 614 schools that comprised the initial single-class postseason 

field. The Elks' final record was 27-2. Front row (from left): Bill Kemp, 
Willie Grice, Al Stover, Coach Floyd Winter, Dick Mosbach, Bob Ziegler, 

Don Ziegler. Back row: Rick Davis, Garlan Stover, Randy Behmer, Francis 
Hanisch, John Pohlman, Ed Workman.

...continued from page 3...
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semifinal that produced more of the 
same exquisite play as previously 
unbeaten Lakota was shrugged off, 64-
56.  
   Matched then against No. 1-state-
ranked and undefeated Mason City 
in the substate final, Laurens executed 
a well-crafted, burn-the-midnight-oil 
Winter game plan (featuring a switch 
to a zone defense that negated Mason 
City's height advantage and effective 
inside attacking style) to perfection in 
coming away with a shocking 63-40 
victory to earn the return trip to the 
state meet. Not surprisingly, the colossal 
upset resulted in loftier expectations as 
the Laurens legions of fans clamored 
to grab their pom-poms and board 
the bandwagon, envisioning a run all 
the way to the state championship.  If 
successful, it would have transformed  
into reality a dream first envisioned by 
some Laurens players way back when 
they still were in fourth grade -- and   
otherwise burdened with the most 
onerous challenge of memorizing all the 
U.S. state capitals. 
   Ah, but a return trip to the final game 
was not in the cards.  Those plans were 
dashed abruptly when Council Bluffs 
Abraham Lincoln  (a battle-tested 
large school that dragged a deceiving 
15-10 record onto the floor on the 
tournament's opening night at Veterans 
Auditorium in Des Moines) jolted the 
Elks, 78-53.  That Winter's club led, 36-
33, at halftime, but then were outscored, 
45-17, after intermission  (making only 
7 of 36 field goal attempts for 19.4 
percent).  The result became yet another 
reminder that a basketball game has four 
quarters.   
    "It seemed like we couldn't miss and 
did everything else right,"  Lincoln 
veteran coach Thurman Johnson 
noted afterward. "That was the best 
half of basketball we had played all 

season." (Johnson's team then solidified 
its pedigree by advancing to the 
championship game, losing to Newton, 
66-58.)
   Still, the '63 Elks finished with 21 
wins and 5 losses while earning one 
of the state tournament's eight berths 
among 567 schools assigned to the 
original expansive single-class sectional 
brackets.  For the season, Ziegler's 
23.2-point average led the team, 
followed by Mosbach's 20.4 average.
   That Floyd Winter was able to 
orchestrate the Elks' back-to-back state 
tournament appearances is storybook 
stuff in some ways.  A native of Buffalo 
Center (35 miles northeast of Algona 
with a current population of 850), 
Winter was a four-year high school 
basketball letterman  and then a 
standout player at his alma mater, Luther 
College.  He launched what would 
become a 41-year career in education by 
coaching and teaching social studies at 
Laurens High for six years.  
   Winter said he was unofficially 
"recruited" in late spring of '58 by LHS 
faculty veteran Francis "Pete" Peterson, 
who was planning to leave the coaching 
ranks and go into administration.  
Peterson was tipped off to Winter's 
coaching potential by longtime Luther 

College coach Hamlet Peterson.  During 
the ensuing job interview, Pete informed 
Winter that a special group of Laurens 
kids with talent and competitive 
ambition was ascending from the junior 
high ranks.  And a special coach could 
factor strongly into the equation for 
success.  After being hired for a $3,800 
base salary (plus a $200 stipend to be 
a coaching assistant in three sports), 
Winter served as Peterson’s assistant 
for one year, then took the head 
coaching reins when Peterson left for an 
administrator’s position in another town.
   "When I took the Laurens job (as 
an assistant coach initially), I had 
other head coaching offers," Winter 
remembers.  "But Pete shared with 
me the potential of the Laurens boys 
program, and that there would be 
head jobs at Laurens soon.  Once 
I got to Laurens, I felt there was 
good educational leadership there in 
(superintendent) Joe Halterman, (junior 
high principal) Ray Nonneman and 
(high school principal) Ruth Larson 
-- people who I felt would help a rookie 
like me."
   The first two Winter-head-coached 
Elks squads each had a 15 wins, 6 
losses record.  Signs of promise for sure.  

The 1962-63 Laurens Elks upset No. 1 ranked and undefeated Mason City in the substate 
final to advance to the single-class state tournament.  Their final record was 21-5.  (From left): 
Coach Floyd Winter, Rick Davis, Ed Workman, John Pohlman, Don Ziegler, Warren Hawk, Dick 
Mosbach, Randy Behmer, Louis Ball, Bill Kemp, Denny Wright, George Slattery, Garlan Stover. 

...continued from page 4...
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And  the records also were indications 
that served to enhance already lofty 
expectations.  
   Expectations mostly attained, as it 
turned out.
   From the season-opening tipoff, the 
'61-62 Elks seemed to measure up to 
all the hoopla and prognostications.  
They won their first 19 games, before 
dropping their regular season finale, to 
a formidable Sutherland-Calumet team, 
80-57.  That setback though became, in 
effect, a wakeup call for Winter's lads, 
who promptly rebounded by going 5-0 
in district and substate play to earn a 
coveted trip to the state tournament 
in Iowa City.  (Sutherland-Calumet 
never reached the state tournament that 
season, losing to large-school power 
Sioux City Central in a substate final.)  
For the Elks, victories in the first two 
matchups at state  set the stage for their 
season closer for all the marbles.  That 
March 24, 1962, finale was decided only 
in the final four minutes (see details 
above).   Winter, when he coached those 
Elks that night, was 25, barely seven 
years older than his three senior starters 
-- Willie Grice, Bob Ziegler and Al 

Stover.
   "That was a special group (the other 
starters were juniors Don Ziegler and  
Dick Mosbach) that really meshed.  
And, as their coach,  I didn't want 
to disappoint them,"  Winter says 
reflectively.  "Entering that season, 
lack of good competition was my main 
concern (if the loss to Sutherland-
Calumet is thrown out, the '62 Elks were 
outscoring opponents by an average of 
more than 20 points per game entering 
district tournament play).  We had 
exceptional talent.  But making a strong 
tournament run involved different 
problems.  I loved to coach a running 
game and we had the ingredients, 
including exceptional passing, to do 
that.  Losing to Sutherland probably was 
the best thing that could have happened.  
After so many easy games, we needed 
to be toughened by better competition.  
Looking back, I hope I didn't over-coach 
the '62, and '63 teams.  I believe players 
should be allowed to use their strengths 
and opportunities to freelance -- within 
means."
   Grice, who earned a total of 14 LHS 
letters in basketball, baseball, football 
and track/field,  later coached and was 
athletic director at his alma mater.  

He  remembers 
that  the '62 Elks 
"totally bought into 
Floyd's philosophy 
adroitly centered 
on a running game" 
...  thus, the almost 
commando-like 
cardio-vascular 
conditioning.  
   The team thrived 
on offensive surges, 
triggered by quick-
transition fast 
breaks, sharp passing 
that produced 

easy baskets from short range and also 
effective outside shooting.  As a team, 
the '62 Elks shot 46 percent from the 
field, 70 percent on free throws and 
averaged 74.1 points per game.  Bob 
Ziegler led in scoring with a 20.1 point 
average, with three teammates also in 
double figures (Don Ziegler 18.7, Grice 
11.2, Mosbach 10.3) and Stover at 9.0.  
They comprised, indeed, a legitimate 
high school Fabulous Five.  Four of 
the starters went on to play college 
basketball -- the Ziegler brothers both 
at Iowa State (NCAA Division I), Grice 
at Buena Vista (NAIA Division I) and 
Mosbach  at the NCAA Division I Air 
Force Academy (after his freshman 
year, Mosbach dropped basketball to 
concentrate on academics in the military 
academy's rigorous curriculum).
   "It was insane to run as much as we 
did in practices," says Grice, referring 
to the daily regimen that included 
10 laps or more around the LHS 
Old Gym floor, then up the stairs of 
the permanent stands, across the top 
and back down to the floor. "But we 
won games by being in better shape.  
Our success was the combination of 
conditioning, just enough height for that 
era (only two starters were taller than 
six feet -- the 6-foot-6 Mosbach and 
6-foot-2 Bob Ziegler) and the maturity 
of upperclassmen with experience and 
good ball skills."
   Mosbach noted that Winter, because 
he was a solid player at Luther and 
only three years removed from playing 
collegiately, rated "instant credibility" 
with his players, partly because he could 
more than hold his own when he joined 
team drills and scrimmages.
   "Even more importantly, Floyd was, 
and still is, a gentleman of impeccable 
character," Mosbach said. "I can 
honestly say that I never, even in the 
most emotionally charged situations, 

Floyd Winter, who nearly 60 years ago coached Laurens High to 
consecutive appearances in the 1962 and '63 Iowa  boys basketball 
state tournaments, still is playing his favorite sport -- and with flair 
and scoring touch.  Winter (center of front row, holding basketball) 
is 83 now, but has been aptly nicknamed "The Silver Streak" in an 
adult league comprised of players of various ages and abilities on 

the University of Northern Iowa campus in Cedar Falls.

...continued from page 5...
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saw Coach Floyd act as anything other 
than a true gentleman. From an Xs 
and Os aspect, Coach did not have 
any sophisticated concept of schemes. 
Rather, he completely understood our 
talents and weaknesses and designed a 
system that worked for us. We had basic 
offenses and defenses that highlighted 
our strengths so we were able to deal 
with whatever our opponents used. 
What we did, we did well. We had super 
team chemistry. We were all friends who 
understood our role on the team. Willie, 
the playmaker.   Al, the muscle. Bob 
and Don, the scorers.  And me.... doing 
whatever I did. There never was any 
jealousy."
   Reflecting on the '62 heartbreaker loss 
at the end, Grice, in an insightful 2008 
interview, said, "Losing when you're 
that close to getting the job done... it 
was tremendously disappointing.  But 
we were playing our third game in three 
nights. And Regis had a bench, that was 
stronger than our bench which was not 
battle-tested.  That paid off for them.  
We did have momentum after tying 
the score (62-62 with 4 minutes, 30 
seconds left), but we just ran out of gas. 
Thank goodness for all the times we ran 
the stairs in practices. We were in good 
shape or we would not have lasted as 
long as we did. Regis was big, strong and 
talented. Physically, they wore us out.  
And they got hot, hitting baskets at the 
right time."
   Bob Ziegler was a four-year letterman 
in each basketball, track and baseball as 
an Elk.  After his college career, he was 
drafted as a pitcher by the Minnesota 
Twins and played two seasons of 
minor league baseball (according to 
BaseballReference.com).  Looking back 
now, Bob says he remembers the '62 
team as "a group of good kids; and we 
all had one main goal in mind ... to win 

every game we played."
   "Everyone worked well together and 
had a positive attitude with the coach,"  
said Bob, who lives in Colorado with 
his Laurens native wife Lynette.  "I 
really wish we could have won that last 
game.  I still believe we could have.  But 
still, it was a great experience.  We had 
a great ride to the finals and it took a 
good team to beat us. I was just happy 
for the town of Laurens and the school.  
The experience was a positive boost for 
everyone. I still have  special feelings for  
the members of that team." 
   Bob Ziegler said he remembers that, 
about halfway through the 1961-62 
season, Coach Winter experimented 
with installing a new offensive scheme.
   "We worked on it for awhile but it 
wasn't working well and the team was 
frustrated,"  Bob said. "Coach quickly 
went back to the regular offense. A 
young coach might not have been 
willing to give up on the new offense, 
and that would have caused big 
problems.  But our coach  did a great job 
of coaching us and he deserves a lot of 
credit for how we did that season."
   Mosbach echoed Grice's comments 
about "running out of gas," noting "after 
we tied it 62-all, Regis made a run.  
(Regis scoring leader) Jim Cummins 
hit two or three shots from the corner... 
it was all over.  We had played three 
games in three days with few, if any, 
substitutions. Coupled with the length 
of the season and the minutes the five of 
us played, caused us to fall short.  The 
Laurens fans, and everyone else we met, 
told us how proud they were of us.  If 
I was disappointed at all (regarding the 
'62 and '63 seasons collectively), it was 
in 1963 when our fans had such high 
expectations and we lost in the first 
round."
   Still, Mosbach termed the experience 
of reaching the championship game in 
'62 as "perhaps a life-changing one," 
adding, "I knew we had an excellent 

team, but to find myself, as a 16-year-
old, playing for the state title in front of 
16,000 fans ... it was something I could 
never have imagined.  All of a sudden, 
people outside of Laurens knew who we 
were.  Of course, the Cinderella-team 
aspect played a big role in it.  Everything 
about the experience was special.  The 
support of the Laurens fans, the way 
we were treated by the media and the 
state tournament officials.  The team 
camaraderie.  Our reception by the fans 
when we returned home.  I remember it 
all as if it happened yesterday.  When I 
need a feel-good moment, I can always 
recall my state tournament experiences."
   In Grice's view, the emotional grinder/
ringer that a team unequivocally is 
forced to go through when playing at 
such an elevated level also took a toll on 
the '62 Elks.
   "A lot of emotion is involved in 
playing in the state tournament,"  Grice 
said, suggesting the team's gas tank was 
on "empty" during the last few minutes 
of the final. "You're at a peak and, 
when that goes away, it gets real tough.  
I remember after the game was over, 
sitting in the locker-room.  We were 
looking at each other and not saying 
much.  No one could say to himself that 
he didn't bust his butt out there on the 
floor in that last game."
   Grice said he remembers Winter's 
sage comment after the Elks had opened 
the Big Dance with the 82-59 rout of 
Waverly-Shell Rock.  Floyd told us, 
"Let's not be content with just being 
part of this tournament.  We might as 
well try to win it."
   In a 2008 interview, Winter offered 
some expansive reflections on the near-
miss against Regis.
   "To come back (from a 54-39, 
15-point second-half deficit) against 
them and make it close for that long, 
to tie it near the end, that was a real 

...continued from page 6...

...continued to page 8...
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accomplishment," Winter said. "We 
were the small-school underdogs with 
most of the crowd -- well, except for 
1,000 or so Regis fans -- cheering hard 
for us.  (A Des Moines Register report 
filed the following week estimated that 
about 500 of Laurens' estimated 1,800 
population in 1962 made the journey to 
Iowa City to see the finale.)
   " I don't know what we could have 
done differently that last quarter," 
Winter added. "Afterward, I told the 
team I was extremely proud of what 
they accomplished over an entire season. 
Reflecting back, I was lucky to be in the 
right place at the right time.  I really had 
no business coaching that team in that 
game at such a young age.  But it never 
entered my mind then that we could not 
have success.  What a great era that was 
for the entire community of Laurens."
   Winter described the Elks' return trip 
to the state tournament in '63 as "a 
much more difficult task," noting, "I 
felt fortunate for our accomplishment of 
making the run to get to state. The team 
came together at the right time."
   The '63 Elks suffered two consecutive 
three-point conference losses (to Manson 
and Gilmore City-Bradgate) just two 
weeks before postseason play was to 
begin. But Winter noted the difference 
between those narrow setbacks and the 
27-point thrashing administered by 
Pocahontas Catholic over the holidays.  
   "Against Poky Catholic, we were 
totally out-quicked and outplayed in 
their small gym by one of the most 
athletic small-school teams in the state 
in my estimation," Winter said. "We 
were out-prepared and out-coached.  It 
was tough for all of us to get back on 
track.  But I made copious notes in case 
we played them again.  By comparison, 
those two late-season losses weren't 
as devastating because they were close 
games.  And it caused the team to really 

focus for upcoming tournament play.  
Because of our past success (in '62), we 
were a marked team in '63, a team that 
opponents got fired up to knock off."
   It's notable that the Sioux City Journal 
newspaper selected Winter as the state's 
boys coach of the year in '63 (but not in 
'62).  Mosbach suggested the challenge 
was greater in '63 -- and their coach 
measured up.
   "In '62, we had sufficient talent that 
we could win even when several players 
had below-par nights,"  Mosbach said.  
"But the '63 team was more of a good 
team with fine role players. We needed 
to be hitting on all cylinders to beat 
good teams. Given our talent, we did 
a good job. Some young guys stepped 
up to fill big shoes. After reaching the 
championship game in '62, there was 
talk of repeating that. But I don't think 
anyone was convinced we were good 
enough to go to the Big Dance again, 
especially in that era of all-one-class 
state tournaments. At one point during 
the season, I felt the team had become 
dysfunctional.  But Floyd figured out 
how to fix things.  He got a lot out of 
us."
   Still, there's no rational way to 
sugarcoat it.... the bummer loss in the 
state meet's opening round was tough to 
swallow.
   "Yet losing that first game had nothing 
to do with us being overconfident 
against a team with an average record 
(14 wins, 10 losses),"  said Mosbach.  
"We had a great first half, but then they 
figured out how to slow us down.  We 
didn't have the horses to match up.  
It was disappointing, but I felt worse 
for the Laurens fans.  After upsetting 
(undefeated) Mason City in the substate 
final, I think many fans felt we were 
a shoo-in for the state title.  As time 
passed, I looked back on that game -- 
and especially the whole season -- for 
what it was...  a great experience and a 

lasting memory."
   The only Laurens players who were 
starters on both the '62 and '63 teams 
were Mosbach and Don Ziegler.  
Mosbach credited the combined 
experience for opening several doors for 
him thereafter.
   "I got the attention of several colleges 
including the Air Force Academy,"  said 
Mosbach, who in 1968 graduated from 
the academy, and was commissioned 
a second lieutenant on the same day. 
"Long story, short, it led to a 27-year 
Air Force career (retiring with the rank 
of colonel), meeting the love of my life 
(wife Beth) and to a wonderful life full 
of adventures and great jobs."
   Floyd Winter's last season of coaching 
basketball in Laurens was 1963-64, 
a campaign that produced 14 wins 
and 6 losses, including a 61-53 loss 
to well-coached Albert City-Truesdale 
in the first round of district play. "I 
had decided (during that school year) 
I wanted to earn a master's degree 
and become a high school principal,"  
remembered Winter, noting that no 
colleges in Northwest Iowa offered such 
a program.  The University of Northern 
Iowa (State College of Iowa back then) 
in Cedar Falls did, however.  When a 
head basketball coach position opened 
up in early summer '64 in Vinton (45 
miles from Cedar Falls), Winter applied 
and was hired, closing the books on the 
Winter family's six-year stay in Laurens.    
His final head coaching record with 
the Elks was 92 wins and 25 losses 
for a success rate of nearly 80 percent.  
During the two state tournament 
seasons, those Elks won 48 games and 
lost seven, nearly a 90 percent success 
rate. 
   Leaving Laurens was bittersweet, but 
it was time to move forward, to leave the 
school that offered him a "hefty" $4000 
salary to teach and coach in his first 

...continued from page 7...
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year out of college.  Career moves, both 
lateral and upward, loomed.
     Winter earned his master's degree 
from UNI in '68, the culmination 
of a four-year scramble to squeeze 
coursework into his schedule during 
summers and school-year weeknights.  
Meanwhile, at the Vinton boys hoops 
helm, his best season was ‘66-67 when 
a 17-2 record was tarnished in a season-
ending loss  to eventual state champion 
Cedar Rapids Jefferson in a district 
tournament first round game.  
   With the advanced degree in his 
resume, Winter left coaching/classroom 
teaching in '68 to become Vinton 
principal for the next five years, before 
taking the same position at a larger 
school, Cedar Falls High, in '73.  Five 
years later, Winter again ascended the 
education administration ladder, as 
director of secondary education for 
Cedar Falls Community Schools, serving 
in that role for 21 years before retiring 
in 1999.
   Asked if it had been a difficult 
adjustment to leave coaching/teaching, 
Winter said, "I debated that with myself 
at the time and really did miss that 
environment, but soon came to realize  
my future was in school administration.  
I used a lot of my coaching philosophy 
in my educational leadership role.  
Motivation, expectations, support and 
encouragement along the way.  I found 
that my foundations from my early 
career gave me the confidence to expand 
my horizons in my administrative career.  
And with a family of five, the increase in  
income was most helpful."  
   Winter's "retirement" became a 
misnomer of sorts.  In reality, it was 
short-lived.  Seemingly quicker than one 
could say, "volunteer extraordinaire," 
Floyd Winter actually became one.  
Highlights across the ensuing 20+ 
years were numerous and included 

Local News

executive community coordinator of 
the social service organization Cedar 
Valley's Promise and board president 
of the Cedar Falls Community 
Schools Foundation.  The lists of his 
other community involvement and 
recognition honors are lengthy.
   "I have done a variety of volunteer 
work and, even in this COVID-19 
pandemic, I still want to contribute in 
any way that I can,"  said Winter.  "It 
has been so gratifying to be a part of 
initiatives designed to help people.  We 
have been so blessed by so many and 
it is so great to see if you can help, 
in even small ways, to improve the 
quality of lives for those in need. I look 
back on the successes in my career in 
education and my biggest thrills have 
been watching the achievements of the 
students over their lifetimes."
   The sojourn in Laurens remains a 
special time for the Winters.
 "Looking back, Sherry (Floyd's wife) 
and I realized Laurens was the perfect 
place for us to be at that 
point in our lives, my 
first job out of college,"  
Winter recalls now. "We 
still discuss our initial years 
in Laurens. It really was a 
continuation of growing-
up years.  And I learned so 
much about what things 
were important in my 
maturation.  That's the 
main reason I so vividly 
recall that phase of my 
life.  In addition to the 
school and students, the 
community was so great to 
us.  I was so 'green' and I 
learned so much in those 
years that I know I would 
not have had continued 
success if we had started 
in a larger school 
environment.  I know that 

I was so fortunate to be in that locale at 
that time in my life.  My dreams literally 
came true by the time I was 25 years old, 
how could one ask for anything more?"
   Staying true to his Laurens ties, that 
really are roots, Floyd Winter has been 
back numerous times over the years -- 
most recently during summer 2017 for 
the LHS class of '62 55th reunion.  He 
and Sherry do not miss an LHS class 
reunion unless it's  unavoidable. He also 
accepted an invitation some 15 years 
ago from Laurens native Tjeran Jolliffe 
(LHS, class of '65) to serve as an ad 
hoc member of a committee involved 
with the town's sister city program with 
Laurens, France.
   "I also liked what Tjeran and others 
were doing with the 'Down Memory 
Lane' project in Laurens,"  Winter said.  
"I spoke to a group there about what 
I was doing with volunteer initiatives 

 Floyd Winter  has embraced the game of basketball for most 
of his life, including as a high school and college player, then 

as a coach including six years at Laurens High during 1958-64 
and now these days as a senior player in an adult league on 

the University of Nothern Iowa campus.

...continued from page 8...
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and about our time in Laurens years 
ago... what positive experiences we had, 
which set the tone for the rest of our 
lives.  The impact on us was just great. I 
usually drove home from those Laurens 
visits with a sense of great gratitude 
to that community for giving me the 
foundation to broaden my horizons for 
the remainder of my career and life." 
   And here's a Winter note in the 
somewhat-hard-to-believe department: 
The Silver Streak of the Hardcourt has 
continued to play basketball weekly for 
years-- until  the coronavirus restrictions 
in March forced a temporary shutdown 
of the UNI men's league in which Floyd 
unceasingly was wowing his opponents 
with that unblemished shooting touch 
and sharp passing.  The league's players 
recently received approval to resume 
play, but with restrictions that included 
only two players allowed at any basket 
-- and no games.  
   Winter said he hasn't rejoined them, 
but was contemplating installing a 
driveway hoop above his garage door, 
until he learned it would be a violation 
of homeowner association regulations.  
His regular fitness routine though is 
certainly challenging for someone in 
his 80s.  It involves six miles on his 
stationary bike, followed by  a two-mile 
power-walk of continuous loops inside 
his oversized double garage.  And he 
does shoot baskets on his own daily at a 
nearby park.
   "The reason I still play basketball 
is that I never really stopped,"  said 
Winter, who, even way back in his 
coaching days in Laurens, routinely 
joined the reserve players' scrimmages.  
"I've been blessed with good health, 
so I keep playing.  I want to get back 
to playing in games.  But I'm afraid it 

won't happen until, as the experts say, 
we get to the other side."
   Viewed expansively then, across more 
than 100 years, high school basketball  
in Laurens has been an ebb-and-flow 
odyssey ... struggling seasons and 
ordinary seasons, all churned and mixed 
in with highly rewarding ones.  
   As for the Laurens High basketball 
athletes,  limited research reveals that 
many, many special ones have surfaced 
along the way.   Some were dynamic 
in leading their teams into the Iowa 
State Tournament -- the  Floyd Winter-
orchestrated 1962 Fabulous Five (Ziegler 
brothers, Grice, Stover, Mosbach).  
And the '63 state team that featured 
Mosbach, Don Ziegler, Kemp, Wright 
and Slattery.  Later, there were the state 
tournament teams that featured the 
scoring of Becky Essick in '69 and Ryan 
Stumbo in 2009.  Also, two 1940s era  
boys teams deserve special mention 
because they advanced to the first round 
of the substate tournament before 
losing.  According to the Sun archives, 
their scoring in 1944 was led by  Eugene 
Schryver and Lewis Newell.  In 1947, 
the scoring leaders were  George "Gus" 
Mackie and Willie Hixon (also the 
team's playmaker).   
   And at the risk of inadvertently 
leaving out several exceptional Laurens 
hoops athletes through the years, 
some do come to mind as linchpins of  
good teams that got knocked off the 
tournament trail early -- in sectional 
and district play.  That list includes  
Richard Finnestad, Jerry Ferguson, Dick 
Egertsen, Rusty Mohler, Gina Lind, 
Beverly Leith, Jeanne Hanisch, Marilyn 
Gormley, Jody Mosbach -- plus, no 
doubt, numerous  others (my apologies 
to those deserving hoops stalwarts whose 

exploits have faded from this writer's 
memory).
   Collectively, it represents a grand 
legacy and something  deservedly worth 
pondering by future generations of 
Laurens teenagers with hoop dreams.  
Unfortunately, those young aspirants no 
longer can simply lace up their sneakers 
and go pursue such dreams while 
wearing the colors of the hometown 
team.
   In a quaint way though, Laurens 
(which has existed officially as a town 
since 1881) still does remain "our 
place."  And  please feel free to view 
today's community through rose-colored 
glasses.  For sure, it can be therapeutic.  
   The high school teams though -- in all 
sports --  have faded away ... forever. 
   Which brings us to this:  Perhaps we 
who lament all of that should embrace  
this consolation prize of sorts --  an 
ongoing appreciation for the memories.
   (A retired writer/editor who now 
lives in San Antonio, Texas, and is an 
occasional contributor to The Paper, 
Rick Davis was a reserve player on 
the 1962 and 1963 Laurens Elks state 
tournament teams. rickdavis31945@
gmail.com) 

Local News
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Laurens-Marathon CSD has a Kyocera Ecosys FS-C5350DN 
Color Printer and Kyocera Taskalfa 5500I black and white copier/

scanner/fax machine for sale.  
For details call the office at 712-841-5000. Submit sealed bids to LM School, 

300 West Garfield St, Laurens, IA 50554 by noon on October 12, 2020.  
Please write “Color Printer” or “Copier” on the envelope and include on the sealed bid 

the bidders name, phone number, address and bid amount. 
The board reserves the right to accept or deny any or all bids.

At the Library
with Glenda Mulder
October 7, 2020  

The list of ten “Bridge to Reading” 2021 nominees in children’s books has been released. 
The purpose of this award is to promote early literacy and reading to children through the 
introduction of quality picture books. We already had some of the books, but of course, 
had to order the rest of them, because these are usually really good read aloud selections. 
They have been coming in this week and we are having a ball reading them! Check out the 
display next time you come to the library. Maybe allow a bit of extra time so you can read 
a few!
     Some of the novels we have received this week include: Searcher by Tana French, Cardiff 
by the Sea by Joyce Carol Oates, I’m Thinking of Ending Things by Iain Reid, Confessions 
on the 745 by Lisa Unger, 5 Words for Rain by Asha Lemmie, Next to Last Stand by 
Craig Johnson, Just Like You by Nick Hornby, Troubled Blood by Robert Galbraith and 
Monogamy by Sue Miller. 
     In nonfiction, we received: Killing Crazy Horse: The merciless Indian wars in America 
by Bill O’Reilly, Everything Beautiful in Its Time by Jenna Bush Hager and Hoax: Donald 
Trump, Fox News, and the dangerous distortion of truth by Brian Stelter.
     I am possibly a little too excited about hosting our Halloween Magician again. I started 
telling the 5th graders about it, when they were here for Brown Bag Lunch, and one of the 
students very kindly told me, “Yeah, we know. You told us last month”! We are all looking 
forward to this little bit of normalcy for our library, even though the program will be held 
outdoors and before Trick or Treat this year!
     Our October Book Club selection is, in my opinion, one of the best books by Jodi 
Picoult, Small Great Things. This author has a way of writing from different characters’ 
points of view, which really makes me examine every side of a situation. Our catalog 
describes the book like this, “When her reluctance to treat the newborn of a white 
supremacist couple results in the child's death, a black nurse is placed on trial and is aided 
by a white public defender who urges her not to bring up race in the courtroom.” I am 
looking forward to rereading this one – it’s going to make a great discussion! We’ve got 
lots of copies, so pick one up.  Join our discussion at 7 pm Monday, October 26, if you 
feel comfortable in a group setting. But read this book, even if you don’t come to the 
discussion! 

Coming Events
October 31 Halloween Magician Larry Dunbar @ 4 p.m.

November 3 “Take it Tuesday” at 6:30 p.m.
October 26 Book Club Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult
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Full-time Program Coordinator 
 

Pocahontas County Extension and Outreach is accepting applications for 
a full-time Program Coordinator.  Required qualifications: Bachelor’s 

degree, excellent communication skills, up-to-date computer and social 
media skills, and the ability to work some evenings and weekends.   

Applications and additional information available at ISU Extension and 
Outreach - Pocahontas County, 305 N. Main St., Pocahontas, IA 50574 or 
online: https://www.extension.iastate.edu/pocahontas/ To be guaranteed 
consideration, applications and resumes due Oct. 16th  to the attention of 
Dianne Dirks at the Pocahontas County Extension and Outreach office.  

Position will remain open until filled.  Pocahontas County Extension and 
Outreach is an EEO/AA Employer. 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.  For the full  
non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, go to: 

www.extension.iastate.e3du/diversity/ext 

 
 
 

 

On Their Own and OK: Iowa 4-H Program Teaches 
Children Home-Alone Skills
Registration is now open for families to sign up for the free On Their Own and OK program offered virtually this fall.
     During this time when many parents are working from home or families are isolated at home, they may have more 
opportunities to help their children build skills. On Their Own and OK is tailored for parents and children in fourth 
through sixth grade. Registration is online and families have until Oct. 12 to sign up, says Brenda Welch, 4-H program 
specialist with Iowa State University Extension and Outreach.
     The four-week program will begin on Oct. 22, and each week participants will receive directions via email for a hands-on 
family learning experience using materials typically found at 
home. They’ll also receive a free parent guide to help support 
their children staying for short amounts of time on their own.
     In addition, families will have opportunities to contact 
4-H youth program specialists to share reflections and ask 
questions. Families participating in the spring program noted 
that the program reinforced how to act in an emergency, help 
their children handle boredom without technology, assign age 
appropriate chores, and plan a family celebration to continue 
to strengthen family relationships.
     One parent said, “This is an awesome workshop! It has 
given my husband and I great talking points to discuss with 
our son who is very slowly staying home by himself.”
      “These classes build skills in youth, as well as incorporate 
ways for grownups in the home to support this step toward 
independence. Youth left home by themselves without self-
care skills may find ways to occupy their time 
that grownups in the home may not like. Some 
young people may truly be fearful staying home 
alone without adequate education from parents, 
teachers and community partners,” Welch said.
     U.S. Census data shows that 7 million 
school-age children across the nation are left 
home alone during summer months. Fifteen 
states have laws defining a set age or age range 
for when a child can be left home alone. Iowa 
has no set age, Welch added.
     To register for this hands-on learning 
experience to help parents teach their children 
how to gain confidence in staying home alone, 
please sign up online at https://form.jotform.
com/202684836288064.
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Obituaries 

Services to be 
Held for Jeffrey 
Lynn Hudson
Jeffrey Lynn “Jeff” Hudson, age 51, 
of Ida Grove, Iowa passed away on 
Tuesday, September 29, 2020, at the 
MeryOne Siouxland Medical Center 
of Sioux City, Iowa.
     A Celebration of Life will be held 
at 3:00 p.m., Saturday, October 17, 
2020, at the Ida Grove Skate Palace 
of Ida Grove, Iowa. Pastor Tyler 
Parson will officiate. A visitation 
will be held from 11 a.m.-3 p.m., 
with family present from 1-3 p.m., 
Saturday, October 17, 2020, Ida 
Grove Skate Palace of Ida Grove, 
Iowa. 
     Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, masks are encouraged 
and social distancing rules apply. The 
Christensen-Van Houten Funeral 
Home of Ida Grove, Iowa is in 
charge of the funeral arrangements. 
Condolences may be sent online at 
www.christensenvanhouten.com
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Church 

This Week at Bethany 
Lutheran
Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Sunday: October 11, 2020
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:15 AM ~ Adult SS
9:30 AM ~ Youth SS
10:30 AM ~ Worship
5:00-7:00 PM ~ Laurens Area Youth Group at BLC

Tuesday: October 13, 2020
8:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at Bethany

Wednesday: October 14, 2020
7:00 PM ~ Council Mtg.

Thursday: October 15, 2020
2:00 PM ~ Circle Group at Bethany

Saturday: October 17, 2020
9:30 AM ~ Rolls & Coffee before the Women’s 
General Mtg. at 10:00 a.m.

Worship, Love, Accept~Together in Christ’s 
Name

This Week at First Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell
712-845-6164

Wednesday, October 7 
7:00 p.m. Mission Council Meeting

Sunday, October 11
10:30 a.m. Worship
5:00 – 7:00 p.m. Laurens Area Youth Group at BLC

This Week at Laurens 
United Methodist Church
Pastor Ed Frank

Thurs., Oct. 8: 
Bible Study with Linda Lingo 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
here at the church

Fri., Oct. 9: 
Men’s Bible Study @ 7 a.m.

Sun., Oct. 11: 
Worship @ 10:30 a.m. - Confirmation Sunday
5:00-7:00 PM ~ Youth Group at BLC

Resurrection of Our Lord 
Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF
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Pocahontas 
County 4-H State 
Show Iowa
Pocahontas County had a great 
representation from the 4-H members 
of Pocahontas County at the 2020 
4-H Show Iowa.  Static, Fashion, and 
Communication participants exhibited 
at the 2020 Pocahontas County Fair and 
were selected to go to 4-H Show Iowa.  
Representing Pocahontas County:

Communications:
Melody Kuhn – Educational 

Presentation 
Noah Kuhn – Educational Presentation 

Joshua Hoffman – Working Exhibit 
Melia Hoffman – Working Exhibit 

Julie Kuhn – Share the Fun 
Micah Kuhn – Share the Fun 

Awardrobe:
Paige Melohn - $15 Challenge 

Ellie Melohn – Selection 
Static:

Jacob Halder – mobile chicken coop 
Eli Stuchlik – water can 
Ava Ford – photography 

Ryan Panbecker – photography 
Eli Stuchlik – photography 

Nicole Panbecker – visual arts 
Carter Schachtner Kramer – angel food 

cake 
Zoanne Kerns – community service 

Luke Dornath – wood shelf 
Landen Tate – wooden shelf using 

Lichtenburg 
Livestock:

Isaac Hornor – swine 
Madisen Hess – swine 
Verdy Klocke – dog 

Online Course for Home-based Food 
Operators Covers Regulations, Food Safety
After the farmers market season ends, many home-based food operators in Iowa are 
still able to prepare and sell foods from their home if they follow state regulations and 
food safety practices. To help them, Iowa State University Extension and Outreach has 
created the Home-based Food Operators: Regulations and Food Safety Course, which is 
available online 24/7 using Moodle.
     The course is intended for exempt home food operations and home bakers who make 
and sell foods out of their homes or sell produce at farmers markets. The course modules 
cover Iowa food policies and regulations, food safety basics, foodborne pathogens, and 
safe production and preparation practices, said Shannon Coleman, assistant professor 
in food science and human nutrition and a human sciences extension specialist at Iowa 
State.
     "Iowa has unique laws that do allow for some foods to be sold out of the home or 
at a farmers market," said Coleman. "These modules have been tailored specifically to 
Iowa's laws and regulations and also include food safety information that can be used in 
production and at the point of sale."
     Interested food operators may register online at http://bit.ly/hbf15209. The training 
cost is $35. Interested operators also may contact Coleman at scoleman@iastate.edu or 
515-294-9011 to register or for more information.

Online Short Course for Emerging Small 
Food Entrepreneurs Offered Fall 2020
Iowa State University is offering a three-session, online short course for emerging food 
entrepreneurs interested in developing processed foods in Iowa. The course meets from 
12-4 p.m. on Nov. 30, Dec. 2 and Dec. 4.
     Shannon Coleman, assistant professor in food science and human nutrition and 
a human sciences extension specialist at Iowa State, along with Brenda Martin, from 
Iowa State’s Center for Industrial Research and Service, adapted the short course from 
Amanda Kinchla, a University of Massachusetts extension associate. The short course, 
Successful Food Product Development for New Food Businesses: Managing Food 
Quality and Safety, was developed using funding from the United States Department of 
Agriculture Food Safety Outreach Program.
     The three-day short course is explicitly designed to assist food entrepreneurs in 
developing new and exciting products. The course will tackle specific questions related 
to maintaining the quality and safety of food products.
     “We will introduce food science basics and important considerations when 
developing a new food product. We’ll share key elements required for product labeling 
and provide an overview of state and federal food regulations,” said Coleman.
     Interested food entrepreneurs may register online at www.eventbrite.com/e/
successful-food-product-development-3-session-short....
     The training cost is $89. Interested operators also may contact Brenda Martin at 
bkmartin@iastate.edu or 515-570-5282 to register or for more information.
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Online Workshops Help 
Iowans Rethink Retirement 
Planning Due to COVID-19
The COVID-19 pandemic is causing many Iowans to rethink when 
they will retire, whether sooner or later than they originally had 
planned. Iowa State University Extension and Outreach is delivering 
educational online workshops that address both scenarios.
     Rethinking Your Retirement during COVID-19. Due to 
constraints on businesses caused by COVID-19, some Iowans have 
been offered early retirement packages. Some may be considering early 
retirement due to job challenges, health concerns or other reasons. 
Still others have been forced into involuntary retirement, noted Barb 
Wollan, a human sciences specialist with ISU Extension and Outreach. 
At the same time, the CARES Act has created temporary changes to 
some common rules related to retirement accounts, making it easier for 
people to withdraw from their retirement accounts during 2020.
     “Many Iowans have questions about the decision to retire early or 
to withdraw retirement savings,” said Wollan, who specializes in family 
finance. Rethinking Your Retirement during COVID-19 is a new, 
45-minute online workshop to help Iowans evaluate the benefits and 
consequences of the decision to retire early or withdraw retirement 
savings during this turbulent time.
     Stay tuned for dates on when the free workshop will be held this 
fall. Pre-registration is required. Go to https://www.extension.iastate.
edu/humansciences/retirement to find the registration link for the 
workshop you’d like to attend.
     “We expect to schedule additional workshops, so continue to check 
the website for upcoming dates,” Wollan said.
     Writing Your Retirement Paycheck. Iowans who anticipate 
retirement within the next 10 years should consider Writing Your 
Retirement Paycheck. This two-part online workshop outlines key 
factors to consider prior to retirement and describes strategies for 
planning your retirement income.
     “Our workshop offers practical, research-based and non-commercial 
information to help you make the most of your money in retirement 
and be financially secure,” Wollan said.
     Pre-registration is required. Go to https://www.extension.iastate.
edu/humansciences/retirement to find the registration link for the two-
part workshop you’d like to attend.
   • Wednesday, Oct. 21, 12-2 p.m. and Wednesday, Oct. 28, 12-2 
p.m.
   • Wednesday, Nov. 11, 6:30-8:30 p.m. and Wednesday, Nov. 18, 
6:30-8:30 p.m.
     For more information about the workshops, contact human 
sciences specialists Barb Wollan, bwollan@iastate.edu, or Kalyn 
Cody, kcody@iastate.edu; go to https://www.extension.iastate.edu/
humansciences/retirement or visit your ISU Extension and Outreach 
county office.

Virtual Agricultural 
Lenders Seminar Set For 
Nov. 10 
Due to COVID-19 concerns, The Siouxland and Tri-State 
Agricultural Lenders Seminars have been combined into one 
virtual seminar set for Tuesday, November 10 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
     Lenders who serve agricultural clients - especially those who 
work with dairymen across the Upper Midwest - are encouraged to 
attend as the seminar will focus on market outlooks for livestock, 
grains and dairy, plus include a focus on exports and trade issues.
     “The agenda this year features well-known presenters who are 
leading the national discussion in their topic area,” said Fred Hall 
and Larry Tranel, dairy field specialists with Iowa State University 
(ISU) Extension and Outreach. “Understanding the current 
market trends and risks is a necessary part of farm management 
assistance. Lenders and consultants working with dairymen have 
the additional necessity of understanding a complex system of milk 
marketing, labor inputs and federal policy implications.”
     The list of nationally recognized presenters includes:
   • 10 a.m. - Mike North - President, Commodity Risk 
Management Group (CRMG), Platteville; presenting on 
marketing opportunities from a global view.
   • 11 a.m. - Dr. Wendong Zhang, Assistant Professor, Agricultural 
Economist, Iowa State University; presenting on issues of 
importance in trade with China.
   • 12 noon - Break
   • 1 p.m. - Dr. Mark Stephenson, Director of Dairy Policy 
Analysis, University of Wisconsin, Madison; presenting a dairy 
market update.
   • 2 p.m. - Dr. Chad Hart, Professor of Economics, Crop Market 
Specialist and Extension Economist, Iowa State University; 
presenting a land, livestock and crop market update.
     “These seminars have proven valuable to lenders and financial 
advisors across the Upper Midwest as a local source for current 
information which they can use as they help producers manage 
risk,” Hall said.
     The registration fee has been reduced to $50 per person.
     Register online at https://form.jotform.com/4Hregion1/2020-
lenders-seminar. Or, if you prefer to register by mail, send a check, 
name and email address to the ISU Extension and Outreach 
Dubuque County office at 14858 West Ridge Lane, Dubuque, IA 
52008. A confirmation email with the seminar link will be sent to 
you. 
     For more information, contact Larry Tranel at 563-583-6496, 
tranel@iastate.edu or Fred M. Hall at 712-737-4230, fredhall@
iastate.edu. 
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Online Grant 
Writing 101 
Workshop 
Scheduled Nov. 4
Representatives of nonprofits, local 
government, schools and other 
organizations are encouraged to register 
for Grant Writing 101, which will 
be presented online by Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach staff 
from 9 a.m. to noon on Wednesday, 
Nov. 4. 
     Grant Writing 101 will provide 
hands-on training in seeking and 
writing successful grant applications. 
The program is being sponsored  by 
Iowa State University Extension and 
Outreach – Hamilton County.
     There is no fee for the workshop, but 
registration is required by Nov. 2. Call 
ISU Extension – Hamilton County at 
515-832-9597 or online at https://form.
jotform.com/200125145502135
to register.
     Grant Writing 101 will be 
presented by Jane Nolan Goeken and 
Eric Christianson, Community and 
Economic Development Specialists 
with ISU Extension and Outreach. 
Both have extensive experience writing 
and reviewing grant applications and 
working with various federal, state, local 
and private foundation grant programs. 
They will assist workshop participants 
in exploring various public and private 
funding sources, and provide instruction 
and tips on planning projects and 
writing successful grant applications. 
     For more information about the 
workshops, contact Jane Goeken at 
jngoeken@iastate.edu or 712-240-2504.

Identify and Prevent Common Wine 
Faults with New Guide
Winemakers know that to produce a quality wine, they need to manage and prevent 
faults and defects.
     Unpleasant sensory characteristics can easily affect the look, smell or taste of the 
wine, and leave the consumer with a bad experience.
     To help winemakers and the industry better understand common faults, enology 
specialists with Iowa State University Extension and Outreach recently published a series 
of publications that help with identification, prevention and management of common 
wine faults.
     “Wine Faults Series” provides a basic overview of 12 common wine faults, including 
volatile acidity, cork taint, oxidation, excessive sulfur dioxide, refermentation and many 
more.
     The taste experience is a critical part of consumer satisfaction, and having an 
unwanted taste or smell can be detrimental.
     “You don’t want the consumer to sense a fault,” said Aude Watrelot, assistant 
professor and extension enology specialist with ISU Extension and Outreach. “The 
Wine Faults publication helps winemakers identify the different faults, how to prevent 
them and how to manage if you already have a fault.”
     A winemaker’s reputation depends on a good-tasting, quality product and a bad 
experience can set an unwanted precedent for the future.
     “There can also be preconceived notions about wine or wine from a particular 
region, such as the Midwest, so we really want to make sure that we’re making clean, 
good, sound wines that are making a good impression,” said Jennie Savits, program 
specialist with ISU Extension and Outreach, and the Midwest Grape and Wine Industry 
Institute.
     The publication provides an easy-to-follow chart that compares the different faults, in 
addition to the explanations about prevention and management.
     Working with Maureen Moroney, enology research associate, and Joe Hannan, 
commercial horticulture specialist with ISU Extension and Outreach, the team also 
produced three additional publications called “Cleaning and Sanitation in the Winery," 
"Sanitation Standard Operating Procedures,” and “Copper Sulfate Trial” – which looks 
at the amount of copper needed for wine treatment.
     According to Watrelot, sanitation is a key part of having a fault-free wine, and 
winemakers need to be following the standard operating procedures.
     The publications can easily be read in the wine cellar, in the office or wherever the 
winemaker feels like reviewing their knowledge of wine faults.
     They can be downloaded for free from the Iowa State University Extension Store, 
and will also be provided during educational events and roundtables.


