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Festival of Trees
Update
With heavy hearts and much
consideration we have decided to
cancel Festival of Trees for 2020.
The Festival of Trees Committee is
STILL collecting donations of gloves
and underwear (size 4-10) for the
Laurens-Marathon School.
If you would like to donate
these items, please drop them off at
the Laurens Public Library or you
may drop them off to the United
Methodist Church between the hours
of 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. MondayFriday. Please call (712) 841-4476
first so we can unlock the door for
you.
Festival of Trees Committee

NOMINATIONS
NOW OPEN

Pocahontas County
Business Awards
OF THE YEAR

&

OF THE YEAR

Nomination Deadline: Sunday, December 13

FIND MORE INFORMATION AND
NOMINATION FORMS ONLINE AT
https://pocahontascounty.iowa.gov/
economic-development/business-awards
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Announcements

Jump-Start
Accelerator
Grant
Have a great business
idea? We want to help!
Pocahontas County Economic
Development is offering up to
$10,000 in grant funding to a startup business, a business wanting to
add additional locations within the
county, or a business wanting to
relocate to Pocahontas County.

Review complete
grant guidelines:
https://
tinyurl.com/
JAG2020

Complete the
application and
submit your
business plan and
resume.

Grant recipients
will be notified
by January 4,
2021.

Applications open
November 2,
2020-December
2, 2020.
This project is sponsored in part by Iowa Economic Development Authority.
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Local News

Online Program Offers Tips for Managing Loneliness and
Isolation in a Pandemic
As the pandemic continues, Iowans may feel as if the isolation and loneliness will never end. However, there are
ways to make these challenging times feel as “normal” as possible and to stay connected with others while social
distancing.
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach, in collaboration with COVID Recovery Iowa, will begin
offering the online program, “Loneliness and Isolation in a Pandemic,” to provide education about how to manage
and process these feelings.
“The COVID 19 pandemic has created a great deal of uncertainty about the future and a sense of loneliness
and isolation. It is important as we navigate this time that we understand how we are feeling and recognize we
have options,” said Diane Eischeid, a crisis/outreach counselor with COVID Recovery Iowa and ISU Extension
and Outreach.
“Social belonging is so important. We know we’re stronger together and there are a range of creative ways we
can stay connected even when we’re apart. We will offer tips for dealing with feelings of loneliness and staying
connected while social distancing and staying safe,” Eischeid said.
ISU Extension and Outreach will offer “Loneliness and Isolation in a Pandemic” during lunch hours. Each
program will last for approximately one hour. Those dates and times are as follows:
• Thursday, Nov. 19 at 12 noon, Central time. Register online for this session.
• Thursday, Dec. 10 at 12 noon, Central time. Register online for this session.
Eischeid is leading the program along with crisis/outreach counselor Andrea Gustafson. This program is being
offered at no cost to all those in the community interested in learning about this topic. To register for either date,
go to https://www.extension.iastate.edu/humansciences//events?filter= and scroll to the program you are interested
in. Participants will receive a unique URL prior to the program to access the Zoom hosted program.
For more information, contact Andrea Gustafson at andreag3@iastate.edu or Diane Eischeid at dianee@iastate.
edu.
Other resources: Iowa Concern, offered by ISU Extension and Outreach, provides confidential access to stress
counselors and an attorney for legal education, as well as information and referral services for a wide variety of
topics. With a toll-free phone number, live chat capabilities and a website, Iowa Concern services are available 24
hours a day, seven days per week at no charge. To reach Iowa Concern, call 800-447-1985; language interpretation
services are available. Or, visit the website, https://www.extension.iastate.edu/iowaconcern/, to live chat with a
stress counselor one-on-one in a secure environment. Or, email an expert regarding legal, finance, stress, or crisis
and disaster issues.
COVID Recovery Iowa offers a variety of services to anyone affected by the coronavirus pandemic. Virtual
counselors provide counseling, activities, referral information and help finding resources for any Iowan seeking
personal support. Iowans of all ages may join groups online for activities and learn creative strategies for coping
with the effects of the pandemic. COVID Recovery Iowa will announce upcoming programs on the website and
via all social media to help Iowans build coping skills, resilience and emotional support. To request support, go to
https://www.COVIDrecoveryiowa.org.
Biggest Little Paper In Town!

3

At the Library

At the Library

The Paper

with Glenda Mulder
November 18, 2020

We received a newly published book from National Geographic; Drives of a Lifetime:
500 of the World's Most Spectacular Trips. This book was purchased for the Library
Foundation by family and friends of Gene Sernett. Other new nonfiction books
include Barack Obama’s memoir, Promised Land and Ree Drummond’s Frontier Follies:
Adventures in Marriage and Motherhood in the Middle of Nowhere in regular print & CD
audiobook.
We received four new Christmas novels this week: Christmas at Holiday House by
Raeanne Thayne, Snowball’s Christmas by Kristan McKanagh, One More for Christmas
by Sarah Morgan and Miracle Creek Christmas by Krista Jensen. A nice Christmas book
can really be a boost to the holiday spirit, give it a try today!
Other new fiction selections include: Daylight by David Baldacci, Ready Player Two
by Ernest Kline, The Diplomat’s Wife by Pam Jenoff, Wyoming True by Diana Palmer,
Deadly Cross by James Patterson, Awakening by Nora Roberts and All That Glitters by
Danielle Steel, which is available in regular print & large print.
If you haven’t read “Where the Crawdads Sing” by Delia Owens, you better hurry! It’s
also our November Book Club choice. I read this book when it first came out, this time
I am listening to it as an audiobook while I sew. I’ve not listened to many audiobooks,
but I think it could become a new thing for me! Whatever format you choose, this is
a great book and I look forward to our discussion Monday, November 23 at 7 p.m., if
you’d like.

Coming Events

November 23 @ 7 p.m. Book Club “Where the Crawdads Sing” by Delia Owens
December 1 “Take it Tuesday” at 6 p.m. – class is full! Let us know if you would like to
be on the waiting list.

Get your Charger
gear ordered
today! Place your
order through the
link provided by
November 20.
Pickup will be
in the office after
orders have been
fulfilled. Thanks!
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Local News

Online Program
Offers Tips
for Managing
Holiday Stress
During a
Pandemic
November 9, 2020, 12:54 pm |
David Brown

AMES, Iowa – The holidays can
be stressful in any year. With the
added stress from the pandemic and
isolation, what will the holidays be
like in the year of COVID-19?
Iowa State University Extension
and Outreach, in collaboration with
COVID Recovery Iowa, will begin
offering the online program, “How
to Manage Holiday Stress During
a Pandemic,” to provide education
about how to manage and process
these feelings.
“Because of factors like travel
complications and susceptible family
members, there will be plenty of
rethinking plans and, possibly,
canceling them altogether, adding
more anguish to a period already
filled with immense stress,” said
Diane Eischeid, a crisis/outreach
counselor with COVID Recovery
Iowa and ISU Extension and
Outreach.
“Whether it’s how to plan for
gatherings, what to do if you can’t
see family or even if you and your
family disagree about the best course
of action, there could be tough
Biggest Little Paper In Town!

choices ahead. We will discuss how
to approach a holiday season like no
other,” Eischeid said.
ISU Extension and Outreach will
offer “Loneliness and Isolation in a
Pandemic” during lunch hours. Each
program will last for approximately
one hour. Those dates and times are
as follows:
• Thursday, Dec. 3 at 12 noon,
Central time. Register online for this
session.
• Thursday, Dec. 17 at 12 noon,
Central time. Register online for this
session.
Eischeid is leading the program
along with crisis/outreach counselor
Andrea Gustafson. This program
is being offered at no cost to all
those in the community interested
in learning about this topic. To
register for any of the programs, go
to https://www.extension.iastate.
edu/humansciences//events?filter=
and scroll to the program you are
interested in. Participants will receive
a unique URL prior to the program
to access the Zoom hosted program.
For more information, contact
Andrea Gustafson at andreag3@
iastate.edu or Diane Eischeid at
dianee@iastate.edu.
Other resources:
Iowa Concern, from ISU
Extension and Outreach, provides
confidential access to stress
counselors and an attorney for legal
education, as well as information and
referral services for a wide variety
of topics. With a toll-free phone
number, live chat capabilities and
a website, Iowa Concern services
are available 24 hours a day, seven
days per week at no charge. To reach

Iowa Concern, call 800-447-1985;
language interpretation services
are available. Or, visit the website,
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/
iowaconcern/, to live chat with a
stress counselor one-on-one in a
secure environment. Or, email an
expert regarding legal, finance, stress,
or crisis and disaster issues.
COVID Recovery Iowa offers a
variety of services to anyone affected
by the coronavirus pandemic. Virtual
counselors provide counseling,
activities, referral information and
help finding resources for any Iowan
seeking personal support. Iowans of
all ages may join groups online for
activities and learn creative strategies
for coping with the effects of the
pandemic. COVID Recovery Iowa
will announce upcoming programs
on the website and via all social
media to help Iowans build coping
skills, resilience and emotional
support. To request support, go to
https://www.COVIDrecoveryiowa.
org.
Contacts: Andrea Gustafson,
crisis/outreach counselor with
COVID Recovery Iowa and ISU
Extension and Outreach, andreag3@
iastate.edu
Diane Eischeid, crisis/outreach
counselor with COVID Recovery
Iowa and ISU Extension and
Outreach, dianee@iastate.edu
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Obituaries

Services Held for
Larry Siddall
Larry Donald Siddall was born on
March 2, 1931, to Donald and Elna
(Sexsmith) Siddall of
Laurens, Iowa.
When attending
school in Laurens, Larry
became active in 4-H
and Future Farmers of
America (FFA). As a high
school senior in 1949,
he won the FFA public
speaking contest at both
the state and 13-state
regional level before
advancing to the national
level, where he placed second in the
nation and received a scholarship.
His speech about farm safety was
entitled, “A Hook or a Hand”. In
that same year, he was awarded the
Iowa Farmer Degree. He also served
as northwest Iowa district president
of FFA, and vice-president in the
state FFA association. In 1949, Larry
won a scholarship and a trip to the
4-H Club Congress in Chicago as
Iowa’s 4-H “safety champion”. He
also specialized in conservation in
4-H and was chosen as the delegate
from Pocahontas County to go to
Camp Mitigwa. Larry also won
a state 4-H scholarship for Fire
Prevention. During his high school
senior year, Larry served as President
of his local 4-H club, Swan Lake
Huskies, and as an officer in the state
4-H association. He continued with
campus 4-H at Iowa State University.
In 1948, Larry won the Iowa state
championship of the 1st Annual
Our Town Our Paper!

Tractor Rodeo, winning at the
Pocahontas County 4-H Fair before
competing at the Iowa State Fair,
where contestants were judged for
skill, safety, and speed. The speaker
for this event, which was held in
conjunction with the National
Plowing Contest,
was President
Harry Truman.
Larry played
the clarinet in
small and large
groups in high
school and in
the National
FFA Band in
Kansas City.
At Iowa State
University, he was a member of the
marching band, orchestra, recording
band and concert band, occasionally
performing as a concert soloist.
Later in life, he enjoyed playing the
clarinet with the Hayseed Orchestra,
of which his father, Donald Siddall,
and grandfather, Ira Siddall, were the
originating members.
He graduated from Iowa State
University in 1953 with a Bachelor
of Science degree in Agricultural
Education. He was a member of Phi
Kappa Tau Fraternity. While at Iowa
State, Larry participated in the Air
Force Reserve Officer Training Corps
and the Arnold Air Society. In the fall
of 1953, he received his commission
as a 2nd Lieutenant and orders for
active duty with the United States
Air Force. He reported for primary
pilot training and received his wings
as an Air Force Pilot at Vance Air
Force Base in Oklahoma in the fall of
1954.
During the Korean Conflict,
Larry’s unit was called MATS

(Military Air Transport Service)
located at Travis Air Force Base
north of San Francisco, California.
He flew troops, passengers, and
cargo to Japan, Formosa, and many
islands in the Pacific. His plane was a
C-124 Globemaster, which preceded
modern jet aircraft
Upon completion of active duty
as a 1st Lieutenant on December 27,
1956, Larry flew for the Air Force
Reserve at March Air Force Base,
while also employed as a commercial
pilot until his honorable discharge as
a Captain in the USAF on
March 19, 1969. Larry was a pilot
and a Captain for Western Airlines,
which later became Delta Airlines.
Upon retirement as a pilot, Larry
lived part time in both Laurens,
Iowa, and in San Diego, California.
He continued to maintain the
farmstead and to look after the
family farm business. Beginning
in 2013, he enjoyed a retirement
community, ‘Brookdale Senior
Living’, in San Marcos, California,
until his death on February 24, 2020.
He was a lifelong member of the
Laurens United Methodist Church.
Larry Donald Siddall is survived
by his brother Robert, and nieces
Patricia Pinter and Linda Anderson.
He was preceded in death by his
parents Donald and Elna Siddall,
stepmother Doris Siddall, and sister
Donna Anderson.
Link to Larry Siddall’s Service
Video (Titled “Larry Siddall
funeral”): www.laurensumc.org/
Sermons-Devotions
BURIAL - Laurens Cemetery,
Laurens, Iowa
MILITARY RITES - Laurens
American Legion and V.F.W.
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Local News

Rich Olson Is
Turning 85!

Wishing you a Merry and Healthy Christmas 2020.
See you at the Laurens Festival of Trees 2021!

Rich will be turning 85 on Monday,
November 30th. His family would
like to honor him with a card shower.
If you would like, please send a card
to:
Rich Olson
217 S 3rd St
Laurens, IA 50554

Subsoil Moisture Levels a Concern for 2021 Crop Production
Iowa State University has completed their fall survey of subsoil moisture in northwest Iowa, according to Paul Kassel, ISU
Extension and Outreach Field Agronomist located in Spencer.
The amount of subsoil moisture is sampled in the fall in six northwest Iowa counties. This year, the amount of subsoil
moisture is well below average.
The amount of subsoil moisture at the soil moisture sites in Emmet, Dickinson, Clay, Buena Vista, Pocahontas and Sac
Counties range from 1.8 inches to 3.4 inches of plant available moisture.
Rainfall from mid-August to early November was 3 to 5 inches across the area, which was about 4 inches below normal.
The water used by corn and soybean crops grown in 2020 and dry fall conditions explain the lack of subsoil moisture.
“The concern now will be to recharge the subsoil moisture for 2021 crop production,” Kassel said. “However, these low
levels of fall subsoil moisture and a dry spring and early summer would compromise crop yield potential for 2021.”
Rainfall during November, March and April will also contribute to subsoil moisture. Typical rainfall for those months is
4.9 to 5.7 inches, and about 80 percent of that rainfall would contribute to subsoil moisture reserves.
County Subsoil Moisture, Fall 2020
County
County Fall
Average, inches

Location

2020 Crop

Dickinson
Emmet
Clay
Buena Vista
Pocahontas
Sac

Spirit Lake
Estherville
Rossie
Newell
Rolfe
Schaller

Corn
Soybean
Corn
Soybean
Soybean
Corn
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5.7
5.9
5.7
6.0
6.0
5.9

Plant Available
Moisture, inches,
Nov. 3, 2020
2.2
2.5
3.2
2.9
3.4
1.8
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Church

This Week at Laurens
United Methodist Church

This Week at Bethany
Lutheran

Pastor Ed Frank

Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Beginning Sunday, November 15, Laurens
and Varina United Methodist Churches will
be holding on-line video worship services
only. These services will be posted early each
Sunday morning on our facebook pages
and on this website. This decision was made
in keeping with the conference guidelines
regarding worship during the pandemic.
We are to go online services if the 14 day
average positivity rate goes above 15%.
Currently the positivity rate of Pocahontas
County is 22.5% and still rising. We will
be allowed to resume in-person worship
once the positivity rate remains below 15%
for 14 consecutive days. I know that this is
not the ideal situation for anyone, but our
overriding concern is for the health, safety,
and welfare of all of God’s children and of
all our members and friends. As of now, all
worship services will be on-line only until
after Christmas. At that time, based on the
guidelines we must follow, a decision will
be made regarding a return to in-person
worship.

Sunday: November 22, 2020
Christ the King Sunday
Last Sunday after Pentecost
9:15 AM ~ Adult SS
9:30 AM ~ Youth SS
10:30 AM ~ Worship w/Stewardship Commitment
Card Sunday
NO Laurens Area Youth Group
Tuesday: November 24, 2020
8:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at Bethany
Thursday: November 26, 2020
HAPPY THANKSGIVING TO ALL!!!

Resurrection of Our Lord
Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF

This Week at First Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell
712-845-6164

Sunday, November 22
10:30 a.m. - Worship
Our Town Our Paper!
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Extension News

Tips for Reducing COVID-19 Risks While Celebrating the
Holidays
Thanksgiving is just around the corner, closely followed by Christmas and New Year’s. These holidays traditionally inspire
gatherings of family and friends, yet due to growing concerns surrounding increasing COVID-19 infections, this year’s
festivities will require even more planning than usual.
“Everyone is yearning for normalcy and that includes getting together in-person. However, we have to stay united in
making sure celebrations do not put us or our loved ones at a higher risk of acquiring COVID-19,” said Colette Rossiter,
Clay County Public Health Coordinator.
Staying home and participating in virtual celebrations is the best way to protect yourself and others. If you must travel
and get together in-person with loved ones, be cognizant of the risks involved and plan for how you can minimize your
potential exposure to viruses and reduce your chances of becoming ill.
Discuss the following with your family and friends to thoroughly prepare for festive celebrations and reach an agreement
on measures taken that fit everyone’s comfort level. Here are some suggestions for mitigating risks of exposure:
o Limit the number invited.
o Stay home if anyone is feeling the slightest bit ill, awaiting test results, or has been exposed to someone with COVID-19
in the last 14 days.
o Gather outdoors if the weather allows. Even northwest Iowa occasionally gets a nice Thanksgiving weekend. Spend time
throwing around a football, raking leaves, hanging holiday lights or gathering around a fire pit. If the weather allows, bundle
up in warmer layers and plan an outdoor picnic.
o Make sure the gathering location allows for enough space between people.
o Open windows to improve airflow.
o Determine a seating plan ahead of time to keep six feet between each household.
o Do not use shared serving utensils.
o Wear masks while together.
o Have plenty of paper towels, soap and hand sanitizer available.
If traveling, consider the following:
o Cancel plans or trips if someone isn’t feeling well, is awaiting test results or has been exposed. It may be disappointing,
but it is for the safety of your loved ones.
o Avoid larger crowds, including mass transit.
o Before you make any travel-related purchases or bookings, learn about the company’s COVID-19 prevention efforts and
cancellation or refund policies.
o If traveling solo or by personal vehicle, bring hand sanitizer to use after stopping for breaks, and do not travel with those
outside of your immediate household. If you must, wear masks and crack the windows.
Remember, there is a higher risk of spreading COVID-19 as groups get larger and closer together, and gather for longer
timeframes, especially while indoors.
Always keep the following in mind:
• If you feel ill at all, or you have been in contact with someone who has COVID-19 or has symptoms of COVID-19,
stay home. Paying close attention to any symptoms and how you are feeling is so important right now.
• Wear a mask over your mouth and nose that is tight fitting and more than one layer.
• Avoid small spaces that do not allow for distancing of six feet.
• Stay at least six feet away from those who do not live in your home.
• Wash or sanitize your hands often. Avoid touching your mask, eyes, nose and mouth.
Get your flu shot. It is important to get one each year, but if there were ever a time to get one, it’s now.
Biggest Little Paper In Town!
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Extension News

Farm Financial
Associates Can
Help Producers
in Challenging
Times
The year 2020 brought many
challenges and uncertainties to
the world, and agriculture most
definitely felt the impact.
Wild price swings, supply
chain disruptions and economic
hardships caused farmers across
Iowa to review their finances and
operating plan in great detail.
During these difficult times –
and any time farmers are looking
for financial advice, they can
turn to the Farm Financial
Planning Program with Iowa
State University Extension and
Outreach.
Seven farm financial associates
are available to help, and will
work one-on-one to develop
confidential financial plans that
help producers across the state.
The associates are part-time
extension employees with career
training in farm budgeting
and financial analysis, with
farm backgrounds and an
understanding of the current farm
situation.
Associates use the FINPACK
software to provide producers with
Our Town Our Paper!

a more in-depth evaluation of
their farm business and advice on
working with lenders, whether it’s
to restructure the farm, expand,
find new revenue, liquidate or
something else.
“I love helping farmers explore
their options,” said Norlan Hinke,
farm financial associate with ISU
Extension and Outreach. “When
I retired from banking, I wanted
to do something where I could be
beneficial and help people or an
organization, and I wanted to do
something I enjoyed, using some
of my career skills.”
Hinke said the challenges
of the current year have created
a “tremendous demand” for
financial help, and he hopes more
people will take advantage of the
financial planning program.
The service is free for the
client, and the financial associate
can become as involved as the
client wishes. Hinke said he will
meet with the farmer and lender if
the farmer wishes, but the farmer
is still the decision maker.
Hinke explains the many
benefits of working with a farm
financial associate in an audio
recording with Ann Johanns,
education extension specialist with
Iowa State University.
A total of five audio recordings
are available, covering topics like
contacting an associate, what to

do after an analysis, and what
lenders are looking for.
For more information,
contact Ann Johanns, education
extension specialist with Iowa
State University Extension and
Outreach, at 515-337-2766 or
aholste@iastate.edu. Or contact
your local farm financial associate
by visiting the Farm Financial
Planning Program website.
For information about the
Farm Management team and your
local farm management specialist,
visit the Farm Management team
website.
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