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Local News

Pocahontas County 4-H Youth Council Assists with Deb &
Jeff Hansen Foundation Operation Christmas Meal
Elli Stuchlik, Verdy Klocke, Paige Melohn, Ellie Melohn, Julia Kuhn and Noah Kuhn made 24 food baskets consisting of
several cans of vegetables, potatoes, macaroni and cheese, wild rice, apple sauce, apple juice, and a brownie mix that will
be included with pork loins that were donated by the Deb & Jeff Hansen Foundation. With the assistance of Upper Des
Moines Opportunity, all food baskets were distributed in Pocahontas County.

Elli Stuchlik and Verdy Klocke
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Spencer Ag Center Lends Helping Hand
Clay County Public Health Coordinator Colette Rossiter stands in front of
the large capacity, ultra-cold freezer on loan from Spencer Ag Center.
When national news shared that the vaccines being developed for
COVID-19 would need to be kept at ultra-cold temps, especially the Pfizer
vaccine which needs to be stored at minus 70 degrees Celsius, Clay County
Public Health Coordinator Colette Rossiter got a helpful phone call.
Spencer Ag Center just happens to have a large capacity freezer equipped
with the technology to provide the sub-zero storage, and generously offered
it on loan to help the community. The settings are adjustable to easily
adapt the freezer to house the Moderna vaccine as well, which requires cold
storage, yet not the ultra-low temps required for the Pfizer vaccine.

Register for ServSafe® Food Safety Managers Certification
Class to be held January 20, 2021 in Pocahontas
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach will be hosting a ServSafe®
Food Safety Managers certification class in Pocahontas on Wednesday,
January 20. Holly VanHeel, Nutrition and Wellness Specialist, will be teaching
the class. VanHeel has been a ServSafe® instructor since 2010 and has trained
almost 2,000 food service professionals in ServSafe®.
This class will prepare individuals to become a Certified Food Protection
Manager (CFPM), a requirement for food service establishments in Iowa.
The ServSafe® program blends information from the latest FDA Food Code,
food safety research, and years of food sanitation training experience and
is administered through the National Restaurant Association Educational
Foundation.
This class will be held at Pocahontas County Expo Center located on the
fairgrounds in Pocahontas. Registration is due three weeks before the class
date. For more information about the class or to register, go to: https://
extension.iastate.edu/humansciences/servsafe or contact your local county ISU
Extension and Outreach Office, email VanHeel at vanheel@iastate.edu, or call VanHeel at (515) 408-7041.
Our Town Our Paper!
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At the Library

At the Library

The Paper

with Glenda Mulder
December 30, 2020

The end of the year is always a time for reflection. Here are a few things 2020
taught us:
• Reading Shelves (getting everything in the right alphabetical order, all lined
up 1“ from the shelf edge) goes a lot faster without constant interruptions.
• Daily tasks and routine book keeping don’t take much time at all when you
can work on them start to finish without interruption.
• We missed those “interruptions”, (otherwise known as phone calls, messages,
and helping patrons) way more than we realized we would!
• We can do story times online by video and with Zoom. We still prefer in
person, but this keeps us in touch.
• We have way too many chairs when we have to be 6 feet apart.
• Most of our patrons don’t remember their library card number. We found
this out when they were trying to check e-books out using Overdrive or Libby
apps. (We are happy to find your number for you, just let us know!)
• Hand Sanitizer and papercuts don’t mix – ouch!
• Choosing books for our patrons to read is fun! Some of the staff’s favorite
authors and titles have become patrons’ favorites as well.
• When you get home and realize you had food stuck in your teeth all
afternoon, it’s no big deal because your mask covered it.
This year we made some changes because of Covid-19. Some of these changes
we embrace and will keep well into the future. Others we are hoping to ditch as
soon as it is safe!
Our January 2021 Book Club choice is the 2020 All Iowa Reads Selection,
The Mothers by Brit Bennett. We were scheduled to read this book last spring
when the library was closed, and this is the first we could reschedule the multiple
copies. I’ve been tempted to read it before, but I know I always enjoy it most
when I read the book right before our discussion. The first sentence describing
this book in the press release to Iowa Libraries was, “A dazzling debut novel from
an exciting new voice, The Mothers is a surprising story about young love, a big
secret in a small community—and the things that ultimately haunt us most.” I
pretty much knew right then that I was going to have to read this book! Pick up
a copy and join our discussion Monday, January 25th at 7 p.m.
Naturally, the Library will be closed as we celebrate the New Year’s holiday.
We will be open until 8 o’clock on Wednesday evening, then will be closed until
Monday. So hurry in to the library to get enough books and movies to usher in
2021!
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Coming Events

January 5 @ 6 p.m. Take it Tuesday snowflake craft
January 25 @ 7 p.m. Book Club The Mothers by Brit Bennett
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Pistol League
Starts in
January
The Pocahontas Rifle and Pistol
Club has openings for new shooters
who want to shoot in the annual
Two Rivers Bullseye Pistol League.
Teams will shoot one match a week
for 10 weeks starting in January.
Bullseye pistol competition
involves firing multiple strings of
5-rounds each at paper targets at 50
feet in “slow fire”, “timed fire”, and
“rapid fire” sequences.
Typically, teams shoot about
half of their matches at home
and the other half at neighboring
clubs in Fort Dodge, Humboldt,
Storm Lake and Royal. The
league has provisions in place to
accommodate the current pandemic
circumstances, so if you’re not
comfortable traveling, you can
shoot at the home range.
The Two Rivers League is one
of the oldest “shoulder to shoulder”
competitions in the country, dating
back to the 1950s. The league is
open to all shooters, regardless
of experience. The goal of the
league is to promote competitive
marksmanship in a safe and
enjoyable environment. Shooters
will compete with other shooters
within their NRA classification.
Unclassified shooters will receive
their NRA classification card at the
completion of the season. Awards
for competitors will be presented at
the annual banquet after the season
ends.
Anyone interested in
participating or with questions
about the league should contact
Pat Storr at: 712-358-2062 or
pstorr@ncn.net.
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Not All Alcohol Gets Better with Age
Holiday celebrations may be different than in past years as we continue to social distance
to reduce the spread of COVID-19. But one thing is likely the same — food and drinks.
Food safety is key to ensure that you’re spreading good cheer and not foodborne illness, say
specialists with Iowa State University Extension and Outreach.
“Follow food safety basics like handwashing. Avoid cross-contamination between raw and
cooked foods, cook the foods to the correct temperatures, and keep hot foods hot and cold
foods cold,” according to Sarah Francis, an associate professor and nutrition and wellness state
specialist.
But what about alcohol? Alcohol can go bad, but the impact is on the quality of the
product and not necessarily the safety.
Erin L. Norton, education and outreach coordinator with the Midwest Grape and Wine
Industry Institute, and Aude Watrelot, ISU assistant professor in enology, offer the following
tips about the shelf life of alcoholic beverages.
There are three key factors that can lower the quality of alcohol-based products: air,
temperature and light. These factors can affect the taste and color.
Most distilled spirits, such as whiskey, rum, brandy, gin, vodka and tequila, have a nearly
indefinite shelf life if they are unopened. This is because the sugar content is low, limiting the
growth of micro-organisms and the high alcohol content is deadly to bacteria. Opened spirits
are good for about one or two years depending on type. During this time the product will
begin to lose flavor and color. However, the less liquor in the bottle, the faster it will expire.
Liqueurs and cordials such as Grand Marnier, Drambuie and Midori, have higher sugar
content and other ingredients that make them spoil faster. The more sugar an alcohol-based
product has, the faster it will expire. Once open, liqueurs and cordials will spoil quickly and
become undrinkable after one year. Follow the storage instructions on the bottle.
Unopened wine can go bad, but it depends on how it is stored (referred to as cellaring;
temperature and light are important factors), the type of wine, and how long it has been
stored. Typically, lower cost wines ($10 to $30) maintain their quality for a shorter period of
time than fine wines. A good rule to follow for lower cost, unopened white wine is to cellar it
no longer than one to two years; an unopened bottle of red can be cellared about two to three
years. This is because these wines are designed to be enjoyed young and will not improve over
time. If a wine is meant to be aged, that’s built into the winemaking process. A fine wine can
be cellared for decades if unopened. Cellaring temperatures are important for the storage of
any unopened wine, with 55 degrees Fahrenheit being optimal.
All open wine, regardless of type, should be stored in the refrigerator (if no cool room is
available for red wines). The length of time you can store opened wine depends on the type
and the amount remaining in the bottle. If there is a third or less of the bottle remaining,
the duration decreases due to the level of oxygen present in the bottle that would lead to
oxidation. Removing the air from the bottle is a good practice to reduce the risk of oxidation
and to extend the storage time and the quality.
Sparkling wine and champagne lasts up to three days, a light white wine or rosé up to
seven days, and other white wines and all red wines up to six days. Fortified wines like port or
sherry can be stored for up to four weeks while maintaining good quality.
To reduce the risk of alcohol-related concerns, the 2015 U.S. Dietary Guidelines for
Americans recommends that if alcohol is consumed, it should be consumed in moderation
— up to one drink per day for women and two drinks per day for men — and only by adults
of legal drinking age. David Brown, behavioral health state specialist with ISU Extension and
Outreach suggests Iowans visit YourLifeIowa.org for information, resources and treatment for
alcohol or drug use.
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Church

This Week at Laurens
United Methodist Church

This Week at Bethany
Lutheran

Pastor Ed Frank

Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Wed., Dec. 30:
Jr. High Bible Study from 6 p.m.-7 p.m.

Friday: January 1, 2021
Happy New Year

Fri., Jan. 1, 2021:
CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED
Happy New Year!

Sunday: January 3, 2021
Second Sunday of Christmas
NO Adult SS & Youth SS
10:30 AM ~ Worship
NO Laurens Area Youth Group

Mon., Jan. 4:
Christian Education Committee & Sunday school
teachers meeting @ 7 p.m.
NO in-person worship services through January
10, 2021 per Bishop Laurie Haller. Online services
are available at www.laurensumc.org and on our
facebook pages Laurens United Methodist and
Varina United Methodist Church

Resurrection of Our Lord
Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF

Tuesday: January 5, 2021
8:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at Bethany

Worship, Love, Accept~Together in Christ’s
Name

This Week at First Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell
712-845-6164
Sunday: January 3
10:30 a.m. - Worship

Biggest Little Paper In Town!
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Beginning Beekeeping
Have you wondered about the health benefits
of honey and wanted to start producing
your own? Raising bees now and wondered
how to keep your bees healthy and protect
them from disease? Iowa State University
Extension and Outreach, Hamilton, Webster,
Humboldt and Pocahontas Counties are
hosting Beginning Beekeeping sessions to
answer those questions and more. Roy
Kraft, the President of the Iowa Honeybee
Producers Association will be leading the
training. Join us starting January 9, 2021.
Sessions will cover how to start their hive,
or current information to help maintain a
healthy hive. The cost is $40 for the five
training sessions.
Honeybee hives can be a rewarding way
to start a small business or simply learn to
produce your own healthy honey. Provide a
backyard source of a healthier alternative to
using sugar. Roy Kraft will cover building
a hive, how to feed bees, honey harvesting,
wintering bees in Iowa, beehive terminology,
basic equipment needed and a few more
topics.
This class is for families and people of all
ages interested in learning more about bees
or to gain tips on keeping their hive healthy.
Each class will be held virtually starting
January 9, 16, 23, 30, and February 5 from
9-12 pm with the last session being in person
and will be hosted in a space to allow for
social distancing. Participants will receive a
book about raising honeybees and other class
materials with the registration fee. Online
registration is available at: extension.iastate.
edu/hamilton/news/beginning-beekeeping or
call ISU Extension and Outreach, Hamilton
County at 515-832-9597 or email Susan
Schmitz sschmitz@iastate.edu.
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Plan Ahead to Prevent Waterlines
and Equipment from Freezing
Although December and November have been fairly mild so far, colder
weather is for sure on its way.
In the meantime, Iowans should make sure the water supply to their
house and livestock buildings is well protected from freezing.
In the November-December edition of the Acreage Living
Newsletter, Shawn Shouse, field agricultural engineer with Iowa
State University Extension and Outreach, explains the options and
considerations for protecting water sources from freezing.
“Every year in Iowa, we face freezing conditions in the winter and
those conditions put water supply for people and livestock, and also
pets, at risk, along with the risk of damage to equipment and water
infrastructure,” he said. “A little preparation can provide significant
protection.”
The three most common approaches, according to Shouse, are
adding heat with a heating device, insulating to conserve heat and
adding heat by bringing in warm water.
The most basic advice is to empty all water lines that can be
emptied, including hoses, sprinkler lines and pasture water lines.
Insulation can be added to protect outside walls, and interior insulation
can be removed, to allow heat from a heated building to reach the
pipes.
In places that are unheated, Shouse gives options such as a small
electric heater or heat lamp, or long strips of electrical resistance heating
cable (heat tape).
For livestock water tanks, trough, tank and bucket heaters can be
installed where electricity is available, for $20-$50 per unit. If electricity
is not available, liquid propane gas stock tank heaters can be purchased
for roughly $600.
Shouse said the operator needs to keep safety in mind, both for
humans and for animals. Most store-bought heaters have safety features
that are adequate when instructions are followed.
He encourages people to take action now, before the worst of the
cold weather arrives.
“We know that freezing temperatures are coming eventually,” he
said. “It’s easy to put things off until the day after the cold snap hits,
but by then it could be too late.”
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Beat Botulism
with Safe
Home Food
Preservation
Interest in home food preservation
boomed this summer and fall due to
the pandemic. With so many people
preserving food at home for the first
time, there is concern about botulism
outbreaks. Improperly home-canned,
preserved or fermented foods can
provide the right conditions for
botulinum, the bacteria that causes
botulism, to grow. In November,
five people in Colorado became
sick with botulism after consuming
home canned foods. This is an
important reminder to follow safe
food handling and research-based
food preservation recipes, said Sarah
Francis, associate professor and
nutrition and wellness state specialist
with Iowa State University Extension
and Outreach.
Botulism is a rare, but very
serious condition that is caused
by very poisonous toxins, Francis
said. Clostridium botulinum spores
– “botulism spores” – are very
hard to destroy at boiling-water
temperatures. These dangerous
bacteria are responsible for causing
botulism. The higher the canner
temperature, the more easily the
spores are destroyed.
Botulism symptoms usually start
with weakness of the muscles that

Biggest Little Paper In Town!

control the face, mouth, eyes, and
throat. This weakness may spread
to the neck, arms, torso and legs.
Botulism also can weaken the
muscles involved in breathing, which
can lead to difficulty breathing and
even death, Francis said.
“If you have home canned foods,
do not open, smell, touch or eat any
food from jars that are damaged,
leaking or swollen, that squirt liquid
or foam when opened, or containing
food that looks or smells bad. If
you are ever unsure whether food
is safe, throw it away. Also, boil
home-processed, low acid foods,
like tomato sauces, meats, soups
and vegetables, for 10 minutes in a
saucepan before serving even if there
is no sign of spoilage,” Francis said.
To ensure the safety of your future
home preserved foods, follow these
tips to lower the risk of botulism in
the future.
Use only research-based recipes
and instructions. These recipes have
been tested to ensure spores are
killed when heated long enough at
a specific temperature. The acidity
level of foods determines the type of
canning method needed to destroy
these spores. Francis recommends the
following research-based resources for
recipes:
• ISU Extension and Outreach,
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/
humansciences/preserve-resources
• National Center for Home Food
Preservation So Easy to Preserve
(Sixth Edition), http://www.uga.edu/
setp/

• USDA Complete Guide to Home
Canning (2015), https://nchfp.uga.
edu/publications/publications_usda.
html
Use the correct canner for the
recipe – water bath canner for high
acid foods, pressure canner for low
acid foods.
Follow the research-based, tested
recipes exactly, making sure to adjust
the processing times for altitude as
needed.
To learn more about safe
home food preservation, visit ISU
Extension and Outreach’s Preserve
the Taste of Summer website,
https://www.extension.iastate.
edu/humansciences/preservetaste-summer. You can also call
AnswerLine with any immediate
questions, Monday through Friday, 9
a.m. - noon and 1 - 4 p.m. at 1-800262-3804.
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Generated Content!

Subscribe and
Submit TODAY!
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Prep Harvest Equipment for
Winter Storage

‘Your Money, Your Goals’
Training Is January 12th

With harvest mostly finished, producers should make
sure their equipment is ready for winter months.
Harvest 2020 was different for many Iowa farmers
due to the derecho. An unusual harvest caused more
wear on equipment due to downed corn and rough
ground. This extra wear makes cleaning equipment this
winter and identifying needed maintenance all the more
important.
Cleaning and inspecting equipment in preparation
for future seasons is important to keep equipment in the
best shape possible. To get a combine ready for winter
storage, be sure to remove all shields and covers, blow
the machine off and provide a thorough power washing.
Remove any extra displays and store for winter.
After the derecho, fields were left in a different shape
than years past, requiring a lot more out of equipment.
“A lot of people are dealing with downed corn and
there is going to be a lot more mud and dirt packed up
underneath the heads,” said Levi Powell, harvest expert
with Iowa State University Extension and Outreach.
Extra dirt piles up and can be difficult to get clean.
Loosening the gathering chains in the combine head
provides more access for cleaning.
Walk around and check for any major repairs that
need to be made, being sure to make a list before
putting the machine away. When getting the combine
out before the next season, make a list of what needs to
be worked on.
“A lot of dealerships offer programs where you pay a
fee, and when you are done combining, you can take it
there and they blow if off, wash it and store it all winter
for you,” said Powell.
There are multiple options available for winter
storage.
Cleaning equipment is not only great for preserving
the value of equipment, but also makes equipment less
attractive to rodents in the winter.

Better equip yourself with tools and resources
to help others define their financial goals, use
credit wisely, manage debt effectively and access
appropriate community resources by attending a
training on the “Your Money, Your Goals” toolkit
developed by the Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau.
Beginning January 12th, ISU Extension and
Outreach is offering a 4-hour training on the
“Your Money, Your Goals” toolkit. This training is
designed for service providers, volunteers, clergy
members or anyone interested in helping others
take steps towards financial stability and selfsufficiency.
With the $35 registration fee, participants will
learn about and practice using financial tools,
as well as develop strategies and skills to begin
financial conversations and access appropriate
community resources. To register, go to https://
www.extension.iastate.edu/humansciences/yourmoney-goals before the registration deadline on
January 7th.
For additional information, visit www.extension.
iastate.edu/humansciences/your-money-goals.

Our Town Our Paper!
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New Curriculum Guides Communities on Engaging with Youth
An Iowa State University project to involve Des Moines youth in discussions of what their communities need has turned into an easyto-use curriculum for communities anywhere to implement.
In 2014, faculty from across campus formed the Design Dialogues project, which sought to identify barriers and enablers to Black
and Latinx youth’s academic success and college attainment. This grew from research that shows schools and learning play an important
role in community well-being, but are often left out of neighborhood revitalization efforts.
The project is led by Katherine Richardson Bruna, professor in the School of Education; Kimberly Greder, professor of human
development and family studies and family life extension state specialist for ISU Extension and Outreach; and Jane Rongerude,
associate professor of community and regional planning.
“Youth are often not included in community plans,” Rongerude said. “They’re users of our neighborhoods, they’re a big part of the
community, yet their voices are often not represented in neighborhood plans.”
In collaboration with the ISU 4U Promise program, the team identified neighborhoods in Des Moines to lead workshops guiding
young people through activities to think critically about their neighborhoods, to articulate shared visions for community change, and
to identify pathways to realize those goals. The workshops in 2015 consisted of self-portraits, mental maps, think sheets, “placeness”
maps and more.
In one exercise that asked youth to map their “learning places,” the most frequently mapped place was home.
“So often when we talk about marginalized communities, they become pathologized, but in fact they’re doing exactly what they’re
supposed to do,” Rongerude said. “They’re feeling cared for and taught in those places. It’s one thing for us as experts to say this is how
it is, but to see kids identify that for themselves is very powerful.”
Greder says the project highlighted the disconnection that youth feel with various systems in their lives: schools, businesses,
community organizations, etc.
Dialogue to drop in anywhere. Design Dialogues was not simply “an interesting after-school exercise,” Rongerude says. The
curriculum that resulted is intended for community organizations anywhere that are actively looking to engage with their youth. It’s
available for free through ISU Extension and Outreach.
“Time, commitment, creativity and passion are really what’s needed to drive and implement this effort,” Greder said.
Frankie Torbor, a 2016 community and regional planning graduate who served as a peer facilitator on this project, says the program
was valuable not only to apply what he was learning in the classroom but to gain experience in research as an undergraduate student.
“This was my first taste of the community engagement part of the planning process,” he said. “It sounds cliché but young people
are the future and it’s important to engage them at that stage because they’re benefiting from and experiencing what’s offered in their
neighborhoods and towns for years to come.”
The more local, the better. With a rise in youth activism and community engagement this year, Greder points out that the Design
Dialogues project is meant not to discount change that is already occurring but to complement existing efforts and provide a system of
frameworks and processes.
“Some things are common across time, but the context of people’s lives changes,” Greder said. “There’s a lot of variance in context
across the state of Iowa, and not even rural versus urban but within urban, contexts are different. The more local you can get data, the
more you can fine-tune your practice.”
Following the workshops, youth put together reports and presentations and led community tours to show their intended audiences
what they envision for their neighborhoods and communities, an important exercise to help youth “become familiar with the process of
speaking to power,” Rongerude said.
However, Greder points out, “It’s up to those with the privilege of receiving this information to actually take that and do something
with it.”
This project received funding from the College of Human Sciences collaborative intramural seed grant program, community and
regional planning department, ISU 4U Promise, ISU Extension and Outreach Community and Economic Development program and
the Neighborhood Project.
Contacts
Katherine Richardson Bruna, School of Education, 515-294-4144, krbruna@iastate.edu
Kimberly Greder, Human Development and Family Studies, 515-294-5906, kgreder@iastate.edu
Jane Rongerude, Community and Regional Planning, 515-294-8958, jrong@iastate.edu
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Iowa Land Values
Show Stability in
Turbulent Year
Favorable interest rates, a strong
demand for land and substantial
government payments helped
stabilize Iowa’s farmland market
in a year in which Iowa’s farmers
faced the destructive onslaught of
a derecho, significant uncertainties
in U.S. agricultural trade and a
pandemic that significantly altered
market demand.
“The land market faced
downward pressure initially with the
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic,
which lowered food demand and
resulted in declines in livestock
and ethanol prices,” said Wendong
Zhang, assistant professor in
economics and extension economist
at Iowa State University.
This year’s Iowa Land Value
Survey found that the average
statewide value of an acre of
farmland is $7,559, an increase
of 1.7%, or $127, since 2019.
The $7,559 per acre estimate, and
1.7% increase in value, represents
a statewide average of low, medium
and high-quality farmland.
Statewide, Iowa’s high-quality
farmland saw a decline in value of
0.1%. However, Zhang said that
it’s important to note that number
is more indicative of a flat market,
rather than a decline, and that several
factors have led to a recent rebound
in the market.
“The rebound in recent months is
due to strong government payments,
interest rate cuts, limited land supply
Our Town Our Paper!

and recent commodity price rallies,”
said Zhang, who is responsible for
leading the annual survey.
In mid-November, both U.S.
corn and soybean prices reached their
highest point so far this year. Despite
some decline since then, both prices
are still higher than at the beginning
of the year, especially soybeans.
“The export surges related to the
phase one deal and China’s efforts
to rebuild its hog herd ramped up
demand for feed grains,” Zhang said.
“There is definitely concerns
and downside risks about the price
rallies because post-harvest prices are
typically lower,” he said. However,
he stressed that China is still at
least 10-15% short of its regular
hog inventory, so farmers should
continue seeing increased feed grain
demand.
Additionally, Germany, a key
competitor for U.S. pork exports,
is now battling with African swine
fever, the same disease that decimated
China’s hog industry, which could
increase U.S. pork exports in the
future.
Zhang also said that farm
payments in 2020 helped prop up
the farmland market “in a big way.”
According to the USDA’s
Economic Research Service, farm
payments will increase 107% in
2020, mostly due to supplemental
and ad hoc disaster assistance for
COVID-19 relief. They also project
net farm income will increase 43.1%
in 2020.
Some of the increase in overall
value this year is also due to increased
demand for low-quality land in
certain parts of the state. The overall
average increase in farmland value
was very modest, but low-quality

land in the Northeast, West Central,
South Central and Southeast districts
saw increases of 8% or more.
“Strong demand for pasture and
timber grounds, which are even more
appealing now with social-distancing
requirements, contributed to the rise
in low-quality land value,” Zhang
said.
However, he noted that when
compared to high-quality land, it
doesn’t take a substantial change in
the dollar value of low-quality land
to constitute a large percent increase
in values.
Land values by county. Seventyeight of Iowa’s 99 counties showed an
increase in land values. For the eighth
year, Scott and Decatur counties
reported the highest and lowest
values, respectively. Despite having
the highest overall value, average land
values in Scott County decreased
$178 per acre to $10,659.
Decatur County, however, saw
average values increase $264 per acre
to $3,849.
Wayne County reported the
largest percentage increase, 7.7%,
while Lyon County saw the largest
dollar increase, $577 per acre. The
largest dollar decrease was reported in
Des Moines County, $241 per acre,
and the highest percentage decrease,
3.4%, was reported in Henry
County.
Land values by district. The
Northwest crop reporting district
reported the highest land values,
$9,536 per acre, and the South
Central district reported the lowest,
$4,658 per acre.
In general, land values across crop
reporting districts increased — only

...continued to page 11...
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...continued from page 10...
the Southwest district reported a
decline in land values (-0.9%). The
largest percentage increases were
in the West Central and South
Central districts, 3.9% and 3.8%,
respectively; however, both the
Northeast and Northwest districts
reported increases of 2% or higher.
Land values by quality.
Statewide, low-quality land now
averages $5,078 per acre, an increase
of 6.7% or $319 per acre. Mediumquality land now averages $7,119 per
acre, an increase of 2.6% or $181 per
acre.
High-quality land now averages
$9,068 per acre, a decrease of 0.1%
or $10 per acre.
Only low-quality land in the
North Central district showed a
decline in average prices this year
(-0.5%). Low-quality land in the
Northeast, West Central, South
Central and Southeast districts,
however, all saw increases of 8% or
more.
The West Central and South
Central districts reported the largest
gains in medium-quality land
values, 5.0% and 4.4%, respectively.
While no districts reported a loss in
medium-quality land, the Southwest
district only reported a nominal gain
of $2 per acre.
High-quality land in five of Iowa’s
nine crop districts saw increases of
less than 2%, while East Central and
Southwest districts reported a decline
of more than 2%.
Factors influencing the land
market. Favorable interest rates,
limited land supply, and recent
commodity price rallies were
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the most frequently mentioned
positive factors influencing the land
market in this year’s survey. Other
positive factors respondents noted
included COVID-related payments,
government payments and strong
demand for land, especially by
farmers.
The most frequently mentioned
negative factors affecting were lower
commodity prices, uncertainty due
to the COVID-19 pandemic and
weather. Other negative factors
included political uncertainty related
to the 2020 election, poor yields, and
general economic uncertainty.
Land values were determined
by the 2020 Iowa State University
Land Value Survey, conducted
in November by the Center for
Agricultural and Rural Development
at Iowa State and Iowa State
University Extension and Outreach.
Results from the survey are consistent
with results by the Federal Reserve
Bank of Chicago, the Realtors Land
Institute and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.
The Iowa State Land Value Survey
was initiated in 1941, the first in the
nation, and is sponsored annually by
Iowa State. The survey is conducted
every November and the results are
released mid-December. Only the
state average and the district averages
are based directly on the Iowa State
survey data. County estimates are
derived using a procedure that
combines the Iowa State survey
results with data from the U.S.
Census of Agriculture.
The Iowa State Land Value Survey
is based on reports by agricultural
professionals knowledgeable of land
market conditions, such as appraisers,

farm managers, agricultural lenders,
and actual land sales, and is intended
to provide information on general
land value trends, geographical
land price relationships, and factors
influencing the Iowa land market.
The 2020 survey is based on
707 usable responses from 484
agricultural professionals. Sixtyseven percent of the 484 respondents
answered the survey online.
CARD offers a web portal
at https://www.card.iastate.edu/
farmland/ that includes visualization
tools, such as charts and interactive
county maps, allowing users to
examine land value trends over time
at the county, district, and state level.
For over 60 years, the Center for
Agricultural and Rural Development
at Iowa State University has
conducted innovative public policy
and economic research on local,
regional, and global agricultural
issues, combining academic
excellence with engagement and
anticipatory thinking to inform and
benefit society.

11

City Council Minutes
December 21st, 2020
The Laurens City Council met in regular session on Monday, December 21st, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.
via phone conference due to the COVID-19 pandemic procedures. Mayor Rod Johnson called the
meeting to order. Present via phone were Mayor Rod Johnson, Council members, Jean Swanson, Aaron
Christenson, Rich Newgard, Julie Potter, John Jamison, City Manager Hilary Reed, City Attorney Ann
Beneke, and Public Works Director Julian Johnsen.
Jamison moved to approve the consent agenda, minutes from the December 7th, 2020, meeting,
the list of claims, Dollar General Class C Liquor License, and Silver Dollar Class LC Liquor License.
Christenson seconded. All ayes; motion carried.
CLAIMS 12-21-2020
A&M SERVICES, INC.

MOPS, RAGS, AND RUGS

AFLAC

GROUP INSURANCE

439.40

94.50

AMAZON

COMPUTER MATS

346.65

AUTO BODY CLINIC

PARK & REC PICK UP REPAIRS

520.00

BAKER & TAYLOR

BOOKS

505.03

BOLTON & MENK

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

COUNSEL

COPIER MAINT.

DELTA DENTAL

JAN GROUP DENTAL INSURANCE

GRAINGER

FLASH LIGHT

1,710.00
83.42
714.40
64.57

HALLETT MATERIALS

FILL DIRK

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

FED/FICA TAX

50.00

JCL SOLUTIONS

HAND SANITIZER DISPENSERS

487.08

JOHN DEERE FINANCIALS

SUPPLIES

450.57

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

ONE TIME PAY INCREASE

900.00

LMPC

MONTHLY PHONE FEES

482.40

3,679.44

LMU

UTILITIES

476.40

LAURENS PLUMBING SERVICE

SUPPLIES

133.03

LAURENS STATE BANK

POSTAGE AND SHIPPING

LAW ENFORCEMENT SYSTEMS
PCC AMBULANCE BILLING
SERVICE

FILE ENVELOPES

182.00

AMBULANCE BILLING

121.51

POC CO SECONDARY ROAD

7.68 TON OF SALT/SAND MIX

POCAHONTAS CO SOLI

LANDFILL FEE - NOV.

POWERS FUNERAL HOME

REIMBURSMENT FOR OPEN/CLOSE

100.00

PRO COOPERATIVE

LABOR FOR NEW TIRE

136.95

RICHARDSON SERVICE

NEW BATTERY FOR POLICE CAR

SHAMROCK RECYCLING

NOV. CURBSIDE RECYCLING

81.38

433.54
5,786.83

163.95
1,785.51

UMB

ADMINISTRATIVE FEES

500.00

US BANK

SUPPLIES

410.53

VERIZON WIRELESS

MONTHLY CELL PHONE FEES

262.18

WILLIAM AND WESLEY

CLOTHING ALLOWANCE

36.00

TOTAL
001
110
600
610
670
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GENERAL
ROAD USE TAX
WATER
SEWER
GARBAGE

21,137.27
12/14/2020

TOTAL
PAYROLL TOTAL
PAID TOTAL

3,209.83
1,280.04
2,298.96
2,008.16
2,379.46
11,176.45
11,176.45
32,313.72
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BY FUND
001

GENERAL

110

ROAD USE TAX

112

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

200

DEBT SERVICE

600
610
670

WATER
SEWER
GARBAGE

9,339.78
2,182.92
215.67

TOTAL BY FUND

500.00
5,266.02
3,395.46
11,413.87
32,313.72

Chad Cleveland, on behalf of the LMPC board of trustees presented LMPC’s annual report. Mr.
Cleveland also asked the council to approve the 2020 write offs. Newgard so moved. Potter seconded.
All ayes; motion carried.
Potter moved to approve Resolution 19-20-Appointment to Library Board of Trustees.
Christenson seconded. Roll call vote: Ayes: Potter, Jamison, Newgard, Christenson, Swanson. Nays:
None. Motion carried.
After discussion, Potter motioned to approve a payment to PCEDC in the amount of $14,000 to
be divided into two payments. Swanson seconded. All ayes; motion carried.
Discussion was held on a nuisance code enforcer. After discussion, Newgard moved to approve
to move forward with the development of the position of the Nuisance Code Enforcer. Christenson
seconded. All ayes; motion carried.
Potter moved to adjourn at 5:44 p.m. Jamison seconded. All ayes. Motion carried.
_____________________________________
Rod Johnson, Mayor
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_______________________________________
Hilary Reed, City Clerk
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