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Local News 

Hy-Vee Pledges $75,000 to Assist Local Schools During Pandemic
Fuel Your School campaign provides up to $5,000 to customer-selected schools 

Hy-Vee, Inc. is pledging $75,000 to be awarded 
among 55 schools across its eight-state region. The 
pledge is part of the company’s Fuel Your School 
campaign, which runs now through Jan. 31.  
     Hy-Vee’s Fuel Your School campaign allows 
customers to enter its sweepstakes by simply 
purchasing specific brands found at Hy-Vee 
locations and swiping their Hy-Vee Fuel Saver 
+ Perks reward card. Customers will receive 
one automatic entry into the sweepstakes for 
every eligible product they purchase in-store or 
online. For example, a customer who purchases 
two TopCare products and three HealthMarket 

products (and uses their Fuel Saver card) will earn five entries into the sweepstakes. 
     In February, 50 winners will receive up to $200 in prizes and $1,000 awarded to the school of their choice in 
Hy-Vee’s eight-state region. In addition, five Grand Prize winners will receive up to $500 in prizes and $5,000 
awarded to the school of their choice in Hy-Vee’s eight-state region. In total, 55 schools will receive a total of 
$75,000 and 55 customers will receive up to $12,500 in prizes. 
     As COVID-19 continues to impact communities, school administrators and educators are working tirelessly to 
evolve and innovate to engage with and teach students. Hy-Vee’s donation to local schools is just one way that the 
company can provide financial assistance to its communities throughout the pandemic.
     While the promotion is tied to the purchase of certain products, a purchase is not required to enter the 
sweepstakes. For official rules, eligible brands and contest details, visit www.hy-vee.com/fuelyourschool.
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Another Project 
Complete at the 
Library!
Another Laurens Public 
Library Foundation project was 
implemented last week! We got a 
new “Magic Cupboard” (That’s what 
we call our craft supply cupboard.) 
The next day Deb and Jeri got 
busy cleaning out, inventorying, & 
reorganizing our craft and display 
items. The result is nothing short 
of miraculous! Then Deb made lists 
and posted them inside the doors, so 
we know where everything is. Wow, 
we’re starting out this new year 
organized!

Photo ID
Help Needed!
Trying to identify any of the 
students and the teacher in this 
photograph. We believe that they 
may have been members of the 
Laurens High School Class of 1949. 
Please contact Grace Hertz at: 
gradon@ncn.net. Thank you very 
much.
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Iowa 4-H 
Council Donates 
over 20,000 Items 
in Food Drive 
Effort
When Iowa’s State 4-H Council 
members began their statewide food 
drive, their original goal was to 
collect 10,000 nonperishable food 
items. However, Iowans across the 
state helped the group more than 
double their goal by collecting and 
donating 21,771 food items in 
seven weeks. The food items will 
be donated to local food pantries, 
churches and places in need during 
this holiday season.
     This statewide food drive was 
initiated and facilitated by all 40 
members of the State 4-H Council 
from Nov. 2 through Dec. 18, said 
Haley Jones, 4-H youth program 
specialist with Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach. The 
youth council members used their 
communication and leadership skills 
to engage all 100 ISU Extension and 
Outreach county offices across the 
state in the effort.
     Austen David, state council 
member from Taylor County, took 
the food drive effort to her local 
school. “Taking the food drive 
effort to the school was the perfect 
opportunity to educate and make 
known the large need for donated 
food in our town. Our elementary 

school had a ‘tallest tree challenge.’ 
It provided friendly competition, 
holiday spirit and knowledge of the 
need. This went over very well, and 
the students were very involved,” 
David said.
     Council members wanted to 
ensure that local food pantries were 
full during the holiday season. 
According to Feeding America, one 
in seven children in Iowa struggle 
with hunger.
     Smaller neighborhoods, such 
as the Farmington community in 
southeast Iowa, benefitted from this 
food drive effort.
     “The 4-H food drive has increased 
awareness of the need to support 
food pantries in our area. The Van 
Buren County donations went to 
the Farmington Food Pantry, which 
has seen a large increase in usage 
this year. They served 105 families 
for Thanksgiving and just this past 
week they served 52 families. I am 
impressed that the small population 
of our county could come together 
and donate over 1,000 items for 
the 4-H food drive,” stated Josiah 
Westercamp, council member from 
Van Buren County.
     Through promotional videos, 
social media posts and word of 
mouth, council members worked 
with county extension staff to engage 
their communities in this effort. 
Weekly food totals from counties 
were recorded by council members 
throughout the seven-week initiative.
     “When you advocate for 
an initiative, see it happen and 
successfully meet your goal, you can’t 

help but feel a sense of achievement 
within your team,” said Holly 
Schmitt, council member from 
Winneshiek County. “The food drive 
has given our state council a sense of 
purpose in the state and it has given 
individual members opportunities 
to grow in their marketing, 
communication and leadership skills. 
This initiative has also helped each 
council member see the needs their 
communities have, whether that be 
in food donations or other acts of 
service, helping our group of 4-H’ers 
to create a lasting impact in our 
clubs, communities, country and 
world.”
     Iowa’s State 4-H Council is a 
group of 40 energetic and positive 
high school 4-H students who 
serve as ambassadors for the Iowa 
4-H program, Jones said. Council 
members also plan the annual Iowa 
4-H Youth Conference and 4-H’ers 
for 4-H campaign, participate 
in professional development 
opportunities, and gain valuable 
leadership and communication skills 
through quarterly retreats.
     To learn more about the State 
4-H Council or the Iowa 4-H 
program, visit https://www.extension.
iastate.edu/4h/.
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At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
January 6, 2021 

Happy New Year! As much as I loved those vacation days, I am looking 
forward to getting my regular schedule back. Maybe this week I will be 
able to figure out what day it is!
     Another Library Foundation project was implemented last week! 
We got a new “Magic Cupboard” (That’s what we call our craft supply 
cupboard.) The next day Deb and Jeri got busy cleaning out, inventorying, 
& reorganizing our craft and display items. The result is nothing short 
of miraculous! Then Deb made lists and posted them inside the doors, 
so we know where everything is. Wow, we’re starting out this new year 
organized!
     I’ve got a bunch of new books to tell you about this week! In 
nonfiction, we received Bag Man: The Wild Crimes, Audacious Cover-up, 
and Spectacular Downfall of a Brazen Crook in the White House by Rachel 
Maddow and The Last Days of John Lennon by James Patterson. New 
fiction selections include: Hush Hush by Stuart Woods, These Violent 
Delights by Chloe Gong, Robert B Parker’s Someone to Watch over Me by 
Ace Atkins, Spin by Patricia Cornwell, The Perfect Guests by Emma Rous, 
The Wrong Alibi by Christina Dodd, All the Colors of the Night by Christina 
Dodd, Neighbors by Danielle Steel and Chanel Sisters by Judithe Little.
     Our January Book Club selection is the 2020 All Iowa Reads book, The 
Mothers by Brit Bennett. As I read an All Iowa Reads book, I always try 
to figure out why the committee made this choice. I’m especially curious 
after reading this, “In a contemporary black community, seventeen-year-
old Nadia Turner mourns the suicide of her mother, leading her to take up 
with the local pastor's son, but the resulting pregnancy and the subsequent 
cover-up will have an impact that goes far beyond their youth.” Pick up a 
copy and join our discussion Monday, January 25th at 7 pm.

Coming Events
January 25 @ 7 p.m. Book Club The Mothers by Brit Bennett

February2 @ 6 p.m. Take it Tuesday Valentine Boards
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This Week at Bethany 
Lutheran
Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Sunday: January 10, 2021
Third Sunday of Christmas
9:15 AM ~ Adult SS
9:30 AM ~ Youth SS
10:30 AM ~ Worship w/Communion
NO Laurens Area Youth Group

Monday: January 11, 2021
4:00 PM ~ W/M Mtg.

Tuesday: January 12, 2021
8:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at Bethany

Wednesday: January 13, 2021
7:00 PM ~ Council Mtg.

Worship, Love, Accept~Together in Christ’s 
Name

This Week at First Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell
712-845-6164

Sunday: January 10 
10:30 a.m. - Worship

This Week at Laurens 
United Methodist Church
Pastor Ed Frank

Wed., Jan. 6:
Jr. High Bible Study from 6 p.m.-7 p.m.

Tues., Jan. 12:
Rev. Ed out of the office through January 19

NO in-person worship services through January 
10, 2021 per Bishop Laurie Haller. Online services 
are available at www.laurensumc.org and on our 

facebook pages Laurens United Methodist and 
Varina United Methodist Church

Resurrection of Our Lord 
Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF

Saturday 
5:00 p.m. at Resurrection of Our Lord, Pocahontas 

Sunday 
8:30 a.m. at Our Lady of Good Counse, Fonda 
10:30 a.m. at Resurrection of Our Lord, Pocahontas
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Annie's Project Provides Agriculture Business Education to 
Iowa Farm Women
Annie’s Project, a six-week course designed to help farm women develop their management and decision-making skills, is being offered by Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach Webster County. Online registration is available at www.aep.iastate.edu/womeninag.   Classes will be held at the 
Webster County Fairgrounds, 22770 Old Hwy 169 Fort Dodge, on Mondays from 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. beginning February 8 and continuing Feb. 15, 
Feb. 22, March 1, March 8 and March 15.  A light meal will be provided at 5:30 p.m.  The cost is $75.00.
     Farm women participating in Annie's Project courses become better business partners and owners by learning to manage and organize critical 
information for their own farms, while establishing networks with other farm women and agriculture business professionals. 
     According to ISU Extension and Outreach farm specialist, Kelvin Leibold, Annie’s Project covers five areas of agricultural risk management: 
financial, human resources, legal, marketing and production. 
     “Our goal is to provide a program that is of great interest and value. Each session includes presentations, discussions, hands-on activities and 
computer skills training,” says Leibold. “In addition, guest speakers share their personal experiences and knowledge to help women become better 
business partners and owners,” Leibold adds.
According to a 2012 survey conducted by Iowa State Extension and Outreach, 47 percent of Iowa’s farmland is owned by women. Annie’s Project 
supports these women by providing an agricultural business education program that empowers farm women who want to be more knowledgeable 
about their agricultural enterprises.
     “Offering a quality program such as Annie’s Project is of great benefit to our community and we are excited to offer this program,” says Linda 
Cline, Webster County Program Coordinator.
     "Annie's Project empowers women by offering a valuable set of business-based workshops. The program helps participants learn ways to make 
better financial and risk management decisions," according to Madeline Schultz, ISU Extension and Outreach Women in Agriculture Program 
Manager.   
     More than 33 states have implemented Annie’s Project sites since its inception in 2002. According to post-program surveys, participants have 
reported that the program encouraged learning and that the nurturing environment has facilitated ongoing conversation with local speakers. In 
addition, respondents were able to network with other professionals and stated that they felt comfortable interacting with others for additional 
information and assistance. Overall, participants remarked that the courses were beneficial in understanding the factors in farming that pertain to 
women, their families, and the land. 
  For more information, contact Linda Cline at 515-576-2119, or e-mail lcline@iastate.edu. Register online at www.aep.iastate.edu/womeninag by 
February 1.   We are prioritizing the health and safety of Iowans and are following the most current federal, state, local and university COVID-19 
guidelines.  

Virtual MarketReady Class for Producers Begins Feb. 13
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Hamilton County will host a virtual MarketReady workshop series beginning Saturday, Feb. 13. The 
training is designed to provide producers with the skills and knowledge needed to make sound decisions about diversifying their operations into 
wholesale, retail and institutional market outlets. 
     The course includes seven online modules and live virtual discussions on the following Saturdays, beginning at 9 a.m.:
   • Feb. 13 -- virtual intro and discussion with Christa Hartsook, program manager for the ISU Extension and Outreach Farm, Food and Enterprise 
Development small farms team. 
   • Feb. 27 – panel discussion with central Iowa institutional buyers, including participant Q & A.
   • March 13 -- virtual wrap-up with Christa Hartsook.
     Participants will complete the seven online modules at their own pace, with the suggested timeline of Feb. 13 — March 13. Once they finish the 
course and pass the quiz, they will receive a certificate of completion.
     Fee for this course is $20 per person. Register and pay for the workshop at  https://form.jotform.com/203514434893154.
     This training will focus on best marketing practices when dealing with these market outlets, including communications and relationship building, 
regulations, packaging and labeling, grading, pricing, logistics, and more.
     The workshop will also include a buyer panel. The intent of this part of the program is for buyers to meet farmers and producers, and for both 
sides of the sales transaction to understand what the other needs in order to supply and buy local food. Panelists will include chefs, grocers, and 
institutional buyers such as those working for school districts and hospitals.
     For more information about the workshop, contact Susan Schmitz, program coordinator for Hamilton County Extension, at sschmitz@iastate.
edu, 515-832-9597.
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           December 28, 2020 
 
The Utility Board of Trustees of Laurens, Iowa met in regular session at the Municipal Building, 272 N. 
Third Street, Laurens, Iowa, at 11:30 a.m. on the above date.  Present were Trustees Richard Main and 
Jerry Runneberg.  Absent was Ben Storms.  Also present was General Manager Chad Cleveland. 
 
Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Main to approve the agenda for the December 
28, 2020 regular meeting.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Main to approve the minutes of the November 
30, 2020 and December 7, 2020 Board meetings.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Main to approve the summary of receipts for 
November 2020 in the amount of $334,024.81 and the list of expenses for November 2020 in the 
amount of $780,236.92.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Summary of Receipts 
A/R – Electric      $ 224,319.70 
A/R – Communications    $   57,887.68 
Merchandise/Services – Electric   $     5,480.00 
Merchandise/Services – Communications   $          98.00 
Carrier Access Fees – Communications  $     1,874.24 
Write-Off Recoveries – Electric   $        257.00 
Investments – Interest Earned   $     3,605.13 
Deposits – Electric     $        712.63 
Deposits – Internet     $          51.00 
Deposits – Cable TV     $          30.00 
Energy Assistance – Electric    $       (606.45) 
Marathon Energy Sales – Electric   $   15,260.11 
Tower Lease – Communications   $        900.00 
Attachment H Revenues – Electric   $   24,107.97 
Miscellaneous – Cable TV    $          17.80 
Office Phones – Electric     $          30.00 
Total Cash Receipts     $ 334,024.81 
 
Electric Receipts     $ 273,166.09 
Communications Receipts    $   60,858.72 
Total Cash Receipts     $ 334,024.81 
 
List of Expenses 
A & M Laundry     Dust Mops & Mats   $          127.92 
AFLAC       Employee Contributions  $          368.70 
Alliant Energy       Natural Gas    $          341.06 
Amaril Uniform     FR Clothing    $          962.35 
Aureon       CALEA/SS7/Switching/Transport $          538.60 
Avesis       Group Vision Insurance  $          108.48 
Border States Electric     Meter Seals/Grounding Clamps $       1,178.88 
Century Link Access     Access/Transport Fees  $          555.15 
Century Link Lexcis     Directory Listings   $            29.34 
Consortia Consulting     Consulting Contract   $       1,155.00 
Counsel      Lanier Copier Support   $            63.87 
Customers      Deposit/Credit Refunds  $          202.46 
Department of Energy     WAPA Power Bill   $     25,467.59 
DGR Engineering     Marathon Rate Calculations  $          648.00 
Echo Group      Supplies    $            30.78 
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Employee Benefit Systems    Self-Funding – Administration  $          120.00 
Employee Benefit Systems    Self-Funding – Claims  $       2,479.53 
Fox Sports Net North     Programming Fees   $       1,398.12 
Grainger      Supplies    $            64.57 
Gray Television Group    Programming Fees   $       1,335.00 
Gworks      Annual License/Support Renewal $       3,419.06 
Hearst Television     Programming Fees   $       1,227.44 
Heart N Home      Funeral Flowers   $            42.80 
ICMA RC      Employee Contributions  $       1,200.00 
Internal Revenue Service    Payroll Taxes    $     11,031.69 
Interstate TRS Fund     TRS Fund Assessment  $          213.95 
Iowa Department of Revenue    Sales Tax    $       6,158.00 
Iowa Department of Revenue    State Withholding   $       1,892.00 
Iowa Public Employees Retirement System  IPERS Contributions   $       7,259.25 
Iowa Utilities Board     IUB/OCA Assessment  $       1,788.00 
KTIV-TV      Programming Fees   $       1,611.00 
Laurens Chamber     Chamber Bucks   $       1,950.00 
Laurens, City of     Utility Billing    $     89,260.48 
Laurens Food Pride     Supplies    $            73.30 
Laurens Municipal Power & Communications Communications Bill   $          129.31 
Laurens Plumbing     Miscellaneous Supplies  $          290.59 
Laurens State Bank     Service Charges   $            29.82 
Laurens Sun      Publications/Advertising  $          568.21 
Long Lines      Communication Services  $       9,605.83 
Merchant Bankcard     Credit Card Processing Fees  $          805.87 
Mid-American Energy     NEAL 4 Operations   $     11,000.00 
Mid-American Energy     Capacity Assignment   $     18,132.90 
Murphy Tower Service    Tower Maintenance – Lights  $       1,282.50 
National Cable Television Cooperative  Programming Fees   $     32,623.60 
Nexstar Broadcasting     Programming Fees   $       1,195.28 
NIMECA      Power Bill    $     44,873.33 
Oakhill Consulting     FTTH Project    $       1,518.00 
Office Elements     Office Supplies   $          189.60 
Payroll       Salaried, Hourly & Overtime  $     31,587.57 
PLIC-SBD Grand Island    Life/Disability Insurance  $          497.84 
Pocahontas County E911    E911 Fees    $       1,261.46 
Pop Media      Programming Fees   $            45.56 
Postmaster      Postage – Utility Billing  $          365.50 
Pro Cooperative     Fuel     $          272.45 
R&D Industries     Network Support/Vmware Renewal $       1,039.25 
Roettger, Caleb     FR Clothing    $          312.84 
Secure Shred Solutions    Paper Shredding   $            24.00 
Spencer Municipal Utilities    Transport Fees   $          660.75 
Sonksen, Karla     Company Clothing   $            42.78 
Tegna       Programming Fees   $       1,393.60 
Upper Des Moines Energy Assistance  Refund     $          418.11 
UMB       Bond Payment   $   442,150.00 
Unity Point Occupational Medicine   Drug Test    $            42.00 
US Card Systems     Credit Card Terminal Lease  $            29.95 
Verizon      Wireless Phone Service  $          207.52 
Visa       Christmas Decorations – LED Bulbs $       1,054.83 
Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield   Group Health Insurance  $       9,962.43 
Zcorum      Cable Modem Provisioning  $          806.88 
Ziegler, Inc.      Skid Loader Maintenance  $       1,514.39 
       Total Expenses   $   780,236.92 
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Electric Expenses   $   691,801.21 
Communications Expenses  $     88,435.71 
Total Expenses   $   780,236.92 
 
Trustees reviewed the Utility Funds Report, Balance Sheet, and Income Statement for November 2020.  
No specific action was taken. 
 
Trustee Ben Storms joined the meeting at 12:30 p.m. 
 
At 12:40 p.m. Chairman Main declared this being the time and place fixed for a public hearing on the 
matter of the adoption of plans, specifications, form of contract, and estimate of cost for the 
construction of certain public improvements described in general as LAURENS MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC 
UTILITY 2021 FTTH PROJECT, the Chairman called for any oral objections to the adoption of the 
plans, specifications, form of contract, and estimate of cost.  No oral objections were offered and the 
Secretary reported that no written objections thereto had been filed.  Whereupon, the Chairman 
declared the time for receiving oral and written objections to be closed. 
 
At 12:45 p.m. Chairman Main declared the public hearing on the adoption of plans, specifications, form 
of contract, and estimate of cost for the construction of certain public improvements described in 
general as LAURENS MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC UTILITY 2021 FTTH PROJECT to be closed. 
 
Trustee Runneberg introduced the following Resolution entitled “RESOLUTION ADOPTING PLANS, 
SPECIFICATIONS, FORM OF CONTRACT, AND ESTIMATE OF COST”, and moved that the same be 
adopted.  Trustee Storms seconded the motion to adopt.  The roll was called and the vote was, 
  

Ayes:  Main, Runneberg, and Storms.  Nays:  None. 
 
Whereupon, the Chairman declared the following Resolution duly adopted: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS, FORM OF CONTRACT,  
AND ESTIMATE OF COST 

 
WHEREAS, on the 7th day of December, 2020, plans, specifications, form of contract, and 

estimate of cost were filed with the Secretary for the construction of certain public improvements 
described in general as LAURENS MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC UTILITY 2021 FTTH PROJECT; and 
 

WHEREAS, notice of hearing on plans, specifications, form of contract, and estimate of cost for 
the public improvements was published as required by law; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC UTILITY OF THE CITY OF LAURENS, IOWA: 
 

Section 1.  That the plans, specifications, form of contract, and estimate of cost are hereby 
approved as the plans, specifications, form of contract, and estimate of cost for the public 
improvements, as described in the preamble of this Resolution. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED, this 28th day of December 2020. 
 

Richard Main 
 Chairman, Board of Trustees 

ATTEST: Chad Cleveland 
Secretary, Board of Trustees 
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Report of Opening of Construction Bids 
 
Bids were received until 2:00 p.m. on December 22, 2020 in the Utilities office, City of Laurens, Iowa, 
presided over by the Secretary.  Present was:  Chad Cleveland, Secretary of the Board of Trustees. 
 
At said time it was announced that it was time to receive, open, and tabulate bids for the LAURENS 
MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC UTILITY 2021 FTTH PROJECT, in accordance with the plans and 
specifications heretofore filed with the Secretary.  The following bids were thereupon received, opened, 
inspected, and tabulated, to-wit: 
 
Name and Address of Bidder       Amount of Bid 
MP Nexlevel, LLC        $1,793,223.84 
500 County Rd 37 East 
Maple Lake, MN 55358 
 
A&A Electric & Underground Construction, Inc.    $2,252,028.50 
100 9th Street SE 
Kasson, MN 55944 
 
Telcom Construction, LLC       $2,544,920.30 
2218 200th Street East 
Clearwater, MN 55320 
 
Oddson Underground, Inc.       $2,799,736.50 
50 16th Street 
Windom, MN 56101 
 
Anderson Underground, Inc.       $2,740,649.60 
4985 Quail Road NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56377 
 
Whereupon it was declared that all bids have been received and that the Board of Trustees will 
consider and act on the bids at its meeting as provided in the notice of bids heretofore published. 
 
          Chad Cleveland 
          Secretary, Board of Trustees 
 
Trustee Storms introduced the following Resolution entitled “RESOLUTION MAKING AWARD OF 
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT” and moved that the Resolution be adopted.  Trustee Runneberg 
seconded the motion to adopt.  The roll was called and the vote was, 
 
 Ayes:  Main, Runneberg, and Storms.  Nays:  None. 
 
Whereupon, the Chairman declared the following Resolution duly adopted: 
 

RESOLUTION MAKING AWARD OF CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT 
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC UTILITY 
OF THE CITY OF LAURENS, IOWA: 
 
 Section 1.  That the following bid for the construction of certain public improvements described 
in general as LAURENS MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC UTILITY 2021 FTTH PROJECT, described in the 
plans and specifications heretofore adopted by this Board of Trustees on December 28, 2020, be and is 
hereby accepted, the same being the lowest responsible bid received for such work, as follows: 
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  Contractor: MP Nexlevel, LLC 
500 County Rd 37 East 
Maple Lake, MN 55358 

 
  Amount of Bid:  $1,793,223.84 Portion of Project:  Construction Labor 
 
 Section 2.  That the Chairman and Secretary are hereby directed to execute a contract with 
each of the contractors for the construction of the public improvements, such contracts not to be 
binding on the City until approved by this Board of Trustees. 
 
 PASSED AND APPROVED, this 28th day of December 2020. 
 
          Richard Main 

Chairman, Board of Trustees 
ATTEST: Chad Cleveland 

Secretary, Board of Trustees 
 
At 1:55 p.m. Chairman Main announced that this was the time and place for the public hearing and 
meeting on the matter of the authorization of a Loan Agreement and the issuance of not to exceed 
$9,000,000 Electric Revenue Capital Loan Notes, of the City of Laurens, State of Iowa, to provide funds 
to pay the costs of improvements and extensions to the Municipal Electric Utility, including the 
construction of a fiber-to-the-premise communications system, a new fiber management frame in the 
Network Operations Center and installation of conduit, fiber, vaults, handholes, pedestals and multiport 
service terminals to serve the Municipal Electric Utility, and refunding and refinancing outstanding 
electric revenue obligations, including Electric Revenue Capital Loan Notes, Series 2012, and that 
notice of the proposed action by the Board to institute proceedings for the authorization of the Loan 
Agreement and the issuance of the Notes had been published pursuant to the provisions of Sections 
384.24A and 384.83 of the Code of Iowa. 
 
The Chairman then asked the Secretary whether any written objections had been filed by any resident 
or property owner of the City to the issuance of the Notes.  The Secretary advised the Chairman and 
the Board that no written objections had been filed.  The Chairman then called for oral objections to the 
issuance of the Notes and none were made.  Whereupon, the Chairman declared the time for receiving 
oral and written objections to be closed. 
 
Whereupon, at 2:00 p.m., Chairman Main declared the hearing on the authorization of entering into a 
Loan Agreement and the issuance of the Notes to be closed. 
 
Trustee Runneberg introduced and delivered to the Secretary the Resolution hereinafter set out entitled 
“RESOLUTION INSTITUTING PROCEEDINGS TO TAKE ADDITIONAL ACTION FOR THE 
AUTHORIZATION OF A LOAN AGREEMENT AND THE ISSUANCE OF NOT TO EXCEED 
$9,000,000 ELECTRIC REVENUE CAPITAL LOAN NOTES” and moved that the Resolution be 
adopted.  Trustee Storms seconded the motion.  The roll was called and the vote was, 
 
 Ayes:  Main, Runneberg, and Storms.  Nays:  None. 
 
Whereupon, the Chairman declared the measure duly adopted. 
 

RESOLUTION INSTITUTING PROCEEDINGS TO TAKE ADDITIONAL ACTION 
FOR THE AUTHORIZATION OF A LOAN AGREEMENT AND THE ISSUANCE 

OF NOT TO EXCEED $9,000,000 ELECTRIC REVENUE CAPITAL LOAN NOTES 
 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to notice published as required by law, the Board of Trustees has held a 
public meeting and hearing upon the proposal to institute proceedings for the authorization of a Loan 
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Agreement and the issuance of not to exceed $9,000,000 Electric Revenue Capital Loan Notes, in 
order to provide funds to pay the costs of improvements and extensions to the Municipal Electric Utility, 
including the construction of a fiber-to-the-premise communications system, a new fiber management 
frame in the Network Operations Center and installation of conduit, fiber, vaults, handholes, pedestals, 
and multiport service terminals to serve the Municipal Electric Utility, and refunding and refinancing 
outstanding electric revenue obligations, including Electric Revenue Capital Loan Notes, Series 2012, 
and has considered the extent of objections received from residents or property owners as to the 
proposed issuance of Notes; and accordingly the following action is now considered to be in the best 
interests of the City and residents thereof. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES OF THE CITY OF LAURENS, STATE OF IOWA: 
 
 Section 1.  That this Board does hereby institute proceedings and take additional action for the 
authorization of a Loan Agreement and the issuance in the manner required by law of not to exceed 
$9,000,000 Electric Revenue Capital Loan Notes, for the foregoing purposes. 
 
 Section 2.  This Resolution shall serve as a declaration of official intent under Treasury 
Regulation 1.150-2 and shall be maintained on file as a public record of such intent.  It is reasonably 
expected that the electric fund moneys may be advanced from time to time for capital expenditures 
which are to be paid from the proceeds of the above Notes.  The amounts so advanced shall be 
reimbursed from the proceeds of the Notes not later than eighteen months after the initial payment of 
the capital expenditures or eighteen months after the property is placed in service.  Such 
advancements shall not exceed the amount authorized in this Resolution unless the same are for 
preliminary expenditures or unless another declaration of intention is adopted. 
 
 PASSED AND APPROVED this 28th day of December, 2020. 
 
          Richard Main   
          Chairman, Board of Trustees 
ATTEST: Chad Cleveland 

Secretary, Board of Trustees 
 
Motion by Trustee Storms and seconded by Trustee Runneberg to approve the proposed energy 
efficiency rebates for calendar year 2021.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Storms to approve the Engagement Letter 
from T.P. Anderson & Company to perform an audit on our calendar year 2020 financials.  Ayes:  All.  
Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Discussion was held on employee wages and the group health insurance premiums for calendar year 
2021.  Motion by Trustee Storms and seconded by Trustee Runneberg to increase the wage scales by 
4.0 percent and to have the employees who have family health insurance contribute 8 percent of the 
difference between the family and single coverage premium.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Storms to set the General Manager’s wage for 
calendar year 2021 at Grade 5, Step 32 of the General Manager’s wage scale.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  
None.  Motion carried. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m. 
 
          Richard Main   
          Chairman, Board of Trustees 
ATTEST: Chad Cleveland 

Secretary, Board of Trustees 


