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Local News 

30 Year Service 
Award Recently 
Presented to to 
Dr. David Long 
Dr. David Long, 
D.P.M., was recently 
awarded a service 
award for 30 years of 
service to the Henry 
County Medical 
Center in Paris, TN. 
     Dr. Long is a 
board-certified 
podiatric surgeon 
at West Tennessee 
Bone & Joint 
Clinic, P.C. He is 
proud to provide 
comprehensive foot and ankle care 
to patients at the practice’s locations 
in Paris, Martin and Union City, 
Tennessee.
     After attending Des Moines 
University College of Podiatric 
Medicine and Surgery for his 
medical degree, Dr. Long completed 
his residency at the Orthopedica 

Institute – Universal Medical Center in 
Plantation, Florida.
     Dr. Long has more than 30 years of 
experience treating problems of the foot 
and ankle. As the only board-certified 
podiatric surgeon in Henry, Weakley and 
Obion counties, he offers a wide range 

of podiatric care 
for patients of all 
ages. 
     Dr. Long 
stays up-to-date 
on the latest 
advancements 
in his field. He 
is a member of 
the Tennessee 
Podiatric 
Medical 
Association 
and American 
College of Foot 

and Ankle Surgeons, and a fellow of the 
American Board of Podiatric Surgery and 
American Society of Laser Medicine and 
Surgery.
     Dr. Long is a Laurens-Marathon 
Community School graduate and is 
the son of Daryl & Dorothy Long of 
Laurens.

Pocahontas 
County 4-H 
Scholarship 
Applications
Due to the generous support of the 
Pocahontas County 4-H Endowment, 
up to ten $750 scholarships will 
be awarded to high school seniors 
furthering their education at a college, 
university, community college or trade 
school.  
     Applications for the scholarship 
may be picked up the Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach 
Pocahontas County office or are 
available on the website at: 
www.extension.iastate.edu/
pocahontas.  Applicants must be a 
member of the Pocahontas County 
4-H program.  All applications are due 
no later than February 1, 2021, late 
applications will not be considered.  
     If you have questions are need 
assistance with the application process, 
please call 7112-335-3103.
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At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
January 27, 2021

Last month our Book Club read the 2020 All Iowa Reads selection, this 
month we get to read the 2021 choice! It’s Little Faith by Nickolas Butler. 
A brief description: “A Wisconsin family grapples with the power and 
limitations of faith when one of their own falls under the influence of a 
radical church. Set over the course of one year and beautifully evoking 
the change of seasons, Little Faith is a powerful and deeply affecting 
intergenerational novel about family and community, the ways in which 
belief is both formed and shaken, and the lengths we go to protect our 
own.” Deb and I attended a webinar with this author and are now really 
looking forward to reading this selection! Grab a copy and join our 
discussion, if you like.
     We received lots of interesting novels this week! Time to hibernate 
and read! Try one of these: The Push by Ashley Audrain, Outlawed by 
Anna North, Girl A by Abigail Dean, Faye Faraway by Helen Fisher, The 
Survivors by Jane Harper, Blink of an Eye by Iris Johansen, The Kindest Lie 
by Nancy Johnson, Serpentine by Jonathan Kellerman, The Last Garden 
in England by Julia Kelly, Shadow Box by Luanne Rice, The Girl from the 
Channel Islands by Jenny Lecoat, Unwilling by John Hart and Influence by 
Sara Shepard.
     February’s Take it Tuesday project is a Valentine decoration. Attendees 
are only limited by their own imagination, they can personalize their 
project any way they wish. Seating is limited, so please contact us to 
preregister.

Coming Events
February 2 @ 6 p.m. - Take it Tuesday Valentine Boards

February 22 @ 7 p.m. - Book Club Little Faith by Nickolas Butler
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Local News

USDA Offers New Forest Management Incentive for 
Conservation Reserve Program
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is making available $12 million for use in making payments to forest 
landowners with land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) in exchange for their implementing 
healthy forest management practices. Existing CRP participants can now sign up for the Forest Management 
Incentive (FMI), which provides financial incentives to landowners with land in CRP to encourage proper tree 
thinning and other practices.
     “We are offering CRP landowners an opportunity to use forestry practices for a more targeted approach to 
improve forest health and wildlife habitat on their land,” said Steve Peterson, acting administrator for USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency (FSA). “The Forest Management Incentive enables landowners to maximize the conservation 
outcomes on their land, such as supporting wildlife, conserving soil and improving water quality.”
     Right now, less than 10% of land currently enrolled in CRP is dedicated to forestland. But, these nearly 
2 million acres of CRP forestland, if properly managed, can have enormous benefits for natural resources by 
reducing soil erosion, protecting water quality, increasing water quantity, and diversifying local farm operations 
and rural economies.
     Only landowners and agricultural producers with active CRP contracts involving forest cover can enroll. 
However, this does not include active CRP contracts that expire within two years. Existing CRP participants 
interested in tree thinning and prescribed burning must comply with the standards and specifications established 
in their CRP contract.
     CRP participants will receive the incentive payment once tree thinning and/or other authorized forest 
management practices are completed.
     The incentive payment is the lower of: The actual cost of completing the practice; or 75% of the payment 
rate offered by USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) if the practice is offered through NRCS 
conservation programs.
     More about CRP.  Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in 
the United States. It was originally intended primarily to control soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity 
prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the years, providing many 
conservation and economic benefits. The program marks its 35-year anniversary this month. Program successes 
include:
     Preventing more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, which is enough soil to fill 600 million dump trucks.
Reducing nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to annually tilled cropland by 95% and 85%, respectively. 
Sequestering an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9 million cars off the road. 
Creating more than 3 million acres of restored wetlands while protecting more than 175,000 stream miles with 
riparian forest and grass buffers, which is enough to go around the world seven times. Benefiting bees and other 
pollinators and increasing populations of ducks, pheasants, turkey, bobwhite quail, prairie chickens, grasshopper 
sparrows and many other birds.
     More Information. CRP signup began on  Jan. 19, 2021. FSA will announce deadline later this year. Interested 
producers should contact their local FSA county office.   
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Church

This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Sunday: January 31, 2021
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
9:15 AM ~ Adult SS
9:30 AM ~ Youth SS
10:30 AM ~ Worship w/Council 
Installation
NO Laurens Area Youth Group

Monday: February 1, 2021
4:00 PM ~ W/M Mtg.

Tuesday: February 2, 2021
8:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at Bethany

Worship, Love, Accept~Together
 in Christ’s Name

This Week at First 
Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Sunday, Jan 31   
10:30 a.m. - Worship 

Resurrection of Our Lord Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF

MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass as scheduled in the weekly bulletin
Saturday at 5:00 PM and Sunday at 10:30 AM
Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm at Resurrection

This Week at 
Laurens Unit-
ed Methodist 
Church
Pastor Ed Frank

Wed., Jan. 27
Worship Committee & accompanists 
meeting @ 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship 
Hall

Sun., Jan. 31:
Sunday school (cherubs-adult) @ 
9:15 a.m.
NO Fellowship coffee
In-person worship service @ 10:30 
a.m. New Hope Baptist 

Church
202 Byron St, Laurens

New Hope Baptist Church invites 
you to join us for Sunday School at 
10 a.m. and our Worship Service at 
11 a.m. Additionally all are welcome 
to attend our weekly Bible Study held 
each Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m.
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Extension News 

Don’t Be Fooled 
by COVID-19 
Vaccine Scams
As the COVID-19 vaccine begins 
to be distributed in Iowa, scams 
are being reported that are preying 
on those who are at higher risk of 
COVID-19 infection, such as older 
adults. Protect yourself and your 
loved ones by knowing the facts, say 
Sarah Francis, Jeongeun Lee and Barb 
Wollan, human sciences specialists 
with Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach.
     Francis is an associate professor 
and nutrition and wellness state 
specialist. Lee is an assistant professor 
and family life state specialist. Wollan 
is a family finance specialist. They 
note that a variety of vaccine scams 
are circulating.
     “These scammers are selling 
a ticket to guarantee a place on 
a waiting list to get the COVID 
vaccine or requesting you pay a fee 
for the vaccine or asking for personal 
information like your social security 
number, bank account information 
or credit card number to schedule a 
vaccination. None of these statements 
are true,” Francis said.
     “The vaccine is free,” Lee said. 
“Although the vaccine is not yet 
available to the public, there is no 
waiting list. The only charge to 
an individual associated with the 
vaccine would be if you make an 
appointment with your doctor. Then 
the clinic can charge for an office 

visit, but not the vaccine.”
     Wollan said, “It is never wise 
to give out personal or financial 
information when you did not 
initiate the contact.”
     The specialists recommend 
protecting yourself from future scams 
by learning some red flags:
   • Being contacted out of the blue. 
This can be emails, letters, calls 
or texts requesting you pay a fake 
invoice or a phony debt collection 
notice. Scammers hope consumers 
will pay before checking their 
records.
   • Learning that you have won a 
prize, but to redeem it you must first 
send money. Legitimate companies 
do not require prize winners to pay 
first.
   • Receiving a message asking you 
to provide financial or personal 
information. Banks, credit card 
companies and government rarely 
ask consumers to provide personal 
information and don’t do so by 
phone, email or text message.
   • Being told to act quickly. 
Scammers appeal to your sense of 
urgency to get people to pay before 
having time to think through the 
situation.
   • It sounds too good to be true. 
That likely means it’s false.
     For more Iowa COVID-19 
information, visit: https://
coronavirus.iowa.gov/. To learn 
more about the vaccine, visit the 
Iowa Department of Public Health 
website, https://idph.iowa.gov/
Emerging-Health-Issues/Novel-
Coronavirus/Vaccine. You can also 
call your local public health office 
with questions or concerns.

Virtual 
Event Offers 
Inside Look 
at Legislative 
Process
Iowa extension council members 
and youth in grades 8-12 can get an 
inside look at the legislative process, 
meet key legislators and hear from 
World Food Prize Foundation staff 
virtually at Iowa Legislative Insider 
on Wednesday, Feb. 17 from 8:30–
10:45 a.m. Individuals as well as 
teachers and classrooms are invited 
to register. There is no fee to attend 
but registration is required to receive 
the link to attend.
     Virtual attendees will meet 
Lieutenant Governor Adam Gregg 
and State Representative Ross 
Wilburn and learn about the life 
of a legislative page. They also will 
explore the role a lobbyist plays in 
crafting legislation presented by 
multi-client lobbyist Emily Piper. 
The event will be capped off with 
speakers from the World Food Prize 
Foundation: Joi Latson, program 
coordinator global youth institute, 
and Kelsey Tyrell, director of youth 
leadership development. Beau 
Nistler, 4-H alumni and elementary 
school teacher in Thailand, also will 
join to offer an in-depth look at 
global food policy.
     The event is hosted by the Iowa 
Extension Council Association and 
Iowa State University Extension and 
Outreach 4-H Youth Development.
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Extension News 

Suicide Prevention Program Still Available Virtually to 
Producers and Agribusiness
Iowa’s rural communities and families are still coping with the uncertainty and stress produced by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Financial worries continue to contribute to farmers’ anxiety. In response to this continuing impact, Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach is offering weekly, online “Question. Persuade. Refer.” programs now through February, 
said Demi Johnson, behavioral health program specialist with ISU Extension and Outreach. QPR is a suicide prevention 
program that teaches participants three steps to help save a life from suicide.
     “Just as people trained in CPR and the Heimlich maneuver help save thousands of lives each year, people trained in 
QPR learn how to recognize the warning signs of a suicide crisis and how to question, persuade and refer someone to help,” 
Johnson explained.
     ISU Extension and Outreach will offer QPR every Tuesday from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. Each program will last for one hour. 
Programs are set for Jan. 26 and Feb. 2, 9, 16 and 23.
     Agribusiness professionals, agriculture lenders and bankers, veterinarians, vet techs, commodity group members, 
producers, social service professionals and other concerned individuals can register at no cost for any of these programs. To 
register, go to https://www.extension.iastate.edu/humansciences/QPR. Participants will receive a unique URL prior to the 
program to access the Zoom hosted program. For more information, or to schedule a private group class, contact Demi 
Johnson at demij@iastate.
     Other resources. Iowa Concern, offered by ISU Extension and Outreach, provides confidential access to stress 
counselors and an attorney for legal education, as well as information and referral services for a wide variety of topics. With 
a toll-free phone number, live chat capabilities and a website, Iowa Concern services are available 24 hours a day, seven days 
per week at no charge. To reach Iowa Concern, call 800-447-1985; language interpretation services are available. Or, visit 
the website, https://www.extension.iastate.edu/iowaconcern/, to live chat with a stress counselor one-on-one in a secure 
environment. Or, email an expert regarding legal, finance, stress, or crisis and disaster issues.
     COVID Recovery Iowa offers a variety of services to anyone affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. Virtual counselors 
and consultants provide counseling, family finance consultation, farm financial consultation, referral information and help 
finding resources for any Iowan seeking personal support. Iowans of all ages may join groups online for activities and learn 
creative strategies for coping with the effects of the pandemic. COVID Recovery Iowa will announce upcoming programs 
on the website and via all social media to help Iowans build coping skills, resilience and emotional support. To request 
support, go to https://www.COVIDrecoveryiowa.org.
     Finding Answers Now. As Iowans deal with disruptions to their families and communities, this website at https://www.
extension.iastate.edu/humansciences/disaster-recovery provides information to help you cope with concerns about stress and 
relationships, personal finance, and nutrition and wellness.
     211 is a free, comprehensive information and referral line linking Iowa residents to health and human service programs, 
community services, disaster services and governmental programs. This service is collaborating with the Iowa Department 
of Public Health to provide confidential assistance, stress counseling, education and referral services related to COVID-19 
concerns.
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City Council Minutes

January 18th, 2021 
The Laurens City Council met in regular session at the Municipal Building at 5:00 p.m. on 

Monday, January 18th, 2021.  Mayor Pro Tem Rich Newgard called the meeting to order.  Present were 
Mayor Pro Tem Rich Newgard, Council members, Jean Swanson, Aaron Christenson, Julie Potter, City 
Manager Hilary Reed, City Clerk Joan Hoben, City Attorney Ann Beneke, and Public Works Director 
Julian Johnsen.    Councilmember John Jamison was absent.   

Potter moved to approve the consent agenda, minutes from the January 4th 2021, meeting, and 
the list of claims. Christenson seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.   

CLAIMS  01-18-2021 
  AFLAC MONTHLY GROUP INSURANCE           439.40  

AIRGAS NORTH CENTRAL MEDICAL SUPPLIES             67.58  

AMAZON BOOKS AND DVD             24.41  

AUTOMATIC SYSTEMS, CO. EQUIP MAINT.        1,612.50  

B&K EMBROIDERY POLICE CLOTHING ALLOWANCE               6.00  

BAKER & TAYLOR BOOKS           327.81  

BENEKE LAW OFFICE LEGAL EXPENSES        1,310.70  

BOLTON AND MENK PROFESSIONAL SERVICES           195.00  

BOMGAARS CLOTHING ALLOWANCE           338.13  

CONNECTIONS, INC. GROUP INSURANCE             39.84  

COUNSEL COPIES           153.86  

DEE JACKSON/JACKSON MOTORS SNOW REMOVAL             72.00  

E-PRIDE OFFICE PRODUCTS OFFICE SUPPLIES           225.00  

FIRE PROOF PLUS ANNUAL INSPECTIONS        1,404.50  

FIRE SVC TRAINING BUREAU FIRE FIGHTERS TRAINING             96.34  

FIRST COOP ASSOCIATION BOTTLE GAS AND LABOR             33.71  

FOLLETTE SOFTWARE COMPANY LIBRARY OPERATING SYSTEM        1,042.50  

FOUNDATION ANALAYTICAL LAB WATER TESTING           291.50  

GRAHAM TIRE SPENCER GARBAGE TRUCK TIRES           607.10  

HY-VEE, INC. MEICAL SUPPLIES             94.25  

IRS FED/FICA TAX        6,804.38  

IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION ANNUAL DUES             90.00  

JAKC'S UNIFORMS & EQUIPMENT POLICE CLOTHING ALLOWANCE           260.75  

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL MOWER EXPENSE           206.54  

LAURENS FOOD PRIDE SUPPLIES             13.16  

LMPC MONTHLY PHONE FEES           136.44  

LMU MONTHLY UTILITIES           629.24  

LAURENS PLUMBING SUPPLIES           177.26  

LAURENS STATE BANK POSTAGE           124.20  

LAURENS SUN POLICE ADS           645.38  

MENARDS SHOP SUPPLIES               5.97  

NAPA AUTO PARTS SHOP SPUPLIES           146.92  
PCC AMBULANCE BILLING 
SERVICE DEC. AMBULANCE BILLING           578.18  

PETTY CASH POSTAGE           247.75  

POC CO ECONOMIC DEV. PCEDC CONTRIBUTION        7,000.00  

POC COMMUNITY HOSPITAL J HAWLEY TIER 
               
343.74  

POCAHONTAS CO. SOLID WASTE LANDFILL FEE        5,772.83  
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POCAHONTAS EQUIPMENT MOWER PARTS             12.42  

PRIME BENEFITS INSURANCE SPLIT FUNDING           285.00  

PRINCIPAL LIFE MONTHLY LIFE INSURANCE        1,033.62  

PRO COOPERATIVE MONTHLY FUEL        1,591.43  

R & D INDUSTRIES SOFTWARE SUPPORT 
               
415.13  

SANTANDER LEASING, LLC MONTHLY SWEEPER PAYMENT        6,781.62  

SECURE SHRED SOLUTIONS SHREDDING LEGAL PAPERS             24.00  
SHAMROCK RECYCLING CURBSIDE RECYCLING         1,785.51  
SIEPKER AUTO REPAIR REPAIR STARTER SEWER PICKUP           298.82  
STAPLES OFFICE SUPPLIES           173.52  
THOMPSON INNOVATION EQUIP MAINT.        1,399.15  
UNION PACIFIC RR COMPANY INSTALLATION OF CROSSING ARMS           989.52  
VERIZON WIRELESS MONTHLY CELL PHONE FEES           403.28  
WEX BANKS POLICE FUEL           293.05  

 
TOTAL 

        
47,050.94  

   
 

1/4/2021 
 

001 GENERAL 
           
5,849.14  

 
1/11/2021 

 001 GENERAL        9,293.41  
110 ROAD USE TAX        1,283.66  
600 WATER        2,368.40  
610 SEWER        2,222.14  
670 GARBAGE        2,448.10  

 
TOTAL      17,615.71  

 
PAYROLL TOTAL      23,464.85  

 
PAID TOTAL      70,515.79  

BY FUND 
  001 GENERAL         

34,338.10  

110 ROAD USE TAX            
4,425.03  

112 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS                
643.79  

200 DEBT SERVICE            
6,781.62  

316 WEST MAIN AND BISSELL                
195.00  

600 WATER        5,865.38  
610 SEWER        5,900.00  
670 GARBAGE      12,366.72  

 
TOTAL BY FUND      70,515.64  

 
Swanson moved to approve setting the Public Hearing Date for the Proposed Max Levy Notice 

for February 15th at 5:00 pm.  Christenson seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.   
Discussion was held on nuisance code enforcer.    
Potter moved to adjourn at 5:30  p.m.  Swanson seconded.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 
____________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Rich Newgard, Mayor Pro Tem      Hilary Reed, City Clerk 

City Council Minutes


