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Local News 

Pocahontas County Economic Development Announces the 
2021 Business of the Year, Boss of the Year, and Volunteer 
of the Year Award Recipients
A Pocahontas family grocery business, the owner of several 
newspapers in the county, and a loan officer in Rolfe 
were honored with awards from the Pocahontas County 
Economic Development Commission (PCEDC) this year. 
The award recipients are normally announced at PCEDC’s 
annual meeting in conjunction with the Pocahontas County 
Foundation’s grant awards ceremony, which has been 
cancelled for this year. A printed booklet outlining these 
recipients and PCEDC’s accomplishments over the last year will be mailed to county residents in February. 
     Wood’s Supermarket was selected as Business of the Year. Kris Grabinoski, owner of the Pocahontas Record-
Democrat, the Laurens Sun and the Buena Vista County Journal, was selected for Boss of the Year. Clay Wells, a 
loan officer with United Bank of Iowa, was selected as the first Volunteer of the Year recipient. 

     “We are extremely fortunate to have such wonderful 
business leaders within Pocahontas County,” said Tom Grau, 
Pocahontas County Economic Development Director. “We 
have the pleasure of working with these individuals to move 
Pocahontas County forward and we are thrilled with the 
individuals that our Board members selected as this year’s 
winners. Congratulations to Wood’s Supermarket, Kristin 
Grabinoski, and Clay Wells.”
     Kent and Kim Wood thanked the individual(s) who 
nominated them for the award. “I was honored that 
somebody or some group thought we deserved it,” Kent said.
     Last year was a hectic one for the grocery store, which has 

Wood’s Supermarket - Business of the Year

Kris Grabinoski - Boss of the Year
...continued to page 2...



Our Town Our Paper! 2

Local News 

been a family business operating in Pocahontas for 60 years. When 
the COVID-19 pandemic began, people opted to do more grocery 
shopping close to home, and at the same time, the Woods found 
that their supply lines had been disrupted by supply chain issues. 
Throughout the uncertainty, they began offering grocery delivery and 
pickup options for customers.
     “It felt like Groundhog Day every day,” Kim said. They have been 
grateful for the community support throughout the pandemic. 
     The Pocahontas Record-Democrat staff nominated Grabinoski 
for Boss of the Year, citing how she managed the pandemic, which 
did result in loss of advertising and events to cover for the paper. 
Grabinoski has worked in newspapers since 1987, and she and her 
husband, Jay, bought the three newspapers based in Pocahontas in 
2018. 
     “I’d like to thank PCEDC for selecting me as the recipient 
of the Boss of the Year award, this is quite an honor and I am so 
appreciative,” Grabinoski said. “To be a great boss, you have to have a 

great team and we have that at the Record Democrat, Laurens Sun and Buena Vista County Journal. My husband 
and I are fortunate to have the employees we have and we are so appreciative of them and the communities we 
serve.”
     Clay Wells worked for Rolfe State Bank and United Bank of Iowa for more than five years. He started working 
with PCEDC three years ago, he said. PCEDC staff selected Wells for the new award, which was designed to 
recognize community members who “go above and beyond with their own time and talent to move Pocahontas 
County forward.”
     Wells has spent many hours helping PCEDC staff with the organization’s revolving loan fund. 
     “It is good knowing that I am a small part of an organization that can do so much to help local businesses in 
the county,” he said. “It was quite unexpected because I feel like I just do my small part to help. I am honored to 
be the first recipient and look forward to continue on in the future in any way I can.”
     Emily Williams, PCEDC marketing coordinator, praised the recipients. “Our 2021 award winners are a true 
testament to all the amazing people we have working here in Pocahontas County,” she said. “The award winners 
continually go above and beyond to serve the needs of our communities and residents and for that, we are forever 
grateful.”

...continued from page 1...

Clay Wells - Volunteer of the Year
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At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
February 3, 2021 

As I walked up to the 
Library the other day, 
after a fresh snow, my eyes 
were drawn to the Music 
Garden. Someone had 
been playing there! There 
were tracks to each of the 
instruments! This makes 
my heart happy that it is being enjoyed in every season. In my opinion, it looks just as 
pretty and inviting in the snow as it does in the summer.
     The Laurens Womens Club purchased a nonfiction history book in memory of 
Bertha Olson. It is The Patriots: Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and 
the Making of America by Winston Groom. This looks like a book that Bertha would 
have enjoyed reading!
     New fiction titles this week include: The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah (also on 
CD), The Wrong Family by Tarryn Fisher, Vineyard at Painted Moon by Susan Mallery, 
Endless Mercy by Traci Peterson, Faithless in Death by J.D. Robb and Cold Millions by 
Jess Walter.
     For February we get to read the All Iowa Reads 2021 choice. It’s Little Faith by 
Nickolas Butler. A brief description: “A Wisconsin family grapples with the power 
and limitations of faith when one of their own falls under the influence of a radical 
church. Set over the course of one year and beautifully evoking the change of seasons, 
Little Faith is a powerful and deeply affecting intergenerational novel about family and 
community, the ways in which belief is both formed and shaken, and the lengths we go  
to protect our own.” Deb and I attended a webinar with this author and are now really 
looking forward to reading this selection! Grab a copy and join our discussion, if you 
like.

Coming Events
February 22 @ 7 p.m. Book Club Little Faith by Nickolas Butler 

March 2 @ 6 p.m. Take it Tuesday Salt Dough Easter Eggs
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Happy 60th Birthday!
Happy 60th birthday on Feburary 8 to our favorite 
farmer. The dad jokes are strong with this one! We love 
you more than you will ever know. 

Love, 
The wife, kids 
& grandkids

 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Pocahontas 
County is making Childcare a Priority!  
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Pocahontas County has chosen to make 
quality, accessible and affordable child care our COVID-19 recovery priority. We 
understand that 2020 was an incredibly hard year for many of us and child care saw 
many challenges. We are here to help and be a support system for child care providers 
and families in our communities. We want to know the challenges you face firsthand and 
understand how we move forward together now and after the pandemic.  

If you are a child care provider in one of our Pocahontas County communities, please tell 
us who you are and how we can best communicate with you. Contact the Pocahontas 
County ISU Extension and Outreach Office at 712-335-3103, send us an Email at 
xpocahontas@iastate.edu or mail us a letter to 305 N Main St. Pocahontas, IA 50574.  

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement 
or accommodation inquiries, go to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext. 
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This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Sunday: February 7, 2021
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
9:15 AM ~ Adult SS
9:30 AM ~ Youth SS
10:30 AM ~ Worship w/Communion
NO Laurens Area Youth Group

Tuesday: February 9, 2021
8:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at Bethany

Wednesday: February 10, 2021
7:00 PM ~ Council Mtg.

Worship, Love, Accept~Together
 in Christ’s Name

This Week at First 
Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Sunday, Feb. 7   
10:30 a.m. - Worship 

Resurrection of Our Lord Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF

MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass as scheduled in the weekly bulletin
Saturday at 5:00 PM and Sunday at 10:30 AM
Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm at Resurrection

This Week at 
Laurens Unit-
ed Methodist 
Church
Pastor Ed Frank

Sun., Feb. 7:
Sunday school @ 9:15 a.m.
NO Fellowship Coffee
In-person worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Private baptism of Adeline Grace 
Hertz @ 1 p.m.

New Hope Baptist 
Church
202 Byron St, Laurens

New Hope Baptist Church invites 
you to join us for Sunday School at 
10 a.m. and our Worship Service at 
11 a.m. Additionally all are welcome 
to attend our weekly Bible Study held 
each Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m.
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Preserve Summer Bounty with 
Preserve the Taste of Summer 
Virtual Courses
Spring is coming and many families are planning their gardens. Preserving 
your garden’s summer bounty is a great way to enjoy your home-grown 
produce year round – as long as you don’t serve food borne illness, like 
botulism, with your home preserved foods, say nutrition and wellness 
specialists with Iowa State University Extension and Outreach.
     “Home food preservation is not difficult, but it does require following 
specific directions exactly,” said Holly Van Heel, nutrition and wellness 
specialist. “Ignoring recommended procedures can result in home canned 
products that will make you, your family and friends very ill.”
     To help Iowans safely preserve foods, ISU Extension and Outreach 
is hosting several virtual Preserve the Taste of Summer (PTTS) courses 
starting on February 16th and continuing to June 2nd.   The PTTS 101 
course is a general overview that highlights the key information Iowans 
need to know to get started preserving food at home.  The PTTS Jam 
Making Basics and PTTS Salsa Making Basics will provide in-depth 
information on safely preserving jams, jellies and salsas respectively.  Each 
PTTS course is 1 hour and free to registrants.  
     PTTS classes will be hosted numerous dates and times between 
February and June. To register, go to https://extension.iastate.edu/
humansciences/preserve-taste-summer
     The scheduled dates and times are:
PTTS 101: 
Tuesday, February 16, 6:30–7:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 25, 6:30–7:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 15, 10-11 a.m. and 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, May 18, 10-11 a.m. and 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
PTTS: Jam Making Basics
Thursday, April 29, 6:30 – 7:30 pm
Thursday, May 20, 6:30 – 7:30 pm
PTTS:  Salsa Making Basics
Tuesday, May 4, 6:30 – 7:30 pm
Wednesday, June 2, 6:30 – 7:30 pm
     For more information, contact any of the following nutrition and 
wellness program specialists.
     Jill Weber, jrweber@iastate.edu, Black Hawk County, 319-234-6811.
     Kelsey Salow, ksalow@iastate.edu, Delaware County, 563-927-4201.
     Holly VanHeel, vanheel@iastate.edu, Webster County, 515-576-2119.
     Renee Sweers, rsweers@iastate.edu, Woodbury County, 712-870-3037.

Extension News

Prepare Livestock for 
Cold Weather
The colder temperatures of the winter season are on 
the way and livestock producers should make sure their 
animals are well cared for.
     Access to clean water, ample feed and a well-
maintained shelter, windbreak or facility are common 
requirements for all livestock during cold weather.
     Chris Rademacher, extension swine veterinarian and 
associate director of the Iowa Pork Industry Center at 
Iowa State University, said the biggest thing with swine 
is to make sure they are warm, dry and draft-free.
     This time of year is a good time to check for cracks or 
crevices in the doors, walls or curtains. Pigs will naturally 
huddle together to stay warm, but drafts can affect this 
behavior.
     “One of the biggest objectives in modern swine 
housing during the winter months is to ensure that the 
building’s ventilation system is working properly,” said 
Rademacher. “In the winter season, the goal is to keep 
the building warm, while using the minimum amount of 
ventilation to exhaust the gases and excess moisture.”
     Grant Dewell, extension beef veterinarian at Iowa 
State, said cattle are usually cold tolerant but extreme 
temperatures are still dangerous.
     Windbreaks, extra bedding and feed are a critical 
strategy to ensure the cows are still maintaining a healthy 
body temperature. It also is beneficial to feed at a certain 
time of day.
     Feeding cows in the late afternoon will help them 
get through cold overnight temperatures as rumen 
heat production peaks about six hours after being fed. 
During periods of continual cold weather, cows will 
need approximately an extra pound of corn for every 10 
degrees Fahrenheit of cold stress below 20 F.
     This is also a good time to check that waterers are 
working correctly.
     Cooler winters are sometimes favored by livestock 
producers, compared to volatile freeze-thaw cycles, but 
subzero temperatures can make for extra work, and stress 
on animals. Younger and thin livestock are often most 
susceptible, and the cold stress can cause increased issues 
with production, and overall animal health.
     When in doubt, work with your nutritionist or 
veterinarian to ensure the welfare of your livestock 
and your operation. Additional information for cattle 
producers is also available in the January edition of the 
"Growing Beef Newsletter."
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Wellness 
Resources 
Available for 
Farm Families
If farming is your livelihood, then 
free wellness resources are available to 
you during these continuing tough 
times. Pre-paid, ongoing wellness 
coaching and counseling services 
are now available to all Iowa farm 
families. Families can get confidential 
support for a variety of life events via 
phone, text, live chat, video or app 
— in addition to existing sources of 
24/7 help.
     Coaching and counseling will be 
provided through Personal Assistance 
Services, which has been engaged 
to deliver its wide range of services 
directly to Iowa farm families. 
Farm Foundation, an accelerator of 
practical solutions for agriculture, 
obtained funding to create a program 
that will provide access to contracted, 
top-quality televideo and telephonic 
counseling and other resources 
to farm families free of charge. In 
partnership with Farm Foundation, 
Iowa State University Extension and 
Outreach is raising awareness about 
the new services, which complement 
those already available to Iowa farm 
families. The resulting Iowa Farm 
Family Wellness Alliance hopes to 
grow its impact over time, bringing 
important wellness resources to 
even more families across Iowa and 
beyond.
     “Farm families face extraordinary 
challenges. As rural entrepreneurs, 

Extension News

they don’t always have easy access 
to the resources they might need,” 
said Shari Rogge-Fidler, Farm 
Foundation president and CEO. 
“We are pleased to bring a coalition 
of partners together to provide direct 
help, and to be working with ISU 
Extension and Outreach to get the 
word out to Iowa farm families that 
these valuable, pre-paid services are 
available to them.”
     Through one-on-one 
intervention, PAS professionals are 
available to help all generations of 
farm families with a wide variety 
of life challenges, including: health 
and nutrition; tobacco cessation; 
organization and time management; 
career and retirement planning; 
child care and elder care; anxiety, 
depression, stress, addictions, 
substance use and more.
     The new services complement 
those already available through the 
Iowa Concern resource, which has 
been offered through ISU Extension 
and Outreach since 1985.
     “For over 35 years, Iowans 
across the state have depended on 
Iowa Concern for free education, 
referrals and other support from 
ISU Extension and Outreach 
professionals to handle questions 
relating to stress, financial concerns, 
legal rights and disaster recovery,” 
said John Lawrence, vice president 
for extension and outreach. “We are 
excited that now many farm families 
have access to additional support in 
the form of ongoing counseling and 
coaching.”
     Iowa Concern continues to be 
available to all Iowans by calling 
1-800-447-1985. Families wishing to 

take advantage of the newly available 
pre-paid, ongoing coaching and 
counseling services through PAS can 
get started by calling 1-833-999-
FARM (3276) or visiting the PAS 
website.
     The Iowa Farm Family Wellness 
Alliance is a cooperative effort 
between Farm Foundation, Iowa 
State University Extension and 
Outreach and other supporters 
to bring a wide range of wellness 
services to Iowa farm families. Free 
education and referral services are 
provided statewide through the 
Iowa State University Extension and 
Outreach Iowa Concern resource by 
calling 1-800-447-1985.
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Subscribe and 
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Farm Bill Educational Meetings for Ag Producers offered in 
February-March
Producers and landowners can hear about options ahead of the March 15 deadline

Iowa producers have until March 15, 2021 to make their annual election for Price Loss Coverage or Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (at the individual or county levels) under the 2018 Farm Bill.
     This annual decision impacts the 2021 crop year, consistent with the 2018 Farm Bill. Similar annual decisions, for 
the 2022 and 2023 crops, will coincide with the final two years of the bill.
     In order to help Iowans understand their options for 2021, Iowa State University Extension and Outreach will hold 
in-person meetings throughout Northwest Iowa in February through early-March, as well as offer virtual webinars for 
those who cannot attend in person. 
     “The key decision is between Price Loss Coverage and Agriculture Risk Coverage (county or individual),” said Gary 
Wright, farm management specialist with ISU Extension and Outreach. “A farmer’s choices will depend on the type of 
operation, where located, and their price outlook.”
     Wright explained that PLC payments are triggered when the marketing year average price falls below the reference 
prices of $3.70 per bushel for corn and $8.40 per bushel for soybeans. Whereas, ARC-CO payments are triggered 
when actual county revenue for the crop is less than the guarantee. Wright says current USDA projections for 2021 are 
close to $4 per bushel for corn and $10.55 per bushel for soybeans. 
     Ag producers and landowners are encouraged to be proactive and attend an in-person or virtual session if they have 
questions about their options. In order to properly mitigate COVID-19 risks, pre-registration is required, and a fee 
may be assessed. Sessions will be one-hour in length, with additional time for questions at the end. 
     Current in-person meetings are scheduled as follows:
   • Feb. 17, 5:30 p.m., Expo Center, 310 NE 1st St., Pocahontas; Preregister to 712-335-3103.
   • Feb. 23, 9:30 a.m., ISU Extension and Outreach Cherokee County Office, 209 Centennial Dr., Cherokee; 
Preregister to 712-225-6196.
   • Feb. 24, 9:30 a.m., Prairie Lakes AEA Building, 824 Flindt Dr., Storm Lake; Preregister to 712-732-5056. 
   • March 1, 2:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m., Le Mars Convention Center, 251 12th St. SE, Le Mars; Preregister to 712-546-
7835.
   • March 2, 5:30 p.m., Dordt University Ag Stewardship Center, 3648 US 75, Sioux Center; Preregister to 712-737-
4230.
   • March 4, 1:00 p.m., Immanuel Lutheran, 409 N. 6th St., Estherville; Preregister to 712-362-3434
   • March 9, 9:30 a.m., Community Room, Dickinson County Fairgrounds, 1602 15th St., Spirit Lake; Preregister to 
712-336-3488. 
   • March 11, 9:30 a.m., Grace United Methodist Church, 311 2nd Ave. W, Spencer; Pre-register to 712-262-2264.
     If you would prefer to attend a virtual learning session, visit the Ag Decision Maker Farm Bill information and 
resources webpage at https://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/info/farmbill.html. Additional questions can be directed 
to Gary Wright at 712-223-1574 or gdwright@iastate.edu. 
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Iowa Farm and Rural Life Poll Shows Farmers' Beliefs on 
Climate Change Are Shifting
Climate change is impacting Iowa agriculture and negative impacts are expected to increasingly threaten agricultural productivity in the 
state. There are many ways, however, that farmers and landowners can increase the resiliency of production systems, reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, and even capture carbon.
     The 2020 Iowa Farm and Rural Life Poll survey explored farmers’ perspectives on climate change and ways that farmers can address 
its impacts on agriculture. The project is supported by Iowa State University Extension and Outreach and the Iowa Agriculture and 
Home Economics Experiment Station.
     “We’ve asked questions about climate change three times over the last decade, so we can now look at changes in perspectives over 
time,” said project director J. Arbuckle, professor and extension sociologist at Iowa State University.
     According to the poll, also known as the Farm Poll, farmers’ climate change beliefs shifted substantially between 2011 and 2020. In 
2020, 81% of farmers indicated that climate change is occurring, up from 68% in 2011. That number is higher than for the general 
public in Iowa, which recent research shows is 67%.
     Half of farmers indicated that they believe that extreme weather will become more frequent in the future. Over half reported that 
they are concerned about the potential impacts of climate change on their farm operations; an increase from 35% in 2011. Nearly 60% 
agreed that they should take steps to protect the land they farm from increased precipitation.
     “Farmers have experienced a lot of extreme weather since 2011, from droughts to extreme wet, and it’s likely that’s driving some of 
the changes in perspectives,” said Arbuckle. “Of course, farmers are closer to the weather than most folks, and that extreme weather can 
really make it difficult to plant, raise and harvest high-quality crops.”
     Many soil and water conservation practices can help to make farm operations more resilient in the face of climate change, and the 
Farm Poll survey asked farmers whether they had made management changes in response to weather variability and its impacts. Most 
farmers reported multiple adaptation actions. The most prevalent was scouting for pests and disease, with 52% of farmers reporting a 
moderate or major increase in that activity. 
     Increased use of many recommended conservation practices was common, with 43% reporting increases in use of no-till and 22% 
reporting an increase in use of cover crops. On the down side, 32% reported increased use of pesticides.
     “Soil and water conservation practices, especially those that reduce erosion or increase organic matter and water infiltration and 
holding capacity, make farms more resilient,” Arbuckle said. “They protect the soil from extreme rains, and help crops cope better with 
dry spells.”
     It is increasingly recognized that agriculture can play an important role in combating climate change. Through practices such as 
no-till and cover crops, carbon can be captured and stored in the soil, reducing atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide while 
simultaneously building soil health and resilience.
     “A lot of work is going into development of programs and markets to help farmers make ‘carbon farming’ a part of their farm 
enterprises, so we put a question about that in the survey,” said Arbuckle. “Thirty-seven percent of farmers agreed that such initiatives 
should be pursued, compared to 17% who disagreed.”
     The results showed that nearly half were uncertain, which Arbuckle said makes sense given that such programs are hypothetical at 
this point.
     “To me these results signal an openness to strategies that help make individual farms more sustainable while also addressing the 
climate crisis,” Arbuckle said. “Iowa’s dominant cropping systems face a lot of sustainability challenges. Income from carbon capture 
could be a great step in several right directions.”
     The most recent poll was published in December 2020 and is available online at the ISU Extension Store.
The Iowa Farm and Rural Life Poll survey has been conducted since 1982, and is the longest-running survey of its kind in the nation. 
Questionnaires were mailed in February and March 2020, and 1,059 farmers responded to the statewide survey.
     Other topics include quality of life and farm financial well-being, economic and policy dimensions of commodity production, 
awareness of and interest in prairie strips, use of communications technology, and well water testing. View the full 2020 Farm Poll and 
previous years’ polls online. J. Arbuckle can be reached at 515-294-1497 or arbuckle@iastate.edu.

Extension News
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STEM Scale-
Up Program 
Application Open 
for 2021-2022 
Academic Year
The Iowa Governor’s STEM 
Advisory Council is accepting 
applications for the STEM Scale-
Up Program. The program provides 
STEM educational opportunities 
to approximately one-fifth of Iowa 
students each year, bringing some 
of the nation’s best STEM lessons, 
labs, kits, software and professional 
development to PreK-12 students 
and educators in-school, afterschool 
and in other educational settings, 
especially targeting those most in 
need. The application period for the 
STEM Scale-Up Program closes on 
March 5.
     The program invites educators 
to provide hands-on STEM units 
covering topics such as robotics, 
coding, engineering design, 
agriculture, animal science and 
more. Students who participate in 
the STEM Scale-Up Program have 
a proven success rate of performing 
better on the Iowa Statewide 
Assessment of Student Progress as 
well as more positive attitudes about 
STEM study and careers, compared 
to students who did not receive 
STEM Scale-Up programming.  
     “We cast a net across the country 
for top STEM programs and this 

Extension News

year reeled in over 100 proposals 
– the most ever,” said Jeff Weld, 
executive director of the Governor’s 
STEM Advisory Council. “The 
council’s intent in designing this 
program eight years ago was to assure 
that every young Iowan finishes 
second to no one when it comes to 
STEM education and, with the 12 
selected Scale-Up programs debuting 
on Jan. 11, we fulfill their intent.”
     In making selections for 
the 2021 menu, trained expert 
reviewers weighed evidence of effect, 
diversity impact, cost benefit ratio, 
sustainability, Iowa Core alignment 
and more. The council’s executive 
committee considered additional 
factors including coverage across 
science, technology, engineering, 
math, and PreK through 12, as 
well as Iowa-specific priorities such 
as career awareness, computation, 
agriculture and more. The result is 
the following 12 programs selected 
for the 2021-2022 academic year 
to be offered to PreK-12 educators 
across Iowa:
   • Codejoy Computational 
Thinking in Action with Micro:bit.
   • DreamBox Learning Math.
   • Fierce and Fearless STEAM 
Teacher Training.
   • FIRST LEGO League Explore.
   • Ioponics.
   • Light and Shadow.
   • Nepris.
   • Project Lead the Way Medical 
Detectives.
   • SoapyCilantro.
   • Storytime STEM-packs.
   • Teaching Energy Transformations 

and Energy Sources.
   • VEX IQ.
     The award recipients will be 
announced in April. Visit www.
iowastem.org/scale-up-application 
for more information on the 2021-
2022 STEM Scale-Up Programs.  
     About the Iowa Governor’s 
STEM Advisory Council. 
Established in July 2011 via 
Governor’s Executive Order, the Iowa 
Governor’s STEM Advisory Council 
is a public-private partnership of 
educators, companies and Iowa 
students and families addressing 
policies and programs designed to 
improve Iowa’s educational system 
focused on science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics, 
also known as STEM. The STEM 
Council works to engage and prepare 
students for a career-ready workforce 
path, regain our state’s historic 
leadership position in education 
and provide a vital competitive 
economic advantage now, and for 
the future, to ensure that every Iowa 
student has access to world-class 
STEM education opportunities. The 
58-member STEM Council is co-
chaired by Governor Kim Reynolds. 
For more information, visit https://
iowastem.gov/.
     Iowa State University hosts the 
North Central Iowa STEM hub.
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           January 25, 2021 
 
The Utility Board of Trustees of Laurens, Iowa met in regular session at the Municipal Building, 272 N. 
Third Street, Laurens, Iowa, at 11:30 a.m. on the above date.  Present were Trustees Richard Main, 
Jerry Runneberg, and Ben Storms.  Also present was General Manager Chad Cleveland. 
 
Motion by Trustee Storms and seconded by Trustee Runneberg to approve the agenda for the January 
25, 2021 regular meeting.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Storms to appoint Trustee Richard Main as 
Chairman, Trustee Ben Storms as Chairman Pro Tem, Chad Cleveland as Board Secretary, and 
Trustees Main, Runneberg, Storms and Secretary Cleveland to the Investment Committee.  Ayes:  All.  
Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Trustee Storms and seconded by Trustee Runneberg to approve the minutes of the 
December 28, 2020 Board meeting.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Storms to approve the summary of receipts for 
December 2020 in the amount of $415,925.99 and the list of expenses for December 2020 in the 
amount of $295,479.26.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Summary of Receipts 
A/R – Electric      $ 273,088.22 
A/R – Communications    $   76,257.69 
Merchandise/Services – Electric   $     6,342.50 
Merchandise/Services – Communications   $        222.00 
Carrier Access Fees – Communications  $     7,312.03 
LIHEAP Energy Assistance – Electric  $     9,040.00 
Deposits – Electric     $     1,280.21 
Deposits – Internet     $        275.00 
Deposits – Cable TV     $        220.00 
Interest Income – Electric    $        750.00 
Marathon Energy Sales – Electric   $   12,736.93 
E911 Fees – Telephone    $        643.26 
Tower Lease – Communications   $     1,200.00 
Attachment H Revenues – Electric   $   24,103.31 
Miscellaneous – Electric     $     2,246.88 
Miscellaneous – Cable TV    $          11.96 
Miscellaneous – Telephone    $          36.00 
Meeting Expense Refund – Internet   $          71.50 
Meeting Expense Refund – Telephone  $          39.00 
Meeting Expense Refund – Cable TV  $          19.50 
Office Phones – Electric     $          30.00 
Total Cash Receipts     $ 415,925.99 
 
Electric Receipts     $ 329,618.05 
Communications Receipts    $   86,307.94 
Total Cash Receipts     $ 415,925.99 
 
List of Expenses 
A & M Laundry     Dust Mops & Mats   $            42.64 
Advanced Control Systems    SCADA System Support  $       1,237.02 
AFLAC       Employee Contributions  $          245.80 
Ahlers & Cooney     Legal Fees/FTTH Project  $       1,382.50 
Alliant Energy       Natural Gas    $          689.80 
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Aureon       CALEA/SS7/Switching/Transport $          533.37 
Avesis       Group Vision Insurance  $          108.48 
B&K Embroidery     Company Clothing/Embroidery $            84.42 
Bailey, David      Company Clothing/Protective Boots $          312.62 
Bankers Trust      Bond Payment Service Charge $          250.00 
Big 10 Network     Programming Fees   $          525.38 
Century Link Access     Access/Transport Fees  $          554.24 
Century Link Lexcis     Directory Listings   $            29.34 
Cleveland, Chad     Meeting Expense   $            44.85 
Consortia Consulting     Consulting Contract   $       1,070.00 
Counsel      Lanier Copier Support   $            41.99 
Crystal Clear Communications   Website Updates   $          245.00 
Customers      Deposit/Credit Refunds  $            61.42 
Department of Energy     WAPA Power Bill   $     31,086.39 
DGR Engineering     Marathon Rate Calculations  $       2,160.00 
Echo Group      Tower Light Bulbs   $          218.53 
Employee Benefit Systems    Self-Funding – Administration  $          120.00 
Fox Sports Net North     Programming Fees   $       1,380.93 
Gray Television Group    Programming Fees   $          667.50 
Hearst Television     Programming Fees   $       1,218.28 
High Plains Business Forms    Envelopes    $          857.63 
ICMA RC      Employee Contributions  $          800.00 
Internal Revenue Service    Payroll Taxes    $       7,223.17 
Internal Revenue Service    Excise Tax Penalty 9/30/19  $            87.89 
Interstate TRS Fund     TRS Fund Assessment  $          213.95 
Iowa Department of Revenue    Sales Tax    $       6,669.00 
Iowa Department of Revenue    State Withholding   $       1,242.00 
Iowa One Call      Locates    $            31.50 
Iowa Public Employees Retirement System  IPERS Contributions   $       4,775.58 
KTIV-TV      Programming Fees   $          798.00 
Laurens, City of     Utility Billing    $     97,738.05 
Laurens Food Pride     Supplies    $          188.71 
Laurens House of Print    Meter Record Pads   $          104.33 
Laurens Municipal Power & Communications Communications Bill   $          119.80 
Laurens Municipal Utilities    Utility Bill    $          199.34 
Laurens Plumbing     Supplies    $            20.32 
Laurens State Bank     Service Charges   $            29.82 
Long Lines      Communication Services  $       9,561.24 
Main, Richard      Trustee Fees    $          720.00 
Merchant Bankcard     Credit Card Processing Fees  $          530.63 
National Cable Television Cooperative  Programming Fees   $     13,541.78 
Nexstar Broadcasting     Programming Fees   $       1,186.36 
NIMECA      Power Bill    $     62,689.13 
Oakhill Consulting     FTTH Project    $          924.00 
Office Elements     Office Supplies   $          234.16 
Payroll       Salaried, Hourly & Overtime  $     20,889.44 
PLIC-SBD Grand Island    Life/Disability Insurance  $          497.84 
Pocahontas County E911    E911 Fees    $       1,220.58 
Pop Media      Programming Fees   $            45.22 
Pro Cooperative     Fuel/Diesel    $       3,310.58 
R&D Industries     Network Support   $          725.75 
Richardson’s Service     Vehicle Maintenance   $            79.99 
Runneberg, Jerry     Trustee Fees    $          720.00 
Sonksen, Karla     Supplies    $              9.47 
Spencer Municipal Utilities    Transport Fees   $          660.75 
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Storms, Ben      Trustee Fees    $          720.00 
T & R Service Company    PCB Lab Testing   $          470.00 
Tegna       Programming Fees   $       1,383.20 
US Card Systems     Credit Card Terminal Lease  $            29.95 
Visa       Company Clothing   $          230.69 
Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield   Group Health Insurance  $       8,888.36 
Zcorum      Cable Modem Provisioning  $          800.55 
       Total Expenses   $   295,479.26 
 
Electric Expenses   $   224,795.56 
Communications Expenses  $     70,683.70 
Total Expenses   $   295,479.26 
 
Trustees reviewed the Utility Funds Report, Balance Sheet, and Income Statement for December 2020.  
No specific action was taken. 
 
Trustee Runneberg introduced the following Resolution entitled “RESOLUTION NAMING 
DEPOSITORIES” and moved for adoption.  Trustee Storms seconded the motion to adopt.  The roll 
was called, and the vote was:  Ayes:  Main, Runneberg, and Storms.  Nays:  None. 
 
Chairman Main declared the following Resolution duly adopted: 
 

RESOLUTION NAMING DEPOSITORIES 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Utility Board of Trustees of the City of Laurens, Iowa approves the following 
list of financial institutions to be depositories of the Laurens Municipal Light and Power Plant and the 
Laurens Municipal Broadband Communications Utility. 
 
DEPOSITORY NAME    LOCATION   MAXIMUM BALANCE 
Laurens State Bank    Laurens, Iowa    $15,000,000 
West Iowa Bank    Laurens, Iowa    $  5,000,000 
Iowa Public Agency Investment Trust West Des Moines, Iowa  $  5,000,000 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board Secretary, Board Chairman, Board Chairman Pro Tem, 
Accounting/Billing Clerk and Customer Service/Billing Clerk are hereby authorized to deposit Utility 
funds in amounts not to exceed the maximum approved for each financial institution. 
 
Adopted this 25th day of January 2021. 
          Richard Main 
          Chairman, Board of Trustees 
ATTEST: Chad Cleveland 
  Secretary, Board of Trustees 
 
The Board reviewed the current Investment Policy.  No specific action was taken. 
 
Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Storms to approve the “New Home Cash 
Incentive Program” for calendar year 2021.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Board Trustee Storms introduced the following Resolution entitled “RESOLUTION APPROVING 
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT AND BOND” and moved its adoption.  Board Trustee Runneberg 
seconded the motion to adopt.  The roll was called, and the vote was:  Ayes:  Main, Runneberg, and 
Storms.  Nays:  None. 
 
Chairman Main declared the following Resolution duly adopted: 
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RESOLUTION APPROVING CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT AND BOND 
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC UTILITY OF 
THE CITY OF LAURENS, IOWA: 
 
That the construction contract and bond executed and insurance coverage for the construction of 
certain public improvements described in general as LAURENS MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC UTILITY 2021 
FTTH PROJECT, and as described in detail in the plans and specifications heretofore approved, and 
which have been signed by the Chairman and Secretary on behalf of the City be and the same are 
hereby approved as follows: 
 
 Contractor:  MP Nexlevel, LLC of Maple Lake, MN 
 Date of Contract: December 28, 2020 
 Bond Surety:  Pacific Indemnity Company 
 Date of Bond:  January 8, 2021 
 Portion of Project: Construction Labor 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED this 25th day of January 2021. 
 
          Richard Main   
          Chairman, Board of Trustees 
ATTEST: Chad Cleveland 

Secretary, Board of Trustees 
 
Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Storms to approve Change Order No. 1 for the 
Laurens Municipal Electric Utility 2021 FTTH Project.  The contract sum will be increased by this 
change order in the amount of $20,808.00.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Board Trustee Storms introduced the following resolution entitled "RESOLUTION APPROVING 
ELECTRONIC BIDDING PROCEDURES AND OFFICIAL STATEMENT” and moved that the resolution 
be adopted.  Board Trustee Runneberg seconded the motion to adopt.  The roll was called, and the 
vote was:  Ayes:  Main, Runneberg, and Storms.  Nays:  None. 
 
Chairman Main declared the following Resolution duly adopted: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING ELECTRONIC BIDDING PROCEDURES 
AND OFFICIAL STATEMENT 

 
WHEREAS, in conjunction with its Municipal Advisor, Public Financial Advisors LLC, the Board 

has caused an Official Statement to be prepared outlining the details of the proposed sale of the Notes. 
 

WHEREAS, the Board has received information from its Municipal Advisor evaluating and 
recommending the procedure hereinafter described for electronic, facsimile and internet bidding to 
maintain the integrity and security of the competitive bidding process and to facilitate the delivery of 
bids by interested parties; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board deems it in the best interests of the City and the residents thereof to 
receive bids to purchase such Notes by means of both sealed and electronic internet communication. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES OF THE CITY OF LAURENS, STATE OF IOWA: 
 

Section 1.  That the preliminary Official Statement in the form presented to this meeting be and 
the same hereby is approved as to form and deemed final for purposes of Rule 15c2-12 of the 
Securities and Exchange Commission, subject to such revisions, corrections or modifications as the 
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Chairperson and Secretary, upon the advice of bond counsel and the Board's Municipal Advisor, shall 
determine to be appropriate, and is authorized to be distributed in connection with the offering of the 
Notes for sale. 
 

Section 2.  That the receipt of electronic bids by facsimile machine and through the PARITY® 
Competitive Bidding System described in the Official Statement are hereby found and determined to 
provide reasonable security and to maintain the integrity of the competitive bidding process, and to 
facilitate the delivery of bids by interested parties in connection with the offering at public sale. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 25th day of January 2021. 
 
          Richard Main   
          Chairman, Board of Trustees 
ATTEST: Chad Cleveland 

Secretary, Board of Trustees 
 
Discussion was held on offering a discount to customers who utilize our auto bank pay or ACH service.  
We currently have 245 customers using our ACH service.  The Trustees were not in favor of offering a 
discount for ACH.  No specific action was taken. 
 
The General Manager provided the Trustees a copy of the written Energy Efficiency Rebate Program 
for calendar year 2021.  This written program will soon be available to review on the Utility website:  
www.lmpc-ia.com. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
          Richard Main   
          Chairman, Board of Trustees 
ATTEST: Chad Cleveland 

Secretary, Board of Trustees 
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