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Record 16 Wayne State Seniors Earn NSIC Myles Brand 
All-Academic With Distinction Award - Kenzie Sullivan 
Among Recipients 

Wayne State College saw a record 16 seniors honored with the 12th annual NSIC 
Myles Brand All-Academic with Distinction Award announced by the league 
office in Burnsville, M. The honor, named for the late NCAA President Dr. Myles 
Brand, is bestowed to senior NSIC student-athletes who have a cumulative grade 
point average of 3.75 or higher and are exhausting their eligibility and on track to 
graduate.
     The 16 seniors from Wayne State that earned the honor represented seven 
different sports. Volleyball had four recipients, Women's basketball had three 
honorees, Men’s baseball had two, two honorees from Women’s softball, two with 
Men's Cross Country/ Track and Field, one honoree in Soccer and two honorees 
from Women's Track and Field one being Laurens Native, Kenzie Sullivan.
     A record total 227 student athletes from the 16 institutions in the Northern 
Sun Intercollegiate Conference will receive the award in its 12th year.  Each student 
athlete will be recognized by the NSIC with a certificate of achievement and a wrist 
watch.  The Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference is a 16-team, 18-sport NCAA 
Division II Conference with teams located 

in Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota and South Dakota.
     Kenzie Sullivan, a Laurens Native, is a Senior at Wayne State studying Business 
Administration, concentration in Marketing with a minor in Online & Social 
Media. Kenzie is a member of the track team, throwing discus, weight throw, 
hammer and shot put.
     Kenzie is the daughter of Patrick & Laurie Sullivan and is a 2017 graduate of 
Laurens-Marathon.

Congratulations, Kenzie!
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USDA Extends Application Deadline for the Quality Loss 
Adjustment Program
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is extending the deadline from March 5 to April 9 for agricultural 
producers to apply for the Quality Loss Adjustment (QLA) Program because of recent winter storms and some 
clarifications to program rules. This program assists producers, including those here in Iowa who suffered crop 
quality losses due to qualifying 2018 and 2019 natural disasters. 
     “Because of recent winter storms and some program updates, we want to provide five additional weeks for 
producers to apply for the program,” said Zach Ducheneaux, Administrator of the Farm Service Agency (FSA).  
“I want to make sure eligible producers have the opportunity to apply and to work with our team members to 
help with any questions. We recently clarified policy to ensure producers who sold grain to the feed market due to 
quality issues are adequately compensated.”
      About the Program. The QLA program assists producers whose eligible crops suffered quality losses due to 
qualifying drought, excessive moisture, flooding, hurricanes, snowstorms, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, or 
wildfires. 
Eligible crops include those for which federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) coverage is available, except for grazed crops and value loss crops, such as honey, maple sap, aquaculture, 
floriculture, mushrooms, ginseng root, ornamental nursery, Christmas trees, and turfgrass sod. Additionally, crops 
that were sold or fed to livestock or that are in storage may be eligible.
     Assistance is available in counties that received a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or Secretarial 
Disaster Designation, or for drought, a county rated by the U.S. Drought monitor as having a D3 (extreme 
drought) or higher. Producers in counties that did not receive a qualifying declaration or designation may still 
apply but must also provide supporting documentation.
     FSA will issue payments once the application period ends. If the total amount of calculated QLA payments 
exceeds available program funding, payments will be prorated.
     More Information. FSA began accepting applications on January 6 and has received more than 8,100 
applications so far. 
To apply, contact your local USDA Service Center. Additional information is also available at farmers.gov/quality-
loss. Producers can also obtain one-on-one support with applications by calling 877-508-8364. 
     While USDA offices are currently closed to visitors because of the pandemic, Service Center staff continue to 
work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. To conduct business, please contact 
your local USDA Service Center. Additionally, more information related to USDA’s response and relief for 
producers can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.
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At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
March 10, 2021 

Goodness, has March come in like a lamb, or what?! I am loving the warm 
temperatures and sunshine, but it makes me leery of what the end of the 
month will bring! But maybe that’s just an old wives’ tale and not going to 
happen this year. 
     The warmer temps and longer daylight hours make it seem like time to 
start planning for summer reading. This year’s theme is “Reading Colors Your 
World!” A lot of the artwork is by Oliver Jeffers, the illustrator for the book 
“The Day the Crayons Quit” so you know it’s fun, bright, and of course, 
colorful! We are planning for in-person story times in the library. Of course 
we  have to have backup plans. Plan B is to do them outdoors, Plan C is to 
go online again. Here’s hoping Plan A works out this year!
     New fiction this week includes: Win (print and CD audio) by Harlan 
Coben, Meant to Be by Jude Devereaux, Send for Me by Lauren Fox and A 
Matter of Life and Death by Phillip Margolin. Dog lovers will want to read 
our new nonfiction selection, When Harry Met Minnie: A True Story of Love 
and Friendship by Martha Teichner.
     March Book Club is This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger. Our 
catalog describes it like this, "The acclaimed author of Ordinary Grace crafts 
a powerful novel about an orphan's life-changing adventure traveling down 
America's great rivers during the Great Depression, seeking both a place to 
call home and a sense of purpose in a world sinking into despair" I started 
listening to the audiobook the other day, but have switched to the print book 
when I got home. But all of a sudden I’m wondering if I could listen to it 
while doing a jigsaw puzzle! Read it (or listen to it) even if you don’t plan to 
join us for the discussion! Our group meets Monday, March 22 at 7 p.m. We 
mask and social distance, so we often have to use our nonlibrary voices! We’d 
love to have you join us.

Coming Events
March 22 @ 7 p.m. Book Club This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger 

April 6 @ 6 p.m. Take it Tuesday Springy craft
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John Hinn Passes
John Hinn passed away February 
26, 2021. He was surrounded by 
Family and Friends. John was born 
and raised in Laurens IA. John loved 
Laurens and worked as a Lifeguard at 
the pool, was a baseball pitcher, and 
was active in school activities. He 
owned an operated Hinn’s Super Valu 
Store in Laurens and Estherville. He 
graduated from Buena Vista college. 
John married Kathleen Mefferd on 
June 12, 1966. They were married 54 
years. They had 4 children Gretchen 
(Anthony) Lolis in New Jersey, 
Robert (Angela) Hinn, and Angela 
(Eric) Hinn Schaub. They have 10 
Grandchildren: Lucy Lolis, Callan, 
Sophie and Grace Hinn and Cade & 
Max Kuchel, Alex, Zacary, Oliver & 
Augusta Schaub. He was preceded 
in death by his daughter Heidi Hinn 
and his parents Robert Maurice & 
Irma Hinn.

Summer Help Wanted:
The City of Laurens is now taking applications for 

lifeguards, $7.25/hr first year;  pool manager, salary 
to be determined; and summer parks department 

positions, $11/hour for the first year. Applications will 
be accepted at Laurens City Hall through April 1.  

The City of Laurens is an equal opportunity employer.

Obituaries & Advertising

The City of  Laurens is taking sealed bids 
for nuisance contract work.  

Contract Bid Forms may be picked up at City Hall and 
must be received by noon on April 1.  

Any questions, please contact City Manager, 
Hilary Reed, at 712-841-4526.
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Church

This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Wednesday: March 10, 2021
6:30 PM ~ Lenten Evening Service
Council Mtg. to follow worship

Sunday: February 14, 2021
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
BEGINS
Fourth Sunday in Lent
9:15 AM ~ Adult SS
9:30 AM ~ Youth SS
10:30 AM ~ Worship
4:00 PM ~ Youth Board Mtg. at BLC
5-6:30 PM ~ Youth Group at UMC

Tuesday: March 16, 2021
8:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at Bethany

Wednesday: March 17, 2021
6:30 PM ~ Lenten Evening Service

Worship, Love, Accept~Together
 in Christ’s Name

This Week at First 
Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Sunday, March 14 
10:30 a.m. - Worship

Resurrection of Our Lord Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF

MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass as scheduled in the weekly bulletin
Saturday at 5:00 PM and Sunday at 10:30 AM
Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm at Resurrection

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Pastor Ed Frank

Thurs., March 11:
Bible Study w/ Linda Lingo @ 1 p.m. 
in the Wesley Room

Sun., March 14:
Sunday school (cherubs-adult) @ 
9:15 a.m.
Worship service @ 10:30 a.m.
Laurens Area Youth Group Board 
meeting @ 4 p.m. at BLC
Laurens Area Youth Group meeting 
5-6:30 p.m. here UMC New Hope Baptist 

Church
202 Byron St, Laurens

New Hope Baptist Church invites 
you to join us for Sunday School at 
10 a.m. and our Worship Service at 
11 a.m. Additionally all are welcome 
to attend our weekly Bible Study held 
each Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m.
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Extension News

Fly Control Strategies the 
Topic of Upcoming Dairy 
Webinar
The I-29 Moo University 2021 Dairy Webinar Series 
continues Friday, March 26 from 12 noon to 1 p.m. This 
month’s topic is fly control strategies. Dr. Roger Moon 
from Minnesota will identify common pest flies and how 
to manage them on confinement dairies.
     “Different kinds of flies can bother your cows, workers, 
and neighbors,” said Fred Hall, dairy specialist with 
ISU Extension and Outreach. “Stable flies bite, cause 
cows to bunch, reduce milk production, breed mainly 
in soiled cow and calf bedding, and pretty much stay on 
the premise. House flies breed in wetter manure, annoy 
people, and spread off premise to bother neighbors.”
     According to Hall, routine premise sprays and fogs can 
keep numbers of both kinds low in confined spaces, but 
targeted source reduction through debris management 
outdoors is a more sustainable approach. Dr. Moon will 
discuss these issues and give time for participants to ask 
him questions.
     Dr. Roger Moon retired from University of Minnesota's 
Entomology department in 2016 after 36 years of 
service in research, teaching and outreach in Veterinary 
Entomology. He continues to study and publish on the 
biology, ecology and management of filth flies and other 
arthropods that occur around livestock, wildlife, and 
people.  
     Preregistration for the webinar is required, however 
there is no registration fee. Register at https://z.umn.edu/
flycontrolstrategies.
     For more information, contact Fred M. Hall at 712-
737-4230; Jim Salfer at 320-203-6093; Tracey Erickson at 
605-882-5140; or Kim Clark at 402-350-5003.
     I-29 Moo University is a consortium of Extension 
dairy specialists from the land-grant universities in 
Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota, and South 
Dakota. The I-29 Moo University is a multi-state learning 
collaboration and connects extension dairy staff with 
the dairy community to share research, information and 
management practices through workshops, webinars, 
e-newsletters, podcasts and on-farm tours.  For more 
information about the I-29 Moo University Collaboration 
and programs visit https://dairy.unl.edu/i-29-moo-
university.

Going Forward with Drought-
Stricken Pastures
Given two years of inclement weather, cattle producers are evaluating 
pastures in order to best prepare them for the 2021 grazing season. 
ISU Extension and Outreach Beef Specialist Beth Doran offers 
guidance moving forward as the spring arrives. 
     Continue to monitor drought conditions. In Northwest Iowa, 
the outlook is for persisting drought from February 18 through May 
31. The current map (https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap.
aspx) shows drought conditions ranging from moderate to extreme 
drought. It is time to begin planning what strategies to take with 
your pastures.
     Check the forage stand for plant vigor and density. If drought 
conditions improve, consider frost seeding red clover or interseeding 
drought-tolerant species. If the plant stand is poor, it may be 
necessary to establish a new seeding. But, for any method of seeding 
to be successful, there must be sufficient and continuous moisture.
     Consider fertilization to help boost pasture grasses. Grasses 
respond well to 60-100 pounds of Nitrogen (N) per acre, as long as 
soil pH, phosphorus and potassium levels are adequate. If drought 
conditions persist, consider applying half of the N in early spring and 
the other half in August if moisture levels improve. 
     Delay turnout until the forage is 6-8 inches tall. If forage plants 
are grazed too soon, this will weaken existing plants, delay future 
growth, and increase weed competition. 
     Think about weed control. There are basically two ways to 
accomplish this – provide competition with desirable species of 
pasture plants or use chemical or mechanical control.  
     Avoid overgrazing. Move the cattle to a new pasture when the 
forage height is no shorter than 4 inches and allow a minimum of 21 
days for cool-season grasses to regrow in late spring/early summer. In 
mid-to-late summer, the number of days needed for regrowth may 
expand to 6 weeks or more.
     Consider planting summer annuals to spare pastures. ISU 
Extension’s publication, “Selecting Forage Species,” lists the 
characteristics (including drought tolerance) of various species. It 
is available for free download at https://store.extension.iastate.edu/
product/5367.
     Realize there is no magic bullet. Regardless of what is considered 
or planned, success ultimately hinges on timely rains and growing 
degree days. If drought continues, forage insurance may be warranted 
and can be purchased from a crop insurance agent.
     For more information about forages, check out the Iowa Beef 
Center at http://www.iowabeefcenter.org/forage.html.
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Monthly Dairy Webinar 
to Focus on Executive 
Analysis Reports
The Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 
Dairy Team will continue its monthly webinar 
series with a look at executive analysis reports on 
Wednesday, March 17, from noon to 1 p.m.
     Executive analysis reports are made available 
through the Dairy Herd Improvement Association, 
including the transition cow management reports and 
the udder health monitor report.
     Greg Palas, manager of support services at 
Dairy Records Management Systems at Iowa 
State University, will present the program. Palas 
will provide a hands-on webinar reviewing report 
generation and points on using the reports to tweak 
herd management.
     Fred Hall, dairy specialist with ISU Extension 
and Outreach, said executive reports are often 
underutilized despite providing valuable production 
information.
     He said producers often get accustomed to one 
or two reports, and may not realize the full breadth 
of information available. The webinar will be an 
opportunity to help producers expand their reach.
     “Like everyone, we get really accustomed to the 
one report we’re most familiar with, and hopefully 
during the webinar we’ll be able to go over some of 
the reports that maybe don’t get used to their fullest 
potential,” said Hall.
He said there is always something new for dairy 
producers to consider, even if they are already using 
executive reports.
     Producers, dairy consultants and industry 
representatives can attend the webinar at https://
iastate.zoom.us/my/dairyteamfredprogram. 
Registration is not required and participation is free.
     An archive of past dairy webinars is available on 
the ISU Extension and Outreach dairy team website.
For more information, contact Hall at 712-737-4230 
or fredhall@iastate.edu.

Corn Rootworm Management 
Webinar Is March 26
Farmers, other agricultural professionals and interested 
parties who work with corn following a previous corn crop 
can attend a corn rootworm management webinar on March 
26 at 10 a.m., hosted by Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach, the University of Illinois Extension, and the 
University of Wisconsin Extension.
     “The strong winds of last summer’s storms caused damage 
to many corn fields. Inspections of those fields revealed that 
many continuous corn fields had roots severely damaged by 
corn rootworms,” said Virgil Schmitt, field agronomist with 
ISU Extension and Outreach. “Those damaged roots have 
caused many growers, input suppliers and independent crop 
consultants to re-evaluate the corn rootworm management 
strategies in those fields.”
     Webinar topics include a background and a research 
update on corn rootworms by Erin Hodgson, professor and 
extension specialist in entomology at Iowa State.
     Other topics will include Bt resistance and corn rootworm 
management by Nick J. Seiter, assistant professor and field 
crop entomologist, University of Illinois; and diversifying 
corn rootworm management to delay Bt resistance by Bryan 
Jensen, entomologist with the Integrated Pest Management 
Program at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
     This webinar is free and open to the public and will be 
offered through ZOOM. While there is no charge to attend, 
registration is required and can be completed by going to  
https://go.wisc.edu/p8c11n.
     After registering, participants will receive an email with 
instructions and a link for joining the webinar. Participants 
may join through their web browser, mobile phone or tablet.
     They will need to download a free app prior to joining. 
Participants should join the webinar at least 15 minutes in 
advance to ensure connections and software are working 
correctly.
     For more information, questions or assistance with 
registration, contact Schmitt at 563-263-5701 or vschmitt@
isu.edu.
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The New Dietary Guidelines: Feeding Infants and Toddlers
ISU Extension and Outreach offers training for child care providers

For 40 years the Dietary Guidelines for Americans have provided science-based guidance on what to eat and drink to 
promote health, reduce risk of chronic disease and meet nutrient needs. However, for the first time the guidelines now 
include recommendations by life stage, from birth through older adulthood, note nutrition and wellness specialists with 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach.
     Each stage of life is distinct and has unique nutrition needs, which affect health and disease risk, noted Ann Parker. The 
time from birth until a child’s second birthday is a critically important period for proper growth and development.
     “Ultimately, these early experiences with food influence food and beverage choices later in life,” Parker said.  
     Introducing foods to complement breast- or bottle-feeding is particularly critical, Parker continued. Solid foods, or 
complementary feeding, should be introduced when the infant is developmentally ready. This typically occurs between four 
and six months of age, not before four or after six months of age. 
Complementary feeding sets the stage for establishing a healthy dietary pattern and transitioning to a healthy family diet by 
age two.  
     What many people don’t know is the risk for developing food allergies is also influenced by the introduction of 
complementary foods, said Sara Sprouse. Potentially allergenic foods, such as peanuts, eggs and tree nuts, should be 
introduced at the same time as other complementary foods – between four and six months.
     “There is no evidence that delaying introduction of allergenic foods, beyond when other complementary foods are 
introduced, helps prevent a food allergy,” Sprouse said.
     Child care providers may not be aware of new recommendations for introducing complementary foods in infants, Parker 
and Sprouse noted. ISU Extension and Outreach provides continuing education opportunities for child care providers and 
this spring, two training opportunities focus on food allergies and food jags.  
     Just a Bite: Managing Food Allergies in Child Care will be offered twice, March 30 and April 1 at 6:30 p.m. This 
session will focus on common food allergens for children and signs and symptoms of an allergic reaction. Nutrition and 
wellness specialists Sara Sprouse and Cathy Drost will share strategies and practical skills to provide an allergen-safe and 
healthy care environment for children. For more information or to register, contact Sprouse at sprouse@iastate.edu or 319-
293-3039 or Drost at cdrost@iastate.edu or 641-673-5841.
     I Only Want a Peanut Butter Sandwich will be offered twice, April 19 and April 21 at 6:30 p.m. Nutrition and 
wellness specialists Ann Parker and Vera Stokes will discuss eating habits that are normal for young children, strategies 
that promote healthy eating habits and how to foster pleasant mealtime experiences. Participants will learn strategies and 
practical skills to provide a healthy care environment for picky eaters. 
For more information or to register, contact Parker at aeparker@iastate.edu or 515-204-3397 or Stokes at vstokes@iastate.
edu or 563-210-0587.
     The cost is $5 per session and all child care providers in the home daycare, community daycare and pre-school settings 
are welcome to attend. All trainings are approved by the Iowa Department of Human Services and Child and Adult Care 
Food Program for Childcare Professional Development credit (2 hours). Enrollment must be completed in I-Power at 
https://ccmis.dhs.state.ia.us/TrainingRegistry/TrainingRegistry/Public/ with the fee submitted online.
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Controlling Feed 
Loss and Spoilage 
Important for 
Beef Cattle 
Production
Feed spoilage and waste obviously cost 
money, but they may have bigger impacts 
on cattle health, as well. Denise Schwab, 
beef specialist with Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach, offers these 
reminders of feed loss types, causes 
and effects and how to address possible 
challenges.
     Storage and feeding losses. Hay 
storage losses for big round bales stored 
on the ground and uncovered range from 
5-61%, while bales stored on a well-
drained base and covered with plastic or a 
tarp were only 2-17% (UW Saxe, 2007).
     Feeder style also impacts losses. A 
Michigan study showed that ring feeders 
with an elevated center cone resulted 
in 3.5% feeding loss, while stationary 
cradle feeders had 14.6% waste. However, 
feeding on the ground without any feeder 
typically ranges from 20-30% loss.
     Holmes and Muck from Wisconsin 
compared various losses in silage, 
considering filling, seepage, gas, surface 
and feedout losses. Oxygen limiting towers 
and silage bags showed the lowest losses in 
the 6-13% or 9-17% ranges. Uncovered 
stacks or bunkers were the highest with 
losses in the 34-58% and 24-43% ranges, 
with both having the highest losses from 
gas and surface.
     Also noted, feedout loss is 3-5% with 
good management on concrete floors, 
but 8-20% with earthen floor and good 
face management. With less than good 
management, as much as an additional 7% 
loss can be expected.
     Both storage and feeding losses add 
to increased feed costs for the cow herd. 
For a cow provided 40 pounds of hay at 

Extension News

$120 per ton, with 10% waste, that equals 
$7.20 per cow per month in feed loss. For 
$45 per ton silage, 10% feed loss at 50 
pounds silage consumption is $3.37 per 
cow per month in feed loss.
     Waste in mud. The effect of mud on 
energy requirements of the cow is obvious, 
but muddy conditions also have a direct 
impact on feed loss from both the feed 
storage area and the animal feeding area.
     Mud often includes manure, leading to 
a vector for diseases such as Clostridium 
perfringens (Clostridium). Contamination 
will lead to immediate feed refusal. Soiled 
feed also creates a concern for curious 
calves.
     Storage location is important for 
multiple reasons: ease of storing, ease 
of feeding, and reducing mud and soil 
contamination. The best silage and hay 
storage option is on concrete to reduce 
problems at harvest as well as at feedout.
     When concrete pads are not an option, 
choose a site that is high and dry, and 
consider adding rock or limestone to 
make a more solid base that also has good 
drainage. Avoid low areas that result in 
muddy messes when feeding out the silage 
or forage.
     Feed in contact with wet or muddy 
conditions deteriorates, resulting in loss 
of feed quality and quantity. Mud also 
increases the ash content of the forage, 
and particularly the iron content, of soil-
contaminated feed.
     Feeding locations. Carefully consider 
feeding locations to reduce feed waste 
and contamination. While winter feeding 
of hay or silage on frozen ground may 
work for many producers, an alternative is 
needed when ground is not frozen.
Bunks or tires work well, but a solid base 
beneath is needed for both the equipment 
to deliver the feed as well as for the cows 
to access the feeder. In frozen conditions, 
some of the dropped feed can still be 
consumed by the cow, but in muddy 
conditions any dropped feed is wasted.
     Adequate bunk space for all cows also 
is important to reduce the amount of feed 
waste due to aggression for access to feed.
     Mud/iron issues. Soil-contaminated 
feed, either from harvesting or at feedout, 

results in increased ash content. While 
ash level alone is not critical, it is an 
indicator of increased levels of iron and 
other minerals. The average ash content 
in forages is normally 4-5% in corn silage, 
6-7% in corn stover, 6-8% in grasses and 
8-10% in legumes.
     Weather-damaged forages are typically 
higher in ash from soil contact at harvest. 
Drought, floods and the recent derecho 
all can increase the ash content of the 
2020 forages. Harvest practices such 
as low cutting height, low rake setting 
and mergers also can increase the soil 
contamination on forages. Hay stored on 
wet or muddy ground, silage piled directly 
on the ground and muddy conditions at 
feedout also increase soil contamination.
     When high levels of ash content 
are found in forages, minerals begin 
to compete with other minerals for 
absorption within the cow. Soil is often 
high in iron which causes a decrease in 
manganese absorption.
     Because manganese is important in 
bone and cartilage development in a fetus, 
manganese deficiency can lead to increased 
risk for the birth defect chondrodysplasia. 
In many Iowa herds, potential high-iron 
feeds such as soil-contaminated corn silage 
are fed at greatest concentrations during 
the third trimester of gestation in spring 
calving cows.
     This is also a time when producers 
aren’t as consistent with mineral delivery. 
Iowa State University animal science 
professor and beef nutritionist Stephanie 
Hansen explains how soil-contaminated 
silage may lead to manganese-deficiency 
birth defects in the December 2020 
Growing Beef newsletter.
     Cattle producers who experience 
a calf born with the symptoms of 
chondrodysplasia such as dwarf 
appearance, shortened bone growth, or a 
prominent lower jaw due to undeveloped 
nasal cartilage, should work with their vet 
to determine the cause.
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           February 25, 2021 
 
The Utility Board of Trustees of Laurens, Iowa met in regular session at the Municipal Building, 272 N. 
Third Street, Laurens, Iowa, at 11:30 a.m. on the above date.  Present were Trustees Richard Main, 
Jerry Runneberg, and Ben Storms.  Also present was General Manager Chad Cleveland. 
 
Motion by Trustee Storms and seconded by Trustee Runneberg to approve the agenda for the 
February 25, 2021 regular meeting.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Storms to approve the minutes of the January 
25, 2021 and February 17, 2021 Board meetings.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Storms to approve the summary of receipts for 
January 2021 in the amount of $385,109.98 and the list of expenses for January 2021 in the amount of 
$282,172.99.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Summary of Receipts 
A/R – Electric      $ 271,755.56 
A/R – Communications    $   60,424.65 
Merchandise/Services – Electric   $     5,025.00 
Merchandise/Services – Communications   $        152.00 
Carrier Access Fees – Communications  $     4,527.55 
LIHEAP Energy Assistance – Electric  $     2,120.00 
Deposits – Electric     $        806.58 
Deposits – Internet     $        166.00 
Deposits – Cable TV     $          25.00 
Marathon Energy Sales – Electric   $   13,075.78 
E911 Fees – Telephone    $        643.26 
Tower Lease – Communications   $     2,100.00 
Attachment H Revenues – Electric   $   24,185.50 
Miscellaneous – Telephone    $          62.00 
Miscellaneous – Cable TV    $          11.10 
Office Phones – Electric     $          30.00 
Total Cash Receipts     $ 385,109.98 
 
Electric Receipts     $ 316,998.42 
Communications Receipts    $   68,111.56 
Total Cash Receipts     $ 385,109.98 
 
List of Expenses 
A & M Laundry     Dust Mops & Mats   $            85.28 
Aureon       CALEA/SS7/Switching/Transport $          534.60 
Avesis       Group Vision Insurance  $          108.48 
Big 10 Network     Programming Fees   $          525.38 
Century Link Access     Access/Transport Fees  $          553.35 
Consortia Consulting     Consulting Contract   $          975.00 
Counsel      Lanier Copier Support   $            55.74 
Customers      Deposit/Credit Refunds  $          277.47 
Department of Energy     WAPA Power Bill   $     34,768.91 
DGR Engineering     Marathon Rate Calculations  $          432.00 
Echo Group      Tower Light Bulbs   $          218.53 
Employee Benefit Systems    Self-Funding – Administration  $          120.00 
Employee Benefit Systems    Self-Funding – Claims  $            20.00 
Fox Sports Net North     Programming Fees   $       1,380.93 
Hearst Television     Programming Fees   $       1,222.86 
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ICMA RC      Employee Contributions  $          800.00 
Internal Revenue Service    Payroll Taxes    $       7,572.78 
Interstate TRS Fund     TRS Fund Assessment  $          213.95 
Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities  Apprenticeship Program Fees $       1,200.00 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources  Tank Management Fee  $            65.00 
Iowa Department of Revenue    Sales Tax    $       6,518.00 
Iowa Department of Revenue    State Withholding   $       1,230.00 
Iowa One Call      Locates    $            39.60 
Iowa Public Employees Retirement System  IPERS Contributions   $       5,006.39 
Laurens, City of     Utility Billing    $     86,354.87 
Laurens Food Pride     Cleaning Supplies   $            42.93 
Laurens Municipal Power & Communications Communications Bill   $          137.33 
Laurens Municipal Utilities    Utility Bill    $            93.97 
Laurens Plumbing     Miscellaneous Supplies  $          145.28 
Laurens State Bank     Safe Deposit Box Rent  $            15.00 
Laurens State Bank     Service Charges   $            52.29 
Laurens Sun      Publications/Advertising  $          874.77 
Long Lines      Communication Services  $       9,493.99 
Lumen Lexcis      Directory Listings   $            29.34 
Merchant Bankcard     Credit Card Processing Fees  $          776.79 
MidAmerican Energy     Neal 4 Operations   $     11,000.00 
National Cable Television Cooperative  Cable Modems   $       2,304.69 
Nexstar Broadcasting     Programming Fees   $       1,181.46 
NIMECA      Power Bill    $     64,938.47 
Norsolv Systems     Norsolv Services   $          191.48 
Oakhill Consulting     FTTH Project    $       2,046.00 
Office Elements     Office Supplies   $            28.47 
Payroll       Salaried, Hourly & Overtime  $     21,626.45 
PLIC-SBD Grand Island    Life/Disability Insurance  $          497.84 
Pop Media      Programming Fees   $            45.39 
Postmaster      Utility Billing Postage   $          341.50 
Pro Cooperative     Fuel/Diesel    $          372.87 
R&D Industries     Network Support   $          653.87 
RB Lumber Company     Supplies    $            12.68 
Secure Shred Solutions    Paper Shredding   $            50.00 
Siepker Auto      Vehicle Maintenance   $            63.51 
Spencer Municipal Utilities    Transport Fees   $          660.75 
Tegna       Programming Fees   $       1,860.99 
US Card Systems     Credit Card Terminal Lease  $            29.95 
Verizon      Wireless Phone Service  $          622.56 
Visa       Website Domain Renewal  $          225.28 
Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield   Group Health Insurance  $     10,892.10 
Zcorum      Cable Modem Provisioning  $          804.40 
       Total Expenses   $   282,172.99 
 
Electric Expenses   $   239,897.41 
Communications Expenses  $     42,275.58 
Total Expenses   $   282,172.99 
 
Trustees reviewed the Utility Funds Report, Balance Sheet, and Income Statement for January 2021.  
Motion by Trustee Storms and seconded by Trustee Runneberg to have the Investment Committee 
reinvest CD # 71264 upon maturity.  This CD is designated as our Bond Reserve Fund.  Ayes:  All.  
Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
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Trustee Storms introduced the following Resolution entitled “RESOLUTION APPROVING BOND 
DISCLOSURE POLICY” and moved that it be adopted.  Trustee Runneberg seconded the motion to 
adopt.  The roll was called and the vote was as follows: 
 

Ayes:  Main, Runneberg, and Storms. Nays:  None. 
 
Whereupon, Chairman Main declared the Resolution duly adopted as follows: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING BOND DISCLOSURE POLICY 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Laurens, Iowa, by and through its Board of Trustees of the Municipal 
Utilities (the “Utilities”), is a political subdivision, organized and existing under and by virtue of the 
constitution and laws of the State of Iowa; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Rule 15c2-12, as amended (the “Rule”), promulgated under the Securities 
Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, imposes requirements upon the Utilities’ municipal securities 
offerings including providing an official statement and a continuing disclosure agreement with the 
purchaser or underwriter in connection with each new issuance of obligations which fall within the Rule; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, to provide a protocol for future compliance with the Rule, the Utilities has prepared 
a Bond Disclosure Policy outlining procedures related to the preparation of its primary and secondary 
disclosures for existing and future municipal securities issued by the Utilities. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES OF THE CITY OF LAURENS, STATE OF IOWA: 

 
Section 1.  The Bond Disclosure Policy (the “Policy”) attached hereto as Exhibit A is hereby 

adopted and approved.  Said Policy shall apply with respect to all utilities of the City of Laurens 
governed by the Board of Trustees of the Laurens Municipal Utilities. 

 
Section 2.  The official identified as the Disclosure Coordinator in the Policy is hereby approved 

and shall take any and all action necessary to properly implement the Policy. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 25th day of February 2021. 
          Richard Main 
          Chairman, Board of Trustees 
ATTEST: Chad Cleveland 
  Secretary, Board of Trustees 
 
Trustee Runneberg introduced the following resolution entitled “RESOLUTION APPOINTING UMB 
BANK, N.A. OF WEST DES MOINES, IOWA, TO SERVE AS PAYING AGENT, NOTE REGISTRAR, 
AND TRANSFER AGENT, APPROVING THE PAYING AGENT AND NOTE REGISTRAR AND 
TRANSFER AGENT AGREEMENT AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE AGREEMENT” 
and moved that the resolution be adopted.  Trustee Storms seconded the motion to adopt.  The roll was 
called and the vote was as follows: 
 
  Ayes:  Main, Runneberg, and Storms Nays:  None 
 
 Whereupon, Chairman Main declared the resolution duly adopted as follows: 
 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING UMB BANK, N.A. OF WEST DES MOINES, IOWA, TO 
SERVE AS PAYING AGENT, NOTE REGISTRAR, AND TRANSFER AGENT,  

APPROVING THE PAYING AGENT AND NOTE REGISTRAR AND TRANSFER AGENT 
AGREEMENT AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE AGREEMENT 
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 WHEREAS, $7,955,000 Electric Revenue Capital Loan Notes, Series 2021, dated March 18, 
2021, have been sold and action should now be taken to provide for the maintenance of records, 
registration of certificates and payment of principal and interest in connection with the issuance of the 
notes; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Board has deemed that the services offered by UMB Bank, N.A. of West Des 
Moines, Iowa, are necessary for compliance with rules, regulations, and requirements governing the 
registration, transfer, and payment of registered notes; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a Paying Agent, Note Registrar and Transfer Agent Agreement (hereafter 
“Agreement”) has been prepared to be entered into between the City and UMB Bank, N.A.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES OF THE CITY OF LAURENS, STATE OF IOWA: 
 
 Section 1.  That UMB Bank, N.A. of West Des Moines, Iowa, is hereby appointed to serve as 
Paying Agent, Note Registrar, and Transfer Agent in connection with the issuance of $7,955,000 
Electric Revenue Capital Loan Notes, Series 2021, dated March 18, 2021. 
 
 Section 2.  That the Agreement with UMB Bank, N.A. of West Des Moines, Iowa, is hereby 
approved and that the Chairperson and Secretary are authorized to sign the Agreement on behalf of 
the City. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 25th day of February 2021. 
          Richard Main 
          Chairman, Board of Trustees 
ATTEST: Chad Cleveland 
  Secretary, Board of Trustees 
 
Trustee Storms moved that the form of Tax Exemption Certificate be placed on file and approved.  
Trustee Runneberg seconded the motion, and the roll was called.  The vote was as follows:  Ayes:  
Main, Runneberg, and Storms.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Trustee Runneberg moved that the form of Continuing Disclosure Certificate be placed on file and 
approved.  Trustee Storms seconded the motion, and the roll was called.  The vote was as follows:  
Ayes:  Main, Runneberg, and Storms.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Trustee Storms introduced the following Resolution entitled “A RESOLUTION APPROVING AND 
AUTHORIZING A FORM OF LOAN AGREEMENT AND AUTHORIZING AND PROVIDING FOR THE 
ISSUANCE AND SECURING THE PAYMENT OF $7,955,000 ELECTRIC REVENUE CAPITAL LOAN 
NOTES, SERIES 2021, OF THE CITY OF LAURENS, STATE OF IOWA, UNDER THE PROVISIONS 
OF THE CITY CODE OF IOWA, AND PROVIDING FOR A METHOD OF PAYMENT OF THE NOTES” 
and moved its adoption.  Trustee Runneberg seconded the motion to adopt.  The roll was called and 
the vote was as follows: 
 
  Ayes:  Main, Runneberg, and Storms  Nays:  None 
 
Whereupon Chairman Main declared the Resolution duly adopted. 
 
Due to the length of the Resolution, here is a summary: 
 

 The Loan Agreement and the Notes authorized by this Resolution shall be issued pursuant to 
Sections 384.24A and 384.83, of the City Code of Iowa, and in compliance with all applicable 
provisions of the Constitution and laws of the State of Iowa. 
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 There are hereby authorized to be issued, negotiable, serial, fully registered Electric Revenue 
Capital Loan Notes of the City of Laurens, in the County of Pocahontas, State of Iowa, in the 
aggregate amount of $7,955,000, for the purpose of paying costs of improvements and 
extensions to the Municipal Electric Utility, including the construction of a fiber-to-the-premise 
communications system, a new fiber management frame in the Network Operations Center and 
installation of conduit, fiber, vaults, handholes, pedestals, and multiport service terminals to 
serve the Municipal Electric Utility, and refunding and refinancing outstanding electric revenue 
obligations, including Electric Revenue Capital Loan Notes, Series 2012. 

 The Notes herein authorized and Parity Obligations and the interest thereon shall be payable 
solely and only out of the net earnings of the System and shall be a first lien on the future Net 
Revenues of the System.  The Notes shall not be general obligations of the Issuer nor shall they 
be payable in any manner by taxation and the Issuer shall be in no manner liable by reason of 
failure of the net revenues to be sufficient for the payment of the Notes. 

 
ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 25th day of February 2021. 

          Richard Main 
          Chairman, Board of Trustees 
ATTEST: Chad Cleveland 
  Secretary, Board of Trustees 
 
The Board reviewed the Investment Policy for the utilities.  No specific action was taken. 
 
Discussion was held on distributed generation and what our avoided costs are.  Motion by Trustee 
Storms and seconded by Trustee Runneberg to set our avoided cost rate at $0.01876 from March 1, 
2021 through February 28, 2022.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
General Manager reported that we received 4 competitive quotes to do maintenance on the transformer 
in our West Substation.  The low quote was from CE Power for $26,685.00 and the high quote was 
from PSD for $34,337.25.  Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Storms to approve 
the hiring of CE Power to do the maintenance on the West Substation Transformer at a cost of 
$26,685.00.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Discussion was held on Cable TV rates and a proposed cash flow projection.  January 1, 2021 marks 
the start of a new three-year retransmission agreement with the local channels (ABC, CBS, NBC, and 
Fox).  Looking at the new programming costs for each Cable TV package we offer, there are some 
changes that need to be made.  LMPC has not changed rates for communication services since 
September of 2017.  The Board directed the General Manager to prepare new rates for Cable TV and 
any other communication services for their review at the regular March board meeting. 
 
Discussion was held on preparing a press release to tell the public why our generators were running 
during the winter weather event of February 12 – 19, 2021. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting adjourned at 3:05 p.m. 
 
 
          Richard Main   
          Chairman, Board of Trustees 
ATTEST: Chad Cleveland 

Secretary, Board of Trustees 
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City Council Minutes 

March 1st, 2021 
The Laurens City Council met in regular session at the Municipal Building at 5:00 p.m. on 

Monday, March 1st, 2021.  Mayor Rod Johnson called the meeting to order.  Present were Mayor Rod 
Johnson, Council members, Jean Swanson, Aaron Christenson, Rich Newgard, Julie Potter, John Jamison, 
City Clerk Joan Hoben, City Attorney Ann Beneke, and Public Works Director Julian Johnsen. 

Jamison moved to approve the consent agenda, minutes from the February 15th, 2021, meeting, 
and the list of claims. Christenson seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.   

CLAIMS   03-01-2021 
  A&M SERVICES, INC. MOPS, RUGS, RAGS             94.50  

AFLAC MONTHLY GROUP INSURANCE           439.40  

ALLIANT ENERGY MONTHLY UTILITIES           795.05  

FIDELITY SECURITY LIFE MAR MONTHLY GROUP INS.           227.00  

BOMGAARS SHOP SUPPLIES             70.88  

BROWN SUPPLY SHOP SUPPLIES        1,580.00  

DELTA DENTAL MARCH DENTAL INSURANCE           870.66  

FOUNDATION ANALYTICAL LAB WASTEWATER TESTING           303.75  

HILARY REED MILEAGE               18.60  

IACMA RETIRMENT 457           500.00  

IRS FED/FICA TAX        3,712.66  

IA LAW ENFORCEMENT ACAD TRAINING           300.00  

IPERS IPERS        5,508.86  

IPERS/PD PROTECTED IPERS        1,071.70  

JAMES LITWILLER CONFERENCE           123.76  

JULIAN JOHNSEN TRAINING           506.70  

LAURENS HOUSE OF PRINT COPY PAPER             45.00  

LMPC MONTHLY PHONE FEES           385.80  

LMU MONTHLY UTILITIES        6,831.94  

LAURENS PLUMBING SUPPLIES           566.47  

MICHAEL HERTZ MILEAGE             145.60  

NORTH LAKE TRUCK REPAIR PARTS FOR DUMP TRUCK               8.31  

PRIME BENEFITS GROUP INSURANCE        7,000.00  

SANTANDER LEASING PUMPER MONTHLY PAYMENT         1,461.34  

STAPLES OFFICE SUPPLIES           269.87  

TREASURER STATE OF IA FEB SALES TAX        4,617.00  

UNION PACIFIC RR COMPANY FLASHING LIGHTS/GATES EAST STREET        1,691.61  
UNITYPOINT HEALTH - FORT 
DODGE MEDICAL            160.00  

US BANK POLICE AD           289.68  

USPS MONTHLY BILLING POSTAGE           297.13  

WELLMARK MAR HEALTH INSURANCE      15,526.15  

 
TOTAL      55,419.42  

   PAYROLL 2/22/2021 
 001 GENERAL        2,551.06  

210 ROAD USE TAX        1,495.26  
600 WATER        2,596.71  
610 SEWER        2,062.16  
670 GARBAGE        2,419.62  

 
TOTAL      11,124.81  

 
PAYROLL TOTAL      11,124.81  

 
PAID TOTAL      66,544.23  
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001 GENERAL 11,771.25  
110 ROAD USE TAX        6,554.87  
112 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS      15,316.76  
600 WATER      16,289.86  
610 SEWER        8,572.87  
670 GARBAGE        8,038.62  

 
TOTAL BY FUND      66,544.23  

   
REVENUES GENERAL 

        
18,871.09  

 ROAD USE TAX      10,995.34  

 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS           968.31  

 EMERGENCY LEVY             30.85  

 TAX INCREMENT FINANCING           444.78  

 
DEBT SERVICE           940.92  

 
CAPITAL EQUIPMENT FUND           102.93  

 
WATER      42,125.01  

 
SEWER      29,249.96  

 
GARBAGE      19,962.01  

 
STORM WATER        2,961.89  

  
   126,653.09  

 
Newgard moved to set the date for the FY22 Budget Public Hearing March 15th, 2021 at 5:00 

p.m.  Potter seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.   
Discussion was held on the Laurens Ambulance.   
Clean up days will be held April 30th through May 8th in the same capacity clean up days was 

held in 2020.  
Potter moved to adjourn at 5:34  p.m.  Jamison seconded.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 
__________________________________  _______________________________________ 
Rod Johnson, Mayor       Hilary Reed, Deputy City Clerk 


