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Join the Art Wave Movement in Laurens
"Where the material ends, art begins,"  according to a quote by Etienne Hajdu. The Laurens Art Wave committee couldn’t agree more 
with that quote.  In fact, major planning to bring art to our county has begun.
     Members of the Art Wave committee aspire to expand art opportunities in Laurens. To salute our community's strong industrial 
history, cylinders made by Bobalee and Fisher Hydraulics and an industrial manipulator manufactured by Positech will constitute the 
base of the approximately 16 foot sculpture. These will be combined by Iowa Artist Tim Adams.  An Iowa State graduate, Tim uses 
primarily weathered steel, stainless steel, aluminum, and native limestone in his projects. His works are designed and constructed to be 
stout, long term installations with little or no maintenance needed.
     Working with Tim Adam’s creativity, the Art Wave committee found the perfect combination of saluting our industries and the 
prairie lands that this community was built upon. Arising out of each of seven separate cylinders will be native wildflowers including 
Big Bluestem, Butterfly Milkweed, Field Thistle Cirsium, Northern Sea Oats, Prairie Rose, Purple Coneflower, and Rattlesnake Master. 
The sculpture will be located at Sportsman’s Park 
in the Southeast part of Laurens. The decision 
to place it there was “placed so it is visible to the 
community in a space that is shared” as stated by 
committee chair Glenda Mulder.
     Helen Beneke chimed in that, “the 
enhancements of the hydraulics and the wild 
flowers makes it a unique, distinct art sculpture. 
A permanent reminder of the industries current, 
past and future in our community. It also 
combines that with the representation of the 
Prairie Preservation Trail.”
     Fundraising for this enhancement to Laurens 
has already kicked off.  Pocahontas County 
Foundation showed their support with a $5,000 
grant.  $2,500 was given by the Beneke family 
in memory of Donald G. and Mardell Beneke. 
The family requested the purchase of the Prairie 
Rose and this will be noted on signage near 
the sculpture.  $1,000 has been pledged by the 
Laurens Industrial Foundation.  “The Laurens 
Industrial Foundation has been involved with all 

The Beneke family sponsor a prairie flower head in memory of their parents Donald G. 
and Mardell Beneke. Shown are the Prairie Rose seed head, Ann Beneke, Don Beneke, 

Helen Beneke, and artist Tim Adams, along with the artist’s rendering of the finished 
sculpture. The Prairie Rose and the sculpture plan are available for viewing at the 

Laurens City Hall.
...continued to page 2...
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the industries,” stated John Pohlman, president of the Laurens Industrial Foundation.
     The committee encourages donations of all sizes to help bring this to a reality very 
soon. Perhaps you would like to claim a wildflower in memory or in honor of a family 
or business in Laurens.  Naming rights are $2,500 per flower head, and it is a first come 
basis to claim a particular flower. The fundraising goal is estimated at $23,500.  To date 
donations/pledges of $8,500 have been collected.  The City of Laurens will assure that 
the project is completed in a timely manner, as well as allow this sculpture to be placed 
on City property. This project will be solely funded by grants and donations, and no tax 
funds are being used to create this community sculpture.
     The Prairie Rose Seed Head, as well as the artist’s rendering of the completed project, 
are now available for viewing at Laurens City Hall.
     Contact any Art Wave Committee member for more details, to get involved on this 
project, or to make your donation. Current committee members include:  Ann Beneke, 
Helen Beneke, Glenda Mulder, John Pohlman, Hilary Reed and Julie Wurr. Project 
consultants include: Jennifer Drinkwater, Tom Grau, Margo Underwood, and Emily 
Williams.
     Donations of any size are welcome. Checks should be made payable to the City 
of Laurens.  In the memo of your check, please put “ART WAVE”.  Mail your tax 
deductible check to City of Laurens  || Art Wave  ||  272 North Third Street  ||  Laurens, 
Iowa 50554

...continued from page 1...
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The 1946-47 Laurens High boys basketball team -- with a 23-1 final record -- lost only one 
game all season, that coming in the first round of the substate tournament.  The team -- Front 

row (from left): Assistant coach Ernie Salveson, Earl Newell, Dick DeYoung, Bob Scanlon, 
Willie Hixson, George "Gus" Mackie, head coach L.J. Green.  Second row: Bob Hawley, Ed 

Tjelmeland, Lee White, Bill Edmonds, Don Larson, Bill Dubbert, Carroll Finnestad.  Back row: 
Joe Neville, Darrel Edmonds, Charles Brown, team manager Jim Southworth, Dean Siddall, 

Frederick Ekstam.

75 YEARS AGO
Laurens High 
Back-to-Back 
Seasons Worth 
Remembering
By RICK DAVIS
   Passage of time typically has an 
erosive effect, often obliterating notable 
achievements.  More so, perhaps, in 
places like small towns in the rural 
Midwest -- where  a shrinking populace 
becomes focused year after year on 
higher priorities.
   We mention this  because 2021 marks 
the 75th anniversary of  a great run of 
success  by the  football team fielded by  
Laurens High School in the fall of 1946.
   In simplistic terms of wins and losses, 
that gritty squad of long ago turned out 
to be dead-solid perfect.  They never lost 
one single game.  More than that, en 
route to their prolonged performance, 
that gritty squad of 32 outscored their 
opponents, 227 to 20.  In six of the 
eight games, the hard-nosed Laurens 
defense held their opponents scoreless.  
After the third game of the season, the 
Laurens defenders did not surrender a 
single point.
   But try to find any evidence, any 
acknowledgment, of it.  It's largely 
impossible unless one tediously combs 
the archived pages of the Laurens Sun, 
the town's storied weekly newspaper that 
began publishing in 1885 and, later in 
the 1940s onward, thrived under editor/
publisher Neil Maurer. 
   It was a legitimate Laurens sports story 
back in the mid-1940s and thusly now 
seems worth revisiting 75 years later.
   And there's also a kicker to this ancient 

Laurens High football tale... the school's 
'46-47 boys basketball squad  had a 
suitable encore when it made a winter-
long run at an undefeated season, too.     
Those Elks won 23 consecutive games 
in advancing to within two victories of 
a berth in the Iowa State Tournament.  
A loss in the first round of the substate 
tournament finally ended their season on 
March 12, 1947.
   En route to their final ledger, those 
basketball Elks won both the regular 
season championship and conference 
tournament of the eight-team Twin 
Lakes Conference.  They also won the 
Pocahontas County Tournament, and 
two postseason events -- the sectional 
and district tournaments.  The substate 
loss, while disappointing, tarnished their 
overall achievement only slightly.
   Combine the two seasons and it adds 
up to 31 victories against only one 
loss.  What a school year athletically 

for Laurens High.  And for the athletes 
involved, several of whom played on 
both teams.
   Somewhat obscured, too, by the 
glittering statistics that accompanied 
the unblemished  football season and 
the near-perfecto in basketball were the 
semi-intangibles and subtle reasons for 
why it happened.  
  It happened because these were two 
athletic squads that -- besides featuring 
a wealth of talent -- also thrived and 
prospered on senior leadership, hard 
work, moxie and a knack for over-
achievement.  
   Along the way, it was to send "many a 
rousing cheer on high ...  shaking down 
the thunder from the skies." As the 
school's adapted fight song (technically 

...continued to page 4...
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the LHS version of the Notre Dame 
Victory March) used to enthuse the 
faithful: "Cheer, Cheer, for old Laurens." 
   Perhaps it's time then, to break out the 
pom-poms and play it again one more 
time as a murmured tribute, because 
today venerable Laurens/Laurens-
Marathon High no longer exists, having 
closed its doors forever in 2018.
A CLOSER LOOK AT THAT 
FOOTBALL SEASON
  According to a Sun archives story, the  
1946-47 school year's sports endeavors  
were launched impressively on Sept. 13 
when the football squad went on the 
road for a season opener and found a 
way to  to dig deep for a full 48 minutes  
to come away with a 6-0 upset win over 
the Spencer Owls, a large-enrollment 
opponent that trudged off the field in 
shock after losing on its home turf to the 
small-school Elks.  
   It was a result that soon revealed itself 
as a harbinger of what was coming down 
the pike .... seven more victories.
   The '46 football magical carpet ride 
was orchestrated by Gilbert DeBoer, 
the team's head coach whose name 
did not even appear in the school's 
official faculty list that school year, 
suggesting he was an "off-campus 
coach" who neither taught classes nor 
had any administrative duties.  What 
he apparently did was inspire a squad of 
32 (including nine returning lettermen) 
to go nose-to-the-grindstone and never 
let up on the gas in capturing the Twin 
Lakes Conference championship. 
   In the end, it became a season  
bookended by two stirring results -- the 
opening-night toppling of Spencer and 
then, in the final game on Nov. 1, a 
convincing 9-0 beatdown of archrival 
Pocahontas.
   One of the seniors in the class of 1947 
who keyed the efforts of both of those 
Laurens sports teams was Willie Hixson.  
Also elected student body president 

at the start of the school year, Hixson 
was a gifted athlete.  He quarterbacked 
the football team, then functioned 
that winter as the 1940s version of a 
productive point guard in orchestrating 
the school's basketball efforts.  Multi-
talented, Hixson also lettered in baseball, 
which was the school's only other boys 
sport because track/field was not added 
to the lineup until the early '50s.
   Hixson, who passed away from cancer 
in 1994 at age 65, offered perspective 
on those two "semi-ancient"Laurens 
teams during an early '90s Q/A session 
with his niece, Carol Woodin Mayberry 
(Laurens High, class of '59). Hixson's 
remembrances also touched subtly on 
the  town's scenery and flavor of that 
post-World War II era.
   "The football team I played on actually  
lost only one game my last two years,"  
wrote Hixson, in remembering the '45 
Elks football team that won its first 
seven games before losing an agonizing 
season finale to Pocahontas, 12-6.  
"Then, in basketball, we went out and 
won every game until the substate.  To 
be part of all that... was special."
   Besides Hixson at quarterback, the 
senior-dominated football starting 
backfield in '46 included team rushing 
leader George "Gus" Mackie at left 
halfback, Bill Edmonds (the only junior) 
at fullback and Jim Linnan at right 
halfback. All four were two-year starters.
   The other football starters were ends 
Jim Hixson and LeRoy Dahlberg, 
tackles Bob Younggreen and Don 
Larson, guards Lowell Anderson and Ed 
Finnestad, and center Dean Siddall.
   Although considered a shocking upset, 
the  season-opening win over Spencer  
was no fluke.  The Laurens Sun report 
indicated the losing Owls  penetrated 
inside the Laurens 20 yard-line only 
once and had four of their six passes 
intercepted by Elks defenders.  Mackie, 
a shifty, quick-footed rusher, scored the 
game's only touchdown on a 2-yard 

run, culminating a seven-play, 65-yard 
drive in the third quarter.  In the fourth 
quarter, Hixson displayed his swiftness 
when he made a potentially game-
saving tackle  of a Spencer defender who 
had intercepted a Laurens lateral and 
returned it 68 yards, almost to the end 
zone.
   "The Spencer game was really a big, 
big deal," wrote Hixson. "The first game 
of the season, on their field. And against 
a much larger school. Great start."
   Then in November in that season-
closing conquest of Pocahontas, 
Edmonds scored the Elks touchdown 
early in the fourth quarter on a 2-yard 
run. Mackie  added the extra point 
on an off-tackle slant. Laurens’ other 
two points came midway in that final 
quarter when Larson, from his left 
tackle position, penetrated Pocahontas' 
offensive line to tackle an Indians ball 
carrier in his own end zone for a safety.  
The Elks outgained the Indians, 154-
129, in total offense yards and, on 
defense, forced two Pocahontas fumbles, 

WILLIE HIXSON  (football)
D.M. Register All-State Honor Roll

...continued from page 3...

...continued to page 5...
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both of which were recovered by the 
winners.
   On a broader scale, over the course of 
the season, only two teams scored points 
on the rugged Elks defense -- Rockwell 
City (13 points) and Rolfe (7 points).
   Hixson remembered a special anecdote 
about the road game at Rockwell City.  
   "On the way home, the team stopped 
at a restaurant in Pocahontas.  And 
Doctor (Harry) Pitluck, who was 
with the team, bought a steak dinner 
for everybody on the team,"  recalled 
Hixson, in a tribute to the Laurens 
physician who had a practice in Laurens 
for more than 25 years and was active in 
the community in civic affairs and also 
socially and philanthropically.
   In the postseason football awards,  
Anderson was named third team all-
state by the Iowa Daily Press Association 
and fifth team all-state by the Des 
Moines Register.  Mackie and Dahlberg 
were named IDPA all-state honorable 
mention. Laurens reportedly was the 
smallest school (based on enrollment 
and/or town population) to have an 
all-stater on the IDPA first, second 
or third team. Mackie, Dahlberg and 
Hixson made the Register's honorable 
mention roll. The team co-captains were 

LOWELL ANDERSON (football)
IDPA All-State Third Team

D.M. Register All-State Fifth Team

...continued from page 4...

1946 LAURENS ELKS FOOTBALL 
Record: 8 wins, no losses

Total points scored: Laurens 227, opponents 20
Twin Lakes Conference champions

Head coach: Gilbert DeBoer
Assistant coach: Ernie Salveson

***GAME SCORES***
Laurens 6, Spencer 0
Laurens 49, Rolfe 7

Laurens 34, Rockwell City 13
Laurens 20, Albert City 0
Laurens 27, Marathon 0

Laurens 26, Emmetsburg St. Mary's 0
Laurens 56, Manson 0

Laurens 9, Pocahontas 0
------------------------------------------

ELKS STARTING LINEUP
Ends: Jim Hixson, LeRoy Dahlberg

Tackles:  Don Larson, Bob Younggreen
Guards: Ed Finnestad, Lowell Anderson

Center: Dean Siddall
Quarterback: Willie Hixson

Left halfback: George "Gus" Mackie
Right halfback: Jim Linnan

Fullback: Bill Edmonds
=====================

32-MAN SQUAD
Willie Hixson, Bill Edmonds, LeRoy Dahlberg, Don Larson, Lowell Anderson, 
Dean Siddall, Ed Finnestad, Bob Younggren, Jim Hixson, George Mackie, Jim 
Linnan, Frederick Ekstam, Legard Hakes, Lorraine Runneberg, Roy Hinners, 
Ervin Olberding, Bob Scanlon, Dick DeYoung, Bill Scanlon, Bill Dubbert, 

Arnold Ferguson, Raymond Ford, Dick Tinius, Don Phillips, Lee White, Charles 
Brown, Ronald Wright, Jim Southworth, Ed Tjelmeland, Charles Hawley, Carroll 

Finnestad, John Ferguson, manager Joe Neville
PLAYER AWARDS

Iowa Daily Press Association All-State Teams
Third team:  Lowell Anderson

Honorable mention: George  Mackie, LeRoy Dahlberg
---------------------------------------

Des Moines Register All-State Teams
Fifth team: Lowell Anderson

Honor roll:  George  Mackie,  Willie Hixson,  LeRoy Dahlberg

...continued to page 6...
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GEORGE MACKIE (football)
IDPA All-State Honorable Mention
D.M. Register All-State Honor Roll

LEROY DAHLBERG (football)
IPDA All-State Honorable Mention
D. M. Register All-State Honor Roll

Finnestad and Dahlberg.
   In all-conference selections, five Elks 
were honored. Anderson, Dahlberg, 
Mackie and Hixson made the first team.  
Finnestad landed on the second team. 
   The IDPA's all-state third team 
certificate for Anderson lauded the 
5-foot-10, 170-pound two-way dynamo 
for "sharp blocking that set up Laurens 
touchdowns; and his ability to knife 
through opponents' blocking to make 
countless tackles.  Anderson also was 
exceptional in blocking five punts."
   Hixson, whose best sport arguably was 
basketball, in which he later played one 
season as a scholarship player at Central 
College in Pella, was a "humble athlete," 
according to several accounts.
   "I was the quarterback, but that 
meant I mostly just called the plays and 
handed the ball off," Hixson wrote in his 
interview. "The other guys did the rest."
   The '46 Elks represented the crowning 
achievement to an impressive five-year 
run on the football field.  Laurens teams 
of that era had a combined record of 30 
wins, 8 losses and 1 tie (6-2 in 1942, 
5-1-1 in '43, 4-4 in '44, 7-1 in '45, 8-0 
in ‘46).
  As for DeBoer, following that '46 
undefeated fall season, he was employed 
elsewhere by January, getting hired as 
superintendent at Plover High for the 
second semester.
A CLOSER LOOK AT THAT 
BASKETBALL SEASON
     The five basketball starters in '46-
47 were Mackie and Earl Newell at 
forwards, Bob Scanlon at center, and 
Hixson and Dick DeYoung at guards.  
Edmonds, who passed away Jan. 31 
of this year at age 90, was the squad's 
reliable sixth man. 
   Over 24 games, the '46-47 Elks 
outscored the opposition 1066-728, 
averaging 44.4 points per game (PPG), 
a number that perhaps was typical for 
high school teams of that era.  Worth 

...continued from page 5... noting in comparison, the 1961-62 and 
1962-63 Laurens Elks state tournament 
teams  averaged 75.2  PPG and 74.1 
PPG.
   The Elks of '46-47 rolled through 
the first two rounds of the postseason 
with two straight wins in the sectional 
(45-37 over Albert City, then 41-19 
over Emmetsburg St. Mary's).  District 
play produced two more wins -- over 
Algona (41-27) and Titonka (34-24).  
The season-ending substate loss, to 
Waverly was one-sided in the end, by a 
56-38 score on a neutral floor in Mason 
City.  Mackie's 12 points led the Elks, 
followed by Hixson with 9, Newell with 
7, Scanlon with 6, DeYoung with 2 and 
Edmonds with 2 .  The game was carried 
on Fort Dodge radio station KVFD after 
Laurens merchants fundraised the cost 
to sponsor the broadcast.
   Was Coach Green's "lucky necktie" 
somehow viewed as a factor in the team's 
success?  Green first wore the tie the 
night of the football upset of Spencer on 
Sept. 12 -- and never changed it the rest 
of the football season and for the entire 
basketball season.
   The Elks' durability in basketball that 
winter was led by Mackie, Scanlon and 
Hixson, who played in every game.  
Newell and DeYoung each missed only 
one game.
   In postseason honors, Mackie, Scanlon 
and Hixson were selected to the Des 
Moines Register's honorable mention 
honor roll.  Hixson also made IDPA's 
honorable mention.  It's assumed several 
Elks were named to the all-conference 
teams, but those selections could not be 
located in the Sun archives.
   The team's juniors and seniors also 
rated a different sort of reward at the 
end -- a trip to Iowa City for the state 
tournament, as spectators instead of 
participants.  Four players accompanied 
Coach Green in his car for the journey.   
The other five players journeyed  to 

...continued to page 7...
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Iowa City by train, climbing aboard 
in Emmetsburg.  According to a 
Sun report, the trip's expenses were 
subsidized from two sources.  Tickets 
for the tournament games were paid 
from a school account geared for such 
purposes.  Food and lodging expenses 
were covered, partially or perhaps 100 
percent, through a $210 fund generated 
by  merchants in the downtown business 
district.
SOME ADDITIONAL 
PERSPECTIVE 
   In retrospect, those two years of special 
achievements in Laurens High athletics 
materialized during a significant period 
of the town's 141-year history as an 
incorporated municipal entity.
   That Laurens -- now remembered with 
perhaps the reverence of a time-worn 
Tommy Dorsey melody -- was going 
places... taking off in several ways, all 
upward.
   The population was upticking, 
jumping from 1,334 in 1940, to 1,556 
in 1950, headed for the town's all-time 
high of 1,799 in 1960.
   The Big War was over, too.  And 
the local men who had answered their 
country's call to military service, were 
back home.  Uniforms mothballed away.  
Sleeves rolled up.  Back to work, they 
went.  Agriculture, business, commerce, 
church attendance and all the rest was 
percolating, moving forward.
   Hixson, Mackie, Edmonds, DeYoung 
and others from that memorable athletic 
cast of '46-47 stuck around after high 
school to work and help Laurens 
prosper.  Or if some of them ventured 
elsewhere, a few within that subgroup 
returned eventually, to resume their 
lives.
   Following Army military service 
during which he qualified as a 
paratrooper and served in the Korean 
War, Willie Hixson came home and 
worked several years (alongside Mackie, 

...continued from page 6... his best friend) for longtime Laurens 
painting contractor Chris Finnestad, 
before eventually relocating to Denver, 
Colo.  (This writer's memorable summer 
job during college years 1963-67 
involved painting houses and sets of 
farm buildings for the affable Finnestad.)
   Looking back at sports -- and 
life -- years later, Hixson seemed to 
have arrived eventually at a sensible 
perspective
   Asked by his niece to offer some advice 
for high school athletes, Hixson wrote: 
   "Get a good education when you can 
because it lasts a lifetime.  For most 
people, sports just really doesn't last too 
long."
    Added up, it's a feel-good Laurens 
story about something that happened 
once upon a time ... 75 years ago.   
   (A 1963 Laurens High graduate and 
retired writer/editor who now lives in 
San Antonio, Texas, Rick Davis is an 
occasional contributor to The Paper. 
rickdavis31945@gmail.com)

1946-47 LAURENS ELKS BASKETBALL
Overall record:  23 wins, 1 loss

Twin Lakes Conference regular season champions (13 wins, no losses)
Twin Lakes Conference Tournament champions (3 wins, no losses)

Pocahontas County Tournament champions (3 wins, no losses)
Sectional Tournament champions (2 wins, no losses)

District Tournament champions
(2 wins, no losses)

Substate Tournament first round: 
Waverly 56, Laurens 38
STARTING LINEUP

Forwards: George Mackie, Earl Newell
Center: Bob Scanlon

Guards: Willie Hixson, Dick DeYoung
ALL-TWIN LAKES CONFERENCE TEAMS

Information on the Laurens players selected to the all-conference teams could 
not be located in the Laurens Sun archives.
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At the Library & Advertising

Summer Help Wanted:
The City of Laurens is now taking applications for 

lifeguards, $7.25/hr first year;  pool manager, salary 
to be determined; and summer parks department 

positions, $11/hour for the first year. Applications will 
be accepted at Laurens City Hall through April 1.  

The City of Laurens is an equal opportunity employer.

The City of  Laurens is taking sealed bids 
for nuisance contract work.  

Contract Bid Forms may be picked up at City Hall and 
must be received by noon on April 1.  

Any questions, please contact City Manager, 
Hilary Reed, at 712-841-4526.

Thank you
Thank you for all the wonderful 
Retirement wishes, cards and flowers 
that were sent to me. It has truly been 
an honor and privilege to have served as 
the Buena Vista County Treasurer for the 
past six years.

Thank you!!!
Sherie Elbert

At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
March 17, 2021 

Happy St Patrick’s Day! Exactly one year ago our library was temporarily closed to slow the spread of Covid-19. At that time we had no 
idea we would be closed for two months, or of the changes in store for us. This past year we have (mostly) gotten used to: 
   • wearing masks
   • disinfecting everything returned to the library
   • staying six feet away from everyone
   • extra cleaning of all surfaces
   • Separate check-in and check-out stations
   • Zoom and video Story Times 
     No programs was the hardest adaptation for me! We have reinstituted our Book Club and Take it Tuesday with restrictions for 
social distancing. Recently, I was describing our Book Club to a friend. “We sit around tables, mostly 6 feet apart, wearing masks, and 
shouting at each other about books.” But it’s so good to be back to gathering with our friends that have interests similar to ours!
     April’s Take it Tuesday craft is fun little bird nests. This class is geared for adults, but if you have a crafty child, we would welcome 
you both to attend. Class size is very limited (social distancing, don’t you know!) so contact us soon if you would like to preregister.
     New fiction this week includes: What’s Mine and Ours by Naima Coster, Infinite Country by Patricia Engel, Gathering Dark 
by Candice Fox, Danger in Numbers by Heather Graham, Writers and Lovers by Lily King, The Other Emily by Dean Koontz, The 
Lamplighters by Emma Stonex, Every Vow You Break by Peter Swanson, We Begin at the End by Chris Whitaker and Double Jeopardy 
by Stuart Woods. In nonfiction we received Three Ordinary Girls: The Remarkable Story of Three Dutch Teenagers Who Became Spies, 
Saboteurs Nazi Assassins and WWII Heroes by Tim Brady, Between Two Kingdoms: A Memoir of a Life Interrupted by Suleika Jaouad and 
How to Avoid a Climate Disaster by Bill Gates
     March Book Club is This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger. The multiple copies of this book were purchased with memorial 
donations for Deb Hertz’s dad, Fred Moore. This is a book that I am truly enjoying just as much the second time around as I did the 
first. Read it (or listen to it) even if you don’t plan to join us for the discussion! Our group meets Monday, March 22 at 7 p.m. We’d 
love to have you join us.

   • Choosing (and often delivering) materials for more of our patrons
   • Speaking louder & trying to enunciate more clearly while wearing a mask
   • washing our hands/using hand sanitizer until our hands are incredibly dried out
   • Disinfecting computers after each user
   • Toys, games, and maker space items were put away
   • No Programs
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Church

This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Wednesday: March 17, 2021
6:30 PM ~ Lenten Evening Service

Sunday: February 21, 2021
Fifth Sunday in Lent
9:15 AM ~ Adult SS
9:30 AM ~ Youth SS
10:30 AM ~ Worship w/Communion
3:00 PM ~ 4H Club Mtg. at BLC
NO Youth Group

Tuesday: March 23, 2021
8:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at Bethany

Wednesday: March 24, 2021
6:30 PM ~ Lenten Evening Service

Worship, Love, Accept~Together
 in Christ’s Name

This Week at First 
Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Sunday, March 21 
10:30 a.m. - Worship

Resurrection of Our Lord Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF

MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass as scheduled in the weekly bulletin
Saturday at 5:00 PM and Sunday at 10:30 AM
Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm at Resurrection

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Pastor Ed Frank

Wed., March 17:
Administrative Council mtg @ 7 p.m.

Thurs., March 18:
Bible Study @ 1 p.m. with Linda 
Lingo (Wesley Room)

Sun., March 21:
Sunday school (cherubs-adult) 9:15-
10:15 a.m.
Worship service @ 10:30 a.m.

New Hope Baptist 
Church
202 Byron St, Laurens

New Hope Baptist Church invites 
you to join us for Sunday School at 
10 a.m. and our Worship Service at 
11 a.m. Additionally all are welcome 
to attend our weekly Bible Study held 
each Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m.
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Extension News

ServSafe® Food 
Safety Certification 
Class to be held 
April 20 in 
Pocahontas
Iowa State University Extension and 
Outreach in Pocahontas County will be 
hosting a ServSafe® food safety certification 
class in Pocahontas on April 20. Holly 
VanHeel, Human Sciences Extension 
and Outreach Specialist, will be teaching 
the class. VanHeel has been a ServSafe® 
instructor since 2010 and has trained 
over 2,000 food service professionals in 
ServSafe®.
     This class will prepare individuals 
to become a Certified Food Protection 
Manager (CFPM), a requirement for retail 
food establishments in Iowa. The ServSafe® 
program blends information from the latest 
FDA Food Code, food safety research, and 
years of food sanitation training experience 
and is administered through the National 
Restaurant Association Educational 
Foundation. 
     This class will be held at the Expo 
Center in Pocahontas.  Registration 
deadline is three weeks prior to the 
class (March 30 deadline).  Register 
online at: https://www.extension.iastate.
edu/humansciences/servsafe  For more 
information about the class, contact the 
Pocahontas County ISU Extension and 
Outreach Office at (712) 335-3103, email 
VanHeel at vanheel@iastate.edu, or stop 
at the Pocahontas County Extension 
Office located at 305 North Main Street 
in Pocahontas. Office hours are Monday-
Friday from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm.

Get a Head Start on Growing 
Geraniums for Spring
Cindy Haynes, associate professor and extension specialist in horticulture 
at Iowa State University, offers these tips on how to start geranium seeds 
before planting them outside.
     Seeds need to be started eight weeks before putting them outside. The 
best temperature to germinate a geranium seed is 70 degrees Fahrenheit. 
A seed germination mix is suitable for this as the texture is super fine and 
ensures the seed doesn’t get lost.
     “I am often very careful with watering, so I will either water from 
below or have a really gentle spray on top to make sure I don’t wash away 
any seeds,” said Haynes.
     Germination domes are also an option. These domes have a plastic 
cover over the top to keep the seeds humid, so you do not have to water 
as often. They also keep the temperature stable and warm to help with 
germination.
     The earlier the seed is started, the better. Beginning the seeding 
process in early March is favorable in order to have a decent size sprout to 
plant late spring.
     Seeds also can be planted outside if you do not plant them as soon 
as hoped. When planting flower seedlings, be aware of weed seedlings, 
which take over flower seedlings.
     Getting ahead of germination will give a grower the best start to 
spring gardening. For more information, Haynes can be reached at 515-
294-4006 or chaynes@iastate.edu.

Clover Kids
All children in Kindergarten through 3rd grade are welcome and 
encouraged to join Pocahontas County Clover Kids.  
     The Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Pocahontas 
County with the help of a generous grant through the Pocahontas 
County Foundation Grant, have been making Clover Kids kits 
throughout the school year, distributing to children with the help 
of Pocahontas Area Elementary, Laurens Marathon Elementary, and 
Pocahontas Catholic Schools.  
     The Clover Kids group will begin meeting face to face on Saturday, 
March 27 at the Expo Center in Pocahontas.  This program is free of 
charge to all youth in Kindergarten through 3rd grade, but you must 
be pre-registered to attend.  You may enroll at https://v2.4honline.com, 
if you need assistance with the enrollment process or if you have any 
questions regarding the Clover Kids program, please email lzeman@
iastate.edu or call 712-335-3103.
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Extension News

Fly Control 
Strategies the Topic 
of Upcoming Dairy 
Webinar
The I-29 Moo University 2021 Dairy Webinar 
Series continues Friday, March 26 from noon 
to 1 p.m. This month’s topic is fly control 
strategies.
     Roger Moon, retired veterinary 
entomology expert from the University of 
Minnesota, will identify common pest flies 
and how to manage them on confinement 
dairies.
     “Different kinds of flies can bother your 
cows, workers, and neighbors,” said Fred Hall, 
dairy specialist with Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach. “Stable flies bite, 
cause cows to bunch, reduce milk production, 
breed mainly in soiled cow and calf bedding, 
and pretty much stay on the premise. House 
flies breed in wetter manure, annoy people 
and spread off premise to bother neighbors.”
     According to Hall, routine premise sprays 
and fogs can keep numbers of both kinds 
low in confined spaces, but targeted source 
reduction through debris management 
outdoors is a more sustainable approach. 
Moon will discuss these issues and provide 
time for participants to ask questions.
     Moon retired from University of 
Minnesota's Entomology department in 2016 
after 36 years of service in research, teaching 
and outreach in veterinary entomology. He 
continues to study and publish on the biology, 
ecology and management of filth flies and 
other arthropods that occur around livestock, 
wildlife, and people. 
     Preregistration for the webinar is required; 
however, there is no registration fee. Register 
at https://z.umn.edu/flycontrolstrategies.
     For more information, contact Hall at 
712-737-4230, Jim Salfer at 320-203-6093, 
Tracey Erickson at 605-882-5140 or Kim 
Clark at 402-350-5003.

Volunteer Corn and Weed 
Resistance Highlight the 2021 
Herbicide Guide for Corn and 
Soybeans
Following a year that included both drought and derecho, Iowa’s crop 
producers may face some unique challenges in 2021 related to weed 
management.
     The recently updated 2021 Herbicide Guide for Iowa Corn and Soybean 
Production, published by Iowa State University Extension and Outreach, 
offers some timely information and guidance.
     The guide is updated every year, but this year’s version gives special 
attention to the issue of volunteer corn, which could be more severe in 2021 
following the germination of storm-damaged corn from last year’s derecho.
Millions of acres of mature corn across Iowa were flattened or badly damaged, 
and the potential for volunteer seed germination remains high.
     “It’s really important for the growers to anticipate having volunteer corn 
because it is one of the most competitive weeds that we have out there,” said 
Bob Hartzler, professor in agronomy and extension weed specialist at Iowa 
State University. “We have some volunteer corn most years, but usually not a 
high enough density to impact yields. This year, because of the derecho, some 
fields could see their yields decimated if the farmer is not proactive.”
     The guide also reviews common herbicides and methods for designing 
a resilient weed management program. Preemergence and postemergence 
strategies are covered in detail, in addition to non-herbicide options like 
mechanical weed control, cover crops and harvest weed seed control.
     About two-thirds of the publication includes comparative charts showing 
the different herbicides, information on effectiveness ratings, a breakdown of 
the ingredients, and herbicide site of action and injury symptoms.
     Hartzler said it’s important to know the ingredients in all herbicide 
programs, especially with the growing threat of herbicide resistant weeds.
     “It’s very important to know what the individual ingredients in a herbicide 
are,” he said. “In today’s world, it’s relatively easy to find this information, but 
the guide provides a handy reference with quality comparisons.”
     Hartzler cautions that the guide is not intended to be the sole factor that 
determines a farmer’s weed management program. Nevertheless, it is a helpful 
resource that can be reviewed by the farmer, and shared with the farmer’s 
agronomy team.
     For more information, Hartzler can be reached at 515-294-1164 or 
hartzler@iastate.edu.


