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AH, MEMORIES

65 years ago,
Laurens basks
in hoops glory
By RICK DAVIS

Here's a sports story worth 
remembering 65 years later... It has 
been that long  since the 1955-56 
Laurens High School boys basketball 
team put together a special season. 
   And it became special even though 
those '55-56 Elks did not win a 
conference championship and also 
never advanced beyond the sectional 
tournament in the postseason.  Most 
notably, and also unfortunately, they 
lost to only one opponent all season.   
Pocahontas Public High proved to 
be the Elks' nemesis that winter, 
defeating them  four times, including 
a season-ending loss in the sectional 
finals.
   Looking back, one wonders -- 
was that Elks team jinxed because 
Pocahontas always found a way to 
win?
   "I don't really remember it being 
frustrating at the time," Richard 
Finnestad, Laurens' leading scorer 

that season with a 23.0 points-per-game 
(PPG) average, said when reached by 
phone last week at his home in Boone.  
"When you're young like we were, you're 
not as into it about feeling frustrated, 
as you might get later on.  Besides, we 
should have won one of the games for 
sure.  We were ahead by six points with 
four minutes to go -- but still lost."
   Those Elks were to finish the season 
with a record of 15 wins, against 
only those four hard-bitten losses to 
Pocahontas.   

   There's also a sidebar to this story.
   Back in those days that are 
remembered by many as the Glorious 
1950s, the only other high school 
winter sport in Laurens was that "re-
emerging endeavor" of girls basketball.  
Let the scrapbooks verify that those 
'55-56 Elkettes enjoyed success, too.  
Specifically, they finished second in 
the Twin Lakes Conference (behind 
state tournament qualifier Albert City), 

Here's the 1955-56 Elkettes "first eight." Front row (from left): starters Jeanne Hanish, Beverly 
Leith, JoAnn Cowan, Marilyn Ball, Lenore Laidley, Ann Carlson.  Second row: Gladys Galloway, 

head coach Wes Carlson, Steina Peterson. (Photo courtesy of Laurens Public Library)

....continued to page 2...
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also won the midseason Pocahontas 
County Tournament and, in their 
season finale, claimed third place in 
the  sectional tournament -- for a 
final record of 12 wins and 8 losses.
   Well done, ladies, and please tell us 
more.
   "We had a new coach (Wes 
Carlson) which really helped once 
we got going," remembered Jeanne 
Hanish Cowan, one of the team's 
three high-scoring forwards.  "It 
became a great experience, a fun 
season that has left me with so many 
good memories."
   This then, was what high school 
basketball offered collectively to the 
Laurens community that winter.  
Here's a closer look at the ultimate 
fortunes of both squads...
ELKETTES BOUNCE BACK
   New coach Wes Carlson did not 
show up carrying a magic wand 
for his team's first practice in the 
Old Gym that early November 
day.  Compared to his predecessor, 
Damon Cole, Carlson (who was 
to teach/coach at Laurens for only 
two school years) did bring a new 
philosophy and system, and a 
different way of communicating.  
Thus, there was some sorting out to 
do.  And it showed when the season 
began with five consecutive losses.  
Ouch...
   "But it worked out, a total 
experience" added Hanish, when 
reached at her daughter's home in 
Milan, Ill.  "Winning the county 
tournament was a special memory.  
Compared to my first three years of 
high school basketball, the whole 
senior year was a fresh start."
   Fresh start, indeed.  Consider 

what the Cole-coached Elkettes 
accomplished the previous two 
seasons before Carlson was hired 
-- only two wins total in  '53-54, 
followed by a below-.500 finish (7 
wins, 9 losses) in '54-55. 
   In fairness though, some additional 
perspective:  In the early '50s,  
Laurens High girls basketball was 
on the comeback trail, somewhat 
literally.  Accounts are mostly 
impossible to stumble upon, but 
it's believed the sport, for sketchy 
reasons, was downgraded from 
interscholastic level to intramural 
play in the '30s and much of the '40s
   Those old enough also may 
remember that Iowa high school 
basketball back then still featured 
exclusively the 6-on-6 format of 
three forwards and three guards 
(defenders).  Only forwards -- who 

were restricted to the offensive half 
of the court -- took shots and thus 
scored baskets and took free throws.  
And every player on the floor was 
restricted to two dribbles, then had 
to pass the ball; or, in the case of a 
forward,  take a shot.  Iowa finally 
switched to exclusively 5-on-5 in 
1993.
   Given those conditions, the 
Laurens lineup in '55-56 featured 
three adept senior forwards in Ware 
High transfer Beverly Leith (24.1 
PPG), co-captain Hanish (21.5) and 
JoAnn Cowan (18.5).  The starting 
guards were co-captain Lenore 
Laidley, Ann Carlson and Marilyn 
Ball.  
   Leith, who transferred after Ware 
shut down its grades 9-12 operation, 
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The 1955-56 Laurens Elkettes were Twin Lakes Conference runners-up.  In posting an overall 
record of 12 wins and 8 losses, four of those losses were to teams that advanced to the Iowa 
State Tournament (three losses were to Albert City, one loss to Royal.  The Laurens squad: 
First row (from left): Steina Peterson, Gladys Galloway, Lenore Laidley, Jeane Hanish, Ann 

Calrson, Beverly Leith, JoAnn Cowan, Marilyn Ball. Second row: Leoma Stover, Patty Wilcox, 
Sandra Tinius, Head Coach Wes Carlson, Carol Woodin, Yvonne Hawley, Marilyn Gormley. 

Third row: Joan Torgerson, Kathy Zatloukal, manager Ruth Goddard, manager Retha Muller, 
Phyllis Hanish, Marcia Mitchell, Nancy Vanderpool. (Photo courtesy of Laurens Public Library)  

....continued from page 1...
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was a seasoned veteran, having 
lettered three times for the Pirates 
and played for them in the 1954 state 
tournament her sophomore season.  
Blending her with Hanish and 
Cowan produced a 66.5 team scoring 
average, compared to 60.5 allowed 
by the guard court.  Four of the 
team's eight losses during the season 
came against two opponents that 
wound up in the state tournament 
-- Albert City (3-0 vs. Laurens) and 
Royal (1-0).
   "With three forwards who all could 
score points, it was a threat to the 
other teams," said Hanish. "If one 
of us wasn't hot, it seemed one of 
the other two was. It always worked 
out."
   Hanish presented a special 
challenge for defenses, being mostly 
ambidextrous with a hook shot 
and also a turnaround jumper.  She 
graduated with the maximum-
possible of four varsity letters 
(Laurens' only girls sport in the mid-
'50s was basketball), while Cowan 
and super substitute Gladys Galloway 
earned three, and Laidley two.  
   Kathy Hanish Ball, a sister, had 
this memory of  Jeanne striving for 
perfection with her repertoire of 
shots:  "Hours and hours of Jeanne 
taking shots, shots and more shots 
at the hoop above the uneven gravel 
driveway on our farm,"  said Kathy.
   Jeanne's talents were abundant and 
spread out. She was valedictorian 
of a graduating class of 35 with 
a 3.92 grade-point average; and 
also was homecoming queen, a 
placewinner in the annual American 

Legion Auxiliary essay contest, an 
award-winning vocalist and the base 
drummer in the marching band.
   The Elkettes' 73-55 thumping of 
Plover in the county tournament 
final arguably was the season's high 
point, although a 73-60 win over 
Rembrandt in the sectional third-
place game also rates consideration.  
A bite-your-nails 49-44 loss to 
conference champion Albert City 
also stood out.  Laurens was 6-4 in 
conference play; Albert City, 9-1.
   In the postseason awards, Leith 
and Hanish were selected to the 
Des Moines Register's all-state 
honorable mention list.  Hanish 
also was selected all-state honorable 
mention by the Iowa Daily Press 
Association.  It's assumed several 
players were selected to the all-
conference units, but those results 
could not be located in the Laurens 
Sun archives. Demonstrating their 
durability, Hanish, Leith and Cowan 
each played in every game.  Games-

played statistics for the team's guards 
could not be located in the Laurens 
Sun archives.
ELKS COME CLOSE
   The '55-56 Elks came closest to 
toppling Pocahontas, in their two 
meetings during the conference 
season.  They lost, 60-58, the 
first time, then by one point, 
50-49, in the return match in 
Laurens' venerable Works Progress 
Administration-constructed Old 
Gym by agonizingly failing to hold 
onto that six-point lead in the closing 
minutes. 
   Finnestad, a 6-foot-1 co-captain,  
was joined by forward Jerry Ferguson 
(the other co-captain), 6-foot-5 
center Max Grossnickle and guards 
Bill Maurer and injury-burdened 
Richard Stock or Ron Wenell in a 
starting five that averaged 5-foot-11 
in '55-56. 
    In that 50-49 near-miss, Laurens 
outshot Pocahontas from the field 
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The 1955-56 Elks starting five (from left): Bill Maurer, Jerry Ferguson, Max Grossnickle, 
Richard Finnestad, Ron Wenell,  head coach Francis Peterson.  Wenell replaced  injured 
senior starter Richard Stock  intermittently, including for the last five weeks of the season. 

(Photo courtesy of Laurens Public Library)
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(20-17 in field goals), but got hurt 
at the free throw line (9 of 22), 
compared to the winners (16 of 24).  
Indians guard Bill Plantz proved a 
clutch free-throw shooter in the final 
90 seconds -- a perfect 4 of 4 (he 
was 7 of 9 overall). Maurer had a 
chance to tie the score at 50-all with 
10 seconds left, but his free throw on 
the front end of a 1-and-1 rimmed 
in and out and the Indians collected 
the rebound, then ran out the clock.  
The swarming Elks held Bouma to13 
points and featured balanced scoring 
(Finnestad 14 points, Grossnickle 12, 
Ferguson 10, Wenell 10, Maurer 3), 
yet came up just short.
   In their other two meetings, 
the final score was more decisive 
-- 68-55 in the county tournament 
championship game and 72-56 in a 
sectional tournament final in which 
Bob Bouma, the Indians standout 
6-foot-3, 220-pound center, scored 
his prep career best of 41 points.  
Bouma, an all-stater in football and 
basketball, also verified his pedigree 
later at a higher level, starting in both 
sports at Coe College. 
    Those '55-56 Elks averaged 59.5 
PPG and allowed 51.9 PPG.  Besides 
Finnestad's 23.0 average, Grossnickle 
averaged 9.5 PPG (and led in 
rebounds although precise numbers 
couldn't be located), Maurer 
averaged 9.4, Ferguson 9.2, Stock 
5.8 (in only six games) and Wenell 
3.6.  In an uneven senior year, Stock 
(who was voted homecoming king) 
suffered a back injury during the 
football season, then was sidelined 
with hip and back issues during the 
basketball campaign.  He exited  for 

The 1955-56 Laurens Elks were Twin Lakes Conference runners-up and posted an overall record of 15 wins 
and 4 losses with all their losses inflicted by conference champion/substate tournament qualifier Pocahontas.  

The Laurens squad-- First row (from left): Don Dallenbach, Bill Hinners, Jim Slattery, Bill Maurer, Jerry 
Ferguson, Max Grossnickle, Richard Finnestad, Dennis Larson, Bob Stover, Mike Philip, Ron Wenell, Arlo 
Hinners. Second row: Jerry Younggreen, Burton Bartley, Gary Rehhuhn, Dennis Kress, Jim Baumonk, Bob 
Bailey, John Hakes, Gary Bailey, Garold Hopkins, Larry Koster, Dick Boothby.  Third row: Richard Stock,  
manager Bob Boothby, assistant coach Joe Hermsen, Harlan Hawley, Head Coach Francis Peterson, Dean 

Phillips, manager Bob Siddall, manager Delbert Stiles. (Photo courtesy of Laurens Public Library)  
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the duration in mid-January, leaving 
an 18-point night in a late November 
game as arguably his shining athletic 
moment. The other five Elks were 
a durable cast with Finnestad, 
Grossnickle, Ferguson and Maurer 
playing in all 19 games, and Wenell 
in 18.
   Orchestrating the whole boys 
endeavor that season was head 
coach Francis "Pete" Peterson (who 
joined the Laurens faculty with his 
wife, Marilyn, an elementary grades 
teacher, in 1953 and taught/coached 
at the school for seven years) and 
assistant coach Joe Hermsen (who 
arrived in fall '55).
   "Both good coaches," added 
Finnestad, now 83. "Coach Peterson 
deserved every accolade he got.  A 
saint. He was more interested in 
our welfare than his own. Maybe 
he should have been more harsh at 

times, but I can't say enough about 
them.  Compare their demeanor 
to that of someone like Bobby 
Knight," added Finnestad, drawing 
a comparison to the controversial, 
tempestuous Knight who did reach 
notable heights as a college coach.
   Finnestad, who earned a bachelor's 
degree from Buena Vista and 
had a lengthy career in teaching/
coaching, remembered a late-season 
encounter against Lake City in 
which Peterson -- disgruntled by his 
team's halftime deficit --  lashed out 
uncharacteristically. "He chewed me 
out good," Finnestad admitted.
   Those semi-histrionics did work, 
though.  Laurens got off the canvas 
to claim an eventual 64-48 victory.  
Finnestad, whose season-long best 
weapon seemed to be a jump shot 

....continued from page 3...
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from either corner, converted 13 of 
19 shots and 7 of 9 free throws for 
a career high 33 points that night in 
Lake City. 
   In the postseason, the Laurens lads 
opened sectional tournament play 
with a 61-50 win over Humboldt.  
But two nights later, in the season-
ending loss that featured Bouma's 
prolific 41-point show (16 of 23 
field-goal shooting, 9 of 10 free 
throws), the Elks were mostly off-
target (19 of 53 field goals for 36 
percent, 18 of 33 free throws for 54.5 
percent). Grossnickle and Ferguson 
both fouled out before the final 
buzzer.
   Pocahontas, with solid leadership 
from head coach Fred Brower, then 
reeled off two more victories to win 
the district tournament to remain 
undefeated (21-0). But the Indians 
then were routed in the substate's 
first round by a talented Webster 
City quintet, 94-66. 
   The Indians' second leading scorer 
that season was Jerry Yocum. Yocum  
later secured Elks connections 
when he was hired to teach/coach 
at Laurens in 1964, most notably 
replacing boys basketball coach 
Floyd Winter who was moving on 
to a similar job at larger-enrollment 
Vinton after directing the Elks of  
the early '60s to back-to-back state 
tournament appearances.
   "I grew to appreciate more my 
experience at Pocahontas (in the 
Laurens basketball matchups) after 
I once got to Laurens," said Yocum, 
who spent five years on the Laurens 
faculty and now is retired and living 
in Algona. "If it was a rivalry, it was a 
friendly one back then.  The players 

on both teams had a lot of respect 
for those on the other team. Through 
Neil Maurer (editor/publisher of the 
Laurens Sun and the father of Bill 
Maurer), our players were invited 
to the Maurer home after the game 
in Laurens for a postgame meal.  
Imagine something like that... it 
never happens.  To me, it was a good 
example of what high school sports 
competition should be about."
   In the postseason awards, 
Finnestad and Ferguson made the 
IDPA all-state honorable mention 
list.  Finnestad joined Bouma as the 
only two unanimous picks for the 
all-conference first team.  Bouma 
averaged 29.8 PPG in 22 games.  
Ferguson and Grossnickle were 
unanimous second-team selections.   

REMEMBERING THE 1950s
(Besides the exploits of boys and girls high school basketball in 

1955-56, there were other notable achievements and developments 
in Laurens sports and recreation during the 1950s decade)

**1954--Senior Ronald "Rusty" Mohler became the first athlete in Laurens High School 
history to earn 16 varsity letters (four each in football, basketball, baseball, track/field)
**1956--Amid considerable hoopla and buzz within the community, the Earl Mackie 

Memorial Swimming Pool opened on Memorial Day weekend.  Mackie, a 51-year 
resident of Laurens, donated $50,000 to activate planning/construction of the pool.

**1956--Laurens High claimed a share (with Lake City and Manson) of the  contentious 
Twin Lakes Conference football championship.  The Elks won 5 games and lost one in 

conference play and were 6-1-1 overall -- the fourth best record in school history.
**1957--The 18-hole Laurens Golf and Country Club opened on the site of the former 

Laurens Airport, west of the town's city limits.
**1957--The Joe Hermsen-coached Laurens Little League baseball team (ages 10-12) 

won the Tri-County League championship and posted an overall record of 13 wins and 
only 2 losses.

**1958--In the first season of officially fielding a high school team in the sport, Laurens 
finished No. 2 in the Iowa State Girls Softball Fall Tournament.  Coached by Joe 

Hermsen, those Elkettes finished the season with 10 wins and only three losses, coming 
up just short in the state final against West Central-Maynard by a 12-10 score.

**1959--Once again a summer baseball team coached by Joe Hermsen, posted an 
exceptional record.  The '59 Midgets club (ages 13-15) posted a perfect record of 22 

wins and no losses.  The talented, keenly motivated '59 team shut out the opposition in 
10 of the season's 22 games, outscoring them in the process, 171 runs to 20 runs.  

The team's batting average was a hefty .289.

The best all-around of the seniors 
was Finnestad with 10 varsity letters 
(three in basketball and baseball, 
two in football and track); followed 
by Ferguson, nine (four in baseball, 
three in basketball, one in each 
football and track).
   Hey, everything considered, those 
Laurens athletes of '55-56 went out 
in style. With no leftover residue to 
cause anybody to lose any sleep.
     "That senior year was fun, being 
part of a good team,"  said Finnestad,  
"Of course, I would have loved it if  
the season had lasted a little longer."  
   (A 1963 Laurens High graduate 
and retired writer/editor now living in 
San Antonio, Texas, Rick Davis is an 
occasional contributor to The Paper. 
rickdavis31945@gmail.com)

....continued from page 4...
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Babysitting Clinic 
 

When: Saturday, April 24, 2021 

9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Where: Pocahontas County Expo Center 

310 NE 1st St. 

Who: 5th-12th grade students 

Cost: $10.00/ person (includes lunch, snacks, drink, and materials) 

Registration deadline is April 21, 2021 at the ISU Extension and Outreach Office 
Pocahontas County 

 

305 North Main St. 

Pocahontas, Iowa 50574 

(712)-335-3103 

Registration Form and Agenda on Back 

The fees for this service will be used to off-set direct expenses and to support Youth Development County 
Extension Programs. 

At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
March 31, 2021 

Happy Easter! This week I have a suggestion for you, if you have littles visiting for the Holiday, or 
if you give sidewalk chalk in Easter baskets. Check out a couple kids’ “How to Draw” books from 
the Library. I tell you, this was a game changer for me a couple weeks ago.  For the first time ever, 
I drew recognizable animals – a dog, a squirrel, and a cat! (The bear was a little wonky, but the 8 
year old fixed him for me!) The kids loved it, too. 
     New fiction this week includes: Red Book by James Patterson, No Way Out by Fern Michaels, 
Life’s too Short by Abby Jimenez, Raft of Stars by Andrew Graff, The Bounty by the strange new 
author combination of Janet Evanovich & Steve Hamilton, Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro, 
Later by Stephen King, Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman and Eternal by Lisa Scottoline. 
In nonfiction, we received Every Day Is a Gift: A Memoir by Tammy Duckworth.
     There are a couple spots left in next week’s Take it Tuesday. This month’s craft is a bird nest – 
perfect to add to your seasonal decorating! Contact us to reserve your spot, or to arrange a take 
home bag!
     April’s Book Club Choice is The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck. I read this Dustbowl era 
classic in high school and look forward to rereading it to see how these years have changed (or 
not changed?) my perspective. Whether you read this classic for the first time, reread it, or discuss 
from your memories, we’d love to have you join our discussion on Monday, April 26 at 7 p.m.
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This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, go 
to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext.   

Agenda for Babysitting Clinic 

Participants will learn the basics of CPR, home safety, money management, responsibilities 
of caring for children and they will discuss the ages and stages of young children. 

 
• Register Early! The class size is limited to 15 participants 
• A Subway lunch will be provided for all participants! 

 
 
 

Babysitting Clinic Registration – Registration Deadline April 21, 2021 
 

If you would like to attend this Babysitting Clinic, but need financial assistance please contact the Extension Office to make arrangements 
at 712-335-3103. 

 
Participants name:    

 

Parent/Guardian:  Home Phone:  Work Phone:    
 

Address:  City:  Grade:  Sex:   
 

In case of emergency, notify:  Phone:    
 

Special Health Considerations (allergies, reactions to penicillin, current medications, etc) 

 
 

Activity restrictions:    
 

I have given my child permission to attend the Babysitting Clinic. However, I agree to pick up my child if the chaperones do not feel my 
child is abiding by the guidelines. I also understand that in case of serious injury or illness, I will be notified, but if it is impossible to 
contact me, I give permission for emergency treatment or surgery as recommended by the attending physician. 

 

  Yes  No I give permission for my child to have his/her picture taken to be used for new releases and reports. 

Signature of Parent/Guardian  DATE    

Return to ISU Extension and Outreach Pocahontas County, 305 North Main, Pocahontas Iowa 50574 
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Babysitting Clinic to be held 
Saturday, April 24
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Pocahontas County is holding 
a Babysitting Clinic for youth in 5th through 12th grade. The clinic will be 
held on Saturday, April 24th from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at the Expo Center in 
Pocahontas. The fee for the clinic is $10 a person and will cover a subway meal 
and materials for the clinic. 
     Participants will learn the basics of CPR, home safety, money management, 
responsibilities of caring for children and they will discuss the ages and stages of 
young children. At the end of the course, participants will earn a certificate of 
completion. 
     To register, stop by ISU Extension and Outreach or bring the registration 
form provided to your child through school to 305 N Main St., Pocahontas. 
Registration deadline is April 21st at 4:30 pm. Space is limited to 15 participants 
so register early.    

Are you a child care provider with questions or 
are you thinking about starting a child care 
business? If so this meeting is for you! ISU 
Extension and Outreach Pocahontas County 
is hosting Child Care Resource and Referral 
and Linking Families and Communities to 
answer questions about business registration, 
policies, the Quality Rating Scale, and free 
resources that are available to you. It’s a great 
opportunity to ask questions about providing 
child care or starting a business. Families are 
welcome! The event will include a Story Time 
for children in attendance. 

Come and go at your convenience! 
Families attending will receive a free book!  
 

Child Care 
    Meet and Greet  

April 13, 2021 
4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  

Expo Center (Fairgrounds) 
310 NE 1st Street, Pocahontas 

For more information, contact:  
Janea Blomquist 
Pocahontas County Program Coordinator  
Phone: 712-335-3103 
Email: janeab@iastate.edu  

An ISU Extension and  
Outreach Week  
Celebration! 
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Summer Help Wanted:
The City of Laurens is now taking applications for 

lifeguards, $7.25/hr first year;  pool manager, salary 
to be determined; and summer parks department 

positions, $11/hour for the first year. Applications will 
be accepted at Laurens City Hall through April 1.  

The City of Laurens is an equal opportunity employer.

The City of  Laurens is taking sealed bids 
for nuisance contract work.  

Contract Bid Forms may be picked up at City Hall and 
must be received by noon on April 1.  

Any questions, please contact City Manager, 
Hilary Reed, at 712-841-4526.

On Friday, April 9th, Laurens-Marathon CSD will be holding Kindergarten 
Roundup for the 2021-2022 school year.  Any child who is, or will be, 5 years 

old on or before September 15, 2021 is eligible for kindergarten.
Students in the Laurens Early Childhood Program will have school on this day.  

Other potential kindergarten students for next year should report to the 
LOBBY of our school at 9:00 a.m.  The children will be invited to spend some 
time in the kindergarten room.  If your child is not in the Early Childhood 

Program, you may pick them up at 11:00 a.m.
     If you have a child who will be in kindergarten next year, and they 

are not attending the Laurens Early Childhood Program, please contact 
elementary secretary, Marilyn Ehlers, prior to April 9th to pick up a 

packet of pre-registration materials.  You must have a copy of your 
child’s birth certificate and immunization records.

Success! This is 
Our Proposal for 
Your Child Care 
Business!
Start your journey today! Child Care 
Resource and Referral is offering 
Child Care Ready in North West 
Iowa. Do you enjoy working with 
children and want to be your own 
boss? If you have a passion for 
children, are eager to make a change 
in your life and you are ready for 
help in reaching your goals - NOW 
is the time to make it happen! This 
event will be held online starting 
with orientation on April 8, 2021 at 
6:00 pm. Following classes will be 
held April 19-23, 2021 from 9:00 
am to 4:00 pm. 
     This event will consist of: 
   • CCR&R Meeting- Assist in 
navigating the Department of 
Human Services employment 
processes surrounding child care.
   • Registration Assistance- 
Assist in completing all required 
documentation and trainings to 
become a registered child care 
provider in Iowa. 
   • Community Support- CCR&R 
team of professional people help you 
manage your business all the way to 
the top. 
     Register on Zoom:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/register/tZMpc-
igrz8jH9IVzexdsinwzosKou74I0yd
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This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Thursday:  April 1, 2021
7:00 PM ~ Maundy Thursday Service 
w/Communion

Friday:  April 2, 2021
7:00 PM ~ Good Friday Service

Sunday:  April 4, 2021  
Resurrection of Our Lord/Easter Day
NO Adult SS & Youth SS 
9:30 AM ~ Worship w/Communion
NO Youth Group

Monday:  April 5, 2021
4:00 PM ~ W/M Mtg.

Tuesday:  April 6, 2021
8:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at Bethany

Worship, Love, Accept~Together
 in Christ’s Name

This Week at First 
Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Friday, April 2 
7:00 p.m. - Ecumenical Good Friday 
Service at BLC

Sunday, April 4 
9:30 a.m. - Coffee
10:30 a.m. - Worship

Resurrection of Our Lord Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF

MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass as scheduled in the weekly bulletin
Saturday at 5:00 PM and Sunday at 10:30 AM
Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm at Resurrection

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Pastor Ed Frank

Thurs., April 1 
(Maundy Thursday):
Bible Study @ 1 p.m. with Linda 
Lingo

Sat., April 3:
United Methodist Men meeting & 
breakfast @ 8 a.m.

Sun., April 4 (Easter Sunday):
NO Easter Sunrise Service
Sunday school from 9:15-10:15 a.m.
Worship Service @ 10:30 a.m. w/ 
Holy Communion
Dowel Rod Routine performance by 
the Jr. High Sunday school class

Mon., April 5:
Quilt Club @ 7 p.m. here at UMC

New Hope Baptist 
Church
202 Byron St, Laurens

New Hope Baptist Church invites 
you to join us for Sunday School at 
10 a.m. and our Worship Service at 
11 a.m. Additionally all are welcome 
to attend our weekly Bible Study held 
each Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m.
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Conservation Station Trailers Available for Summer Fair Season
Iowa Learning Farms and Water Rocks! are making Conservation Stations available for education

After a year of unprecedented challenges, Iowa Learning Farms and Water Rocks! will once again make Conservation Station trailers available 
for a full season across Iowa, April through September 2021.
     The trailers are being updated and prepared to offer demonstrations of conservation and agricultural practices that contribute to improving 
water quality and conservation of Iowa’s important natural resources.
     “After a year in mothballs, we are eager to get the Conservation Station fleet back on the road and delivering relevant and research-driven 
information about water quality, natural resources and conservation practices,” said Jacqueline Comito, director of Iowa Learning Farms (ILF) 
with Iowa State University Extension and Outreach. “The summer fair season has always been a highlight for our staff and water resources 
interns, offering them a chance to see much of Iowa while talking with people from all walks of life about their hopes for the future of our 
state and its resources.”
     There is no fee for a Conservation Station appearance, thanks to generous supporters of ILF and Water Rocks! programming. The team 
has adjusted how it will manage programming and activities to comply with Iowa State policies and public health best practices for social 
distancing and safety. In addition, every effort will be made to comply with event or community-specific policies or restrictions.
     Each Conservation Station appearance includes activities for all ages, from games and activities for kids, to demonstrations utilizing rainfall 
simulators that show different erosion and runoff characteristics. Live demonstrations and presentations are attuned to the local audience, and 
the knowledgeable staff from Iowa State is on hand to answer questions and provide insights about topics of interest.
     “In 2019 we rolled out the Conservation Station On the Edge with a working bioreactor, and this year we are adding a fourth trailer to the 
fleet that places a special emphasis on wetlands,” continued Comito. “While COVID disrupted many lives and activities, natural processes, 
agriculture, and life have continued to move along. Helping people 
learn about our water and shared resources are fundamental missions 
for ILF and Water Rocks!, and we are eager to get back to providing 
ample opportunities to deliver information and answer questions on 
all these critical topics.”
     To learn more about the Conservation Stations, visit https://
www.iowalearningfarms.org/page/conservation-station.
To request a Conservation Station visit to your event, visit https://
www.waterrocks.org/request-the-conservation-station.
      About Iowa Learning Farms: Established in 2004, Iowa 
Learning Farms is building a Culture of Conservation by 
encouraging adoption of conservation practices. Farmers, researchers 
and ILF team members are working together to identify and 
implement the best management practices that improve water 
quality and soil health while remaining profitable. Partners of Iowa 
Learning Farms include the Iowa Department of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship, Iowa State University Extension and Outreach, 
Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture, USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, and Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources (USEPA section 319) and GROWMARK, Inc.
     About Water Rocks!: Water Rocks! is Iowa’s unique, award-
winning statewide youth water education program. Through a 
combination of STEM and the arts, especially music, Water Rocks! 
educates, challenges and inspires young people toward a greater 
appreciation of our state’s water, soil and other natural resources. 
Partners of Water Rocks! include: Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach, Iowa Department of Natural Resources (United 
States Environmental Protection Agency, Section 319 of the 
Clean Water Act), Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture and 
personal gifts of support. Learn more at www.waterrocks.org.

SUnday, April 11
1:00 - 3:00

WEst Iowa bank

Swim Team is open to swimmers up to 18 years

of age with Basic Swimming Skills.

Early or Late Registration Contact Kelly tate
@ 450-4396

Registration forms available at:

https://goo.gl/X8cHpR

Be sure to “like” Laurens Swim Team on Facebook!

Extension News & Advertising
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Extension News

Save the Date! 
Child Care 
Provider Meet 
and Greet
As part of Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach Week - 
April 12-17, the Pocahontas County 
Extension and Outreach Office is 
hosting a “Child Care Meet & Greet” 
event on Tuesday, April 13 from 
4:30-6:30 p.m. at the Pocahontas 
Expo Center located at 310 NE 1st 
Street in Pocahontas.
     If you are a child care provider 
with questions about improving 
your business, or if you want to 
start a child care business, then this 
meeting is for you. ISU Extension 
and Outreach is hosting Child Care 
Resource and Referral (CCR&R) and 
Linking Families and Communities 
to answer questions about business 
registration, policies, the Quality 
Rating Scale, and free resources that 
are available to you. 
     This is a drop-in event, so stop at 
your convenience any time between 
4:30-6:30 p.m. Families are welcome. 
The event will include a Story Time 
and each family will receive a free 
book.
     For more information, please 
contact Janea Blomquist, program 
coordinator, at 712-335-3103 or 
janeab@iastate.edu. 

Don’t live in 
Central Iowa but 
are 50+ and Love 
to Learn? 
OLLI at ISU (Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute at Iowa State 
University) is a lifelong learning 
program for ANYONE who is 50+. 
There are no tests, and it’s a great 
opportunity to learn just for the fun 
of learning alongside other lifelong 
learners.  Classes are held during fall, 
winter, and spring sessions. Because 
lifelong learners are busy, we offer 
a variety of class lengths, ranging 
from a one-day 90-minute session 
to eight weeks and everything in 
between. Some courses give you 
time to try your skills outside of class 
time for independent writing and 
photography, among other activities. 
Topics are carefully curated – history, 
literature, health/wellness, science, 
government, current events, and so 
many others – thanks to a volunteer 
curriculum committee. Didn’t like 
history or science in school? Give 
these subjects another try with us!
     There is a $25 annual membership 
fee, and classes are paid ala cart. For 
more information contact Jerilyn 
Logue, director at jlogue@iastate.edu 
or go to our website: www.isualum.
org/olliatisu
     OLLI at ISU is a program of 
the Iowa State University Alumni 
Association. 

4-H Dog Training 
Meeting
Tuesday, April 6, 7:00 p.m. at the 
Expo Center; all 4-H members that 
would like to participate in the 4-H 
dog training this spring/summer are 
encouraged to attend this meeting.  
Please bring a copy of your dog’s 
vaccination paper and your parent, leave 
your dog at home for this meeting.  
     If you are unable to attend the 
meeting but would like to participate; 
please call the office and let me know.  
We would appreciate pre-registration 
for this meeting, so we have adequate 
supplies.  Email lzeman@iastate.edu or 
phone 712-335-3103.

Market Sheep, 
Market Goat 
& Derby Swine 
Weigh In
On Saturday, April 10 all market 
sheep, market goat and derby swine 
(70-pound max) will be weighed-in for 
the 2021 Pocahontas County Fair.  All 
tags are $1/tag, please pay for tags day 
of the event.  We will weigh livestock at 
the fairground in Pocahontas using the 
following schedule:

9–10:30 a.m. - sheep and goats
10:30-11:30 a.m. - derby swine

     After the weigh-in each child 
will enter their own animals in your 
4HOnline account.  If you have any 
questions, please call the Extension 
office at (712) 335-3103 or email: 
lzeman@iastate.edu.
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Custom Rate Survey Shows 
Costs for Iowa Farming
Many Iowa farmers continue to hire at least some of their 
fieldwork and livestock work to be done by others, and new data 
from a popular survey provides ranges and averages of what is 
being paid.
     The “2021 Iowa Farm Custom Rate Survey,” conducted by 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach, covers the amounts 
charged and paid for common crop and livestock services. Tillage, 
planting, harvesting, manure hauling and livestock transportation 
are all included, along with dozens of other tasks and data points.
     The publication is highlighted in the March edition of the Ag 
Decision Maker, along with updates on county-level corn and 
soybean yields, and a farm bill crop payment estimator for 2021-
2022.
     Compared to last year, most custom rates saw a decline except 
for the cost of farm labor, according to Alejandro Plastina, associate 
professor in economics and extension economist at Iowa State 
University.
     “It’s a reflection of the profitability situation in farming,” 
said Plastina, who sent 361 surveys by the U.S. Postal Service 
in February and 198 by email. The results were based on 118 
responses and 3,785 custom rates submitted.
     Fourteen percent of the respondents perform custom work, 
16% hire work done, 45% indicated doing both and 25% did not 
indicate whether they perform or hire custom work.
     The cost of combining corn ranged from $22 to $45 per 
acre, with an average of $35.10 per acre. The cost of combining 
soybeans ranged from $22 to $46 per acre, with an average of 
$34.20.
     The cost to mow hay ranged from $8 to $15 per acre, with an 
average of $11.35 per acre. The average cost for baling small square 
bales was $.59 per bale, $9.35 for large square bales, $10.80 for 
large round bales without wrapping, and $13.20 for large round 
bales wrapped.
     New information in this year’s survey includes rates for seeding 
cover crops, combining corn with a reel and scouting crops with 
fixed wing drones.
     Plastina said the survey is a useful starting point for 
negotiations and farm discussions, but it is not intended to be the 
sole factor used to set price. Other factors include the availability 
of machinery in a given area, timeliness and skills of the operator, 
field size and shape, field conditions and the performance 
characteristics of the machine being used.
     “This is a reference guide of 118 respondents,” he said. “It’s a 
poll of opinions of what these people expect to charge and what 
they expect to pay for custom work.”
     For more information, Plastina can be reached at 515-294-6160 
or plastina@iastate.edu.

How to Prepare When 
Applying for a Business 
Loan
If you’re looking to start a new business or expand on something 
you’re already doing, you may be in need of a loan. If so, there are 
certain steps you can take to help make the process go better and 
increase your chances of being funded.
     Craig Chase, program manager for Farm, Food and Enterprise 
Development with Iowa State University Extension and Outreach, 
has authored a new publication called “Getting Your New Business 
Idea Funded.”
     The publication helps borrowers learn to think like lenders, 
being prepared to show a well-prepared business plan, balance 
sheet and “The 5 Cs” of what lenders look for when evaluating a 
borrower: character, conditions, capital, collateral and capacity.
     “Put yourself in the lender’s perspective,” said Chase. “If you 
were the lender, these are the things they are thinking of when they 
decide whether to lend you money.”
     Chase said many farmers and other entrepreneurs are looking 
to try something new with their operation, to help diversify or to 
respond to market changes created by COVID-19. One popular 
topic has been direct marketing, whether it’s for meat sales, produce 
or something else.
     In simplest form, a loan agreement with a lender obligates the 
borrower to repay the loan on time, including an amount of interest 
to cover the risk to the lender. Interest rates and other conditions 
will vary based on the perceived level of risk to the lender, and the 
borrower’s ability to manage risk.
     Chase said borrowers need to explain the context of their 
business, how different resources will be used and how revenue and 
profits will be created. He said it’s important not to assume the 
lender is familiar with the type of business to be funded, because 
they may not be.
     “If there are holes in the plan or a lack of information, someone 
has to fill in those details,” he said. “If the farmer doesn’t give the 
right kind of information or enough information, often it’s the 
lender who fills in the blanks, and often it’s in the lender’s favor.”
     The publication also includes a 10-point checklist borrowers 
should consider before applying for a loan, including a review of 
their credit score, loan to asset ratio, cash flow and working capital.
     The information was reviewed by Paul Dietmann, senior lending 
specialist with Compeer Financial of Wisconsin, who contributed 
content and reviewed it for accuracy.
     For more information, Chase can be reached at 515-294-
1854 cchase@iastate.edu. Or visit the Farm, Food and Enterprise 
Development site online.
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LMPC Minutes

 

           March 25, 2021 
 
The Utility Board of Trustees of Laurens, Iowa met in regular session at the Municipal Building, 272 N. 
Third Street, Laurens, Iowa, at 11:30 a.m. on the above date.  Present were Trustees Richard Main, 
Jerry Runneberg, and Ben Storms.  Also present was General Manager Chad Cleveland. 
 
Motion by Trustee Storms and seconded by Trustee Runneberg to approve the agenda for the March 
25, 2021 regular meeting.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Storms to approve the minutes of the February 
25, 2021 Board meeting.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Trustee Storms and seconded by Trustee Runneberg to approve the summary of receipts for 
February 2021 in the amount of $478,194.27 and the list of expenses for February 2021 in the amount 
of $492,702.88.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Summary of Receipts 
A/R – Electric      $ 282,485.09 
A/R – Communications    $   62,452.02 
Merchandise/Services – Electric   $        115.00 
Merchandise/Services – Communications   $        112.00 
Carrier Access Fees – Communications  $     4,517.77 
Write-Off Recovery – Electric    $        225.53 
Interest Income – Electric    $     3,522.13 
LIHEAP Energy Assistance – Electric  $     1,480.00 
Deposits – Electric     $     2,485.67 
Deposits – Internet     $        272.00 
Bond Good Faith Deposit – Electric   $   82,300.00 
Marathon Energy Sales – Electric   $   10,875.66 
Tower Lease – Communications   $     2,100.00 
Attachment H Revenues – Electric   $   23,943.48 
Miscellaneous – Telephone    $          26.00 
Miscellaneous – Cable TV    $            6.92 
Gain on Sale of Equipment – Electric   $     1,245.00 
Office Phones – Electric     $          30.00 
Total Cash Receipts     $ 478,194.27 
 
Electric Receipts     $ 408,707.56 
Communications Receipts    $   69,486.71 
Total Cash Receipts     $ 478,194.27 
 
List of Expenses 
A & M Laundry     Dust Mops & Mats   $            85.28 
AFLAC       Employee Contributions  $          245.80 
After Prom Party     Donation    $          100.00 
Alliant Energy      Capacity Assignment Charges $     10,020.78 
Aureon       CALEA/SS7/Switching/Transport $          319.51 
Avesis       Group Vision Insurance  $          108.48 
Bailey, David      Mileage    $            86.24 
Big 10 Network     Programming Fees   $          540.00 
Bowman Welding Service    Generators/Fuel Lines  $          830.06 
Century Link Access     Access/Transport Fees  $          552.31 
Cleveland, Chad     Mileage    $            43.68 
Consortia Consulting     Consulting Contract   $          975.00 
Counsel      Lanier Copier Support   $            63.98 
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Customers      Deposit/Credit Refunds  $          405.17 
Department of Energy     WAPA Power Bill   $     33,439.43 
Echo Group      Supplies    $          414.52 
Employee Benefit Systems    Self-Funding – Administration  $          120.00 
Employee Benefit Systems    Self-Funding – Claims  $            10.00 
Fox Sports Net North     Programming Fees   $       2,854.84 
Grainger      Supplies    $          526.41 
Hearst Television     Programming Fees   $       1,682.10 
ICMA RC      Employee Contributions  $          800.00 
Internal Revenue Service    Payroll Taxes    $     10,220.30 
Interstate TRS Fund     TRS Fund Assessment  $          213.95 
Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities  Membership Dues   $       5,785.00 
Iowa Department of Revenue    Sales Tax    $       7,108.58 
Iowa Department of Revenue    State Withholding   $       1,692.00 
Iowa Public Employees Retirement System  IPERS Contributions   $       6,201.16 
Iowa Utilities Board     DPRS Assessment   $            37.76 
Laurens, City of     Utility Billing    $     89,148.90 
Laurens Food Pride     Supplies    $            65.66 
Laurens House of Print    Paper/Business Cards  $          134.29 
Laurens Municipal Power & Communications Communications Bill   $          203.33 
Laurens Plumbing     Supplies    $          236.09 
Laurens State Bank     Service Charges   $            49.80 
Laurens Sun      Publications/Advertising  $          365.00 
Library of Congress     SA1 Royalty Licensing Fee  $            67.00 
Long Lines      Communication Services  $       9,372.38 
Lumen Lexcis      Directory Listings   $            29.34 
Merchant Bankcard     Credit Card Processing Fees  $          796.08 
MidAmerican Energy     Neal 4 Operations   $     16,000.00 
NAPA Auto Parts     Vehicle Maintenance Supplies $          284.91 
National Cable Television Cooperative  Programming Fees   $     15,821.22 
Nexstar Broadcasting     Programming Fees   $       1,612.68 
NIMECA      Power Bill    $     66,752.08 
Nyhart       GASB 75 Report   $          600.00 
Oakhill Consulting     FTTH Project    $       1,072.00 
Office Elements     Office Supplies   $          148.20 
Payroll       Salaried, Hourly & Overtime  $     26,215.65 
PLIC-SBD Grand Island    Life/Disability Insurance  $          497.84 
Pop Media      Programming Fees   $            45.39 
Postmaster      Postage    $          550.00 
Pro Cooperative     Fuel/Diesel    $          280.04 
Pro Cooperative      Generators Diesel Fuel  $   138,521.96 
R&D Industries     Network Support   $          553.25 
Shamrock Recycling     Building Demolition 85%  $     25,230.21 
Spencer Municipal Utilities    Transport Fees   $       1,321.50 
UMB Bank      Bond Payment Service Charge $          151.39 
Unity Point Occupational Medicine   Services – Testing   $            42.00 
US Card Systems     Credit Card Terminal Lease  $            29.95 
Visa       Website Hosting Renewal  $          359.88 
Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield   Group Health Insurance  $       9,860.23 
Zcorum      Cable Modem Provisioning  $          802.29 
       Total Expenses   $   492,702.88 
 
Electric Expenses   $   435,878.94 
Communications Expenses  $     56,823.94 
Total Expenses   $   492,702.88 
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Trustees reviewed the Utility Funds Report, Balance Sheet, and Income Statement for February 2021.  
Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Storms to have the Investment Committee 
reinvest CD # 71233 upon maturity.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
MidAmerican Energy has provided documentation regarding a solar farm project that they would like to 
have interconnect to the grid at the Webster Substation.  This interconnection will in no way impair any 
Lehigh-Webster joint owner’s ownership path through the Webster Substation, and there will be no 
associated cost to the joint owners.  Based upon this information now before the Board of Trustees 
including the March 9, 2021 letter and attachments from MidAmerican Energy, Trustee Storms moved 
to approve consent for MidAmerican Energy to proceed with actions necessary to allow the proposed 
interconnection of a new generation facility to the Webster facilities and to approve consent for the 
proposed interconnection, all as set forth in the MidAmerican Energy Letter, provided that the 
interconnecting generator pays 100% of all costs and further provided that any amendments to the 
Lehigh Webster agreement are brought before this Board for approval as required.  Trustee Runneberg 
seconded the motion.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
The General Manager went over proposed cash flow projections for Cable TV, Internet, and Telephone.  
Discussion focused on the Cable TV cash flow projection and rates.  Programming costs alone exceed 
what we charge for our two main packages (Broadcast Starter and Basic Plus). 
 
Trustee Storms introduced the following Resolution entitled “RESOLUTION AMENDING THE RATES 
CHARGED FOR THE BROADCAST STARTER AND THE BASIC PLUS CABLE TV PACKAGES” and 
moved for adoption.  Trustee Runneberg seconded the motion to adopt.  The roll was called, and the 
vote was:  Ayes:  Main, Runneberg, and Storms.  Nays:  None. 
 
Chairman Main declared the resolution duly adopted as follows: 
 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE RATES CHARGED FOR THE BROADCAST STARTER AND 
THE BASIC PLUS CABLE TV PACKAGES 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to an election held in the year 1997, the Municipal Broadband 
Communications Utility in and for the City of Laurens, Pocahontas County, Iowa was established; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to an election held in the year 1997, the management and control of the 
Laurens Municipal Broadband Communications Utility was put in the hands of the Board of Trustees; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees may, by resolution, establish, impose, adjust, and provide for 
the collection of rates to be charged for the use of communication services provided by the Laurens 
Municipal Broadband Communications Utility. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of the City of Laurens, 
Pocahontas County, Iowa that the new rates for the Cable Television Broadcast Starter package and 
the Basic Plus package shall go into effect on May 1, 2021 and shall be as follows: 
 
 CABLE TV SERVICES:  CURRENT RATES  NEW RATES 
 
 Broadcast Starter  $25.00 a month  $30.00 a month 
 Basic Plus   $45.00 a month  $46.00 a month 
 
 *all other packages and equipment charges remain the same.  
 
 
 
 

 

Passed and approved this 25th day of March 2021. 
 
          Richard Main 
          Chairman, Board of Trustees 
ATTEST: Chad Cleveland 
  Secretary, Board of Trustees  
 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting adjourned at 2:50 p.m. 
 
 
          Richard Main   
          Chairman, Board of Trustees 
ATTEST: Chad Cleveland 

Secretary, Board of Trustees 

LMPC Minutes


