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Local News 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Pocahontas 
County Participate in Read Across Iowa
During the month of March Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach celebrated Read Across Iowa. 
A program many counties across the state celebrated by 
promoting reading to children. Did you know according 
to Connie Beecher, who is an associate professor of 
education and extension specialist. Research shows 
that one of the strongest predictors of school success 
is reading to children and having books in the home. 
Children who read and listen to books hear a greater variety of words - up to 50% more - leading to a better 
vocabulary.
     On March 31st ISU Extension and Outreach Pocahontas County celebrated by delivering nearly 200 books 
to children of all ages by working with participating child care providers in Pocahontas and the surrounding 
communities. Parents and caregivers of children were provided with tips on reading to children and ways to 
encourage older children to read. Child care providers were provided with books and tips on reading to children 
and ways to create a reading friendly environment.        
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Babysitting 
Clinic to be 
Held Saturday, 
April 24
Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach Pocahontas County is 
holding a Babysitting Clinic for youth 
in 5th through 12th grade. The clinic 
will be held on Saturday, April 24th 
from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at the Expo 
Center in Pocahontas. The fee for the 
clinic is $10 a person and will cover 
a subway meal and materials for the 
clinic. 
     Participants will learn the 
basics of CPR, home safety, money 
management, responsibilities of caring 
for children and they will discuss the 
ages and stages of young children. At 
the end of the course, participants will 
earn a certificate of completion. 
     To register, stop by ISU Extension 
and Outreach or bring the registration 
form provided to your child through 
school to 305 N Main St., Pocahontas. 
Registration deadline is April 21st 
at 4:30 pm. Space is limited to 15 
participants so register early.    

Early Planting Is Possible as Soils 
Continue to Warm
A warm start to April is giving farmers an opportunity for an early start in the fields. 
How much to do now depends on where you farm and your level of risk assessment.
     According to the April 5 soil temperature map provided by the Iowa 
Environmental Mesonet, nearly all counties in Iowa are at 50 degrees Fahrenheit or 
warmer – the minimum for planting corn. 
     However, agronomists with Iowa State University Extension and Outreach say 
it’s still early, both in terms of the optimum planting window and the risk for spring 
frost. 
     Historically, the optimum planting window for Iowa corn has been April 11 to 
May 18, with a shorter window in the northern part of the state compared to the 
south. And the risk for a heavy frost (temperature below 28 F) remains above the 
50th percentile until about mid-April.
     “It looks like we’re setting up for a beautiful planting season, much like we had 
last year, but we’re still early for the planting timeframe that is considered ‘maximum 
yield potential’ for Iowa,” said Meaghan Anderson, field agronomist with ISU 
Extension and Outreach.
     Although soil temperature at planting is important, agronomists advise that the 
soil temperature should remain at 50 F or trend upward after planting, to prevent 
cold injury to the seed. A cold rain after planting, with freezing temperatures, can be 
especially damaging.
     Mark Licht, assistant professor in agronomy and cropping systems specialist for 
ISU Extension and Outreach, said producers might be better tending to other field 
tasks before putting seed in the ground. He said crop insurance will not cover a 
replant until April 11, and there is still plenty of time for planting.
     “I think it’s safe to say we are not out of the woods on receiving low temperatures 
in the 30s or even below yet,” Licht said. “Last year northern Iowa had a frost on 
May 5. And I can remember many of the last 10 years have had frosts the last week 
of April or first week of May.”
     Licht shared his advice in an April 1 blog post on the Integrated Crop 
Management website, where updates will be provided throughout the growing 
season.
     As for soybean, Licht said he considers “early planting” to be any time between 
April 11-25, with “ultra-early” being anything before April 11.
     Planting soybean before April 25 can result in higher yields, but the yield 
potential is not consistent from year to year. He said it is more important to make 
sure soybean is planted before May 20, to avoid late planting yield declines.
     “Planting early ensures you will not be planting late, but it does not mean that 
you will not experience damage or have to replant,” Licht said.
     Farmers will face risk no matter when they decide to plant, but a good start to 
the season, like most Iowans are seeing now, is always favorable. Prices for corn and 
soybean are also up from past years, adding more optimism to the start of this year’s 
crop.
     For more information, Licht can be reached at 515-294-0877 or lichtma@
iastate.edu. Anderson is available at 319-331-0058 or mjanders@iastate.edu.

LG&CC Ladies 
Board Spring 
Meeting
Laurens Golf & Country Club Ladies 
Board Spring Meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, April 27. Social at 5 PM, 
meeting at 6 PM and supper to follow.
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Thank You!
Words can’t begin to express our deep gratitude for everything that has been 
done for us since Pat’s diagnosis!  Thank You for your love, cards, gifts, thoughts 
and prayers!  Thank You to William and Wesley (Amanda, Sherri and Bill) and 
the Laurens Fire Department for sponsoring the sale of the t-shirts.  Thank You 
to all who have purchased the shirts-it’s awesome to see so many Firefighter 
shirts out there!!  We’d also like to thank Hannah Zylstra and the Laurens-
Marathon Community School faculty and staff for sponsoring the Purple for Pat 
day.  Facebook was full of purple that day!!  Living in a small community may be 
boring to some, but in a time of crisis, it means the world to us to have the love 
and support of friends and neighbors!  Thank You for supporting us through our 
journey!  

Pat and Jean Murray

At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
April 14, 2021 
 
New fiction this week includes: Gambling Man by David Baldacci, Just Get 
Home by Bridget Foley, Of Women and Salt by Gabriel Garcia, All The Children 
Are Home by Patry Francis, Under the Southern Sky by Kristy Harvey, Good 
Company by Cynthia Sweeney, Early Morning Riser by Katherine Heiny, The 
Good Sister by Sally Hepworth, When the Stars Go Dark by Paula McLain, Ocean 
Prey by John Sandford and Last Night in London by Karen White. 
     In nonfiction, we received Remember: The science of memory and the art of 
forgetting by Lisa Genova and Lady Bird Johnson: Hiding in plain sight by Julia 
Sweig.
     I’m just starting to read April’s Book Club Choice, The Grapes of Wrath by 
John Steinbeck. Have you read this classic? I did in a high school class, but am 
interested to see if my viewpoint has changed over the years. Whether you read 
this classic for the first time, reread it, or discuss from your memories, we’d love 
to have you join our discussion on Monday, April 26 at 7 p.m.

Coming Events
April 26 @ 7 p.m. - Book Club The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck

May 4 @ 6 p.m. - Take it Tuesday will have a patriotic theme
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The Carbon Market:
Soil Health, 

Carbon Sequestration 
and Economics

Join this Women, Land & Legacy virtual event to learn more about soil health and 
carbon sequestration. Speakers will also discuss conservation planning, conservation 
programs, and how the carbon market may affect your farm economy. There is a lot 
of interest right now in the new market of carbon credits. Take this opportunity to 
broaden your awareness and understanding!

Virtual Learning Session

RSVP by June 4 to:

June 15, 2 - 4 p.m.

Scheduled Presenters
Ruth McCabe, Conservation Agronomist, Heartland Co-op

Hillary Olson, Soil Health Specialist, USDA-NRCS
Kate Bussanmas, Assistant Director, IDALS-DSCWQ

(Space is limited!)

NRCS, 600 West Elm Ave., Pocahontas, IA  50574  
(712) 335-4790 ext. 3 or email rachel.wiest@usda.gov
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IMMEDIATE JOB OPENING

ROUTE DRIVER VACANCY
LAURENS-MARATHON CSD

$34.70 per Route
Requires a valid driver’s license. 

Interested applicants need to send a resume/
application to:

Amy Hubbell, Board Secretary, 
amyhubbell@lm.k12.ia.us

Position will be opened until filled.
AA/EOE

Drive-By Bridal 
Shower
There will be a drive-by shower 
at 409 Ralston St, Laurens for 
Rhianna Aschenbrenner, bride-elect 
of Thomas Erickson, on April 18th 
from 10 a.m. -1 p.m. 
     Rhianna is registered at Amazon, 
Walmart and Lizziedoodle.  

Bridal Shower 
Honoring Alaina 
Campanella
Please join in celebrating Bride Elect 
of Collin Lind, Alaina Campanella, 
with a come and go shower on 
April 24, 2021 from 9:00-11:00 am 
at the Lind home, 4633 200th Ave., 
Marathon.
     Instead of a card, please bring a 
recipe to share with the couple to 
help them build their own cookbook!

SERVICE TECHNICIAN
Job opening available at our Laurens location.

Dealership offers excellent wages, benefit programs & training.
Send your resumes to:

K.C. Nielsen, LTD
Attn: Human Resources

12140 440th St., Laurens, IA 50554
Email: jwubben@kcnielsen.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

K.C. Nielsen LTD is a family owned business looking to hire
a service technician to become a part of our team. Service
technician will be responsible for repair and maintenance of

Agricultural Equipment. Prefer to have one year or more general
mechanic or diesel repair experience, valid driver’s license, and

excellent communication skills.
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Agenda for Babysitting Clinic 

Participants will learn the basics of CPR, home safety, money management, responsibilities 
of caring for children and they will discuss the ages and stages of young children. 

 
• Register Early! The class size is limited to 15 participants 
• A Subway lunch will be provided for all participants! 

 
 
 

Babysitting Clinic Registration – Registration Deadline April 21, 2021 
 

If you would like to attend this Babysitting Clinic, but need financial assistance please contact the Extension Office to make arrangements 
at 712-335-3103. 

 
Participants name:    

 

Parent/Guardian:  Home Phone:  Work Phone:    
 

Address:  City:  Grade:  Sex:   
 

In case of emergency, notify:  Phone:    
 

Special Health Considerations (allergies, reactions to penicillin, current medications, etc) 

 
 

Activity restrictions:    
 

I have given my child permission to attend the Babysitting Clinic. However, I agree to pick up my child if the chaperones do not feel my 
child is abiding by the guidelines. I also understand that in case of serious injury or illness, I will be notified, but if it is impossible to 
contact me, I give permission for emergency treatment or surgery as recommended by the attending physician. 

 

  Yes  No I give permission for my child to have his/her picture taken to be used for new releases and reports. 

Signature of Parent/Guardian  DATE    

Return to ISU Extension and Outreach Pocahontas County, 305 North Main, Pocahontas Iowa 50574 
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Obituaries

Jeanette Oleson 
Johnson Hawley 
Passes
On March 14, 2021, the world lost a 
very special woman. Jeanette Oleson 
Johnson Hawley died of natural 
causes at the UnityPoint Health-
Trinity Regional Medical Center in 
Fort Dodge, Iowa, ten weeks shy of 
her ninety-fifth birthday.
     Jeanette Hawley was a devoted 
wife, mother and friend. She is 
survived by her husband Leland J. 
(Bud) Hawley, her children Lynn 
Johnson, Jane McCann and Marlane 
(Richard) Parra, her grandchildren 
Cara, Tyler and Riley (Valerie) 
Johnson, and Andrew and Evan 
McCann, her great-grand daughter 
Parker Johnson, and many nieces 
and nephews. She was preceded in 
death by her parents (Frank O. and 
Lena Oleson) , her siblings Merle, 
Darryl (Odie), Homer and Lois, her 
husband Marvin L. Johnson, and her 
son-in-law Dan McCann.
     Jeanette was born May 28, 1926 
in Laurens, Iowa. The daughter of 
Frank O. and Lena Oleson, she 
was raised on a farm north-east of 
Laurens with her four siblings. She 
attended the country school and 
graduated from Laurens High School 
in 1943, attended the University of 
Iowa for one year, and graduated 
from AIB College of Business in Des 
Moines.
     Jeanette worked at M&JR Hakes 
until she married Marvin L. Johnson 
in 1949. They raised their three 

children, Marlane, Lynn and Jane in 
Laurens.
After Marvin died in 1977, Jeanette 
worked several years at First Federal 
Savings Bank. She married Leland J. 
(Bud) Hawley in 1987.
     Jeanette was the quintessential 
homemaker. She was an avid 
seamstress and made nearly all of 
the clothes for herself and her two 
daughters. She was an excellent 
baker. She was active in the 
community, serving on the board 
and on several committees at the 
First Christian Church. She was a 
cub scout leader, a Y-Teen advisor, a 
day camp girl scout leader, a member 
of Eastern Star, an avid participant in 
the Laurens Library book club, and a 
19-year member of the Lions Club in 
Mesa, Arizona (where she and 
Bud spent the winter months).
     Jeanette adored her family. 
She was thrilled when she 
earned the title of “GG” (great 
grandmother) and longed to 
see great granddaughter, Parker 
when she could.
     Through the years, Jeanette 
enjoyed playing golf, cribbage, 
bridge, and solitaire. The 
birthday club was a source of 
joy for her, both hosting and 
participating. She loved being 
with her friends, whether it be 
in Laurens, in Mesa, Arizona, or 
at Lake Okoboji.
     Jeanette will be remembered 
as a spunky gal who put a smile 
on everyone's face. She made 
others happy with her upbeat 
attitude. People will remember 
her kindness, her love of a 
good party, her reliability, her 
cheerful attitude, and her deep 

and abiding sense of family. She 
has been described as “one of the 
nicest, kindest people I know.” Her 
close friends and family will miss 
her “happy hours” with Cheetos and 
wine!
     The light dimmed a little bit for 
all of us when she died.
     A funeral service will be held at 
the First Christian Church on July 
11 at 2:00 pm in Laurens, Iowa, 
followed by a celebration of life at 
the Laurens Country Club from 
3:00-5:30pm.
     The family requests that in lieu 
of flowers, donations be made to the 
Laurens Public Library Foundation, 
273 North Third Street, Laurens, 
Iowa 50554.
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Church

This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Wednesday: April 14, 2021
7:00 PM ~ Council Mtg.

Thursday: April 15, 2021
2:00 PM ~ Circle Group at Bethany

Sunday: April 18, 2021
Third Sunday of Easter
9:15 AM ~ Adult SS
9:30 AM ~ Youth SS
10:30 AM ~ Worship w/Communion 
& SS sings
3:00 PM ~ 4-H Club Mtg.
NO Youth Group

Tuesday: April 20, 2021
8:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at Bethany

Worship, Love, Accept~Together
 in Christ’s Name

This Week at First 
Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Sunday, April 18 
9:30 a.m. - Coffee
10:30 a.m. - Worship

Resurrection of Our Lord Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF

MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass as scheduled in the weekly bulletin
Saturday at 5:00 PM and Sunday at 10:30 AM
Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm at Resurrection

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Pastor Ed Frank

Thurs., April 15:
Bible Study @ 1 p.m. with Linda 
Lingo here at the church

Sun., April 18:
Sunday school (cherubs-adult) from 
9:15 a.m.-10:15 a.m.
Fellowship Coffee @ 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service @ 10:30 a.m.
Native American Ministries Sunday 
offering

Wed., April 21:
Administrative Council mtg @7 p.m.

New Hope Baptist 
Church
202 Byron St, Laurens

New Hope Baptist Church invites 
you to join us for Sunday School at 
10 a.m. and our Worship Service at 
11 a.m. Additionally all are welcome 
to attend our weekly Bible Study held 
each Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m.
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Beef Corn Silage 
Calculator Is 
Newly Updated
Those who use silage in their beef rations 
are invited to consider using a free 
calculator from Iowa Beef Center that 
provides helpful information.
     According to developer Garland 
Dahlke, the Corn Silage to Beef 
Calculator provides a means to rank the 
potential value of corn silage varieties 
used in beef rations. Dahlke, who is an 
associate scientist at IBC, said several 
factors are important aspects of the tool.
     "Although grain yield has always been 
a primary criterion for hybrid selection, 
kernel starch digestibility and plant fiber 
digestibility are factors that cannot be 
ignored when assessing the value of one 
variety over another," he said.
     This Excel-based application has 
been available for some time; however, 
after a couple years of use some minor 
adjustments and the inclusion of starch 
digestibility into the calculation have 
been incorporated into the overall 
assessment.
     This calculator is free to download 
from the calculators page on the IBC 
website. Contact Dahlke with questions 
or comments at 515-294-9910 or 
garland@iastate.edu.
     The Iowa Beef Center at Iowa State 
University was established in 1996 with 
the goal of supporting the growth and 
vitality of the state’s beef cattle industry. 
It comprises faculty and staff from 
Iowa State University Extension and 
Outreach, College of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences and College of Veterinary 
Medicine, and works to develop 
and deliver the latest research-based 
information regarding the beef cattle 
industry. For more information about 
IBC, visit www.iowabeefcenter.org.

Iowa Nature Series Provides Fresh 
Look at Iowa's Outdoors
New series is a one-stop shop for educational materials 
about nature

The diversity and breadth of Iowa’s natural environment is captured in a new series of 
publications by Iowa State University Extension and Outreach and the Iowa Association 
of Naturalists.
     “Iowa’s Nature Series” is a collection of 10 publications covering topics such as 
landforms and geology, forests, prairies, aquatics, vertebrates, invertebrates, plants, and 
influential voices for Iowa’s nature.
     The publications are educational and feature color photography, original artwork, 
and creative designs.
     The series is an update to similar publications that were produced about 20 years 
ago, with a focus on making them digitally accessible and accurate to date.
     “We set out to honor the spirt of this historical series and make each publication 
digitally accessible, modernly accurate, and aesthetically pleasing,” said Adam Janke, 
assistant professor in natural resources ecology and management and extension wildlife 
specialist at Iowa State University.
     About 35 authors and a half-dozen designers contributed to this effort. The 
result is a “one-stop shop” for educational material about Iowa’s nature, with each 
publication available for free download from the ISU Extension Store. Each original 
map and graphic developed for the project is also available for free download and use in 
educational applications.
     Lily Jensen, one of several members of the Iowa Association of Naturalists who 
helped author the publications, said she plans to integrate them into her own 
educational efforts and hopes others will do the same.
     “I think this series will serve as a valuable resource to the general public and also 
provide useful resources for new naturalists and classroom teachers and students,” she 
said.
    The series covers more than just plants, animals and rocks. For those interested in 
the history of nature in Iowa, the “Influential Voices” article provides biographies of 20 
people who helped improve nature and conservation in Iowa.
     The “State Symbols” section gives a historical background for symbols such as Iowa’s 
state flower, state rock, state bird and state tree.
     The series was produced with funding from a Resource Enhancement and Protection 
Conservation Education Program grant administered through the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources.
     For more information, Janke can be reached at 515-294-7429 or ajanke@iastate.edu.
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Women 
Landowners Are 
the Focus of New 
Outreach Project
Owning nearly half of the farmland 
in Iowa, women landowners play 
an influential role in decisions that 
impact agriculture and natural 
resources.
     To better understand this 
demographic, a team of specialists 
with Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach is beginning a three-
year project to study the needs, 
challenges and opportunities of 
women landowners.
     The project is called “Enhancing 
Conservation, Access and 
Generational Transition of Iowa 
Farmland through Women 
Landowners” and is being funded 
through a $300,000 grant by 
the United States Department of 
Agriculture’s National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture.
     According to the 2017 Iowa 
Farmland Ownership and Tenure 
survey, 47% of all acres and 55% of 
all leased acres in Iowa were owned 
by women. In addition, most owners 
were over the age of 65 and 13% of 
female farmland owners in Iowa were 
over 80. 
     Madeline Schultz, program 
manager for the farm management 
team’s women in ag program with 
ISU Extension and Outreach 
and the project’s lead, said the 

disconnect between ownership and 
operator can sometimes lead to a 
disconnect with land-based decision 
making, whether that’s with leasing, 
conservation, farmland transition or 
a combination.
     Her goal with the project is to 
bring women landowners together to 
help answer their questions.
     “There’s a great opportunity for 
women to learn more about farmland 
ownership and we’re happy to be a 
part of this initiative,” said Schultz. 
“We also have some gaps in our 
knowledge of what women farmland 
owners need to help them manage 
their land, so we’re hoping to learn 
from them.”
     Wendong Zhang, assistant 
professor and extension economist 
at Iowa State, said the goal is to 
empower women landowners to 
make well-informed decisions on the 
land they own.
     Zhang is a team member for the 
project and a lead organizer of the 
2017 farmland ownership survey. He 
said the group will work on research 
and extension focused on developing 
better farm management materials 
for women.
     “We recognize that women 
landowners, especially senior 
landowners, are increasingly 
important in terms of land holdings,” 
said Zhang. “However, when you 
look at our extension programming, 
they are often missing.”
     The first part of the project will 
consist of collecting more data 
and analytics about women farm 
ownership. From there, the team will 
assemble area meetings of women 

landowners and stakeholders, to 
discuss and gather concerns. Lastly, 
the team will hold online and 
face-to-face workshops to deliver 
information and resources that 
improve women’s knowledge of land 
ownership.
     Specific goals include the use of 
equitable leases and other economic 
incentives to increase conservation 
and land access for beginning 
farmers, adoption of soil and water 
conservation practices, and the 
implementation of efficient plans 
to transition farmland to the next 
generation of Iowa farm owners.
     A survey will be sent to known 
women landowners in June, and 
those interested in participating can 
contact Madeline Schultz at 515-
294-0588 or schultz@iastate.edu. 
The grant portion of the project 
began Jan. 15, 2021, and will 
conclude Jan. 14, 2024.
     Other team members include 
Jamie Benning, assistant director 
for agriculture and natural 
resources with ISU Extension and 
Outreach; Melissa O’ Rourke, 
farm management specialist with 
ISU Extension and Outreach; 
Lisa Scarbrough, communications 
specialist for the women in ag 
program at Iowa State; and Kristine 
Tidgren, director of the Center for 
Agricultural Law and Taxation at 
Iowa State and holder of the Leonard 
Dolezal Professorship in Agricultural 
Law.
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April 5th, 2021 
The Laurens City Council met in regular session at the Municipal Building at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, April 

5th, 2021.  Mayor Rod Johnson called the meeting to order.  Present were Mayor Rod Johnson, Council members 
Jean Swanson, Aaron Christenson, Rich Newgard, Julie Potter, John Jamison, City Administrator Hilary Reed, City 
Clerk Joan Hoben, City Attorney Ann Beneke, Public Works Director Julian Johnsen, and Chief of Police Dan 
Wegg.     

Christenson moved to approve the consent agenda, minutes from the March 15th, 2021, meeting, and the list 
of claims. Jamison seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.   

 
CLAIMS   04-05-2021 

  
A&M SERVICES, INC. MOPS, RUGS, RAGS             94.50  

ACCO CHEMICALS AT WATER PLANT        2,290.10  

AFLAC MONTHLY GROUP INSURANCE           439.40  

ALLIANT ENERGY MONTHLY GAS           328.18  

ANN BENEKE NUISANCE ABATEMENT           617.00  

FIDELITY SECURITY LIFE APRIL EYE CARE INSURANCE           181.98  

AXON ENTERPRISE, INC. TASERS           840.00  

CONNECTIONS MONTHLY GROUP INSURANCE             39.84  

DEE JACKSON/JACKSON MOTORS SNOW REMOVAL             18.00  

DELTA DENTAL APR DENTAL INSURANCE           792.94  

ECHO GROUP, INC. POLICE DEPT LIGHTS           279.36  

FIRE SVC TRAINING BUREAU TRAINING           100.00  

FOUNDATION ANALYTICAL LAB WASTEWATER TESTING           498.75  

HILARY REED MILEAGE               18.60  

IACMA RETIRMENT 457           500.00  

IRS FED/FICA TAX        5,246.52  

IPERS IPERS        5,379.00  

IPERS/PD PROTECTED IPERS           666.95  

JACK'S UNIFORMS & EQUIPMENT CLOTHING ALLOWANCE        1,056.20  

JAMES LITWILLER TRAINING           170.19  

LMPC INSURANCE DIVIDEND        2,830.28  

LMU MONTHLY UTILITIES        6,261.41  

LAURENS PLUMBING SUPPLIES           304.29  

MAGUIRE IRON, INC. SERVICE AGREEMENT      20,250.00  

THE MESSENGER LEGALS           184.47  

NORTHWEST COMMUNICATIONS CAMERA INSTALLATION        6,842.76  
OVERHEAD DOOR SALES & 
SERVICE REPLACE DOOR        5,441.24  

PCC AMBULANCE BILLING           427.73  

PRIME BENEFITS GROUP INSURANCE             78.75  

R&D INDUSTRIES, INC TEC SUPPORT           372.00  

SANTANDER LEASING MONTHLY PUMPER PAYMENT        1,461.34  

SCE, LLC WATER MAIN BREAK        1,900.00  
SCHOON EXCAVATING & 
DRAINAGE HOUSE DEMO      11,000.00  

SIEPKER AUTO REPAIR OIL FILTERS           185.28  

STAPLES OFFICE SUPPLIES           335.85  

TREASURER STATE OF IOWA MAR SALES TAX        4,380.00  

US BANK POLICE AD           668.51  

VERIZON WIRELESS MONTHLY CELL PHONE             88.90  

WELLMARK APRIL HEALTH INSURANCE      12,814.87  



Our Town Our Paper! 12

City Council Minutes

WEX BANKS POLICE FUEL           644.62  

 
TOTAL      96,029.81  

   
PAYROLL 3/22/2021 

 001 GENERAL        2,535.83  
210 ROAD USE TAX        1,508.39  
600 WATER        2,312.46  
610 SEWER        2,035.93  
670 GARBAGE        2,410.12  

 
TOTAL      10,802.73  

 
4/1/2021 

 001 GENERAL        5,754.90  

 
PAYROLL TOTAL      16,557.63  

 
PAID TOTAL    112,587.44  

   001 GENERAL         
44,008.06  

110 ROAD USE TAX        4,477.46  
112 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS        7,643.68  
175 POCKET PARK        1,425.23  
600 WATER      37,416.69  
610 SEWER        7,707.17  
670 GARBAGE        9,909.15  

 
TOTAL BY FUND    112,587.44  

   

REVENUES GENERAL 
        
20,416.55  

 ROAD USE TAX        5,445.40  

 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS        2,874.31  

 EMERGENCY LEVY             91.61  

 LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX        8,537.85  

 TAX INCREMENT FINANCING        1,536.90  

 POOL RESTRICTED        1,470.00  

 HOMETOWN PRIDE        2,650.00  

 
DEBT SERVICE        2,829.44  

 
CAPITAL EQUIPMENT FUND           305.51  

 
WATER      41,440.35  

 
SEWER      29,273.58  

 
GARBAGE      20,271.75  

 
STORM WATER        2,959.79  

  
   140,103.04  

 
Mayor Johnson proclaimed April 2021 as Keep Laurens Beautiful Month.   
Newgard move to approve proceeding forward with the 2021 Summer Celebration.  Swanson seconded.  

All ayes; motion carried.   
Newgard moved to approve the resignation of Bo Greene. Potter seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.   
Potter motioned to approve Resolution 07-21 Dumpster Fees, seconded by Jamison.  Roll call vote: Ayes: 

Potter, Jamison, Newgard, Christenson, Swanson.  Nays: none.  Motion carried.   
Swanson motioned to approve Resolution 08-21 – Reappointment to Utility Board, seconded by 

Christenson.  Roll call vote: Ayes: Potter, Jamison, Newgard, Christenson, Swanson.  Nays: none.  Motion carried.   
Jamison moved to approve Resolution 09-21a and 09-21b – Quit Claim Deed to Luverne Runneberg.  

Newgard seconded.  Roll call vote: Ayes: Potter, Jamison, Newgard, Christenson, Swanson.  Nays: none.  Motion 
carried.   

Potter moved to approve the Snyder & Associates Standard Professional Services Agreement.  Jamison 
seconded.  All ayes; motion carried. 

Swanson moved to approve the first reading of Ordinance 01-21 – Municipal Infractions.  Potter seconded.  
Roll call vote: Ayes: Potter, Jamison, Newgard, Christenson, Swanson.  Nays: none.  Motion carried.   

Discussion was held on development of the Benz Addition.   
During routine matters the council discussed the two bids received for Nuisance Mowing Abatement 

Services.  Reed will talk with Wayne’s Lawn and Service regarding his suggestion and award him the bid.   
Potter moved to adjourn at 5:43 p.m.  Jamison seconded.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 
 
 
______________________________   ____________________________________ 
Rod Johnson, Mayor       Hilary Reed, City Clerk 


