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Local News 

Iowa's Best Burger 
Award Goes to 
Bambino's
In celebration of "May Beef Month," 
the Iowa Cattlemen's Association and 
Iowa Beef Industry Council are excited 
to announce the results of Iowa's Best 
Burger contest. Bambino's, in Ossian, 
has been awarded this year's Iowa's Best 
Burger honors.
     At first glance, Bambino’s appears to 
be a hole-in-the-wall, nestled between 
Decorah and West Union. Customers 
having visited the quaint Ossian 
establishment, before or after it had 
ranked among Iowa’s Best Burgers, would 
concur—there is more than meets the eye. 
     Ron Lienau, of Fredericksburg, IA, 
purchased the bar in 1982. He and his 
girlfriend, Sue, decided to embark on this 
journey together, but “for a little while; 
not too long.” One year later, Ron and 
Sue wed. Soon after, the couple started 
their family, having four boys in five and 
a half years. "We were hoping to sell when 
our youngest was in Kindergarten,” Sue 
recalls. “Thirty-nine years later, and we’re 
still here.” 
     The Lienau’s raised all four boys, while 
managing the bar and growing their 
business. Sue’s bar shift offered flexible 
hours, allowing her to attend the boys’ 
sporting events. As they grew older, all 

four boys worked for the family-owned 
business. Sue is proud of her boys, as they 
gained both cooking and social skills from 
their food service experience. She is now 
teaching her grandsons how to wash glasses 
and assist customers.
     Bambino’s, which mimics Ron’s college 
nickname, was “truly a bar,” at first. 
However, Sue says “food became a bigger 
demand over time.” When the restaurant in 
town closed, it left townsfolk without a place 
to dine. Bambino’s, which did not feature a 
service kitchen at the time, found a way to 
open early and serve breakfast. Sue cooked 
at home, then brought her breakfast items to 
the bar to serve. Eventually, a new restaurant 
opened and Bambino’s 
stopped its breakfast 
service, but continued 
with its noontime meal. 
“Throughout it all, we 
have had a good noon 
meal,” Sue says. “My 
meals are always made 
from scratch.”  
     To date, Bambino’s 
has continued offering 
noon specials, including: 
hamburger steak on 
Monday, roast beef meal 
on Thursday, and chef ’s 
pick on Friday. “We 
do more food business 
than bar business,” Sue 
shares. “Beef, all around, 
is our biggest seller. It’s 
in our goulash, meatloaf, 

and soups.” Aside from the daily lunch 
specials, “cheeseburgers and fries have 
been customers’ go-to,” Bambino’s keeps 
busy with burgers “all day and all night,” 
as farmers call in for a no hassle, utensil-
free lunch, bowlers seek out a quick meal 
on their drive back from league night, and 
softball players round out a long evening.  
     Bambino’s burgers are highly sought 
after, and “you can get them anytime.” 
Bino (Ron) will serve burgers from 
9 a.m. to 2 a.m., attracting customers all 
throughout the day. Bambino’s burgers 

...continued to page 2...
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feature fresh, never frozen, 80/20 fine 
ground beef. Ron and Sue patty the 
7-ounce burgers as orders come in. The 
burgers are then cooked to 160 degrees, 
placed on a fresh KwikStar bun, and 
customized.
     Bambino’s most requested burger 
is the “veggie burger,” which features 
a juicy, all-beef burger patty topped 
with lettuce, tomato, pickle, and onion. 
Customers can customize their burgers 
anyway they’d like. Popular toppings 
include: bacon, egg, onion rings, and 
hash browns. Overall, Bambino’s 
customers “just like beef,” Sue says. 
“They’re beef eaters.”  
     Sue enjoys unleashing her creative 
side, when building a burger. Not 
only does she create flavor, but fun. 
Regular customers and special guests 
may find a creative design made out 
of ketchup on their burgers during 
special occasions, such as birthdays 
and holidays. In her spare time, 
Sue continues to chip away at her 
children book series, which her 
customers helped inspire.   
     The Lienau’s enjoy their 
customers, and the hospitality shown 
by Sue and Ron make Bambino’s 
a special place to dine. “Meeting 
new people and welcoming new 
visitors'' has been the highlight of 
their Best Burger Contest experience. 
Unfamiliar guests become part of the 
Bambino’s family well before they 
step foot outside. The Lienau’s know 
no stranger.  
     The flavor, creativity, and 
hospitality which abounds at 
Bambino’s, have helped this small-
town establishment secure Iowa’s 

2021 Best Burger award. The 
designation as Iowa’s Best Burger 
comes after a two-phase competition, 
sponsored by the Iowa Beef Industry 
Council through the Iowa State Beef 
Checkoff and the Iowa Cattlemen’s 
Association. The first phase is based 
on votes from the public. For a 
month, burger lovers went online 
and voted for their favorite Iowa 
burger joint. At the end of the 
month, the 10 restaurants with the 
most votes were declared the “Top 
10”. From there, three anonymous 
judges visited each of the restaurants, 
scoring the burger patties based on 
taste, doneness, and presentation.   
     Bambino’s, located at 102 N 
Lydia Street, Ossian, IA, 52161, 
is open from 9 a.m. 
to 2 a.m. Monday 
through Saturday 
and 3 p.m. to 2 
a.m. on Sunday. The 
establishment is 10 
miles south of the 
Decorah Municipal 
Airport or six miles 
east of Calmar, right 
off Highway 52 on N 
Lydia St.
     About the 
Iowa Cattlemen's 
Association: The 
Iowa Cattlemen’s 
Association represents 
nearly 9,000 beef-
producing families and 
associated companies 
dedicated to the future 
of Iowa’s beef industry. 
ICA’s mission is “Grow 
Iowa’s beef business 

through advocacy, leadership and 
education.” www.iacattlemen.org.
      About the Iowa Beef Industry 
Council: The Iowa Beef Industry 
Council is funded by the $1-per-
head National Beef Checkoff 
Program and the $0.50-per-
head Iowa State Beef Checkoff. 
Checkoff dollars are invested in beef 
promotion, consumer information, 
research, industry information and 
foreign market development, all with 
the purpose of strengthening beef 
demand. www.iabeef.org.

...continued from page 1...
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4-H and FFA 
Livestock 
Identifications 
Due
All animals that will be exhibited at 
the 2021 Pocahontas County Fair 
must be identified no later than 
May 15.  Livestock ear tags may be 
purchased at the ISU Extension and 
Outreach Pocahontas County office 
Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m.- 
4:30 p.m.  
     If you need help with the 
identification process, please call: 
712-335-3103 or email: 
lzeman@iastate.edu.

Bridal Shower
A Bridal Shower honoring Samantha 
Naberhaus and Brice Wenell will be 
held on May 22 at 9:30 AM in the 
Evangelical Covenant Church in 
Albert City, IA. 
     Samantha is the daughter of Scott 
and Brenda Naberhaus of Schaller. 
Brice is the son of Lynn and Jeri 
Wenell of Albert City.

Come and Go 
Bridal Shower
Come and go Bridal Shower 
honoring Rachel Doggett, bride elect 
of Mark Hersom, Saturday, May 15 
at West Iowa Bank Community 
Room in Laurens, from 10 a.m. to 
12 p.m. 
     The couple is registered at 
Lizziedoodle and Heart’n Home in 
Laurens, Target and Bed Bath and 
Beyond.
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At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
May 12, 2021 

We are enjoying the small slices 
of normal activity returning to 
our library. We had a couple more 
members return to Book Club 
this month, as they feel more 
comfortable since being fully 
vaccinated. Deb had a full class 
for Take it Tuesday also! We still 
require masks and social distance 
as much as possible at these events. 
It’s so good to have more people 
back – it seems more like our 
library!
     This week in fiction, we 
received: Local Woman Missing by 
Mary Kubica, Summer of Lost and 
Found by Mary Alice Monroe and 
That Summer by Jennifer Weiner. 
     In nonfiction we received 
Facing the Mountain: a true story of 
Japanese American heroes in World 
War II by Daniel James Brown.
      Our May Book Club Choice 
is Home Front by Kristin Hannah. 
I love this author, and this 
description makes me want to pick 
the novel up and start reading, “In 
her most emotionally powerful 
story yet, Kristin Hannah 
explores the intimate landscape 
of a troubled marriage with this 
provocative and timely portrait of 
a husband and wife, in love and at 
war.” We have lots of copies of this 

At the Library & Advertising

book, so grab one to read, even if 
you don’t join our discussion! 
Our discussion will be Monday, 
May 24 at 7 p.m.

Coming Events
May 24 @ 7 p.m. Book Club 

Home Front by Kristin Hannah
June 1 @ 6 p.m. Take it Tuesday 

Rockin’ Bead Bugs
July 11 @ 11 a.m. Author Chris 

Hodges
“Reading Colors Your World.”  
Summer Wednesdays a 1 p.m.!

Summer Helper 
 
Laurens Municipal Power & Communications (LMPC) is currently looking to fill the 
position of Summer Helper.  LMPC is seeking an individual to assist in the maintenance 
of our buildings and grounds and assist the Electric and Communications Departments 
with various tasks. 
 
Applicant requirements include: 

• Must be safety minded and team oriented 
• Must have and be able to maintain a valid Driver’s License 
• Must be 17 years of age or older 
• Must be willing to work outside the majority of the day – Rain or shine 

 
This is a seasonal/part-time position that consists of up to 40 hours a week, Monday 
through Friday.  Current wage scale for this position ranges from $11 to $14 an hour. 
 
Please send resumes to Laurens Municipal Power & Communications, Attn:  General 
Manager, 272 N. Third Street, Laurens, Iowa 50554.  Job applications are also available 
at our office in City Hall. 
 
Resumes and job applications will be accepted until the position is filled.  For more 
specific information, call 712-841-4610 or email lmpc@laurens-ia.com.  
 
Laurens Municipal Power & Communications is an equal opportunity employer. 

Summer Helper

Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.thepapernow.com

100% User 
Generated Content!

Subscribe and 
Submit TODAY!
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Services Held for 
Bud Hawley
Leland J. “Bud” Hawley, 97, of 
Laurens, passed away on April 23, 
2021 at Laurens Care Center. He 
was the son of Charles F. and Lela 
(Stover) Hawley, who died at his 
birth. His aunties called him “Buddy” 
until he was named Leland after his 
mother. Buddy was raised by his 
grandparents, Fred K. and Henrietta 
B. Hawley. 
     After graduating from Laurens 
High School, Bud attended Grinnell 
College before joining the U.S. Army, 
where he was assigned to medical 
school in Little Rock, AR, and 
where he met and married Beverly 
(Buckwalter). Upon the death of his 
granddad in 1945, Bud returned 
to Laurens to become the third 
generation in the family business, 
Hawley Insurance Agency. During 

Obituaries

their 28-year marriage Bud and Bev 
raised their 4 children (Cynthia, 
Fred, Gloria and Mary Kay) in 
Laurens. In 1987 he married Jeanette 
(Oleson) Johnson and they enjoyed 
34 years of marriage until her passing 
in March of this year. 
     Bud was an active life-long 
member of Laurens United 
Methodist Church and a Past Master 
of Masonic Grace Lodge #519, a 
Master Mason and 32nd Degree 
Scottish Rite Mason, and a Shriner 
with Abu Bekr Temple. 
     He was active in many insurance 
industry associations, including 
Pocahontas County Mutual 
Insurance Association (board chair), 
Iowa Mutual Tornado Insurance 
Association (board member), Iowa 
Association of Mutual Insurance 
Companies (president), and 
Iowa Mutual Agents Association 
(president). 
     Bud contributed to the Laurens 
community throughout his life 
by serving as treasurer of Laurens 
Community School District, 
president of the Chamber of 
Commerce, many positions with 
Lions International, president of 
Laurens Development Corporation, 
board member and a term as chair 
of LMPC Board of Trustees from 
1979 to 1997, and commander of 
American Legion Larimer-McCabe 
Post #24. He was a founding 
member of the Laurens Golf and 
Country Club. 
     He enjoyed travel and visited all 
50 states, 48 by car along with much 
of Canada, and also took trips to 
Europe and Australia. He enjoyed 
playing golf and walleye fishing 

in northern Minnesota. A loyal 
Democrat and proud descendant of 
Iowa Pioneers, Bud was honored by 
his stewardship of The Hawley Home 
Place, an Iowa Century Farm since 
1981. 
     Bud is survived by his daughter 
Cynthia Hawley, son Fred Hawley, 
sons-in-law Bill Grice and Dale 
Larson, grandchildren Trent Larson, 
Brynn Beal and Allison Strong, 4 
great-grandchildren, sister Gretchen 
Woodin, and nephews Charles 
Appleton and Bret Appleton. 
     He was preceded in death by 
his grandparents, parents and 
special stepmother Leone, favorite 
aunt Martha Huddleston, his wife 
Jeanette, his former wife Beverly 
Shaffer, daughters Gloria Grice and 
Mary Kay Larson, sister and brother-
in-law Jane and Jay Appleton, 
brother-in-law Don Woodin and 
nephews Daniel and David Woodin. 
     Funeral service was held at the 
United Methodist Church in 
Laurens on  Wednesday, May 12 at 
10:30 AM. 
     A Livestream of Bud’s funeral 
service will begin shortly before 
10:30 A.M. on Wednesday, 
March 12, on the Laurens United 
Methodist Church Facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.
com/Laurens-United-Methodist-
Church-319744918040619
     The recording of the funeral 
will be posted later on the Church’s 
Facebook page.
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2021 Pocahontas 
County District 
Fair
4-H and FFA members in grades 
4-12 in Buena Vista, Calhoun, Clay, 
Humboldt, Kossuth, Sac, Palo Alto, 
Pocahontas and Webster counties 
are invited to participate in the 2021 
Pocahontas County fair July 14-19 in 
Pocahontas.  4-H and FFA members 
must have their livestock identified 
in their home county by May 15 and 
must make entry to the Pocahontas 
County fair in www.fairentry.com no 
later than June 25.   
     The fairbook is posted online 
at https://www.extension.
iastate.edu/pocahontas/sites/
www.extension.iastate.edu/files/
pocahontas/2021%20%20Fairbook.
pdf. The schedule is posted but 
subject to change, final schedule will 
be posted July 1, 2021.  
     If  you have any questions or need 
help with the entry process, please 
contact ISU Extension & Outreach 
Pocahontas County at 712-335-3103 
or lzeman@iastate.edu.

Hy-Vee Named 
One of the Best 
Supermarkets in 
the Nation
Hy-Vee Ranked No. 2 on USA 
Today’s 10Best List 

Hy-Vee, Inc. announced today that 
it has made USA Today’s 10Best 
Supermarkets in the nation list in 
the 2021 10Best Readers’ Choice 
Awards. Hy-Vee ranked No. 2 on the 
list among grocery retailers across the 
country.  
     Hy-Vee is a Midwestern grocery 
retailer with more than 275 stores 
across Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
South Dakota and Wisconsin. 
It is known for quality, variety, 
convenience, healthy lifestyles, 
culinary expertise and superior 
customer service. It employs more 
than 88,000 employees with sales of 
more than $11 billion annually.
     “We are honored to be recognized 
as one of the top grocers in the 
nation,” said Hy-Vee Chairman, 
CEO and President Randy Edeker. 
“We thank our customers for their 
loyalty and our dedicated employees 
for providing exceptional service.”
     Since 2020, Hy-Vee has been 
on a mission to be the “Best Place 
to Work and Shop in America,” 
introducing new services, innovations 
and value to its customers such as its 
Hy-Vee Plus premium membership 
program, enhancements to its Aisles 

Online grocery ordering service and 
now offering COVID-19 vaccines 
at its retail pharmacies – all while 
continuing to provide the helpful 
customer service it is known for. 
     Over the past year, Hy-Vee has 
introduced new employee benefits 
such as a 10% employee discount 
on groceries, holiday pay, employee 
appreciation bonuses, an enhanced 
401(k) plan, part-time insurance and 
tuition assistance.   
     A panel of experts partnered with 
10Best editors to pick the initial 
supermarket award nominees, and 
the top 10 winners were determined 
by popular vote. To learn more about 
USA Today’s 10Best Readers’ Choice 
awards for best supermarkets, visit 
https://www.10best.com/awards/
travel/best-supermarket/. 
     Hy-Vee, Inc. is an employee-
owned corporation operating more 
than 275 retail stores across eight 
Midwestern states with sales of $11 
billion annually. The supermarket 
chain is synonymous with quality, 
variety, convenience, healthy 
lifestyles, culinary expertise and 
superior customer service. Hy-Vee 
ranks in the Top 10 Most Trusted 
Brands and has been named one 
of America’s Top 5 favorite grocery 
stores. The company’s more than 
88,000 employees provide “A 
Helpful Smile in Every Aisle” to 
customers every day. For additional 
information, visit www.hy-vee.com.
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This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Wednesday: May 12, 2021
7:00 PM ~ Council Mtg.

Sunday: May 16, 2021
Sixth Sunday of Easter
9:15 AM ~ Adult SS
9:30 AM ~ Coffee Fellowship
10:30 AM ~ Worship w/Communion

Tuesday: May 18, 2021
8:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at Bethany

Worship, Love, Accept~Together
 in Christ’s Name

This Week at First 
Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Sunday, May 16 
10:00 a.m. - Coffee
10:30 a.m. - Worship

Resurrection of Our Lord Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF

MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass as scheduled in the weekly bulletin
Saturday at 5:00 PM and Sunday at 10:30 AM
Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm at Resurrection

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Pastor Ed Frank

Wed., May 12:
Funeral service for L.J. “Bud” Hawley 
@ 10:30 a.m.

Thurs., May 13:
Bible Study w/ Linda Lingo @ 1 p.m. 

Sun., May 16:
NO Sunday school
Fellowship Coffee @ 9:30 a.m.
Worship @ 10:30 a.m.

Wed., May 19:
Administrative Council mtg @ 7 p.m.

New Hope Baptist 
Church
202 Byron St, Laurens

New Hope Baptist Church invites 
you to join us for Sunday School at 
10 a.m. and our Worship Service at 
11 a.m. Additionally all are welcome 
to attend our weekly Bible Study held 
each Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m.
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2021 Pocahontas 
County Livestock 
Jamboree
On Monday, May 24 at 6:00 p.m. at 
the Pocahontas County Fairgrounds, 
4-H and FFA members will present on 
how to care and show different species 
of animals.  This event is for the entire 
family and a free light lunch will be 
served. 
     Clover Kid Families, you are 
welcome to join us!  Registration is 
required for this event and all COVID 
guidelines will be followed.  Please 
register number of family members 
attending no later than May 19.  
     You may email lzeman@iastate.edu, 
or call the Extension Office at 712-335-
3103.

2021 Pocahontas 
County Fair Book
The 2021 Pocahontas County Fair Book 
is posted on our website at: https://
www.extension.iastate.edu/pocahontas/
sites/www.extension.iastate.edu/files/
pocahontas/2021%20%20Fairbook.pdf 
     We do not mail copies, but if you 
would like a copy, you may pick one up 
at the Extension Office during regular 
business hours M-F 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  
If you need a copy and cannot pick one 
up, please give me a call at 712-335-
3103 and I’ll make arrangements with 
you to get one.

Iowa 4-H Prepares for an Out of this 
World Experience this Summer with 
NASA Astro Camps
As May the 4th draws near, fans of Star Wars and space enthusiasts of all ages are eager 
to celebrate how far we’ve come with space exploration. Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach 4-H Youth Development is no exception, as preparations for Astro 
Camp events, an opportunity to bring NASA STEM lessons to the youth of Iowa, are 
underway.
     Youth will participate in Astro Camp events across the state June 14-18 this year. 
Astro Camp gives all youth the chance to get involved in and experience science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics and to inspire future astronauts and engineers 
to learn about space with activities unique to NASA.
    Camp activity highlights include the creation of a mission patch, building a space 
habitat, and a statewide rocket launch. Astro Camp is a great way to help youth foster 
career dreams of tomorrow and develop life-changing goals through Next Generation 
science, math and engineering skills.
     4-H STEM Program Specialist and Assistant Director of Education and Outreach 
for the Iowa Space Grant Consortium, Sara Nelson, treasured her own Space Camp 
experience when she was younger. "Thanks to the generous support of the Iowa Space 
Grant Consortium, I was able to attend Space Camp at the start of my career as an 
educator. It was an amazing experience that really sparked my interest in space and 
STEM. NASA Astro Camp is one way we are working to bring this same experience to 
the youth of Iowa. I am so excited to be partnering with STEM educators from around 
that state this summer to bring this opportunity to over 1,000 Iowa youth."
     Partners for this statewide STEM event include the NASA Iowa Space Grant 
Consortium, Governor’s STEM Advisory Council, Science Center of Iowa, University 
of Northern Iowa, Putnam Museum and Science Center, and Iowa PBS.
     “We are thrilled to be working with partners to offer this opportunity to the youth of 
Iowa,” said Nelson. We hope that Astro Camp inspires youth to learn more about space 
and to consider a STEM profession.”
     Preparation for the camps includes training on featured NASA curriculum, delivery 
of a camp material kit, and a series of pre-camp lunch and learn activities. The lunch 
and learn activities will be released on Wednesday afternoons on the Iowa 4-H Facebook 
page following the schedule below.

5/12 – Iowa Planetary Science, University of Northern Iowa
 5/19 – NASA Top 5, Iowa 4-H Youth Development

5/26 – Global Sky App, Science Center of Iowa
6/2 – Mars Landing, Iowa PBS

6/9 – Space Gallery Tour, Putnam Museum and Science Center
     “Thoughts of our solar system and the world beyond our atmosphere are exciting!” 
said Mary Wilkins, ISU Extension and Outreach youth outreach coordinator in 
Story County. “Astro Camp will enable youth to encounter their own exciting space 
explorations through engaging activities and even consider the amazing learning 
adventures of astronauts!”  
     For more information on Astro Camp, please contact your county ISU Extension 
and Outreach office or visit the Iowa 4-H website at www.extension.iastate.edu/4h.

Extension News
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Fencing and Grazing Clinic 
Offers Technology, Tours 
and Tools
The Fencing and Grazing Clinic, organized and hosted by the 
Iowa Beef Center, the Department of Animal Science at Iowa 
State University, and the Beef Teaching Farm at Iowa State 
University, is set for June 17 at the Beef Teaching Farm in 
Ames.
      A variety of topics, speakers and learning opportunities 
make this clinic a “must-attend” for anyone who works with 
cattle, grazing and fencing in their operations.
     “Attendees of this one-day event will learn about 
considerations for a grazing plan, tour the Iowa State University 
Beef Teaching Farm and participate in a fencing demonstration 
led by Gallagher on permanent and temporary fencing,” 
said Erika Lundy, beef specialist with Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach. “Fencing laws, Iowa State research 
updates and interaction with an experienced grazier producer 
panel also are on the agenda.” 
     Beef teaching farm manager David Bruene said participants 
will be able to see and ask about methods being tried on the 
farm for extending the grazing season and controlling cow 
costs.
     “We’ve been experimenting with cover crops, annual 
forages, paddock renovation and swath grazing,” Bruene said. 
“The on-farm component allows us to showcase some of what 
we’re doing, and producers can learn from our successes and 
mistakes.”
     Participants will be split into two groups to allow for easier 
hands-on demonstrations and small group discussions during 
both the classroom and in-field settings. The clinic will run 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and includes a meal prepared by the 
Story County Cattlemen. The event flyer offers a quick look at 
topics, date, time and location, and sponsor listing.
     There is no cost to attend; however, all registration must be 
done online on the event website at http://www.aep.iastate.edu/
fencing/.
     Organizers are prioritizing the health and safety of Iowans 
and are following the most current federal, state, local and 
university COVID-19 guidelines. Participants are required to 
wear a face covering when in the presence of others and unable 
to maintain a six-foot physical distance.
     For more information about IBC, visit www.iowabeefcenter.
org. To learn more about this event, Lundy can be reached at 
641-745-5902 or ellundy@iastate.edu. Reynolds is available at 
bethr@iastate.edu.

Let Children Play in the 
Mud for Fun and Learning
A little dirt and water can create mud, as well as limitless 
opportunities for children to play and learn, according to 
Cindy Thompson, a human sciences specialist with Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach.
      “Mud is squishy, slimy, sloppy and wonderful! The joy 
children experience playing in mud is second only to the 
many benefits associated with mud play,” said Thompson, who 
specializes in family life issues.
     Health benefits. “There is an assumption that mud is full of 
germs and harmful to children,” said Thompson. “Not all germs, 
however, are bad. Many germs actually boost immune systems.”
     Early childhood experts, including those with the Mayo 
Clinic Children’s Center, say exposure to germs found in outdoor 
elements like grass and mud help build a stronger immune 
system, especially in young children. Friendly bacteria in the 
body can also get a boost from mud play.
     Learning benefits. The benefits of mud for children go 
beyond their immune systems, Thompson noted. “Children 
learn through their senses: touching, smelling, seeing, listening 
and, yes, even tasting. The texture and squishiness of mud is 
completely different than sand or play dough, and mud makes a 
very unique sound. The way wet mud feels between toes is much 
different than how mud feels drying on the back of a hand.”
     Children can explore many new and amazing sensations only 
through the characteristics mud provides, Thompson said. Adults 
can help build children’s vocabulary during mud play by using 
descriptive words for the sensations children experience. Mud 
also fosters creativity in children because mud is open-ended 
– there are many ways children can play with mud and no one 
right way.
     Mud kitchens. To provide mud experiences for children, 
consider creating a “mud kitchen,” a dedicated space outdoors 
for children to discover and explore through mud, Thompson 
suggested.
     Dirt and water are the only two required ingredients, but 
additional materials and props can extend play. Kitchen items 
like measuring cups, muffin tins and cookie sheets are great 
initial additions to a mud kitchen. Paint brushes, buckets and 
small vehicles also provide new experiences. Some mud kitchens 
include child size tables and age appropriate garden tools for 
digging.
     “A few basic rules, like no throwing mud, help ensure safe 
play, and always remember to dress for the mess!” Thompson 
added.
     To explore more ways to support young children’s growth and 
development, visit the Science of Parenting.
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            April 29, 2021 
 
The Utility Board of Trustees of Laurens, Iowa met in regular session at the Municipal Building, 272 N. 
Third Street, Laurens, Iowa, at 11:30 a.m. on the above date.  Present were Trustees Richard Main, 
Jerry Runneberg, and Ben Storms.  Also present were Ann Beneke, Glenda Mulder, Lyle Wallin, and 
Hilary Reed representing the Pool Committee and General Manager Chad Cleveland. 
 
Motion by Trustee Storms and seconded by Trustee Runneberg to amend the agenda by adding item 
12A – Utility Vehicle.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
The Pool Committee members informed the Board that the current pool is 65 years old and is a 
challenge each and every year to get it opened for the public.  Their latest cost estimate for a new pool 
and bathhouse is $2,319,000.  They currently have $537,307.32 in the Pool Fund.  The biggest hurdle 
they have right now is getting enough donations so they can seek out grants.  They informed the Board 
that they need over 50% of the project available before they can seek out grants.  They asked the 
Board to consider making the donation needed to get them over that 50% goal.  No specific action was 
taken at this time. 
 
Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Storms to approve the minutes of the March 
25, 2021 Board meeting.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Trustee Storms and seconded by Trustee Runneberg to approve the summary of receipts for 
March 2021 in the amount of $9,670,152.54 and the list of expenses for March 2021 in the amount of 
$5,318,349.66.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Summary of Receipts 
A/R – Electric        $   330,811.74 
A/R – Communications      $     77,577.50 
Merchandise/Services – Electric     $          265.00 
Merchandise/Services – Communications     $          288.00 
Carrier Access Fees – Communications    $       4,926.23 
Write-Off Recovery – Communications    $            62.67 
Write-Off Recovery – Carrier Access Fees – Communications $          203.79 
NIMECA Power Bill Credits – Electric    $1,270,145.60 
LIHEAP Energy Assistance – Electric     $       1,440.00 
Deposits – Electric       $       2,250.00 
Deposits – Internet       $          310.00 
Deposits – Telephone       $            25.00 
2021 Bond Proceeds – Electric     $7,944,280.45 
Marathon Energy Sales – Electric     $       9,970.84 
Tower Lease – Communications     $       4,200.00 
Attachment H Revenues – Electric     $     23,351.48 
Miscellaneous – Cable TV      $            14.24 
Office Phones – Electric       $            30.00 
Total Cash Receipts       $9,670,152.54 
 
Electric Receipts       $9,582,545.11 
Communications Receipts      $     87,607.43 
Total Cash Receipts       $9,670,152.54 
 
List of Expenses 
A & M Laundry     Dust Mops & Mats   $            85.28 
Advanced Control Systems    SCADA System Support  $       1,237.02 
AFLAC       Employee Contributions  $          245.80 
Alliant Energy      Natural Gas    $          371.33 
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Aureon       CALEA/SS7/Switching/Transport $          815.11 
Avesis       Group Vision Insurance  $          108.48 
Big 10 Network     Programming Fees   $          537.75 
Bowman Welding Service    Generation Fuel Lines  $       3,055.41 
Buena Vista County Treasurer   Property Taxes   $          125.00 
Century Link Access     Access/Transport Fees  $          551.96 
Clay County Treasurer    Property Taxes   $            69.00 
Consortia Consulting     Consulting Contract   $          975.00 
Counsel      Lanier Copier Support   $            56.77 
Customers      Deposit/Credit Refunds  $          601.96 
Department of Energy     WAPA Power Bill   $     29,537.38 
DGR Engineering     Engineering Fees   $          711.50 
Echo Group      Antronix Splitters   $          711.51 
Employee Benefit Systems    Self-Funding – Administration  $          120.00 
Employee Benefit Systems    Self-Funding – Claims  $            74.26 
Hearst Television     Programming Fees   $       1,682.10 
Horsetech      UPS Shipping Fees   $            35.99 
ICMA RC      Employee Contributions  $          800.00 
Internal Revenue Service    Payroll Taxes    $       7,994.68 
Internal Revenue Service    Federal Excise Taxes   $          708.91 
Interstate TRS Fund     TRS Fund Assessment  $          213.95 
Iowa Department of Revenue    Sales Tax    $       7,515.00 
Iowa Department of Revenue    State Withholding   $       1,317.00 
Iowa Public Employees Retirement System  IPERS Contributions   $       5,236.38 
Laurens, City of     Utility Billing    $     88,488.05 
Laurens Food Pride     Supplies    $            87.40 
Laurens Municipal Power & Communications Communications Bill   $          103.44 
Laurens Municipal Utilities    Utility Bill    $          194.03 
Laurens Plumbing     Heating Element/Supplies  $          723.93 
Laurens State Bank     Service Charges   $            42.31 
Laurens Sun      Publications/Advertising  $          438.76 
Long Lines      Communication Services  $       9,206.04 
Lumen Lexcis      Directory Listings   $            29.34 
Merchant Bankcard     Credit Card Processing Fees  $          830.48 
MidAmerican Energy     Neal 4 Operations   $     21,000.00 
National Cable Television Cooperative  Programming Fees   $     15,728.29 
New Pig      Absorbent Mat Pads   $          652.38 
Nexstar Broadcasting     Programming Fees   $       1,612.68 
NIMECA      Property Taxes/FERC Filing  $          563.30 
Howard E Nyhart Company    GASB 75 Report   $          600.00 
Oakhill Consulting     FTTH Project    $       2,546.00 
Office Elements     Office Supplies   $            14.43 
Payroll       Salaried, Hourly & Overtime  $     22,599.44 
Petty Cash      Postage    $            23.30 
PFM Financial Advisors    2021 Bond Issue Fees  $     18,674.00 
PLIC-SBD Grand Island    Life/Disability Insurance  $          497.84 
Plymouth County Treasurer    Property Taxes   $            67.00 
Pocahontas County E911    E911 Fees    $       1,203.00 
Pocahontas County Treasurer   Property Taxes   $       4,219.00 
Pocahontas Hospital     Testing Services   $            34.75 
Pop Media      Programming Fees   $            45.39 
Postmaster      Utility Billing Postage/Box Rent $          449.53 
Power & Telephone     FTTH Project Materials  $   158,930.51 
Pro Cooperative     Fuel/Kerosene    $          602.08 
R&D Industries     Network Support/Computers  $       3,747.40 
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Richardson’s Service     Generation Supplies – Rislone $          282.22 
Secure Shred Solutions    Paper Shredding   $            24.00 
Skarshaug Testing Lab    Glove Testing    $            66.80 
Stuart C. Irby      LED Street Lights/Extended Ratchet $       8,012.16 
UMB Bank      2012 Bond Series Payoff  $4,872,322.00 
US Card Systems     Credit Card Terminal Lease  $            29.95 
Verizon      Wireless Phone Service  $          208.00 
Visa       SSL Renewal/Generation Supplies $          329.87 
Webster County Treasurer    Property Taxes   $          456.50 
Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield   Group Health Insurance  $       9,860.23 
Woodbury County Treasurer    Property Taxes   $       1,906.50 
Zcorum      Cable Modem Provisioning  $          683.32 
Ziegler, Inc.      Generator Repairs   $       4,719.48 
       Total Expenses   $5,318,349.66 
 
Electric Expenses   $5,261,168.34 
Communications Expenses  $     57,181.32 
Total Expenses   $5,318,349.66 
 
Trustees reviewed the Utility Funds Report, Balance Sheet, and Income Statement for March 2021.  No 
specific action was taken. 
 

Board Member Runneberg introduced the following Resolution entitled "RESOLUTION 
APPROVING 2021 WILLOW CREEK WIND ENERGY FACILITY AGREEMENT FOR THE 
ACQUISITION OF WIND ENERGY THROUGH PARTICIPATION IN THE WILLOW CREEK WIND 
ENERGY FACILITY POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT", and moved that the Resolution be adopted. 
 
 Board Member Storms seconded the motion.  The roll was called and the vote was, 
 
  Ayes:  Main, Runneberg, and Storms Nays:  None 
 

Whereupon, Chairman Main declared the measure duly adopted. 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING 2021 WILLOW CREEK WIND ENERGY FACILITY AGREEMENT 
FOR THE ACQUISITION OF WIND ENERGY THROUGH PARTICIPATION IN THE WILLOW CREEK 
WIND ENERGY FACILITY POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT 
 
 WHEREAS, the City is a member of North Iowa Municipal Electric Cooperative Association 
("NIMECA"); and 
 
 WHEREAS, NIMECA and certain municipal members of NIMECA (the "Participating Municipal 
Members", and each individually, a "Participating Municipal Member"), desire to acquire wind energy 
through the Willow Creek Wind Energy Facility Power Purchase Agreement (the "PPA") to be entered 
into by NIMECA on behalf of the Participating Municipal Members; and  
 

WHEREAS, each Participating Municipal Member must agree to its proportionate share of 
energy received by NIMECA under the PPA, and each Participating Municipal Member must pay its 
proportionate share of the costs and obligations of NIMECA under the PPA; and 

 
WHEREAS, a NORTH IOWA MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION AND 

PARTICIPATING MUNICIPAL MEMBER 2021 WILLOW CREEK WIND ENERGY FACILITY 
AGREEMENT (also referred to as the 2021 WILLOW CREEK WIND ENERGY FACILITY 
AGREEMENT) (the "Agreement") has been prepared and is now before this Board; and 
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WHEREAS, under the Agreement, NIMECA will enter into the PPA and the Participating 
Municipal Members will commit to their participation in the Agreement and the extent (in MW) of their 
participation; and 
 

WHEREAS, this Board has determined that the Agreement is in proper form and in the best 
interests of the City and its Municipal Electric Utility; and  

 
WHEREAS, this Board has determined that the Board should evidence its approval of the 

Agreement and consent to NIMECA entering into the PPA on its behalf; and 
 
WHEREAS, this Board has had the opportunity and has been advised to have the Agreement 

and this Resolution reviewed and approved by legal counsel of its choosing. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC UTILITY OF LAURENS, IOWA: 
 
 Section 1.  That the Agreement and the form thereof and all exhibits attached thereto, are 
hereby approved substantially in the form now before this Board with such changes as may be 
approved by the Chairperson and Secretary, said approval to be conclusively evidenced by the 
execution thereof, and the Chairperson and Secretary are hereby authorized and directed to execute 
and deliver the Agreement on behalf of the City and its Municipal Electric Utility. 
 
 Section 2.  The Board hereby approves, authorizes, consents and requests that NIMECA enter 
into the PPA on its behalf pursuant to the Agreement.  NIMECA’s obligations under the PPA are 
payable from the revenues of NIMECA under the Agreement. Following the effective date of the PPA 
and for so long as any obligations exist thereunder, whether before or after termination of the PPA, the 
amounts owed under the PPA shall be allocated to the Participating Municipal Members, in accordance 
with the terms and percentages in the Agreement, and the City agrees to pay its allocated share of 
such amounts to NIMECA under the terms and at the times set forth in the Agreement.  The City further 
agrees that it may not withdraw or in any way terminate, amend or modify in any way its obligations 
under the Agreement, except as may be provided in the Agreement. 
 

Section 3.  The Board understands and agrees that Ahlers & Cooney, P.C, represents NIMECA 
in connection with the Agreement and the Notes, and, to the extent such representation might be an 
actual, potential, or perceived conflict of interest, the Board waives any such conflict and consents to 
said representation. 

 
Section 4.  A certified copy of this resolution shall be promptly provided to the Chief Executive 

Officer of NIMECA. 
 
 PASSED AND APPROVED this 29th day of April 2021. 
 
          Richard Main 
          Chairman, Board of Trustees 
ATTEST: Chad Cleveland  
  Secretary, Board of Trustees 
 
Motion by Trustee Storms and seconded by Trustee Runneberg to approve Pay Request #2 (Final) in 
the amount of $4,452.39 for the work completed on the demolition of the Freezer Building by Shamrock 
Recycling, Inc.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Storms to approve the renewal of the 
Employers Mutual Package Insurance Policy through Woodley Insurance.  The cost of the renewal for 
the Utilities is $48,256.00.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
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Discussion was held on Bulk Cable TV Agreements or Cable Television Special Service Agreements.  
Current agreements state that buildings or facilities with ten (10) or more living units are eligible for a 
special bulk service rate and buildings or facilities with fewer than ten (10) living units are eligible for a 
special commercial/rental rate. 
 
Motion by Trustee Storms and seconded by Trustee Runneberg to amend all Cable Television Special 
Service Agreements by requiring all buildings or facilities with twenty (20) or more living units to be 
eligible for a special bulk service rate and there will no longer be a commercial/rental rate available.  
Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried.  The General Manager was then directed to notify all parties 
who currently have a Cable Television Special Service Agreement of said changes. 
 
Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Storms to adopt the December 2020-2021 
Iowa Heartland Regional Directory as the 2021 Directory for Laurens Municipal Power & 
Communications.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Discussion was held on Internet services and rates once the Fiber-To-The-Premise (FTTP) Project is 
completed.  No specific action was taken. 
 
Discussion was held on the Fiber-To-The-Premise Project.  It was reported that there was a pre-
construction meeting on April 21, 2021 to go over specific details of the project.  The contractor, MP 
Nexlevel, LLC, started putting inner duct in the ground on April 26, 2021.  The contractor plans on 
working from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Monday through Friday and will do some cleanup work on 
Saturdays.  No specific action was taken. 
 
Discussion was held on purchasing a utility vehicle.  Laurens Equipment has a 2021 John Deere Gator 
that is scheduled for delivery in July.  If LMPC agrees to purchase this unit, Laurens Equipment will try 
to provide us with a loaner until the new gator comes in.  Pocahontas Equipment did not have any utility 
vehicles available for sale.  Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Storms to 
authorize the purchase of a utility vehicle with a budget limit of $25,000.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  
Motion carried. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 
 
 
          Richard Main   
          Chairman, Board of Trustees 
ATTEST: Chad Cleveland 

Secretary, Board of Trustees 


