
Biggest Little Paper In Town! 1

 The Paper
Laurens, Iowa

Our Town , Our Paper!

© Copyright My Laurens, Inc., 2010  All Rights Reserved.

Vol. 15  No. 49

May 19, 2021

www.thepapernow.com

Local News 

Community State 
Bank Purchases 
Laurens State 
Bank
Community State Bank, Spencer, 
IA, has entered into an agreement 
to purchase Laurens State Bank, 
Laurens, IA.  The agreement is 
subject to regulatory approval, 
and is expected to be finalized this 
summer.
     “We are excited about 
the opportunity to serve the 
communities of Laurens, 
Emmetsburg, and Mallard,” Clark 
J. Cunningham, Chairman & 
CEO of Community State Bank 
said today.  “Laurens State Bank 
has a long, proud history in their 
communities, and we are looking 
forward to providing excellent 
service to these customers.”
     “We feel that Community State 
Bank is a great fit for our bank” 
states Terry Latham, President & 
CEO of Laurens State Bank. “Their 

reputation of community involvement 
and exceptional customer service will 
ensure that our customers receive the 
best possible service going forward. 
We feel their products and services 
match up well with our customers’ 
needs.”
     Community State Bank is locally 
owned and also has offices in Spencer, 
Sioux Rapids, Albert City, and Webb.

Laurens-Marathon 
K-5 Track & Field 
Day will be held on 
Wednesday, May 26 
from 1-3:00 P.M. ~ 
Parents are welcome 
to come, please social 

distance.
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Local News 

Iowa Cattlemen 
Call for Concurrent 
Investigations of 'Big 
Four' Packers
Today, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association sent 
a letter to Attorney General Merrick Garland 
and Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack 
explicitly calling for concurrent investigations 
of market manipulation by the packing 
industry. 
     Despite exceptionally high demand for 
beef in the United States and abroad, and 
steady plant throughput, cattle producers 
find themselves struggling to break even. 
The disparity between live cattle prices and 
boxed beef cutout value is not derived from 
a functioning market. This is not a response 
to an unexpected market disruption, but 
rather an outcome caused by the market 
manipulation of a few packers that control 
the vast majority of beef processing. 
     The combination of limited competition, 
captive supply, and formula contracting 
has not only suppressed live cattle prices, 
but has also placed an exorbitant financial 
burden on the shoulders of cattle producers. 
Failure to act on this matter leaves the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture and Department 
of Justice culpable for the countless cattle 
producers that will inevitably be starved out 
of the industry by corporate entities. How 
many more family farmers and ranchers 
do we need to lose before the Packers and 
Stockyards Act is enforced? 
     About the Iowa Cattlemen's Association: The 
Iowa Cattlemen’s Association represents nearly 
9,000 beef-producing families and associated 
companies dedicated to the future of Iowa’s 
beef industry. ICA’s mission is “Grow Iowa’s 
beef business through advocacy, leadership and 
education.” www.iacattlemen.org.

NEW Cooperative Donates to Local 
4-H Clubs in Pocahontas County
Once again, the NEW Cooperative Foundation has shown their 
commitment to supporting our local 4-H youth. Recently, the 
foundation donated $35,700 to 121 area 4-H clubs, totaling 2,380 
individual 4-H club members. The money is donated for half 
of each 4-H youth’s dues in NEW Cooperative’s trade territory, 
which includes Webster, Calhoun, Carroll, Greene, Franklin, Sac, 
Pocahontas, Humboldt, Hamilton, Kossuth, Cherokee, Crawford, 
Plymouth, Monona, Wright, and Woodbury counties. 
     NEW Cooperative takes great pride in supporting our area youth 
4-H programs. We strongly feel that 4-H helps these youth build 
the foundation to become future leaders in our local communities. 
We are excited for them as they gain all of the valuable skills and 
knowledge the 4-H program offers. 
     About NEW Cooperative, Inc. & the NEW Cooperative 
Foundation. NEW Cooperative, Inc. is a farmer-owned grain, 
agronomy, energy and feed cooperative headquartered in Fort Dodge, 
Iowa. As a leading agriculture retailer, NEW Cooperative is focused 
on being an innovative and efficient provider of today's agriculture 
markets and services to 5,500 members throughout their 39 locations 
in Iowa.
     The NEW Cooperative Foundation is the charitable giving entity 
of NEW Cooperative, Inc. The Foundation is committed to investing 
in organizations that are dedicated to youth and education, human 
services, and civic purposes that further enhance the quality of life in 
our member's local communities.

Pictured is Cassidy Lambert, Communications Intern, and Lisa Zeman, County 
Youth Coordinator.
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Pocahontas County 4-H Scholarship Winners Announced
Pocahontas County 4-H Youth Committee is proud to announce the winners of the 2021 Pocahontas County 4-H 
Scholarships, Hailey Beschorner, of Pocahontas, daughter of Chad and Stacy Beschorner, Aden Ford, of Bradgate, daughter 
of Jennie Ford and Tom Ford, Gabby Lane, of Laurens, daughter of Stacey and Gene Lane and Ellie Melohn, of Pocahontas, 
daughter of Carrie Melohn and Troy Melohn. Each student has been awarded a $750 scholarship from the Pocahontas 
County 4-H Endowment to the college of their choice.  Congratulations to the 4-H members on their outstanding 
achievements throughout their 4-H career.

Gabby Lane

Ellie Melohn
Hailey Beschorner

Aden Ford
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At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
May 19, 2021 

I booked another program this week! 
Oh, how I have missed these! I got 
an email from Storyteller Darrin 
Crow that he was going to be in 
northwest Iowa the middle of June, 
and he was offering  a special rate 
if we booked certain dates. Well, 
we enjoyed his previous program 
about hobos, so I grabbed it! It was 
a hard choice, but we chose The 
Underground Railroad in Iowa 
as our topic. Here’s the program 
description, “The village of Salem 
in southeast Iowa looks quiet and 
unassuming, but this small town 
played an outsized role in the history 
of the Underground Railroad. The 
people of Salem worked in the face 
of death and danger to help enslaved 
freedom seekers find their freedom. 
Storyteller Darrin Crow brings to 
life the stories of their struggle.” So, 
mark June 16 at 7 pm and plan to 
join us!
     This week we received two 
nonfiction books in memory of Rich 
Newgard. Blood & Treasure: Daniel 
Boone and the Fight for America’s First 
Frontier was purchased by Deb & 
Greg Hertz, Facing the Mountain: 
A True Story of Japanese American 
Heroes in WWII donated by Darwin 
& Jerlynn Svuba and family. 
     Also in nonfiction, we received 
Madam Speaker; Nancy Pelosi and the 
Lessons of Power by Susan Page.
     Novels we received this week 
include: The Last Thing He Told Me 

by Laura Dave, Soulmate Equation 
by Christina Lauren, The Plot by Jean 
Korelitz, Summer Seekers by Sarah 
Morgan, Great Circle by Maggie 
Shipstead, Olympus Texas by Stacy 
Swann, Where the Grass is Green 
and the Girls are Pretty by Lauren 
Weisberger, While Justice Sleeps by 
Stacy Abrams, Unsettled Ground by 
Claire Fuller and Seven Perfect Things 
by Catherine Hyde.
     I’ve been delaying reading our 
Book Club choice, so it’s fresh in 
my mind for our discussion, but 
I think it’s time to dig into Home 
Front by Kristin Hannah. I enjoy 
this author, and her books usually 
have a few points that make for good 
discussions. We have lots of copies of 
this book, so grab one to read, even 
if you don’t join our discussion! We 
meet Monday, May 24 at 7 p.m.

Coming Events
May 24 @ 7 p.m. - Book Club Home 

Front by Kristin Hannah
June 1 @ 6 p.m. - Take it Tuesday 

Rockin’ Bead Bugs
June 16 @ 7 p.m. - Underground 
Railroad in Iowa, Darrin Crow

July 11 @ 11 a.m. - Author Chris 
Hodges

“Reading Colors Your World.” June 
& July Wednesdays @ 1 p.m.!
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Bridal Shower
A Bridal Shower honoring Samantha 
Naberhaus and Brice Wenell will be 
held on May 22 at 9:30 AM in the 
Evangelical Covenant Church in 
Albert City, IA. 
     Samantha is the daughter of Scott 
and Brenda Naberhaus of Schaller. 
Brice is the son of Lynn and Jeri 
Wenell of Albert City.

Help for Kids Who Stutter is as Close 
as Your Library
Kids who stutter have a lot to say, and friends can show them how in Stuttering: 
For Kids By Kids, a DVD in English and Spanish starring kids who stutter, 
available at most public libraries or through interlibrary loan. 
     Many children who stutter have never met others who struggle with the same 
disability. In this DVD from the Stuttering Foundation, they meet kids who 
recount how they handle challenges such as teasing, speaking out in class, and 
teaching others about stuttering.
     Swish, a lively and engaging animated basketball character designed by 
students at Purdue University, narrates the DVD.  The children, who range 
in age from first-graders to high school students, offer frank and sometimes 
differing views of stuttering. 
     For example, Matthew, age 10, says about his speech difficulties, “It’s no 
big deal;” but Kate, age 9, worries about talking, what is going to happen next 
and whether or not she’ll stutter. Arianne, age 14, says, “The hardest part about 
stuttering is to get through it and to stay in there when you’re stuck.” Umang, 
age 12, agrees, “Sometimes it gets kind of annoying when you want to say 
something and you can’t. I also get worried what other people might think if I 
do stutter and wonder if I’ll be able to get out of my blocks and things.”

Summer Helper 
 
Laurens Municipal Power & Communications (LMPC) is currently looking to fill the 
position of Summer Helper.  LMPC is seeking an individual to assist in the maintenance 
of our buildings and grounds and assist the Electric and Communications Departments 
with various tasks. 
 
Applicant requirements include: 

• Must be safety minded and team oriented 
• Must have and be able to maintain a valid Driver’s License 
• Must be 17 years of age or older 
• Must be willing to work outside the majority of the day – Rain or shine 

 
This is a seasonal/part-time position that consists of up to 40 hours a week, Monday 
through Friday.  Current wage scale for this position ranges from $11 to $14 an hour. 
 
Please send resumes to Laurens Municipal Power & Communications, Attn:  General 
Manager, 272 N. Third Street, Laurens, Iowa 50554.  Job applications are also available 
at our office in City Hall. 
 
Resumes and job applications will be accepted until the position is filled.  For more 
specific information, call 712-841-4610 or email lmpc@laurens-ia.com.  
 
Laurens Municipal Power & Communications is an equal opportunity employer. 

Summer Helper
     “All those interested in helping kids 
learn more about stuttering will want 
to see this tape,” said speech-language 
pathologist Bill Murphy of Purdue 
University. “The children featured are a 
perfect example of how to openly and 
honestly handle stuttering.” “This is an 
important tool for families and teachers 
of kids who stutter,” added Jane Fraser, 
president of the nonprofit Stuttering 
Foundation.  
     Other professionals and specialists 
in stuttering in this production include 
Kristin Chmela of Northwestern 
University, Joe Donaher of Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia, Lisa Scott 
of Florida State University, and Lee 
Caggiano of Friends.
     The 74-year-old nonprofit 
Foundation has provided free materials 
to public libraries nationwide.  A library 
that will shelve them can download a 
request form at: www.stutteringhelp.org/
libraries-information.  
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Church

This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Sunday: May 23, 2021
Day of Pentecost
9:30 AM ~ Confirmation Reception
10:30 AM ~ Worship w/Communion 
& Confirmation

Tuesday: May 25, 2021
8:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at Bethany

Wednesday: May 27, 2021
2:00 PM ~ Circle Group at Bethany

Worship, Love, Accept~Together
 in Christ’s Name

This Week at First 
Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Sunday, May 23 
10:00 a.m. - Coffee
10:30 a.m. - Worship

Resurrection of Our Lord Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF

MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass as scheduled in the weekly bulletin
Saturday at 5:00 PM and Sunday at 10:30 AM
Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm at Resurrection

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Pastor Ed Frank

Wed., May 19:
Administrative Council meeting @ 
7 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

Thurs., May 20:
Bible Study @ 1 p.m. with Linda 
Lingo here at the church

Sun., May 23:
Fellowship Coffee @ 9:30 a.m.
Worship @ 10:30 a.m.

New Hope Baptist 
Church
202 Byron St, Laurens

New Hope Baptist Church invites 
you to join us for Sunday School at 
10 a.m. and our Worship Service at 
11 a.m. Additionally all are welcome 
to attend our weekly Bible Study held 
each Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m.

Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.thepapernow.com

100% User 
Generated Content!

Subscribe and 
Submit TODAY!
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2021 Pocahontas 
County Livestock 
Jamboree
On Monday, May 24 at 6:00 p.m. at 
the Pocahontas County Fairgrounds, 
4-H and FFA members will present 
on how to care for and show 
different species of animals.  This 
event is for the entire family and a 
free light lunch will be served. 
     Clover Kid Families, you are 
welcome to join us!  Registration 
is required for this event and all 
COVID guidelines will be followed.  
Please register number of family 
members attending no later than 
May 19.  
     You may email lzeman@iastate.
edu, or call the Extension Office at 
712-335-3103. 2021 Pocahontas 

County Fair Book
The 2021 Pocahontas County 
Fair Book is posted on our 
website at: https://www.extension.
iastate.edu/pocahontas/sites/
www.extension.iastate.edu/files/
pocahontas/2021%20%20Fairbook.
pdf 
     We do not mail copies, but if you 
would like a copy, you may pick one 
up at the Extension Office during 
regular business hours M-F 8:00 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.  If you need a copy 
and cannot pick one up, please give 
me a call at 712-335-3103 and I’ll 
make arrangements with you to get 
one.

Extension News

BQA 
Certification 
Trainings 
Available Locally 
in June
Four Northwest Iowa 
Locations will host in-person 
Beef Quality Assurance 
Trainings

Beef producers and agri-business 
professionals wanting to obtain or 
renew their Beef Quality Assurance 
(BQA) certification have four 
opportunities to do so in June.
     Trainings will be offered as 
follows: 
   • June 1, 10 a.m.-Noon – Royal 
Community Center, Royal; RSVP to 
712-262-2264 by May 26.
   • June 2, 10 a.m.-Noon – Frontier 
Bank Basement, Rock Rapids; RSVP 
to 712-472-2576 by May 28.
   • June 10, 10 a.m.-Noon – Sac 
County Fairgrounds 4-H Building, 
Sac City; RSVP to 712-662-7131 by 
June 8.
   • June 16, 5 p.m.-8 p.m. – Emmet 
County Fairgrounds, Estherville; 
RSVP to 712-362-3434 by June 11.
     The BQA trainings are the 
cooperative effort of the Iowa 
Beef Center, Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach, the Iowa 
Beef Industry Council, and the 
Clay, Lyon, Sac and Emmet County 
Cattlemen’s Associations.  
     The objectives are three-fold: 
1) to provide education on best 

production methods, 2) to assure 
consumers that beef is raised with 
attention to detail, and 3) to increase 
international demand for U.S. beef.
     Because of COVID restrictions, 
please register for the site to be 
attended. Walk-ins will not be 
allowed, and facemasks are preferred.  
     For more information, contact 
Beth Doran, ISU Extension and 
Outreach Beef Specialist, at 712-737-
4230 or doranb@iastate.edu.

Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.thepapernow.com

100% User 
Generated Content!

Subscribe and 
Submit TODAY!
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Extension News

Yard and 
Garden: Raised 
Bed Questions 
Answered
Raised beds can elevate your 
gardening project

Raised garden beds are a popular option 
for many home gardeners. This week’s 
Yard and Garden answers some frequently 
asked questions about raised beds, and 
those answers come from Iowa State 
University horticulture specialists Grant 
Thompson and Ajay Nair. 
     What are some pros and cons to 
growing vegetables in raised beds? 
Raised beds provide several advantages 
over conventional garden areas. Wet, 
poorly drained sites can be improved 
by constructing raised beds. A properly 
prepared raised bed increases drainage, 
thereby promoting plant growth and 
increasing crop yields. Additionally, raised 
beds dry out and warm up earlier in the 
spring, which allows earlier planting. 
Raised beds are more convenient for 
elderly gardeners or physically challenged 
individuals who have difficulty bending 
over to the ground. The raised height of 
the garden allows individuals to continue 
their gardening activities. Raised beds may 
also allow gardening to occur where site 
soils may be ill-suited for edible gardening, 
such as with possible soil contaminants. 
     While generally minor, raised beds 
do have some disadvantages. Raised beds 
dry out faster than level garden sites. 
Accordingly, they have to be watered 
more frequently in dry weather. Initial 
construction of the raised bed may take 
more effort than maintenance of the 
conventional garden. Depending on the 
height and volume of the raised beds, this 

can quickly increase costs and may not be 
suitable to overwintering crops.
     How do I construct a raised bed? 
What is a good size for a raised bed 
planter? Raised beds may be permanent 
or temporary structures. Temporary raised 
beds are shallow beds (6 inches or less in 
height) constructed within the existing 
garden. After the garden is tilled in the 
spring, the loose soil is raked into raised 
beds. Permanent beds are usually higher 
than 6 inches in height, have side supports 
and are built to last for many years.
     The walls of permanent beds can be 
constructed of decay-resistant wood (such 
as cedar or redwood), concrete block, 
rock, or brick. Treated wood can also be 
used, but depending on the treatment, the 
inside may need to be lined with woven 
geotextile fabrics that will allow water to 
drain through but separate the soil/plant 
roots from absorbing potentially toxic 
chemicals.
     While there are few rules that must be 
followed, some guidelines should be kept 
in mind when planning and constructing 
raised beds. Site selection is an important 
aspect. Vegetables require a lot of sunlight; 
a bed for these plants should be located 
where it will receive full sun. Select a 
location that receives at least six to eight 
hours of direct sun. If that is not possible, 
select a site that receives morning rather 
than afternoon sun. If it is challenging 
to locate a spot with adequate sunlight, 
try growing cool season vegetables that 
tolerate some shade, such as broccoli, 
cabbage and lettuce. Raised beds should 
be constructed so an individual can reach 
everything in the bed without stepping 
into it. If a raised bed is placed against a 
building, fence, etc., making it accessible 
from only one side, the maximum 
width should be 1 1/2 to 2 feet (i.e., 
approximately arm’s reach). Beds accessible 
on both sides can be 3 to 4 feet wide. 
The length of the bed is determined by 
space limitations, personal preference and 
convenience. If constructing several raised 
beds, the pathways between adjacent beds 
should be wide enough to accommodate 

garden equipment (e.g., a wheel barrow or 
cart; about 3 feet wide).
     What would be a good soil mix for 
a raised bed? Raised bed soils should be 
light and well-drained. An excellent soil 
mix can be prepared by mixing equal 
parts topsoil, organic matter (well-rotted 
manure, compost or peat) and coarse 
sand. If bringing topsoil from other 
locations, ensure that the soil is not 
infested with soil-borne plant pathogens 
or contaminants like lead, pesticides, etc. 
Likewise, ensure that the compost is well 
done, mature and does not carry too much 
salt. Mixing compost with the native soil 
in the beds will help create structure, add 
nutrients, improve drainage and enhance 
the biology. When filling the bed, grade 
the soil so that it slopes slightly away from 
the center of the bed to the edge and 
away from adjacent structures. Use mulch 
around plants in raised beds to conserve 
moisture and to control weeds.
     Do I need to kill the grass or till the 
soil before starting a raised bed? Before 
filling raised beds, remove the grass sod, 
if possible, and work up the existing 
soil with a rototiller or spade. Add a few 
inches of the soil mix, then incorporate 
it into the existing soil. Continue to add 
and incorporate additional soil mix until 
the raised bed is filled. Incorporating the 
soil mix into the existing soil prevents the 
formation of distinct layers in the raised 
beds. Distinct layers of soil impede water 
movement and discourage root growth. 
     If contamination is a concern, place a 
layer of woven geotextile fabric between 
the native soil after stripping sod and 
build the raised bed on top of this. The 
woven fabric will slow, but still allow water 
movement into the soil below, but will 
reduce root growth through the fabric, 
preventing nutrient (or contaminate) 
uptake from the native soil. Do not use 
non-woven fabrics (e.g., pond liner) since 
these will not allow drainage. If drainage 
into the native soil is too slow, holes or 
weeps may be added to the sides of the 
raised bed to allow for additional drainage.
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Iowa 4-H Offers Mindfulness and Mental Well-being 
Support to Youth and Families
The pandemic, natural disasters, social injustices, and personal lifestyle changes and losses have intensified the need for more awareness, skills 
and resources to support mental health. Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 4-H Youth Development has responded with new, 
innovative programs in mindfulness for youth and families.
     “May is Mental Health Awareness Month and as we reflect on the challenges Iowans, our communities and our world have experienced 
throughout the last year, it’s clear that the mental health of people of all ages has been significantly impacted,” said Tiffany Berkenes, 4-H 
youth program specialist.
      A survey administered by the National 4-H Council in 2020 reported that 82% of youth wished the U.S. would talk more openly about 
mental health.
     “As positive youth development professionals and caring adults, it is important to listen to youth’s needs and interests and develop 
relevant programming that empowers them, supports their personal growth, and improves their overall well-being so they can reach their full 
potential,” Berkenes noted. “Mindfulness supports youth and their families.”
     Understanding mindfulness. According to Jon Kabat-Zinn, founder of mindfulness-based stress reduction, mindfulness refers to paying 
attention in a particular way – on purpose, in the present moment and without judgment. Mindfulness is a variety of practices and activities 
done with present moment-awareness and focused attention. Examples include loving-kindness (gratitude and self-compassion), yoga, body 
scans, slowing down, and experiencing life and the world with all five senses, pausing before responding during interpersonal interactions, 
taking a few breaths during moments of stress, guided visualization, and coloring.
     Research by Harvard Medical School neuroscientist Sara Lazar shows that consistent, mindful practice can essentially re-wire the 
brain, helping individuals increase resilience and achieve greater levels of peace, health and joy. Other benefits include increased focus and 
concentration; emotional regulation; increased self-awareness, empathy and compassion; improved sleep; and decreased risk of anxiety and 
depression.
     Mindfulness for Iowa youth. Berkenes and the Iowa 4-H Healthy Living Team developed a six-session workshop series based on the 
book, “The Mindful Teen: Powerful Skills to Help You Handle Stress One Moment at a Time,” by Dr. Dzung Vo, an adolescent medicine 
specialist and clinical associate professor at the University of British Columbia. As a result of COVID-19, the program was also adapted to be 
delivered virtually.
     The 4-H Mindful Teen series has positively impacted hundreds of Iowa youth since December 2019. More than 150 ISU Extension and 
Outreach 4-H staff, volunteers, and school and community partners from across the state have been trained to implement the program, 
which aims to equip teens with practical strategies and mindful practices to manage stress and cope with difficult emotions, foster thoughtful 
reflection and conversation in an inclusive and affirming space, provide mental health and mindfulness resources, and set goals for applying 
what they learned to support their overall well-being, relationships, and performance in school and activities.
     Megan Freel, 4-H and family life educator for ISU Extension and Outreach Polk County and a trained 4-H mindfulness facilitator, helped 
implement the program in Polk County.
     “The Polk County Extension Council determined the mental health of our community was an important initiative for COVID-19 
recovery, so we have been offering the Mindful Teen series and recognize this is an impactful program. Youth across Iowa have shared that The 
Mindful Teen program has helped them feel accepted, calm, relaxed and more in control of their body and emotions. They have increased 
confidence and feel more balanced. Thanks to a grant from the Iowa 4-H Foundation, we are able to remove barriers to participation and 
provide this beneficial program with no cost to participants,” Freel said.
     In addition, Iowa 4-H is piloting a four-session family mindfulness series that will be offered in Fall 2021 and is creating Mindful Moment 
activities for 4-H volunteers and staff to incorporate into club activities, school programs, events or meetings. The Iowa 4-H Program offers 
professional development to 4-H staff on mental health awareness to provide resources, and education in partnership with other mental well-
being organizations, including the National Alliance on Mental Illness of Iowa and the Partnerships in Prevention Science Institute with Iowa 
State University.
     Iowa 4-H will offer the first “THR!VE” Mindfulness Retreat at the Boone Y-Camp Oct. 8-10 for youth in grades 8-12 with an 
accompanying adult. This retreat will be an engaging and unique opportunity for youth and adults to learn and engage in mindfulness and 
camp activities together. Registration for the retreat will open Aug. 2. For more information on the retreat, please contact your ISU Extension 
and Outreach county office.
     4-H Mindfulness Program facilitator trainings are open to any youth-serving organizations. For information about Iowa 4-H mindfulness 
programming, contact Tiffany Berkenes at berkenes@iastate.edu. For more information on the Iowa 4-H Youth Development Program, please 
contact your ISU Extension and Outreach county office or visit the Iowa 4-H website at www.extension.iastate.edu/4h.

Extension News
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City Council Minutes

May 3rd, 2021 
The Laurens City Council met in regular session at the Municipal Building at 5:00 p.m. on 

Monday, May 3rd, 2021.  Mayor Rod Johnson called the meeting to order.  Present were Mayor Rod 
Johnson, Council members Jean Swanson, Aaron Christenson, John Jamison, City Administrator Hilary 
Reed, City Clerk Joan Hoben, City Attorney Ann Beneke, Public Works Director Julian Johnsen, and 
Police Chief Dan Wegg.  Council member Julie Potter was absent and a vacancy with the recent death of 
Rich Newgard.       

Christenson moved to approve the consent agenda, minutes from the April 19th, 2021 meeting, the 
list of claims, and a Class E Liquor License for Laurens Food Pride pending successful Fire Inspection.  
Jamison seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.   

CLAIMS   05-03-2021 
  A&M SERVICES, INC. MOPS, RUGS, RAGS             94.50  

ALLIANT ENERGY MONTHLY GAS FEES           273.74  

FIDELITY SECURITY LIFE MONTHLY GROUP INSURANCE           196.62  
BARCO MUNICIPAL 
PRODUCTS BLUE MARKING PAINT           208.66  

BOMGAARS FLAG POLE SUPPLIES           759.59  

DELTA DENTAL DENTAL GROUP INSURANCE           715.22  

ERIKA BOER LIFEGUARD RECERT             60.00  

GO GUTTERS REPLACEMENT OF GUTTERS        9,750.00  

IACMA RETIRMENT 457           500.00  

IRS FED/FICA TAX        4,209.98  

IPERS IPERS        5,485.95  

IPERS/PD PROTECTED IPERS        1,595.97  
JACK'S UNIFORMS & 
EQUIPMENT POLICE SUPPLIES           395.40  

JULIAN JOHNSEN TREE REMOVAL           800.00  

LAURENS HOUSE OF PRINT OFFICE SUPPLIES           239.75  

LMPC MONTHLY PHONE SERVICE           381.72  

LMU MONTHLY UTILITIES        5,970.17  

PCC AMBULANCE BILLING AMBULANCE BILLING           237.80  

PETTY CASH POSTAGE           233.95  

PRIME BENEFITS MAY GROUP INSURANCE           122.50  

PRO VISION POLICE BODY CAM/IN CAR CAMERAS      11,058.08  

RAMIREZ ROOFING, LLC ROOF REPAIR      21,550.00  

SAMSON DEVELOPMENT APPLIANCE PICKUP             40.00  

SANTANDER LEASING FIRE DEPT. PUMPER        1,461.34  

STAPLES OFFICE SUPPLIES           371.65  

TREASURER STATE OF IOWA APRIL SALES TAX        4,832.00  

TRUCK EQUIPMENT GUTTER BROOM             99.89  

US BANK LEGALS        1,392.08  

USPS APRIL UTILITY BILL POSTAGE           325.60  

VERIZON WIRELESS MONTHLY CELL PHONE             88.92  

 
TOTAL      73,451.08  

   PAYROLL 4/19/2021 
 001 GENERAL        4,674.34  

210 ROAD USE TAX        1,381.53  
600 WATER        2,420.82  
610 SEWER        2,022.84  
670 GARBAGE        2,433.04  
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TOTAL      12,932.57  

 
PAYROLL TOTAL      12,932.57  

 
PAID TOTAL      86,383.65  

   001 GENERAL         
44,400.01  

110 ROAD USE TAX        4,287.36  
112 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS           332.14  
600 WATER      10,819.50  
610 SEWER        5,516.04  
670 GARBAGE      21,028.60  

 
TOTAL BY FUND      86,383.65  

   
REVENUES GENERAL 

     
147,346.91  

 ROAD USE TAX      33,807.36  

 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS      70,236.36  

 EMERGENCY LEVY        2,239.76  

 LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX        8,537.87  

 TAX INCREMENT FINANCING      39,237.33  

 POOL RESTRICTED           610.00  

 HOMETOWN PRIDE      14,004.00  

 
DEBT SERVICE      69,422.70  

 
CAPITAL EQUIPMENT FUND        7,465.87  

 
PERPETUAL CARE TOTAL           320.00  

 
WATER      43,908.45  

 
SEWER      30,658.79  

 
GARBAGE      20,591.34  

 
STORM WATER        2,955.62  

  
   491,342.36  

 
Swanson moved to approve Resolution 10-21 COVID-19 Relief Recreational Trails Program 

Funding.  Christenson seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Jamison, Christenson, Swanson.  Nays: None.  
Absent: Potter.   

Jamison moved to approve Resolution 11-21 FY22 with respect to Police On Call pay effective 
immediately.  Swanson seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Jamison, Christenson, Swanson.  Nays: None.  
Absent: Potter.   

Swanson moved to approve a 3 year contract with Martin Pest Control.  Jamison seconded.  All 
ayes; motion carried.  

Swanson moved to approve Resolution 12-21 Funeral/Memorial Policy.  Christenson seconded.  
Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Jamison, Christenson, Swanson.  Nays: None.  Absent: Potter.  

Swanson moved to approve continue with the pursuance of 534 W. Section Line Road.  
Christenson seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.   

Discussion was held on ambulance staffing.    
Jamison moved to approve allowing the Benz Family the decision between Benz Way or Benz 

Blvd for the naming of the street in the new development.  Christenson seconded.  All ayes; motion 
carried.   

Jamison moved to adjourn at 5:53 p.m.  Swanson seconded.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
 
__________________________________  ______________________________________ 
Rod Johnson, Mayor       Hilary Reed, City Clerk 


