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Last year's Memorial Day program at the Laurens town  cemetery was scaled back because 
of COVID-19-related restrictions.  Above photo was taken at the start of the 2020 program.  
At right is VFW Post 3533's color guard.  The post's rifle squad that delivered the 21-gun 

salute is in the center background.  On the far left is the brick memorial that lists the names 
of deceased Laurens veterans categorically (World War I and II, Korean War, Vietnam War, 
other conflicts and peacetime).  This year's program, scheduled Monday at 9 a.m., will be 

more extensive, as it was for years, until 2020.

Tradition Intact: Laurens Marks Memorial Day
By RICK DAVIS

The annual Memorial Day program -- an ongoing tradition in Laurens for more than 100 years -- is scheduled  for Monday at 9 a.m. at 
the flagpole area of the town's main cemetery.
     First held officially in Laurens in 1894, the Memorial Day event this year again will feature the reading of the more than 650 names of 
deceased Laurens military veterans.  Due to COVID-19-related restrictions, that traditional honor roll was not included in an abbreviated 
2020 cemetery program that also lacked a keynote speaker, reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance and patriotic selections of the Laurens-
Marathon School Band.
     This year's program will include (in order):
   *Welcome by Patricia Bailey, the wife of local Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3533 commander Lee Bailey.
   *Flag-raising and singing of the "The Star-Spangled Banner" by the Acapella group "Six."
   *Opening prayer by David Klappenbach, pastor of Bethany Lutheran Church.
   *Pledge of Allegiance recited by all in attendance.
   *Recordings of "Battle Hymn of the Republic" and "God Bless the USA" by American singer-songwriter Lee Greenwood.
   *The keynote address -- titled "Why Memorial Day Is Important" -- will be delivered by Louis Ball, a Laurens native who now lives 
in suburban Minneapolis.  An Army veteran, Ball served with distinction (including combat action)  during the Vietnam War and was 
awarded the Army Commendation Medal near the end of his overseas tour.
    *Reading of the honor roll of names of deceased Laurens military veterans by Patricia Bailey.

    *Placing of wreaths by Laurens youth members.
    *Closing prayer by David Klappenbach.
    *A 21-gun salute by a rifle squad comprised of members of 
Laurens' VFW and American Legion posts.
    *Tandem playing of "Taps" by Laurens teenagers Emily Harrold 
and Shawn Oxenreider.
    VFW post commander Lee Bailey welcomed the return to a more 
complete Memorial Day program this year.
    "The reading of all the names of deceased Laurens veterans is 
special," said Bailey, who's commanded Post 3533 for the last 17 
years. "That's because, too often, those names don't get mentioned 
again anywhere for the rest of the year."
   An avenue of the flags will be on display from Saturday through 
Memorial Day at both of the town's cemeteries -- the protestant one  
and Roman Catholic Calvary Cemetery.
     Originally called Decoration Day (because Americans would 
pause on this day to decorate the graves of military members who 
died during service to their country), this national holiday was 
permanently changed to Memorial Day in 1967.  It's now a day set 
aside to honor all American men and women who have died while 
serving in the armed forces.
(Rick Davis is a Laurens native & retired commander in the U.S. Navy Reserve.)
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At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
May 26, 2021 

Hey, we’ve all got a three day weekend coming! In my mind, Memorial 
Day weekend marks the official start of summer. Be sure to stop in and 
check out a few extras, so you don’t run out of books and DVDs. 
     And speaking of summer – the first Wednesday of June marks the start 
of our kids summer reading program. This year’s theme is “Reading Colors 
Your World.” We are so excited to be hosting this inside the Library again 
this year and have lots of fun plans!  Please encourage all the kids you 
know to join us June & July Wednesdays at 1 p.m. for Colorful Fun!
     There are still a few spots open in our Take it Tuesday class June 1st. It’s 
just not summer without a few bugs, so Deb will be showing how to make 
some cute ones! Contact the Library to sign up to use the creative part of 
your brain!
     Novels we received this week include: The Saboteurs by Clive Cussler, 
The People We Meet on Vacation by Emily Henry, Summer on the Bluffs by 
Sunny Hostin, Hidden by Fern Michaels, Legacy by Nora Roberts and 
Jackpot by Stuart Woods.
     In nonfiction we received Growing Slow: Lessons on un-hurrying your 
heart from an accidental farm girl by Marathon native Jennifer Dukes Lee 
and Killing the Mob: The fight against organized crime in America by Bill 
O'Reilly.

Coming Events
“Reading Colors Your World.” June & July Wednesdays @ 1 p.m.!

June 1 @ 6 p.m. Take it Tuesday Rockin’ Bead Bugs
June 16 @ 7 p.m. Underground Railroad in Iowa, Darrin Crow

June 28 @ 7 p.m. Book Club Rise of the Rocket Girls: The women who 
propelled us, from missiles to the moon to Mars by Nathalia Holt

July 11 @ 11 a.m. Author Chris Hodges
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Service to be Held 
for Judith Kay 
Brent
Judy stepped from this life into 
eternity on December 18, 2020 at 
KPC Promise Hospital of Mesa, AZ. 
She was born February 1, 1945 in 
Storm Lake, IA. Judy was the first 
born daughter of Francis & Elene 
(Raak) Alstott.
     Judy graduated in 1963 from 
Laurens High School, Laurens, IA. 
She continued her education at Fort 
Dodge Community College, earning 
an Associates Degree in Nursing. 
Judy was a registered nurse for 42 
years. She was a nurse in many facets 
of nursing and practiced in Iowa, 
Minnesota, Colorado, and Kansas.
     Judy married her County Fair 
Sweetheart, Craig Arthur Brent on 
February 1, 1964 in Pocahontas, 
Iowa. They were blessed to have over 
56 years together. To their union 
there was four children. Judy was a 
giving person. She was a perfectionist 
with her hands as a nurse, painting, 
cooking, quilting, making handmade 
cards, and caring for her family. Judy 
gave encouragement through her 
handwritten cards she sent out to 
many people in the last year. She had 
a deep passion of love for her family 
and friends. Judy was a Christian lady 
with a profound strong faith.
     Judy will live on in the memories 
of her family: Husband, Craig of 
Saint Francis, Kansas and Florence, 
Arizona, Daughters, Melanie (Ron) 

St. Peter of Florence, AZ, Marcy 
(Michael) Johnson, of Osakis, 
MN. Sons, Brian (Erica) Brent of 
Nowata, OK, and Bradley (Doctor 
Amy) Brent of Decatur, TX. Her 
grandchildren Cassie (Nathan) 
Lind, Chase St. Peter, Dain (fiancé 
Giao Ta) Johnson, Emma and Levi 
Johnson, Garrett, Gavin, and Tripp 
Brent, Rhett, Carsynn, and Reed 
Brent. Great Grandchildren Hadley 
and Hudson Lind. Siblings, Gail 
(Allen) Hartman, David (Carolyn) 
Alstott, and brother-n-law John 
Carlson. 
     She was proceeded in death by 
her parents and sister, Mary Carlson.
     A private family ceremony 
was held on December 20/2020 
at Harmony Community Baptist 
Church, Mesa AZ. A Celebration 
of Judy’s Life will be on June 12, 
2021 at Ebenezer Lutheran Church, 
Audubon, IA.

FOR SALE
Exerpeutic 
Therapeutic 

Fitness Elliptical 
Stepper:

$75
Call: (712) 845-

2515

Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.thepapernow.com

100% User 
Generated Content!

Subscribe and 
Submit TODAY!
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Church

This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Thursday: May 27, 2021
2 PM ~ Circle Group at Bethany

Sunday: May 30, 2021 
SUMMER TIME CHANGE 
The Holy Trinity/First Sunday 
after Pentecost
9 AM ~ Worship
10 AM ~ Coffee Fellowship

Tuesday: June 1, 2021
8:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at 
Bethany

Worship, Love, Accept~Together
 in Christ’s Name

This Week at First 
Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Sunday, May 30 
9:30 a.m. - Worship (Note: time 
change)
10:30 a.m. - Coffee fellowship

Resurrection of Our Lord Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF

MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass as scheduled in the weekly bulletin
Saturday at 5:00 PM and Sunday at 10:30 AM
Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm at Resurrection

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Pastor Ed Frank

Wed., May 26:
Funeral service for Sonja Perkins @ 
10:30 a.m.

Thurs., May 27:
Bible Study @ 1 p.m.

Sun., May 30:
Fellowship Coffee @ 9:30 a.m.
Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Dan Keen filling the pulpit
Peace with Justice Special Sunday 
offering taken

Mon., May 31:
Church offices closed in observance 
of Memorial Day

New Hope Baptist 
Church
202 Byron St, Laurens

New Hope Baptist Church invites 
you to join us for Sunday School at 
10 a.m. and our Worship Service at 
11 a.m. Additionally all are welcome 
to attend our weekly Bible Study held 
each Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m.
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2021 Pocahontas 
County Fair Book
The 2021 Pocahontas County Fair Book 
is posted on our website at: https://
www.extension.iastate.edu/pocahontas/
sites/www.extension.iastate.edu/files/
pocahontas/2021%20%20Fairbook.pdf 
     We do not mail copies, but if you 
would like a copy, you may pick one up 
at the Extension Office during regular 
business hours M-F 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  
If you need a copy and cannot pick one 
up, please give me a call at 712-335-
3103 and I’ll make arrangements with 
you to get one.

Extension News

BQA 
Certification 
Trainings 
Available Locally 
in June
Beef producers and agri-business 
professionals wanting to obtain or renew 
their Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) 
certification have four opportunities to 
do so in June.
     Trainings will be offered as follows: 
   • June 1, 10 a.m.-Noon – Royal 
Community Center, Royal; RSVP to 
712-262-2264 by May 26.
   • June 2, 10 a.m.-Noon – Frontier 
Bank Basement, Rock Rapids; RSVP to 
712-472-2576 by May 28.
   • June 10, 10 a.m.-Noon – Sac 
County Fairgrounds 4-H Building, Sac 
City; RSVP to 712-662-7131 by June 8.
   • June 16, 5 p.m.-8 p.m. – Emmet 
County Fairgrounds, Estherville; RSVP 
to 712-362-3434 by June 11.
     The BQA trainings are the 
cooperative effort of the Iowa Beef 
Center, Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach, the Iowa Beef Industry 
Council, and the Clay, Lyon, Sac 
and Emmet County Cattlemen’s 
Associations.  
     The objectives are three-fold: 1) to 
provide education on best production 
methods, 2) to assure consumers that 
beef is raised with attention to detail, 
and 3) to increase international demand 
for U.S. beef.
     Because of COVID restrictions, 
please register for the site to be attended. 
Walk-ins will not be allowed, and 
facemasks are preferred.  
     For more information, contact Beth 
Doran, ISU Extension and Outreach 
Beef Specialist, at 712-737-4230 or 
doranb@iastate.edu.

Iowa Swine Day 
Returns June 24 
as In-person Event
The 2021 Iowa Swine Day is back as 
an in-person event and organizers said 
they are excited to be able to offer a 
program of well-known speakers focused 
on important issues of the U.S. pork 
industry.
     The 10th annual event will be held 
on June 24 in the Scheman Building in 
the Iowa State Center on the Iowa State 
University campus. Similar to past events, 
the morning plenary session presentations 
will focus on current and future industry 
updates and perspectives. 
     Bob Treadway of Treadway & 
Associates will talk about building 
resilience in the coming decade; Brad 
Freking of New Fashion Pork will 
share lessons learned from COVID-19 
and building resilience in the pork 
production supply chain; Hyatt Frobose 
of JYGA Technologies Inc. will present 
information on Proposition 12 and 
related perceptions in response to 
legislation; and Jason Ross, director of the 
Iowa Pork Industry Center and animal 
science professor at Iowa State University, 
will talk about discovery and innovation 
as foundations for industry advancement.
     The afternoon is organized into 
four concurrent sessions with a total of 
12 topics: components of sustainable 
production, foreign animal disease 
preparation, practical barn level operation 
and new research at Iowa State. Attendees 
may choose any of the sessions and topics.
     The barbeque lunch is provided by 
TechMix, AB Vista and Lynch Livestock, 
and will be held outside just south of 
the building. Student attendees are 
invited to the students-only luncheon 
and presentation sponsored by Iowa Pork 

Producers Association.
     Cost of attendance is $65, and 
students may attend at no charge with 
the registration deadline of midnight, 
June 17. No phone registrations are 
accepted.
     There are some changes for 2021 to 
be aware of before registering.
   • Facility space is limited due 
to COVID-19 restrictions, and 
registrations will be accepted on a space-
available basis until June 17.
   • Preregistration is required, and no 
on-site registrations will be accepted.
   • COVID-19 protocols as required by 
state, county, city and university policies 
in effect at the time of the conference, 
will be followed.
     The full program, registration forms 
and information and directions to the 
venue are available on the Iowa Swine 
Day conference website. Iowa Swine 
Day is hosted by IPIC in collaboration 
with the Iowa State University College 
of Agriculture and Life Sciences and the 
Iowa Pork Producers Association.



Biggest Little Paper In Town! 7

Extension News

Options for 
Managing 
Emerald Ash 
Borer
Owners of ash trees are faced with 
some potentially big decisions 
about how to protect their trees 
against the destruction of emerald 
ash borer.
     Although there is no perfect 
solution, insecticides are available 
to protect high-value trees.
     To help Iowans better 
understand their options, a 
group of specialists with Iowa 
State University Extension and 
Outreach recently published a 
guide called “Emerald Ash Borer 
Management Options.”
     In this four-page resource, 
the specialists explain how to 
determine the value of ash trees, 
the cost of treatment and how to 
compare the different treatment 
options available. 
     Once emerald ash borer is 
confirmed, ash trees within 15 
miles are considered at risk, 
according to Laura Iles, director 
and extension plant pathologist 
with the Plant and Insect 
Diagnostic Clinic at Iowa State 
University. 
     “Once EAB is established in an 
area, all untreated ash trees will be 

killed,” she said. “You don’t want 
to wait until EAB is attacking 
your tree before you begin 
treatment.”
     According to the publication, 
pesticides are effective at treating 
healthy trees in yards and parks. 
Treating large wooded areas is not 
practical or cost effective – and 
may exceed the per-acre pesticide 
application limits that must be 
followed.
     Iles said it’s necessary for a tree 
to be healthy before treatment 
so the tree can transport the 
insecticide to the top, where the 
ash borers usually begin feeding. 
Trees with less than 30% dieback 
at the crown are considered the 
best candidates.
     Depending on the size of your 
tree, pesticides can be applied as 
a trunk injection, soil drench, 
soil injection or basal trunk spray. 
The publication gives the pros 
and cons of each option and the 
range of time it takes for the tree 
to distribute the insecticide, which 
can be as little as one week or as 
long as eight weeks.
     Iles said the question of 
whether to treat or not is 
commonly asked. The answer boils 
down to gathering information 
and making an educated decision. 
If the property owner wishes 
to have the trees removed, or 
replaced with something else, that 
option might make most sense. 

Or if there are a lot of ash trees on 
a property – such as a golf course, 
it might make sense to treat some 
trees and remove others. 
    “There is no right answer for 
every situation,” she said. “The 
best thing is to start making a plan 
for your ash trees and whether 
you want to protect them or 
remove them. Trees will need to 
be protected as long as you want 
to keep them alive since EAB will 
not disappear, but you can choose 
to protect a tree for any time 
period that best meets your needs. 
Some people plan to protect a 
tree for as long as they can, some 
people choose to protect their ash 
for a shorter time period as they 
establish new trees, and some 
people chose not to treat at all 
and remove their ash once EAB 
reaches their area.”
     Other authors include 
Mark Shour, retired extension 
specialist in entomology; Donald 
Lewis, professor and extension 
entomologist; Jeff Iles, professor 
and chair in horticulture; and 
Billy Beck, assistant professor and 
extension forestry specialist at 
Iowa State University.
     For more information, Laura 
Iles can be reached at ljesse@
iastate.edu or 515-294-0581. Beck 
is available at 515-294-8837 or 
wjbeck@iastate.edu.
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Mental Health 
Awareness Month: 
Facing Farm 
Stress
Families who make their living on 
farms often are exposed to situations 
beyond their control, causing 
them to experience exhaustion and 
distress. At any time, unstable prices, 
weather, crop or livestock disease, 
or equipment and communication 
breakdowns may make the reality of 
farm living difficult to deal with.
     “May is Mental Health Awareness 
Month,” said Tim Christensen, 
farm management specialist with 
Iowa State University Extension and 
Outreach. “Farm stress certainly may 
affect mental health and it’s OK to 
acknowledge the stress you may be 
facing.”
     Farm stress compounds already 
tough farm decision making, as high 
levels of prolonged or acute stress 
inhibit concentration, planning, 
calculation, and many skills that 
are necessary for the profitable 
management of a farm and the 
healthy functioning of the farm 
family, Christensen noted.
     “When experiencing high levels 
of stress, be mindful of the following 
symptoms — shallow breathing, 
irritability, anxiety, sleeplessness, 
memory and focus loss — to name a 
few,” added Larry Tranel, extension 
dairy specialist.
     Individuals who are stressed often 
feel they do not have time for the 

things most necessary to manage the 
stress — deep, relaxed breathing; 
adequate exercise and healthy eating; 
meaningful relationships; and 
using higher reasoning to overcome 
negative, protective emotions often 
exhibited during distress, Tranel 
explained.
     “During this mental health 
awareness month and throughout the 
year, be mindful of your own mental 
health needs and the needs of those 
around you,” said Christensen.
     “We can all make a difference by 
watching out for one another. You 
never know when a friend, family 
member, neighbor or community 
member may need assistance,” said 
Tranel.
     If you would like to be better 
prepared to help someone in need, 
ISU Extension and Outreach offers 
two options.
     “Question.Persuade.Refer” is a 
one-hour virtual course that teaches 
participants how to recognize the 
warning signs of a suicide crisis 
and how to question, persuade and 
refer someone to help. For more 
information or to register, go to 
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/
humansciences/QPR.
     “Mental Health First Aid” is 
a six-hour virtual course with an 
additional two-hour self-study pre-
course. This training, which is more 
in-depth, provides participants the 
skills they need to reach out and 
provide support to someone who 
may be developing a mental health 
or substance use problem and help 
connect them to the appropriate 
resources. For more information or 

to register, go to https://www.extension.
iastate.edu/humansciences/MHFA.
     Both courses are available to anyone 
wanting to make a difference in their 
communities. For more information, 
contact Tim Christensen at tsc@iastate.
edu or Larry Tranel at tranel@iastate.edu.
     More Resources. Iowa Concern, 
offered by ISU Extension and Outreach, 
provides confidential access to stress 
counselors and an attorney for legal 
education, as well as information and 
referral services for a wide variety of 
topics. With a toll-free phone number, 
live chat capabilities and a website, Iowa 
Concern services are available 24 hours 
a day, seven days per week at no charge. 
To reach Iowa Concern, call 800-447-
1985; language interpretation services 
are available. Or, visit the website, www.
extension.iastate.edu/iowaconcern/, to 
live chat with a stress counselor one-on-
one in a secure environment. Or email 
an expert regarding legal, finance, stress 
or crisis and disaster issues.
     Farmstress.org, offered by the North 
Central Farm and Ranch Assistance 
Center, shares available resources and 
research in a convenient, easy-to-access 
location. The website lists resources 
by state, including Iowa, and topics, 
including crisis numbers, telephone 
hotlines and training resources. It is not 
a substitute for professional medical 
advice, diagnosis or treatment. Those in 
crisis should visit their local emergency 
department or call 911 immediately.
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Yard & Garden: Controlling Weeds in the Home Lawn & Garden
Controlling weeds in home gardens and lawns can be a busy job for people, and Iowa State University Extension and Outreach horticulture specialists 
are here to answer your frequently asked questions about weed control. 
     How do I control weeds in my asparagus planting? Weeds compete with asparagus for light, water, and nutrients and will reduce asparagus 
yield and quality if not controlled. Cultivation and hand pulling are the best ways to control weeds in an asparagus planting. Hoe or till the planting 
periodically in spring and early summer. Cultivate lightly to avoid damage to emerging spears. Under severe infestation or to manage larger areas, 
Gramoxone or Roundup can be used for weed burn-down before spears emerge. After the final harvest, Roundup could be applied directly to the 
weeds, strictly limiting any herbicide exposure to cut asparagus stalks.
     How do I control dandelions and other broadleaf weeds in my lawn? In small areas, some weeds can be controlled by pulling and digging. This 
method is best accomplished after a soaking rain or deep watering. Unfortunately, pulling and digging is often ineffective on deep-rooted weeds. 
     In many situations, herbicides are the only practical method of weed control. Effective broadleaf herbicides include 2,4-D, MCPP, MCPA, dicamba, 
triclopyr and others. The most effective broadleaf herbicide products contain a mixture of two or three herbicides as no single compound will control 
all broadleaf weeds. Fall (mid-September to early November) is the best time to apply broadleaf herbicides in Iowa. Broadleaf herbicides can be applied 
as liquids or granules and often in combination with fertilizer. Note that a preemergence herbicide for crabgrass will not control broadleaf weeds. 
     How do I control weeds in my strawberry patch? Weed control is essential to ensure optimal plant growth and fruit production. Weeds compete 
with the strawberry plants for water, nutrients and sunlight. Weeds also reduce air circulation, which results in fruit and foliage staying wet for longer 
periods. Disease problems are more serious when plant tissue remains wet for long periods of time. 
     Cultivation, hand pulling and mulching are the most practical weed control measures for home gardeners. Cultivate often, but shallow, to control 
weeds. Destroy the weeds before they have a chance to flower and produce seeds. Clean, weed-free straw and other organic materials can be applied as a 
mulch between plant rows in a new or established planting. Herbicides are not a viable option as few, if any, herbicides can be used on home strawberry 
plantings. If an older strawberry planting becomes too overgrown with perennial weeds, and cultivation or hand pulling does not provide sufficient 
control, a new weed-free location should be selected for establishing a new planting. Replanting of strawberries is common every five to seven years in 
home gardens.
     During and after renovation of a Junebearing strawberry planting is an excellent time to control weeds by cultivating or mulching between the rows 
and cultivating within the rows until daughter plants begin to form roots. As daughter plants establish, hand-pulling is best so that the new plants are 
not disturbed as they grow and fill the row area. In day-neutral strawberry plantings, using straw or a colored (not clear) polyethylene mulch within the 
row helps control weeds. Hand pulling of any weeds may be necessary near the original strawberry plant that is maintained without daughter plants. 
Weed control in between rows of day-neutral strawberries is achieved by cultivating or applying an organic mulch, such as weed-free straw.
     How do I control weeds in my garden? Cultivation, hand pulling, and mulches are the primary means to control weeds in the home garden. 
     Cultivation and hand pulling effectively control most annual weeds. Perennial weeds are often more difficult to control. Repeated cultivation or the 
use of herbicides may be necessary to destroy some perennial weeds. When cultivating the garden, avoid deep tillage. The roots of many vegetables, 
fruits and flowers grow near the soil surface. Deep cultivation will cut off some of these roots. Also, deep cultivation will bring deeply buried weed 
seeds to the soil surface where they can germinate. Hoe or till around plants or between rows and pull weeds close to plants. To effectively control 
weeds, cultivation and hand pulling must be done periodically through the growing season. Small weeds are much easier to control than large weeds. 
It’s also important to destroy the weeds before they have a chance to go to seed. 
     Mulches control weeds by preventing the germination of weed seeds. Established weeds should be destroyed prior to the application of the mulch. 
In addition to weed control, mulches help conserve soil moisture, reduce soil erosion, prevent crusting of the soil surface, keep fruits and vegetables 
clean, and may reduce disease problems. 
     Grass clippings (do not use grass clippings from the first three mowings after a herbicide application), shredded leaves, and weed-free straw 
are excellent mulches for vegetable gardens and annual flower beds. Apply several inches of these materials in early June after the soil has warmed 
sufficiently. Plant growth may be slowed if these materials are applied when soil temperatures are still cool in early spring. Grass clippings, shredded 
leaves, and similar materials break down relatively quickly and can be tilled into the soil in the fall. 
     Wood chips and shredded bark are excellent mulches for perennial beds and areas around trees and shrubs. Apply two to four inches of material 
around landscape plantings. These materials decay slowly and should last several years. However, it will be necessary to apply additional material 
periodically to retain the desired depth. 
     Herbicides can be used to supplement cultivation, hand pulling and mulches. 
     Can I place weeds and diseased plant debris from the vegetable garden in the compost pile? It would be best to place weeds that are producing 
seeds and diseased plant debris in biodegradable bags and have the material picked up and composted by a municipal or commercial composting 
facility. The temperatures in home compost piles seldom get high enough to kill weed seeds and disease pathogens. However, the weed seeds and 
disease pathogens will be destroyed by the higher temperatures at municipal and commercial composting facilities. The compost produced at 
composting facilities can often be purchased by home gardeners and commercial landscape companies. 

Extension News
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ws
City Council Minutes

May 17th, 2021 
The Laurens City Council met in regular session at the Municipal Building at 5:00 p.m. on 

Monday, May 17th, 2021.  Mayor Rod Johnson called the meeting to order.  Present were Mayor Rod 
Johnson, Council members Jean Swanson, Aaron Christenson, John Jamison, Julie Potter (by phone until 
present at 5:35), City Administrator Hilary Reed, City Clerk Joan Hoben, City Attorney Ann Beneke, 
Public Works Director Julian Johnsen, and Police Chief Dan Wegg, and a vacancy with the recent death 
of Rich Newgard.       

Christenson moved to approve the consent agenda, minutes from the May 3rd, 2021 meeting, the 
list of claims, and Swanson seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.   

CLAIMS 05-17-21 
  AFLAC MONTHLY GROUP INSURANCE           439.40  

AIRGAS NORTH CENTRAL OXYGEN             67.60  

AMAZON BOOKS & DVDS           649.46  

BADGER METER SERVICE AGREEMENT           780.00  

BAKER & TAYLOR BOOKS             799.84  

BRODY VADER POLICE DEPT VEHICLE MAINT.           306.00  

CONNECTIONS, INC. GROUP INSURANCE             39.84  

COUNSEL COPIER MAINT.           111.02  

FOUNDATION ANALYTICAL LAB WASTEWATER TESTING           227.00  

GUMDROP BOOKS KIDS NONFICTION BOOKS        1,423.33  

HEART 'N HOME NEWGARD           100.00  

HEMPHILL LAW OFFICE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES             30.00  

ISG PROFESSIONAL SERVICES        6,734.50  

IRS FED/FICA TAX        5,994.30  

JACK'S UNIFORMS & EQUPIMENT POLICE CLOTHING ALLOWANCE        1,142.37  

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL STREET SWEEPER PARTS             35.42  

LMPC TIF PRINCIPAL E MAIN       50,878.76  

LMU MONTHLY UTILITIES           399.44  

LAURENS PLUMBING SUPPLIES           537.58  

LAURENS SUN LEGALS           260.31  

MURPHY TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT PAYLOADER SUPPLIES           796.59  

THE PAPER, INC. HELP AD           200.00  

NORTH CENTRAL INT'L INC. GARBAGE TRUCK MAINT.           543.22  

POC FORD LINCOLN MERCURY POLICE CAR MAINT.             60.48  

POCAHONTAS CO SOLID WASTE MONTHLY LANDFILL FEES        5,953.83  

PRINCIPAL LIFE GROUP INSURANCE           653.61  

PRO COOPERATIVE MONTHLY CITY DEPT FUEL        2,022.66  

R&D INDUSTRIES TEC SUPPORT           917.85  

RB LUMBER COMPANY SUPPLIES             28.75  

RICHARDSON SERVICE VEHICLES MAINT.             62.26  

SANTANDER LEASING, LLC STREET SWEEPER MONTHLY PAYMENT        3,390.81  

SECURE SHRED SOLUTIONS PAPER SHREDDING             24.00  

SHAMROCK RECYCLE, INC. CURBSIDE RECYCLING        1,785.51  

THOMPSON INNOVATION REPAIRS AT LIFT STATION        1,927.58  

UNION PACIFIC RR COMPANY SUB STATION MAINT.        1,727.66  

USA BLUE BOOK SUPPLIES           520.80  

VERIZON WIRELESS MONTHLY CELL PHONES           387.62  
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WEX BANKS MONTHLY POLICE FUEL           717.66  

 
TOTAL 

        
92,677.06  

   
 

5/3/2021 
 001 GENERAL      10,982.25  

110 ROAD USE TAX        1,517.63  
600 WATER        2,287.48  
610 SEWER        2,001.08  
670 GARBAGE        2,310.25  

 
TOTAL      19,098.69  

 
5/5/2021 

 670 GARBAGE           359.76  

 
PAYROLL TOTAL      19,458.45  

 
PAID TOTAL    112,135.51  

BY FUND 
  001 GENERAL         

21,995.02  

110 ROAD USE TAX            
5,439.39  

112 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS                
147.93  

200 DEBT SERVICE         
54,140.81  

318 BENZ ADDITION            
6,734.50  

600 WATER        5,001.77  
610 SEWER        5,923.22  
670 GARBAGE      12,752.87  

 
TOTAL BY FUND    112,135.51  

 
Mayor Johnson opened the public hearing for the 2021 budget amendment at 5:01 pm.  With no 

written or oral objections, Mayor Johnson closed the public hearing on the matter at 5:02 pm. 
After discussion of the 2021 Budget Amendment, Jamison moved to approve Resolution 13-21 – 

FY21 Budget Amendment.  Christenson seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Swanson, Christenson, 
Jamison, Potter.  Nays: None.  Motion carried.   

No discussion or action was taking on the citizen requested hearing.   
Swanson moved to approve final Pocahontas Community Hospital EMS agreement.  Jamison 

seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.   
Discussion was held on Ordinance 02-21 ROW Tree Removal.  It was edited for first reading at 

the next council meeting.   
Potter moved to approve Resolution 14-21 Appointment of Mayor Pro-Tem.  Christenson 

seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Potter, Jamison, Christenson, Swanson.  Nays: None. 
Swanson moved to approve Resolution 15-21 Unpaid Nuisance Fees.  Jamison seconded.  Roll 

Call Vote: Ayes: Potter, Jamison, Christenson, Swanson.  Nays: None.   
Christenson moved to refer the zoning request to Planning & Zoning and set the public hearing 

date for Amendments to Planning and Zoning Ordinance for June 7th at 5:00 pm.  Swanson seconded. All 
ayes; motion carried.   

Jamison moved to approve the IA DOT agreement.  Christenson seconded.  All ayes; motion 
carried.   

Jamison moved to approve the ISG proposed schedule and set the date for Public Hearing to 
approve Plans, Specifications, Form of Contract, and Engineers Estimate of Cost for June 21st at 5:00 
p.m.  Swanson seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Potter, Jamison, Christenson, Swanson.  Nays: None.  

Potter moved to set the date for Bid Letting on June 17th at 10:00 am. Swanson seconded.  Roll 
Call Vote: Ayes: Potter, Jamison, Christenson, Swanson.  Nays: None.  

Jamison moved to adjourn at 5:55 p.m.  Jamison seconded.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
 
_______________________________  ________________________________________ 
Rod Johnson, Mayor       Hilary Reed, City Clerk 


