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Local News 

History Museum 
Open During 
Laurens 
Celebration
The Pocahontas County Historical 
Museum in Laurens has a new 
look. After renovation of the main 
room and entryway, volunteers 
rearranged most everything and 
set up whole new displays. Come 
see all of the changes during the 
Laurens Summer Celebration. 
     The museum will be open on 
Friday, July 9 from 5-7 and on 
Saturday, July 10 from 11-2. Kids 
can enjoy outdoor activities on 
Saturday.
     If these times don't work for 
you, call us for an appointment. 
You can call Connie Dallenbach at 
841-2222 or Dorothy Lamberti at 
845-4496.
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4-H Jr. Day Camp
4-H members from Pocahontas and Palo Alto 
County enjoyed a day camp at Meredith Park on 
June 15.  
     James Conaway, Pocahontas County 
Conservation, presented on wildlife and the youth 
got to kayak in the afternoon.  4-H participants 
created “fireworks” t-shirts using fabric paint, 
finger print tera cotta pots and planted a flower in 
their pot.  Exploding Experiments and Patriotic 
tealight jars were made.  

Local News  

Clover Kids Family Fun Night
Clover Kids and their families had a picnic lunch and 
painted landscape bricks as their activity.  The Clover 
Kids will have their exhibits on display during the 2021 
Pocahontas County Fair July 15-July 18.
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Local News  

Can You Escape?  4-H Day 
Camp
Youth learned all about fingerprints, blood types, and 
clues used at crime scenes.  Alex Leua, Pocahontas 
Police Department, presented on what educational 
requirements are needed to become a law enforcement 
officer and the different equipment he wears each day.  

4-H Bucket of Flower 
Workshop
Sarah Munson, Rolfe Flower Bin, taught 4-H 
members about different flowers for their bucket 
of flowers that will be exhibited at the 2021 
Pocahontas County Fair July 15-18.  They learned 
which flowers love the sun and others that like the 
shade.
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At the Library

At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
June 30, 2021  

Because I am in a strange mood, I 
am going to tell you two interestingly 
diverse things in this opening 
paragraph! The first fact of note 
is that since the 4th of July is on 
Sunday this year, the Library will be 
closed Monday, July 5th. The other 
thing I want to tell you is that we 
got in our first Christmas book of 
2021! It’s Santa’s Sweetheart by Janet 
Dailey. Not sure how she does it, 
but Dailey’s is always the first of 
our “automatically yours” author’s 
Christmas books to arrive. So, I guess 
both statements are about Holidays, 
so they are similar, in a way!
     Deb has a really fun Take it 
Tuesday planned for July 6th. We 
will have all the supplies you need to 
create your own Button Art picture. 
Bring your own ideas or see what 
Deb suggests. Contact the Library to 
register, so we know how many to set 
up for!
     Have you noticed our new 
addition? The Music Garden has 
been expanded! Library Board 
members and fabulous volunteers 
Doc Van Genderen and Les Milton 
installed our Tenor Tree recently on 
the southeast corner of the Library. 
As they were finishing up the 
installation, Library patron Linda 
Olson stopped by to see what was 
going on. She played a few notes and 
gave it her approval! The Tenor Tree 
was purchased with a grant from the 

Pocahontas County Foundation.
     Other new fiction selections 
include: Tom Clancy Target Acquired 
by Don Bentley, The Sweetness of 
Water (Reg & LP) by Nathan Harris, 
The Personal Librarian (Reg & CD) 
by Marie Benedict, Rock the Boat 
by Beck Dorey-Stein, Choose Me by 
Tess Gerritson, Third Grave by Lisa 
Jackson, 50 Shades Freed by E.L. 
James, When Stars Collide by Susan 
Phillips, The House Guests by Emilie 
Richards, Warsaw Orphan by Kelly 
Rimmer, Nine Lives by Danielle 
Steel, The Fiancée (Reg, LP & CD) 
by Kate White and Seven Days in 
June by Tia Williams. Some of these 
selections are in memory of Marlene 
Umbrell by her family and friends. 
Just one nonfiction: On Juneteenth by 
Annette Gordon-Reed
     We are getting more and more 
kids attending our summer reading 
story times. This year’s theme is 
“Reading Colors Your World.” 
Pocahontas County Naturalist James 
Conway will be here this week to 

discuss the colorful life of birds.  It 
will be fun to hear what he has to 
say, plus he usually brings something 
interesting to show us! Join us now 
through the end of July Wednesdays 
at 1 p.m. for Colorful Fun.

Coming Events
July 6 @ 6 p.m. Take it Tuesday 

Button Art Pictures
“Reading Colors Your World.” Every 

Wednesday @ 1 p.m.!
July 11 @ 11 a.m. Author Chris 

Hodges
July 26 @ 7 p.m. Book Club Lilac 

Girls by Martha Hall Kelly
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Emerald Ash 
Borer Discovered 
in Pocahontas 
County
Invasive pest confirmed at 
Little Clear Lake Park
 
Emerald ash borer has been found in 
Pocahontas County for the first time. 
This invasive insect has now been 
found in 81 of Iowa’s 99 counties 
since the first detection in 2010.
     EAB threatens all ash species. 
The wood-boring insect feeds on 
the inner bark tissue, disrupting the 
transport of water and nutrients. 
Infested trees usually die within two 
to four years.
     While the adult beetle can 
fly short distances, people have 
contributed to the spread of this 
pest by moving infested material, 
including firewood. People are 
reminded to use locally-sourced 
firewood where it will be burned to 
help limit the spread of EAB and 
other pests.
     Indicators of an infestation may 
include canopy thinning, leafy 
sprouts shooting from the trunk 
or main branches, serpentine (“S”-
shaped) galleries under the bark, bark 
splitting, woodpecker damage, and 
1/8 inch D-shaped exit holes.
      Now is the time to decide a 
course of action for ash trees at risk 
of EAB attack (within 15 miles of a 
known infestation). Landowners and 
managers can choose to wait and see 

what happens, remove declining ash 
trees and replace them with other 
species, or use preventive insecticide 
treatments to preserve and protect 
valuable and healthy ash trees. 
Spring, from mid-April to mid-May, 
is the best time to treat for EAB. 
Insecticides are most effective when 
the ash tree is actively growing, and 
uptake is at its peak. Tree service 
companies can apply insecticide 
trunk injections through the summer 
if soil moisture is available.
     See Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach publication 
PM2084, Emerald Ash Borer 
Management Options, for more 
details about EAB treatment.
     The State of Iowa monitors the 
spread of EAB on a county-by-
county basis. Before a county can 
be declared positive, a life stage of 
the insect must be collected and 
confirmed. Anyone who suspects an 
infested ash tree in a new location 
is encouraged to contact one of the 
following:
   • Iowa Department of Agriculture 
and Land Stewardship, State 
Entomologist Office: 515-725-1470.
   • Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach, Entomology: 515-
294-1101.
   • Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources: 515-725-8453.
   • Additional information on EAB, 
including known locations in Iowa, 
can be found at iowatreepests.com.
   • For additional information, 
contact any of the following 
members of the Iowa EAB Team:
   • Mike Kintner, IDALS EAB 
coordinator, 515-745-2877, Mike.
Kintner@IowaAgriculture.gov.
   • Robin Pruisner, IDALS state 

entomologist, 515-725-1470, Robin.
Pruisner@IowaAgriculture.gov.
   • Jeff Goerndt, DNR state forester, 
515-725-8452, Jeff.Goerndt@dnr.
iowa.gov.
   • Donald Lewis, ISU Extension 
and Outreach entomologist, 515-
294-1101, drlewis@iastate.edu.
   • Emma Hanigan, DNR urban 
forestry coordinator, 515-249-1732, 
Emma.Hanigan@dnr.iowa.gov.
   • Tivon Feeley, DNR forest health 
program leader, 515-725-669-1402, 
Tivon.feeley@dnr.iowa.gov.
   • Billy Beck, ISU Extension 
forestry specialist, 515-294-8837, 
wjbeck@iastate.edu.
   • Jeff Iles, ISU Extension and 
Outreach horticulturist, 515-294-
3718, iles@iastate.edu.
   • Laura Iles, ISU Extension and 
Outreach entomologist, ISU Plant 
and Insect Diagnostic Clinic, 515-
294-0581, ljesse@iastate.edu.

Local News  

Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.thepapernow.com

100% User 
Generated Content!

Subscribe and 
Submit TODAY!
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Local News  

1970 and 1971 
Class Reunion
The Laurens High School Classes of 
1970 and 1971 will be celebrating 
their "Golden" Class Reunion at the 
Laurens Country Club on Saturday, 
July 10th. If you would like to visit 
with attendees in the classes, please 
come after 8 p.m. Saturday night or 
visit with some of the classmates at 
the Rally Point North building after 
the Victory Bell Dedication.

Farm Service 
Agency Now 
Accepting 
Nominations 
for County 
Committee 
Members
The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
began accepting nominations for 
county committee members on 
June 15. Elections will occur in 
certain Local Administrative Areas 
(LAA) for these members who 
make important decisions about 
how federal farm programs are 
administered locally. All nomination 
forms for the 2021 election must be 
postmarked or received in the local 
FSA office by Aug. 2, 2021.
     “We need enthusiastic, diverse 
leaders to serve other agricultural 
producers locally on FSA County 
Committees,” said Robert Wegand, 
Acting State Executive Director 
for FSA in Iowa. “Now’s your 
time to step up and truly make an 
impact on how federal programs 
are administered at the local level 
to reach all producers fairly and 
equitably.”
     Wegand said agricultural 
producers who participate or 
cooperate in a USDA program, 
and reside in the LAA that is up for 
election this year, may be nominated 
for candidacy for the county 
committee. A cooperating producer 

is someone who has provided 
information about their farming or 
ranching operation to FSA, even if 
they have not applied or received 
program benefits. Individuals may 
nominate themselves or others 
and qualifying organizations may 
also nominate candidates. USDA 
encourages minority producers, 
women and beginning farmers or 
ranchers to nominate, vote, and hold 
office. 
     Nationwide, more than 
7,700 dedicated members of the 
agricultural community are serving 
on FSA county committees. The 
committees are made up of three to 
11 members who serve three-year 
terms. Producers serving on FSA 
county committees play a critical 
role in the day-to-day operations of 
the agency. Committee members are 
vital to how FSA carries out disaster 
programs, as well as conservation, 
commodity and price support 
programs, county office employment 
and other agricultural issues.
     LAAs are elective areas for FSA 
committees in a single county or 
multi-county jurisdiction. This may 
include LAAs that are focused on an 
urban or suburban area.
     More Information. Producers 
should contact their local FSA office 
today to register and find out how 
to get involved in their county’s 
election. They should check with 
their local USDA Service Center to 
see if their LAA is up for election this 
year. To be considered, a producer 
must be registered and sign an FSA-
669A nomination form. The form 
and other information about FSA 
county committee elections are 
available at fsa.usda.gov/elections. 
     Election ballots will be mailed 
to eligible voters beginning 

November 1, 2021. To find your 
local USDA Service Center, visit 
farmers.gov/service-locator. 
     USDA touches the lives of all 
Americans each day in so many 
positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris Administration, USDA 
is transforming America’s food 
system with a greater focus on 
more resilient local and regional 
food production, fairer markets for 
all producers, ensuring access to 
healthy and nutritious food in all 
communities, building new markets 
and streams of income for farmers 
and producers using climate smart 
food and forestry practices, making 
historic investments in infrastructure 
and clean energy capabilities in rural 
America, and committing to equity 
across the Department by removing 
systemic barriers and building a 
workforce more representative of 
America. To learn more, visit www.
usda.gov.
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Laurens United Methodist Women 

will be selling pie by the  
slice with ice cream 

Saturday, July 10, 2021 
    during the Laurens Summer Celebration Days   
 
 

               11:00 A.M.-1:30 P.M. 
 

  at the Laurens United Methodist Church. 
Please note the change in location from previous years. 
 

 COST ~ $5.00 a slice 

Advertising & Announcements

Laurens Area Community 
Youth Group  

will be selling ice cream sundaes at the  

Laurens Summer Celebration Days on  

Friday, July 9 from 5 p.m.-7 p.m. at the  

Laurens Fire Station.   

 

Free will offering. 

 

Please come out & support our youth! 

Save
the
Date!

 
 
 
 

United Methodist Men’s 
Hamburger Meal 

 

Saturday, July 10, 2021 
  11:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M. 

 at the City Park (shelter house) 
 

Free will donation. 
All meals served with chips & a drink. 

 
Mark your calendars & plan to attend! 

 
The UMM support many local & global projects. 
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ws
Obituaries

Jeanette Hawley's 
Service & 
Celebration
On March 14, 2021, the 
world lost a very special 
woman. Jeanette Oleson 
Johnson Hawley died 
of natural causes at the 
UnityPoint Health-Trinity 
Regional Medical Center 
in Fort Dodge, Iowa, ten 
weeks shy of her ninety-
fifth birthday.
     Jeanette Hawley was 
a devoted wife, mother 
and friend. She is survived 
by her husband Leland 
J. (Bud) Hawley, her 
children Lynn Johnson, 
Jane McCann and Marlane 
(Richard) Parra, her 
grandchildren Cara, Tyler 
and Riley (Valerie) Johnson, and Andrew 
and Evan McCann, her great-grand 
daughter Parker Johnson, and many 
nieces and nephews. She was preceded 
in death by her parents (Frank O. and 
Lena Oleson) , her siblings Merle, Darryl 
(Odie), Homer and Lois, her husband 
Marvin L. Johnson, and her son-in-law 
Dan McCann.
     Jeanette was born May 28, 1926 in 
Laurens, Iowa. The daughter of Frank 
O. and Lena Oleson, she was raised on 
a farm north-east of Laurens with her 
four siblings. She attended the country 
school and graduated from Laurens High 
School in 1943, attended the University 
of Iowa for one year, and graduated from 
AIB College of Business in Des Moines.
     Jeanette worked at M&JR Hakes 
until she married Marvin L. Johnson in 
1949. They raised their three children, 

Marlane, Lynn and Jane in Laurens.
     After Marvin died in 1977, Jeanette 
worked several years at First Federal 
Savings Bank. She married Leland J. 
(Bud) Hawley in 1987.
     Jeanette was the quintessential 

homemaker. She was 
an avid seamstress 
and made nearly all 
of the clothes for 
herself and her two 
daughters. She was 
an excellent baker. 
She was active in the 
community, serving 
on the board and on 
several committees 
at the First Christian 
Church. She was a 
cub scout leader, a 
Y-Teen advisor, a 
day camp girl scout 
leader, a member of 
Eastern Star, an avid 
participant in the 
Laurens Library book 

club, and a 19-year member of the Lions 
Club in Mesa, Arizona (where she and 
Bud spent the winter months).
     Jeanette adored her family. She was 
thrilled when she earned the title of 
“GG” (great grandmother) and longed 
to see great granddaughter, Parker when 
she could.
     Through the years, Jeanette enjoyed 
playing golf, cribbage, bridge, and 
solitaire. The birthday club was a 
source of joy for her, both hosting and 
participating. She loved being with her 
friends, whether it be in Laurens, in 
Mesa, Arizona, or at Lake Okoboji.
     Jeanette will be remembered as 
a spunky gal who put a smile on 
everyone's face. She made others happy 
with her upbeat attitude. People will 
remember her kindness, her love of a 
good party, her reliability, her cheerful 

attitude, and her deep and abiding sense 
of family. She has been described as “one 
of the nicest, kindest people I know.” 
Her close friends and family will miss 
her “happy hours” with Cheetos and 
wine!
     The light dimmed a little bit for all of 
us when she died.
     A funeral service will be held at the 
First Christian Church on July 11 at 
2:00 pm in Laurens, Iowa, followed 
by a celebration of life at the Laurens 
Country Club from 3:00-5:30pm.
     The family requests that in lieu 
of flowers, donations be made to the 
Laurens Public Library Foundation, 
273 North Third Street, Laurens, Iowa 
50554.

Celebration of 
Life for John 
Hinn
There will be an Open House 
Celebration of Life for John Hinn on 
Saturday, July 3, 2021 at the Okoboji 
Barn Farm House on Hwy 71 in 
Okoboji from 1-4 pm. 
     John Hinn was born on 
September 13, 1942 and passed away 
February 26, 2021. He was born and 
raised in Laurens, IA. 
     John and his wife, Kathleen 
Mefferd Hinn, operated the Hinn’s 
Super Valu Stores in Laurens and 
Estherville. In 1974 they moved to 
Spirit Lake.They spent the last 40+ 
years owning and operating Dowden 
Hinn Realtors.
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Church

This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM ~ Worship 
10:00 AM ~ Coffee Fellowship 

Tuesday:  July 6, 2021
8:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at 
Bethany

Worship, Love, Accept~Together
 in Christ’s Name

This Week at First 
Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Sunday, July 4 
9:30 a.m. - Worship
10:30 a.m. - Coffee Fellowship

Wednesday, July 7 
7:00 p.m. - Mission Council Meeting

Resurrection of Our Lord Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF

MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass as scheduled in the weekly bulletin
Saturday at 5:00 PM and Sunday at 10:30 AM
Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm at Resurrection

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Pastor Deb Parkison

Sun., July 4:
Fellowship Coffee @ 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service @ 10:30 a.m.
Rev. Deb Parkison will deliver her first 
message here at Laurens UMC
Holy Communion

Mon., July 5:
CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED
Quilt Club @ 7 p.m.

New Hope Baptist 
Church
202 Byron St, Laurens

New Hope Baptist Church invites 
you to join us for Sunday School at 
10 a.m. and our Worship Service at 
11 a.m. Additionally all are welcome 
to attend our weekly Bible Study held 
each Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m.
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Yard and 
Garden: FAQs on 
Maple Trees
Maple trees can provide a beautiful 
addition to a landscape as well as shade 
for the owners. As with all trees and 
shrubs, they can get pests. Here are 
some common questions and answers 
about maple tree pests from Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach 
horticulture specialists. 
     There are small, white objects 
resembling kernels of popcorn on the 
branches of my silver maple tree. What 
are they? The small, white, popcorn-like 
objects are likely cottony maple scale. 
Cottony maple scale is an insect. It is 
most commonly found on silver maple 
trees. However, it can also be found on 
other maples, oak, linden, hackberry, 
honey locust and other trees. 
     In June, female scales begin to 
produce large, white, cottony egg sacs 
that may grow to the size of dimes (up 
to 1/2 inch in diameter). Large numbers 
of egg sacs look like popcorn strung 
along the branches and twigs. 
     The eggs within the expanded egg 
sacs (up to 1,000 per sac) begin to hatch 
in early July. The new scale nymphs 
crawl to the undersides of leaves where 
they feed on sap from the leaf tissue. The 
scales grow to adulthood on the leaves 
and mate in August or September before 
the females return to twigs to spend the 
winter. There is one generation per year. 
     Cottony maple scale insects excrete a 
clear, sticky substance called honeydew. 
The honeydew drops onto leaves on 
the lower portions of infested trees. It 
also drops onto plants or other objects 
(patio furniture, cars, driveways, etc.) 
beneath trees. Oftentimes, a sooty mold 
fungus colonizes the honeydew, resulting 
in a black sooty appearance on leaves, 

branches, and other objects. 
     Cottony maple scale usually causes 
little harm to healthy trees. Natural 
predators will control the infestation 
within one or two years. Treatment of 
cottony maple scale with insecticides 
may do more harm than good, as the 
insecticide will kill their insect predators.
      There are erect, cone-like or 
roundish growths on the upper leaf 
surface of my maple tree. Should I be 
concerned? The growths are likely galls. 
Galls are abnormal growths of plant 
tissue induced to form by mites, insects 
or other small organisms. The cone-like 
gall on the maple leaves is probably the 
maple spindle gall and more roundish 
growths are maple bladder galls.
     Both types of galls range in color 
from greenish to red and are about 1/5 
of an inch long. Maple spindle galls are 
as thick as the lead in a pencil. The galls 
are somewhat thicker in the middle than 
at the ends, hence the common name 
of spindle gall. Maple bladder galls are 
similar in size and have an irregular 
round shape.
     Both types of galls are caused by 
extremely small eriophyid mites that are 
only 1/125 of an inch long. The adult 
mites spend the winter under the bark 
and other protective places on the trees. 
In the early spring, the adults move to 
the developing, unfolding leaves and 
begin feeding. The leaf responds to the 
small irritation by rapidly producing 
extra cells that form the abnormal 
growth at the feeding site. The gall 
encloses the mite, which continues to 
feed and lay numerous eggs within the 
gall.
     Reproduction is prolific and as the 
new mites mature, they leave the gall 
and move to other newly emerging 
leaves to repeat the process. Only new 
leaves are capable of producing galls. 
Mite activity continues until mid-
summer when it starts to decline. Adult 
mites leave the foliage in the fall and 
move to the overwintering sites. 
     While galls are unsightly, they do 
not cause serious harm to healthy, well-

established trees. Galls cannot be “cured” 
once they have formed. Preventative 
insecticide treatments are seldom 
warranted.
     There is a large growth on the 
trunk of my maple tree. What is it? 
The growth on the trunk of the maple 
tree is likely a burl. Burls are abnormal 
swellings or growths that develop on 
the trunks and branches of trees. Burls 
can be found on deciduous trees and 
evergreens. The exact cause is unknown. 
Possible causes include bacteria, fungi, 
insects, wounds or environmental stress. 
     Burls do not kill trees. However, they 
may reduce the tree’s vigor. On a positive 
note, the unusual swirling grain pattern 
found in burls makes them prized by 
woodworkers. Burls can be carved into 
bowls, furniture and other objects. 
     There are small, fuzzy insects on 
the branches of my maple tree. Are 
they harming the tree? The white, 
fuzzy insects on the branches of your 
maple tree are wooly alder aphids. (The 
insect is also known as the maple blight 
aphid.) Wooly alder aphids feed on 
the sap of maple trees from bud-break 
until late June. Then winged adults, 
some with abdomens covered in white 
fluffy wax, are produced in the colonies. 
These winged migrants readily fly when 
disturbed and create the illusion of tiny 
masses of cotton floating through the 
air. The winged adults leave the maple 
tree and fly to alders where they establish 
new colonies on the secondary host. 
Wooly alder aphids require both maple 
and alder trees to complete their life 
cycle. 
     While the presence of white, fuzzy 
colonies of wooly alder aphids on a 
maple tree may cause alarm, they don’t 
cause serious harm to infested maples. 
(Damage is usually limited to the loss of 
some leaves.)  Large wooly alder aphid 
populations usually collapse from 
predation and parasitism. Control 
efforts are not necessary.
 

Extension News
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Farm 
Management 
Specialist 
Reminds Iowa 
Farm Employers 
to Focus on 
Employee Well-
being
The late-spring heatwave that 
blanketed Iowa and much of the 
Midwest is a reminder for farm 
employers and employees to focus 
on human resources.
    Melissa O’ Rourke, farm 
management specialist with Iowa 
State University Extension and 
Outreach, said people are the 
most valuable asset in a farm or 
rural business.
     “In any business, including 
farming, the most important 
resource is the people,” O’Rourke 
said. “We need to do whatever we 
can to preserve and protect what 
I think of as a priceless resource – 
our people.”
     In the June edition of Ag 
Decision Maker, O’Rourke 
outlines some basic ways that farm 
employers can protect workers 
from heat stress and illness. 
She also provides an updated 
checklist that covers all the major 

Extension News

aspects of farm worker hiring and 
employment.
     O’Rourke said it’s common 
for a farm business to begin 
within a family – and human 
resources may not be the first 
thought that comes to mind. But 
as the business grows, so does 
the need for labor and employee 
engagement.
     The Checklist for Iowa 
Agricultural Employers covers 
information such as how to 
recruit candidates and conduct 
interviews, how to evaluate 
candidates and make a selection, 
employee policy documents, 
and federal and state forms that 
must be completed. The checklist 
also provides updated links and 
resources that take the user to 
extension information, as well as 
state and federal websites.
     Several new resources have 
been added that cover worker 
classification, job analysis and 
creating job descriptions.
     “It’s important that farm 
and ag business employers think 
about the business needs, and 
clearly define what skills and 
qualifications can be the key to 
guiding an effective hiring and 
employee retention strategy,” said 
O’Rourke, who is also a licensed 
attorney.
     Although a farm may not have 
a full human resources department 
– O’Rourke said it really only 
takes a few minutes to address 

most of the concerns employers 
and employees may have. 
     She said employers can make 
use of posters from OSHA to 
explain basic safety concepts 
such as avoiding heat stress, and 
that posters can easily be hung 
in places where they will serve as 
reminders to workers. 
     She also advises employers to 
take advantage of safety talks with 
their employees and to include 
heat stress prevention as one of 
the topics. It takes as little as five 
minutes to remind employees 
what to do, and what resources are 
available.
     The talk may be as simple as 
reminding everyone where water 
is located, when breaks can be 
taken, and any changes to the 
day’s schedule to work around the 
heat. Keeping everyone informed 
can also help boost worker morale 
and enthusiasm, in addition to 
protecting their physical health.
     “These are small things that 
can be quick reminders to keep 
ourselves safe and to watch out for 
others,” she said. “So often, that is 
all it takes is that reminder.”
     For more information, visit 
the Ag Decision Maker online. 
O’Rourke can be reached at 563-
382-2949, or morourke@iastate.
edu
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“Produce Basics” to be Offered
“Produce Basics” will be offered on July 15th from 6:30 pm – 8 pm at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in Fort Dodge.
     The workshop, taught by ISU Extension and Outreach Nutrition and Wellness 
Specialist, Holly VanHeel, and Shannon Coleman, ISU Assistant Professor/Extension 
Specialist, Food Safety and Consumer Production in the Department of Food Science 
and Human Nutrition. This workshop is intended for those wanting to learn more 
about producing fresh produce for Farmers markets, local food banks and producing 
produce safely.  The workshop will review storage, cleaning, and safely producing various 
fresh fruits and vegetables.  Numerous resources will be available for participants to take 
home.
     The cost to attend this workshop is funded by the Growing Together grant.  For 
more information and to register, please contact Webster County Extension office at 
515.576.2119. 

Northwest Iowa 
Research Farm 
Field Day is July 7
The annual Northwest Research and 
Demonstration Farm field day will be 
held Wednesday, July 7 from 9:30 a.m. 
to noon at the farm, located at 6320 
500th St., Sutherland. 
     The field day will focus on pest and 
weed management and nitrate reduction 
practices. 
     “We look forward to holding our field 
day live and in-person again this year,” 
said Joel DeJong, field agronomist with 
Iowa State University Extension and 
Outreach. 
     The program will begin with a 
conversation with Daniel J. Robison, 
endowed dean’s chair of the College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences at Iowa 
State.
     Robison will give an update on the 
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, 
followed by topics that include:
   • Corn rootworm and soybean 
gall midge management, led by Erin 
Hodgson, professor in entomology and 
extension specialist in entomology at 
Iowa State.
   • Integrated weed management updates 
for 2021, led by Prashant Jha, ISU 
Extension and Outreach weed specialist.
   • Edge-of-field practices for nitrate 
reduction, led by Matt Helmers, 
professor in agricultural and biosystems 
engineering and extension agricultural 
engineering specialist at Iowa State.
     Attendance at the field day is free and 
open to the public. Registration is not 
needed. 
     A complimentary noon lunch will 
also be available thanks to sponsorship 
from Security State Bank, 5th Gen Ag, 
O’Brien County Ag Supply, C-S Agrow 
and Ken’s Feed. 
     For more information, contact Joel 
DeJong at: (712) 546-7835 or jldejong@
iastate.edu.

New Date: Agronomy Workshop and 
Certified Crop Advisor Training to be 
Offered July 13
Carbon markets and weed management strategies in soybeans will be the featured topics 
at an upcoming Agronomy Workshop and Crop Advisor Training to be offered from 
8:30 a.m. to noon on July 13.
     The training is targeted toward farmers, certified crop advisors, agribusiness 
professionals and independent crop consultants. It will feature the following four sessions 
that participants will rotate through: carbon markets, the science of carbon markets, 
integrated weed management strategies in soybeans and soybean herbicide programs. 
      “We are excited to be offering this workshop face-to-face this year,” said Rebecca 
Vittetoe, field agronomist with Iowa State University Extension and Outreach. “We’ve 
got some in-field demonstrations that participants will be able to check out and also 
have a chance to visit with different experts including Chad Hart, professor in economics 
and extension grain markets specialist at Iowa State, and Marshall McDaniel, assistant 
professor in agronomy at Iowa State.”
     There will be one hour of soil and water management continuing education units, one 
hour of crop management CEUs and two hours of pest management CEUs for certified 
crop advisor.
     There is a $50 registration fee, which includes lunch. Pre-registration is required by 
July 9 and can be completed at http://www.aep.iastate.edu/serf-cca or by calling the ISU 
Extension and Outreach Washington County office at 319-653-4811. No walk-ins will be 
accepted. Class size is limited to 60 participants.
     The Southeast Research and Demonstration Farm is located at 3115 Louisa-
Washington Road, Crawfordsville, Iowa. To reach the farm, follow U.S. Highway 218 one 
and three-quarters of a mile south of Crawfordsville, then two miles east on County Road 
G-62, then three-quarters of a mile north. Signs will be posted near the farm.
     For more information, contact Rebecca Vittetoe at 319-653-4811, or rka8@iastate.
edu; or Virgil Schmitt at 563-263-5701 or vschmitt@iastate.edu. 
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June 21st, 2021 
The Laurens City Council met in regular session at the Municipal Building at 5:00 p.m. on 

Monday, June 21st, 2021.  Mayor Rod Johnson called the meeting to order.  Present were Mayor Rod 
Johnson, Council members Jean Swanson, Loren Booth, John Jamison, Julie Potter, City Administrator 
Hilary Reed, City Clerk Joan Hoben, City Attorney Ann Beneke, Public Works Director Julian Johnsen, 
and Police Chief Dan Wegg.  Councilmember Aaron Christenson was absent.   

Jamison moved to approve the consent agenda, minutes from the June 7th, 2021 meeting, and the 
list of claims.  Potter seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.   

CLAIMS 06-21-21 
  A&M SERVICES, INC. MOPS, RUGS, RAGS             94.50  

ACCO POOL CHEMICALS           647.20  

AFLAC MONTHLY GROUP INSURANCE           439.40  

AIRGAS NORTH CENTRAL OXYGEN             69.34  

ALLISON GRAFF TRAINING             60.00  

AMAZON BOOKS & DVDS             69.40  

FIDELITY SECURITY LIFE MONTHLY EYE CARE INSURANCE           189.30  

BAKER & TAYLOR BOOKS           746.96  

COUNSEL COPIER MAINT.           113.71  

DELL MARKETING LP 3 COMPUTERS        2,493.99  

DELTA DENTAL MONTHLY DENTAL INSURANCE           792.94  

DWIGHT E VAN GENDEREN HOMETOWN PRIDE EXPENSE           231.79  

FIRST COOP ASSOCIATION BOTTLE GAS             35.00  

FOUNDATION ANALYTICAL LAB DRINKING WATER TESTING             51.00  

HEART 'N HOME BLOMGREN FLOWERS             75.90  

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE FED/FICA TAX        5,239.27  

JACK'S UNIFORMS & EQUPIMENT POLICE EQUIP           364.84  

JCL SOLUTIONS NEW HAND DISP AND SOAP             50.98  

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL SPRAYER           351.80  

KENNEDY TATE TRAINING             60.00  

LAURENS FOOD PRIDE SUPPLIES           196.11  

LMPC PENGO ERROR IN DEPOSIT           850.74  

LMU MONTHLY UTILITIES           411.44  

LAURENS PLUMBING REPAIRS AT LIFT STATION      12,985.99  
NORTHERN LIGHTS FOOD 
SERVICE CONCESSION           832.93  

NORTHWEST COMMUNICATIONS SECURITY CAMERA           785.84  

POC COMMUNITY HOSPITAL TIER BAILEY           155.79  

POCAHONTAS CO SOLID WASTE LANDFILL FEES        6,146.85  

PRINCIPAL LIFE MONTHLY LIFE INSURANCE           939.04  

PRO COOPERATIVE MAY MONTHLY FUEL        2,212.40  

R & D INDUSTRIES TEC SUPPORT           501.60  

RB LUMBER COMPANY CONCRETE PREP @ RUNNEBERG             55.00  

RILEY OXENREIDER TRAINING             60.00  

SHAMROCK RECYCLE, INC. MONTHLY CURBSIDE RECYCLING        1,785.51  

SHAWN OXENREIDER TRAINING             60.00  

TOWN AND COUNTRY FLORAL MACKE'S FLOWER FROM POOL             40.00  

TREY SANDVIG TRAINING             60.00  
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UNITYPOINT HEALTH MEDICAL EQUIPMENT           352.00  

UPTOWN SPORTING GOODS LIFEGUARD SUITS           478.00  

VERIZON WIRELESS MONTHLY CELL PHONES           387.64  

VICTORIA REESE TRAINING             60.00  

WAYNE PEASLEE MOWNG NUISANCE           300.00  

WELLMARK MONTHLY GROUP INSURANCE      12,814.87  

 
TOTAL 

         
54,649.07  

   
 

6/14/2021 
 001 GENERAL        9,145.25  

110 ROAD USE TAX        1,530.62  
600 WATER        2,545.58  
610 SEWER        2,298.14  
670 GARBAGE        2,119.24  

 
TOTAL      17,638.83  

 
PAYROLL TOTAL      17,638.83  

 
PAID TOTAL      72,287.90  

BY FUND 
  001 GENERAL          

35,726.54  

110 ROAD USE TAX             
2,555.12  

112 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS             
7,940.94  

176 HOMETOWN PRIDE                 
231.79  

600 WATER        6,194.62  
610 SEWER        6,164.40  
670 GARBAGE      13,474.49  

 
TOTAL BY FUND      72,287.90  

 
 
Potter moved to approve Resolution 17-21 – Appointment of Loren Booth to City Council.  

Jamison seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Swanson, Jamison, Potter.  Nays: None.  Motion carried.  
Swanson moved to approve Resolution 18-21 0 Relating to the financing of a proposed project to 

be undertaken by the City of Laurens, Iowa; establishing compliance with reimbursement bond 
regulations under the Internal Revenue Code.  Jamison seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Potter, Jamison, 
Booth, Swanson.  Nays: None. Motion carried.    

Mayor Johnson opened the public hearing on proposed plans, specifications, form of contract and 
estimate of cost for the Benz Addition Project at 5:06 pm.  With no written or oral objections, Mayor 
Johnson closed the public hearing on the matter at 5:07 pm. 

Jamison moved to approved Resolution 19-21 Finally approving and confirming plans, 
specifications, form of contract, and estimate of cost for the Benz Addition Project.  Booth seconded.  
Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Potter, Jamison, Booth, Swanson.  Nays: None.  Motion carried.   

Consideration of the bids for the Benz Addition Project was held by the council.   
Potter moved to approve Resolution 20-21 – Awarding a contract for the Benz Addition Project 

to Reding’s Gravel & Excavating Co., Inc.  Swanson seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Potter, Jamison, 
Booth, Swanson.  Nays: None.  Motion carried.   

Potter moved to approve the second reading and waive the third reading of  Ordinance 02-21 
ROW Tree Removal.  Booth seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Potter, Jamison, Booth, Swanson.  Nays: 
None.  Motion carried.   

Booth moved to approve the second reading and waive the third reading of  Ordinance 03-21 
Amendment to P&Z Ordinance Article 14.  Jamison seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Potter, Jamison, 
Booth, Swanson.  Nays: None.  Motion carried.  

Jamison moved to approve the second reading and waive the third reading of  Ordinance 04-21 
Rezoning of Lots.  Swanson seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Swanson, Booth, Jamison, Potter.  Nays: 
None.  Motion carried.   



Our Town Our Paper! 16

City Council Minutes

Jamison moved to approve the second reading of  Ordinance 05-21 Parking of Motor Vehicles as 
amended. Potter seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Potter, Jamison, Booth, Swanson.  Nays: None.  
Motion carried.     

Swanson moved to approve the second reading and waive the third reading of  Ordinance 06-21 
Golf Carts.  Booth seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Swanson, Booth, Jamison, Potter.  Nays: None. 
Motion carried.    

Potter moved to approve the second reading and waive the third reading of  Ordinance 07-21 
ATVs/UTVs.  Jamison seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Potter, Jamison, Booth, Swanson.  Nays: None.  
Motion carried. 

Swanson moved to approve the second reading and waive the third reading of  Ordinance 08-21 
Animal Bites.  Jamison seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Potter, Jamison, Booth, Swanson.  Nays: None. 
Motion carried. 

Jamison moved to approve Resolution 21-21 State Rec Trails Application. Potter seconded.  Roll 
Call Vote: Ayes: Swanson, Booth, Jamison, Potter.  Nays: None.  Motion carried.   

Potter moved to adjourn at 6:01 p.m.  Jamison seconded.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
 
 

 
______________________________  ____________________________________ 
Rod Johnson, Mayor      Hilary Reed, City Clerk 
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2021  WATER QUALITY REPORT 
FOR 

LAURENS WATER SUPPLY 
 
This report contains important information regarding the water quality in our water system. The source of our water is groundwater.   
Our water quality testing shows the following results: 
 

CONTAMINANT MCL - (MCLG)  Compliance Date Violation Source 
  Type Value & (Range)  Yes/No  
Total Trihalomethanes 
(ppb) [TTHM] 80   (N/A) LRAA 11.00 09/30/2018 No By-products of drinking water 

chlorination 

Lead (ppb) AL=15   (0) 90th ND 2018 No 
Corrosion of household plumbing 
systems; erosion of natural 
deposits 

Copper (ppm) AL=1.3   (1.3) 90th 0.22 (ND - 0.23) 2018 No 

Corrosion of household plumbing 
systems; Erosion of natural 
deposits; Leaching from wood 
preservatives 

950 - DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 

Chlorine (ppm) MRDL=4.0   
(MRDLG=4.0) RAA 1.6 (0.98 - 2.03) 09/30/2018 No Water additive used to control 

microbes 
02 - WELL 7 OR 8 @ FINISHED WATER PLANT TAP 

Sodium (ppm) N/A   (N/A) SGL 24 05/10/2016 No Erosion of natural deposits; Added 
to water during treatment process 

 

 
Note: Contaminants with dates indicate results from the most recent testing done in accordance with regulations. 
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
 Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) – The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.  MCLs are set as 

close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology. 
 Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) -- The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or 

expected risk to health.  MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. 
 ppb -- parts per billion. 
 ppm -- parts per million. 
 pCi/L – picocuries per liter 
 N/A – Not applicable 
 ND -- Not detected 
 RAA – Running Annual Average 
 Treatment Technique (TT) – A required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water. 
 Action Level (AL) – The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a 

water system must follow. 
 Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG) - The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no 

known or expected risk to health.  MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial 
contaminants. 

 Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL) - The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water.  There is 
convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants. 

 SGL – Single Sample Result 
 RTCR – Revised Total Coliform Rule 
 NTU – Nephelometric Turbidity Units 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.  The 
presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water posed a health risk.  More information about contaminants or 

Announcements

Jamison moved to approve the second reading of  Ordinance 05-21 Parking of Motor Vehicles as 
amended. Potter seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Potter, Jamison, Booth, Swanson.  Nays: None.  
Motion carried.     

Swanson moved to approve the second reading and waive the third reading of  Ordinance 06-21 
Golf Carts.  Booth seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Swanson, Booth, Jamison, Potter.  Nays: None. 
Motion carried.    

Potter moved to approve the second reading and waive the third reading of  Ordinance 07-21 
ATVs/UTVs.  Jamison seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Potter, Jamison, Booth, Swanson.  Nays: None.  
Motion carried. 

Swanson moved to approve the second reading and waive the third reading of  Ordinance 08-21 
Animal Bites.  Jamison seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Potter, Jamison, Booth, Swanson.  Nays: None. 
Motion carried. 

Jamison moved to approve Resolution 21-21 State Rec Trails Application. Potter seconded.  Roll 
Call Vote: Ayes: Swanson, Booth, Jamison, Potter.  Nays: None.  Motion carried.   

Potter moved to adjourn at 6:01 p.m.  Jamison seconded.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
 
 

 
______________________________  ____________________________________ 
Rod Johnson, Mayor      Hilary Reed, City Clerk 
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potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-
4791). 
 
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population.  Immuno-compromised persons 
such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or 
other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice 
about drinking water from their health care providers.  EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by 
Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791). 
 
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children.  Lead in 
drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing.  LAURENS WATER 
SUPPLY is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing 
components.  When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your 
tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking.  If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may 
wish to have your water tested.  Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods and steps you can take to minimize exposure is 
available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.  
 
SOURCE WATER ASSESSMENT INFORMATION 
 
This water supply obtains its water from the limestone and dolomite of the Devonian aquifer.  The Devonian aquifer was determined 
to have low susceptibility to contamination because the characteristics of the aquifer and overlying materials provide natural 
protection from contaminants at the land surface.  The Devonian wells will have low susceptibility to surface contaminants such as 
leaking underground storage tanks, contaminant spills, and excess fertilizer application.  A detailed evaluation of your source water 
was completed by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources and is available from the Water Operator at 712-841-4526. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
For questions regarding this information or how you can get involved in decisions regarding the water system, please contact 
LAURENS WATER SUPPLY at 712-841-4526. 
 
City council meetings are held on the 1st and 3rd Monday’s of each month at 5:00 pm at City Hall and are open to the public. 
 
Please note: this report will not be mailed to individual customers; copies are available at City Hall. 
 

Announcements


