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Local News 

Tenor Tree Dedication
Friday evening of the Laurens Summer 
Celebration, the Laurens Public Library 
dedicated their musical Tenor Tree. The 
three-sided Tenor Tree features 4 tiers of 
green aluminum leaves which create bright, 
sustaining tones. Three mallets are conveniently 
placed so one to three users can enjoy creating 
music together.
     This latest addition to the Music Garden 
was purchased with a grant from the 
Pocahontas County Foundation.
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Puppets at the 
Library
Recently at the Laurens Public Library, 
Stanley the Reading Dog naps while 
waiting his turn to entertain the kids. 
Lisa Laird & Stuart the Bear told the 
kids how “Reading Colors Our World.” 
     Summer Story Times continue 
Wednesdays at 1 o’clock through July, 
with a special visit from ISU Insect Zoo 
Monday, July 26th at 1.p.m.

Learn What Stressed Corn Means for Swine Feed
Corn is a major ingredient in swine diets (ranging from 70 to 88% on a weight basis), which makes corn the primary 
energy source for most swine rations. The quality of the corn in these rations can impact animal performance and other 
management considerations.
     A new publication from the Iowa Pork Industry Center, “Corn Quality – Concerns When Grain Does Not Reach 
Maturity,” offers preharvest, harvest and postharvest considerations for swine producers who grow their own corn and 
manufacture feed on-farm, as well as for nutritionists and feed mills.
      The author is Mark Storlie, swine specialist with Iowa State University Extension and Outreach. He said the content 
offers good reminders, especially during times of environmental stress or shortened growing seasons.
“Grain that does not reach maturity or is stressed during the growing season due to weather, nutrients, disease or weed 
competition may be more prone to quality issues,” he said. “Awareness of factors impacting corn quality from field to feed 
and feed trial research may lead to better management decisions.”
     The publication begins with a review of development of the corn kernel and how broken kernels and foreign matter, 
including mold and mycotoxins, can affect various quality factors. Summarized results from research trials on low-test 
weight effect on performance, correlation with energy level, and factors influencing corn test weight also are included.
     Download the seven-page pdf publication IPIC-MS-June2021 at no charge from the IPIC website.
     The Iowa Pork Industry Center was established in 1994 as a coordinated effort of the colleges of Agriculture (now 
Agriculture and Life Sciences) and Veterinary Medicine at Iowa State. Its mission is to promote efficient pork production 
technologies in Iowa, maintain Iowa's pork industry leadership and strengthen rural development efforts.
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Deadline Fast 
Approaching for 
Conservation 
Reserve Program 
General Signup
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) in Iowa is reminding 
producers and landowners that the 
signup deadline for the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) current 
general signup is fast approaching. 
Eligible producers must submit their 
offers by July 23, 2021.
    USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) made several changes to CRP 
to make it more appealing to all 
producers, including those who are 
historically underserved, beginning, 
and veterans. FSA added incentives 
to encourage producers to include 
climate-smart agricultural practices 
in their operations to increase natural 
resource and environmental benefits.
“Agricultural producers and private 
landowners should take advantage 
of the opportunities offered by the 
revamped CRP,” FSA Acting State 
Executive Director Bob Wegand 
said. “Explore the increased payment 
rates and new incentives for climate-
smart agricultural practices to see if 
elements of the revamped CRP fit 
your operation.”
     Updates to the Conservation 
Reserve Program. USDA’s goal is 
to enroll up to 4 million new CRP 

acres by raising payment rates and 
expanding the incentives offered 
under the program. CRP is capped at 
25 million acres for fiscal year 2021, 
and currently 20.7 million acres are 
enrolled, but the cap will gradually 
increase to 27 million acres by fiscal 
year 2023. To help increase producer 
interest and enrollment, FSA has:
   • Adjusted soil rental rates. This 
enables additional flexibility for rate 
adjustments, including a possible 
increase in rates where appropriate. 
   • Increased payments for Practice 
Incentives from 20% to 50%. This 
incentive for continuous CRP 
practices is based on the cost of 
establishment and is in addition to 
cost share payments.
   • Increased payments for water 
quality practices. Incentive increased 
from 10% to 20% for certain water 
quality practices available through 
the CRP continuous signup, such as 
grassed waterways, riparian buffers 
and filter strips. 
     Additionally, to mitigate climate 
change, FSA introduced a new 
annual Climate-Smart Practice 
Incentive for the general, grasslands, 
and continuous signups that aims 
to increase carbon sequestration and 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
Climate-Smart CRP practices include 
establishing trees and permanent 
grasses, developing wildlife habitat, 
and restoring wetlands. The Climate-
Smart Practice Incentive amount is 
based on the benefits of each practice 
type.
     More About CRP. CRP is one 
of the world’s largest voluntary 

conservation programs with a long 
track record of preserving topsoil, 
improving water quality, sequestering 
carbon, reducing nitrogen runoff and 
preserving healthy wildlife habitat. 
     Signed into law in 1985, CRP 
is one of the largest private-lands 
conservation programs in the United 
States. It was originally intended 
to control soil erosion and stabilize 
commodity prices by taking marginal 
lands out of production. The 
program has evolved over the years, 
providing more conservation and 
economic benefits. CRP marked its 
35-year anniversary in December 
2020.  
     Program successes include:  
   • Preventing more than 9 billion 
tons of soil from eroding, which is 
enough soil to fill 600 million dump 
trucks.
   • Reducing nitrogen and 
phosphorous runoff relative to 
annually tilled cropland by 95% and 
85% percent, respectively.
   • Creating more than 3 million 
acres of restored wetlands while 
protecting more than 175,000 
stream miles with riparian forest and 
grass buffers, which is enough to go 
around the world seven times.
   • Benefiting bees and other 
pollinators and increasing 
populations of ducks, pheasants, 
turkey, bobwhite quail, prairie 
chickens, grasshopper sparrows and 
many other birds.
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Hy-Vee to Host Third “Best of Local 
Brands” Summit in September
Midwestern Vendors Invited to Submit Their Products for 
Potential Hy-Vee Distribution

Hy-Vee, Inc. announced recently that it will host its third “Best of Local 
Brands” summit in September to expand and enhance the product 
offerings at its more than 280 retail stores in Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, South Dakota and Wisconsin. The second 
quarterly summit was held in May where 28 new brands were selected to 
become available to Hy-Vee customers in the coming months. 
     The summit will be organized by the eight states Hy-Vee operates in 
and will consist of 15- to 30-minute virtual presentations from selected 
suppliers. The summit will take place from Wednesday, September 8 to 
Friday, September 10.  
     Hy-Vee is currently accepting submissions for its “Best of Local 
Brands” summit online at https://www.rangeme.com/hyveelocalsummitq3 
in the following categories of retail ready products: grocery, produce, deli, 
general merchandise, frozen, dairy, and health and beauty care. 
     ECRM and RangeMe are helping Hy-Vee source, qualify and 
connect suppliers with the appropriate buyers. All sourcing and product 
submissions will be made through RangeMe, the industry standard 
online product discovery and sourcing platform, and ECRM will qualify 
suppliers, create curated meeting schedules and facilitate face-to-face 
meeting execution with Hy-Vee buyers to introduce new and innovative 
products into the marketplace.  All meetings will be conducted through 
ECRM’s industry leading virtual meeting platform, ECRM Connect, 
plus, ECRM’s dedicated support team will help ensure that buyer and 
seller connections are executed seamlessly. Suppliers not chosen will still be 
accessible through RangeMe and may be reviewed by Hy-Vee merchants 
again in the future as business needs change.
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At the Library & Advertising

Baby Shower
A come-and-go baby shower will be 
held for Caitlyn (Heuton) Marlow 
on Saturday, July 31, 2021 at the 
West Iowa Bank Cornerstone Room 
in Laurens from 9:30-11:00 AM. 
Caitlyn and Eli are expecting a baby 
girl in October and are registered at 
Target.

Bridal Shower
A come and go Bridal Shower will be 
held Saturday, August 28th in honor 
of Kacie Cox at the Marathon Public 
Library from 12:30 to 2:00PM.

At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
July 21, 2021  

We have an opportunity for you on Monday, July 26 from 1-2 p.m. The ISU 
Insect Zoo will be here! This paragraph is what made me want to get them to 
visit our library. “During the display, participants can see over 100 species of 
living arthropods such as insects, tarantulas, scorpions and more, up close and 
personal. We fill 6-8 tables with all of our animal enclosures. Two knowledgeable 
Insect Zoo staff will help the participants understand the importance of these 
animals and fill them with fun facts about them all!” This program is geared 
towards kids of all ages! It’s set up as come and go, do it at your own pace. Come 
see what it’s all about!
     Yikes, we only have two July Wednesdays left for “Reading Colors Your 
World” Story Times! Our summer is going fast, I bet yours is also. 
     This week we added some finance and gardening books in memory of Ben 
Winkler, by the Braesch, Darrow Peterson, Sharp clan.
     We have lots of fun beads in our “Magic Cupboard,” so we decided that 
August’s Take it Tuesday should be bracelet making. We all need a new bracelet 
or two, right? This will be Tuesday, August 3 at 6 p.m. Please contact the Library 
to get signed up for this free class!
     Have you started reading The Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly yet? I haven’t 
yet, but feel like I should start it next! This historical fiction, set during WWII, is 
our July Book Club selection. Grab a copy and join our discussion Monday, 
July 26 at 7 p.m. If you’ve read it before, you don’t have to reread it (unless you 
want to!) but we would love to have you come talk about it and the other books 
you have been reading!

Coming Events
“Reading Colors Your World.” Wednesdays @ 1 p.m.

July 26 @ 7 p.m. Book Club Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly
August 3 @ 6 p.m. bracelet making at Take it Tuesday 

Garage Sale
318 S. 3rd Street

Laurens
July 23rd – 25th

All day 
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Church

This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Sunday: July 25, 2021
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM ~ Worship
10:00 AM ~ Coffee Fellowship
11:30AM-1:00PM ~ Youth 
Group Beefburger Fundraiser at 
UMC

Tuesday: July 27, 2021
8:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at 
Bethany

Worship, Love, Accept~Together
 in Christ’s Name

This Week at First 
Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Sunday, July 25 
9:30 a.m. - Worship
10:30 a.m. - Coffee Fellowship

Resurrection of Our Lord Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF

MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass as scheduled in the weekly bulletin
Saturday at 5:00 PM and Sunday at 10:30 AM
Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm at Resurrection

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Pastor Deb Parkison

Tues., July 20:
Pastor Deb currently out of the 
office through July 23

Sat., July 24:
Snetti/Smith Family Gathering held 
here at LUMC

Sun., July 25:
Fellowship Coffee @ 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service @ 10:30 a.m.
Special Music: Camp Fun Kids
Laurens Area Community Youth 
Group Beefburger Fundraiser 11:30 
a.m.-1 p.m. here at Laurens UMC

Tues., July 27:
UMW Executive Board mtg @ 1 p.m.

New Hope Baptist 
Church
202 Byron St, Laurens

New Hope Baptist Church invites 
you to join us for Sunday School at 
10 a.m. and our Worship Service at 
11 a.m. Additionally all are welcome 
to attend our weekly Bible Study held 
each Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m.
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Extension News

Field Agronomists 
Join Iowa State 
University 
Extension and 
Outreach
The two newest field agronomists 
with Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach both 
come from a farming background 
that includes years of experience 
helping other farmers.
     Clarabell Knapp, field 
agronomist for region 11 in 
south central and south eastern 
Iowa, began June 7; and Gentry 
Sorenson, field agronomist for 
region two in northwest Iowa, 
began July 6.
     Knapp earned her bachelor’s 
degree in agronomy from Iowa 
State in 2020 and spent the 
past couple years working for 
Helena Agri-Enterprises as a sales 
representative.
     She said the opportunity to 
work for ISU Extension and 
Outreach is basically a dream job 
– one where she gets to interact 
with other farmers and help them 
find meaningful solutions.
     “I always wanted to be in a 
support role to crop growers,” 

she said. “I love meeting people 
and seeing how different people 
do different things. What better 
way to constantly learn than to 
be in an extension program where 
you get to meet people and share 
resources.”
     Knapp grew up on her family’s 
farm south of Bloomfield, Iowa, 
where she and her sisters raised 
club lambs, and were involved 
with the row crop and cow-calf 
operation.
     Sorenson grew up in Hancock 
County on his family’s corn and 
soybean farm near Crystal Lake. 
He earned his bachelor’s degree 
in agricultural studies at Iowa 
State in 1997, with a minor in 
agronomy.
     He earned a master’s degree in 
professional agriculture from Iowa 
State in 2018.
     He spent 10 years with 
DuPont Pioneer (Corteva 
Agriscience) as a crop research 
associate and most recently 
was an agronomist for Landus 
Cooperative.
     “I really have a passion for 
helping people and I really love 
agronomy and transferring that 
information on to people who are 
looking for that information,” he 
said.
     Eleven field agronomists 
serve Iowa across 11 regions, 

and 24 state specialists answer 
questions and provide agronomic 
information statewide.
     Erin Hodgson, the crops team 
leader and extension specialist in 
entomology at Iowa State, said 
she is pleased to welcome both 
agronomists.
      “I am so excited to have two 
new field agronomists serving in 
Iowa,” she said. “Clarabell and 
Gentry have extensive experience 
in agriculture, and will be great 
assets to our crops team. They are 
working hard to meet stakeholders 
and are ready to serve in their 
regions.”
     Clarabell Knapp can be 
reached at 641-664-2730 or 
caknapp@iastate.edu. Gentry 
Sorenson is available at 641-430-
6715 or gentrys@iastate.edu.

Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.thepapernow.com

100% User 
Generated Content!

Subscribe and 
Submit TODAY!
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Extension News

Drought 
Assistance 
for Livestock 
Producers
Currently, most counties in 
Northwest Iowa are in moderate 
or severe drought. To help 
livestock producers cope with 
reduced forage, USDA has 
announced two programs – 
Livestock Forage Disaster Program 
(LFP) and emergency grazing and 
haying of Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) acres.  
     Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP). The LFP 
program provides payment to 
eligible livestock producers who 
have covered livestock and are 
also producers of grazed forages 
that have suffered drought. For 
Northwest Iowa, the forages 
include native and improved 
pastureland with permanent 
vegetative cover and short and 
long season small grains planted 
specifically for grazing. The losses 
must have occurred in the grazing 
period and crop year (2021). 
     Currently, 13 counties are 
eligible for LFP: Buena Vista, 
Cherokee, Clay, Dickinson, 
Emmet, Kossuth, Lyon, O’Brien, 

Osceola, Palo Alto, Plymouth, 
Pocahontas and Sioux. Affected 
livestock producers should 
contact their local Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) office to set up an 
appointment if they wish to apply 
for the assistance.  The deadline to 
file is January 30, 2022.  
     A fact sheet for LFP may be 
downloaded from https://www.
fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-
Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/
livestock_forage_program_lfp-
fact_sheet.pdf.
     Emergency Haying and 
Grazing of CRP. USDA has 
authorized emergency haying and 
grazing of CRP acres to provide 
relief to livestock producers 
in areas affected by drought. 
Counties qualify when they are 
designated as level “D2 Drought 
– Severe” according to the U.S. 
Drought Monitor or if the county 
FSA requests emergency haying 
and grazing status, which is a 
documented 40 percent or greater 
loss of forage production due to a 
disaster event. 
     All counties in Northwest Iowa 
are eligible for CRP emergency 
haying and grazing. But before 
haying and grazing, producers 
need to contact their local FSA 
office to verify their county is still 

eligible and to obtain a modified 
conservation plan.   
     Producers may use the CRP 
acreage for their own livestock 
or may grant another livestock 
producer use of their CRP 
acreage. For emergency haying, 
producers are limited to one 
cutting and may sell the hay. 
Participants must remove all hay 
from CRP acreage within 15 
days after baling and remove all 
livestock from CRP acreage no 
later than one day after the end of 
the emergency grazing period.
     For details on the primary 
nesting season, permitted 
activities, and frequency, USDA 
has a fact sheet that can be 
accessed from https://www.fsa.
usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-
Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/crp_
haying_grazing_factsheet.pdf
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School News

LAURENS-MARATHON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  ~  2021-2022  ~  SCHOOL SUPPLIES

L-M PRESCHOOL
(1) Pair of Tennis Shoes for gym 
(1) Full-sized Book Bag 
(1) Extra set of clothing (shirt, pants, 
underwear, & socks)
Clean face mask daily if required (plus an extra 
one to be kept at school) 
PLEASE MARK EACH INDIVIDUAL ITEM WITH CHILD'S 
NAME (CLOTHING ALSO)

KINDERGARTEN
**PLEASE MARK EACH INDIVIDUAL ITEM WITH CHILD'S 
NAME (CLOTHING ALSO)

(1) Supply Box - LABEL W/NAME
(1)  Box of Sandwich Bags - LABEL W/NAME
(1) Set of headphones - LABEL W/NAME
(1) Package of #2 Pencils (NO mechanical 
pencils) - LABEL W/NAME 
(3) Boxes of Kleenex (200 count) - LABEL W/
NAME
(1) Tub of Clorox Wipes - LABEL W/NAME
(1) Container of Hand Sanitizer - LABEL W/
NAME
(2) White Board markers - LABEL W/NAME
(1) Scissors - LABEL W/NAME
(8) Glue sticks - LABEL W/NAME 
(1) Box of Crayons (24 count) - LABEL W/NAME
(2) Sets of Classic colored markers - LABEL W/
NAME
(1) Pair of P.E. Tennis Shoes - LABEL W/NAME
Water bottle for snack - LABEL W/NAME
Extra set of clothes - LABEL W/NAME
Book Bag - LABEL W/NAME
Notebooks & Folders are NOT needed, please.

FIRST GRADE
**PLEASE MARK EACH INDIVIDUAL ITEM WITH CHILD’S 
NAME (CLOTHING ALSO)

(1) set of headphones - LABEL W/NAME
Pencil Box (No bigger than about 6"x 9")
(3) Double-Pocket Folders (with NO fasteners 
and NO plastic folders)             
(20) #2 Pencils (NO mechanical pencils)                        
(6) Large Erasers 
(2) Large Boxes of Kleenex 
(2) Large containers of Clorox disinfectant 
wipes
(3) Glue Sticks 
(1) 8 oz. Bottle of School White Glue 
(1) 7.5” x 10” Canvass Zipper Bag with Clear 
Front
(1) Pair of Tennis Shoes for P.E.
(4) Dry erase markers
(1) Box of quart or gallon size Ziploc bags
(3) Wide-lined (1 subject) Spiral Notebooks 
(1) Box of Crayons
(1) box of CLASSIC colored markers
(1) pair of scissors
(1) Small ßashlight 
(1) Book bag

(SECOND, THIRD, & FOURTH ON BACK)
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LAURENS-MARATHON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  ~  2021-2022  ~  SCHOOL SUPPLIES

SECOND GRADE
**PLEASE MARK EACH INDIVIDUAL ITEM WITH CHILD’S 
NAME (CLOTHING ALSO)

(1-2) set of headphones - LABEL W/NAME
(20) #2 Pencils
(1) Scissors
(4) Glue Sticks
(4) Dry Erase markers & 1 SOCK (To use as an 
eraser and store the markers)
(4) Double Pocket Folders
(2) Large Boxes Kleenex
(1) Container of Clorox Wipes
(1) pair of tennis shoes for P.E.
(1) Box of quart-sized Ziploc bags
(3) Wide-Lined spiral notebooks
Supply Box (No bigger than about 6”x9”)
(2-3) Pack of Crayons (24 Count) Basic Colors
(2-3) Pack of Markers Basic Colors
Book Bag (Bring Daily)

THIRD GRADE
(1) Pair of headphones or earbuds for Laptops* 
must have - LABEL W/NAME
(1) Backpack 
(1) Ruler
(2) Glue Sticks
(1) Bottle of liquid glue 
(2) Boxes of 12 count #2 pencils
(3) Wide-lined spiral notebooks
(1) Scissors
(3) Double pocket folders
(2) Large boxes of tissues (200 count) 
(1) Pencil case or box
(1) Box of 24 count crayons
(1) Box of colored pencils
(1) Pair of tennis shoes for PE
(1) Box of markers
(1) Four pack of dry-erase markers
(2) Canisters of Sanitizing Wipes 
       (50 count or more)
**PLEASE MARK EACH INDIVIDUAL ITEM WITH CHILD'S 
NAME (CLOTHING ALSO)

FOURTH GRADE
(1) pair of earbuds or headphones
(20) #2 pencils (not mechanical)
(1) Large eraser 
(3-4) Dry erase markers
Zipper Case for Pencils
Box of colors (24 count)
(4) Spiral notebooks (wide-lined)
(4) Double-pocket folders (no fasteners)
(1) Bottle glue or (2) Glue sticks
(2-3) Large boxes of Kleenex
(1) container of disinfecting wipes OR (1) box 
gallon baggies
(1) Pair of Tennis Shoes for P.E.
Scissors (optional)
Markers (optional)
Assignment Notebook ($2.00 Purchased at 
Registration)  Students must have this one!
**NO Trapper Keepers Please!
**PLEASE MARK ALL ITEMS WITH CHILD'S NAME 
(CLOTHING ALSO)

School News
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Laurens-Marathon School  - 2021-2022 Supply List - 5th & 6th

5th Grade:
(1) pair of earbuds or headphones
(2)  Spiral Notebooks - wide lined (colors: red & blue)
(2)  Composition notebooks
(2)  Highlighters (2 different colors)
(4)  Dry erase markers
(1) box of gallon-sized Freezer Zip-loc baggies
(2)  Double-Pocket folders w/brads (colors: red & blue)
(1) bottle of white glue or (2) glue sticks
(2)  correcting pens (any color except black)
(1) set of markers
(20) #2 Ticonderoga Pencils
(12-24) Pencil Cap Erasers
(1) pair of tennis shoes for PE
(3)  large boxes of Kleenex
(1) container of disinfecting wipes
(2) container of hand sanitizer
Assignment Notebook ($2.00 purchased at Registration) Students must have 
one!
**Please No Trapper Keepers

6th Grade:
¥ Pair of earbuds or headphones
¥ (2) Composition notebooks
¥ Folders (3) red, blue, green
¥ (2) 1 1/2 inch Binders
¥ 2 packs of loose leaf paper
¥ Assignment Notebook/Planner ($2.00 purchased at registration) Students 

must have one!
¥ #2 Pencils - No mechanical
¥ Pens - 3 red, 3 blue
¥ (2) Highlighters
¥ (2) Glue sticks
¥ Colored pencils 
¥ PE Clothes and Shoes
¥ Magnet or Lanyard for Lunch Ticket
¥ Pencil Case
¥ 1 box of Kleenex (200 Count)
¥ Container of Hand Sanitizer
¥ Container of disinfecting wipes

School News


