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Local News

2021 Pool Fundraiser Recap
The Laurens Pool Project is happy to report that at the end of the year, we have $1,296,739 in our fund! This compares to
$510,056 at the beginning of the year. Doing the math tells us that our community donated $786,683 towards the new
pool this year! That’s over ¾ of a million dollars! Wow!
Thanks to all the businesses and individuals who chose to be a part of this community improvement. We still need just
over a million dollars, so your continued support is needed and appreciated.
For more information on how your can be a part of this project, contact any of our members:
Hilary Reed
Ann Beneke
Jean Swanson
Rose Davis
Kelly Tate
John Jamison
Lyle Wallin
Julian Johnsen
MacKenzie Johnsen Julie Wurr
Hannah Zylstra
Glenda Mulder
Troy Oehlertz
End of year giving was especially strong in 2021, with just over
$100,000 coming into our fund!
Again, thank you for making 2021 a record year. We look forward
to seeing what 2022 brings!
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At the Library & Announcements

At the Library
with Glenda Mulder
January 5, 2022

Happy New Year! We resolve to be the best small town library in 2022 and
beyond! Please let us know what areas we can improve. We feel that we have
fabulous support from our library patrons, and we value your input.
Top adult novels at LPL in 2021 include Four Winds by Kristin Hannah, The
Rose Code by Kate Quinn, The Bookstore on the Beach by Brenda Novak, Win by
Harlan Coben, Dark Sky by CJ Box, The Last Thing He Told Me by Laura Dave,
Malibu Rising by Taylor Jenkins Reid, The Return by Nicholas Sparks, The Paper
Palace by Miranda Crowley Heller, The Affair by Danielle Steel, The Bounty by
Janet Evanovich and Family Reunion by Nancy Thayer.
New in our fiction section this week are: Small World by Jonathan Evison,
Seasonal Work by Laura Lippman, When You Are Mine by Michael Robotham
and Invisible by Danielle Steel.
Our Book Club will be revisiting a book most of us read in our childhood.
January’s choice is Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder. First
published in 1932, it is based on the author’s memories of her early childhood
in the Big Woods near Pepin, Wisconsin, in the early 1870s. She recalls helping
her mother with the daily chores, enjoying her father's stories and singing, and
sharing special occasions when they get together with relatives or neighbors.
I look forward to reading (or perhaps listening to) this book again, as I recall
devouring these books as an early reader!

Dates to Remember

January 11 @ 5:30 p.m. - Cards with Deb & Laura
January 24 @ 7 p.m. - Book Club Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls
Wilder
January 25 @ 6:30 p.m. - Cardmaking Class with Brenda & Milissa
February 1 @ 3:45 p.m. - Kids Make-n-Take Valentine Craft
February 1 @ 6:00 p.m. - Take it Tuesday Valentine Heart

4-H Pork Loin Lunch
4-H members will be preparing a pork loin lunch Saturday, January 8
from 11:30-12:30 (or while supplies last). Pork loins were donated by
the Deb and Jeff Hansen Foundation and the 4-H members will prepare
a complete meal free of charge for all! This will be a drive through or
carry out only meal. Please pick up meal in the Pocahontas Area HS/MS
parking lot.
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Church

This Week at
Laurens United
Methodist Church

This Week at
Bethany Lutheran

This Week at First
Christian

Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Pastor Deb Parkison

Thursday: January 6, 2022
6:30 PM ~ Discipleship Class

Sun., Jan. 2:
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. - Worship

Fri., Jan. 7:
AA meeting 7 p.m.-8 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 8:
UMM meeting @ 8 a.m.
Sun., Jan. 9:
Sunday School resumes @ 9:15 a.m.
Fellowship Coffee @ 9:30 a.m.
Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Holy Communion
Youth Group meeting 5-6:30 p.m. at
Bethany Lutheran Church
Choir practice @ 7 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 12:
Caring Cards 5-8 p.m.
Confirmation Class 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Sunday: January 9, 2022
Baptism of Our Lord
9:15 AM ~ Adult SS
9:30 AM ~ Youth SS & Coffee
Fellowship
10:30 AM ~ Worship w/Communion
5:00-6:30 PM ~ Youth Group @ BLC
Tuesday: January 11, 2022
8:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at Bethany
Wednesday: January 12, 2022
7:00 PM ~ Council Mtg.
Thursday: January 13, 2022
6:30 PM ~ Discipleship Class

Worship, Love, Accept~
Together in Christ’s Name

Resurrection of Our Lord Catholic Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very Rev. Craig Collison, VF
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MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass as scheduled in the weekly bulletin
Saturday at 5:00 PM and Sunday at 10:30 AM
Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm at Resurrection
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Extension News

Confinement
Site Manure
Applicator
Workshops
Scheduled for
2022
Confinement site manure
applicators and anyone interested
in learning about manure issues
should plan to attend a twohour workshop offered by Iowa
State University Extension and
Outreach in January or February
2022. These workshops are offered
in cooperation with the Iowa
Department of Natural Resources.
Registration is required. No
walk-ins allowed. There is no
fee to attend the workshops,
but applicators will need to pay
certification fees and send the
forms in to the Iowa Department
of Natural Resources to complete
certification requirements.
“Iowa law requires
confinement site manure
applicators to attend two hours of
continuing education each year
of their three-year certification
period or take and pass an exam
once every three years,” said Dan
Andersen, associate professor
of agricultural and biosystems
engineering and extension
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agriculture engineering specialist
at Iowa State, and coordinator of
the manure applicator certification
program.
A total of 64 counties will
participate in the confinement site
manure applicator workshops. In
addition, a series of six dry/solid
manure applicator certification
meetings will be held in February.
These meetings are tailored toward
dry/solid manure for either
Commercial or Confinement
Site manure applicators. ISU
Extension and Outreach county
offices have a complete list of
workshop dates and locations,
or view a list at https://www.
extension.iastate.edu/immag/
confinement-site-applicators.
The workshops serve as initial
certification for those applicators
who are not currently certified,
recertification for those renewing
licenses and continuing education
for those applicators in their
second or third year of their
license.
Due to uniform certification
deadlines, applicators are
encouraged to attend workshops
prior to March 1 to avoid being
assessed a late fee of $12.50
for those who are re-certifying.
Those unable to attend one of
the workshops need to schedule
time with their ISU Extension
and Outreach county office to
watch the training video. Due to
scheduling conflicts, extension

offices will no longer accept walkin appointments to watch these
videos but do offer scheduled
dates and times to provide this
training.
If you can’t attend training
during one of the scheduled
reshow dates at your county
extension office, you will be
charged a $10 fee to view the
training at your convenience.
If attending the workshops
or watching the two-hour
training video is not convenient,
confinement site manure
applicators may contact their
local Department of Natural
Resources field office to schedule
an appointment to take the
certification exam to meet
certification requirements.
Applicators also have another
option, online certification; an
applicator can take their training
online at DNR MAC eLearning
site at https://elearning-dnr.iowa.
gov/. The applicator will need to
sign-in and get an A&A account.
Contact your ISU Extension
and Outreach county office for
more information about the
Manure Applicator Certification
Program or visit https://www.
extension.iastate.edu/immag/
confinement-site-applicators.
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Extension News

Dry Manure Applicator Certification Workshops Offered in 2022
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach, in cooperation with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources, will offer
manure applicator certification workshops for dry/solid manure operators on six different dates and locations in February
2022. These workshops meet manure applicator certification requirements for both confinement site manure applicators and
commercial manure applicators who primarily apply dry or solid manure.
“The information in this workshop will benefit not only those needing certification, but anyone using dry or solid sources
of manure as a nutrient resource,” said Dan Andersen, associate professor of agricultural and biosystems engineering and
extension agriculture engineering specialist at Iowa State, and coordinator of the manure applicator certification program.
The workshops are free to attend and open to all. Applicators will be required to submit certification forms and fees to the
Iowa Department of Natural Resources to meet manure applicator certification requirements.
Pre-registration is required. No walk-ins are allowed. Please register for one of the workshops by calling the number listed
with the selected site. All workshops begin at 1 p.m.
• Feb. 15, Washington County, ISU Extension and Outreach office, Washington. Call 319-653-4811 to register.
• Feb. 16, Wright County, Dows Community Center, Dows. Call 515-532-3453 to register.
• Feb. 18, Hamilton County, Kamrar Lions Community Building, Kamrar. Call 515-832-9597 to register.
• Feb. 21, Buena Vista County, ISU Extension and Outreach office, AEA Office, Storm Lake. Call 712-732-5056 to
register.
• Feb. 22, Sioux County, ISU Extension and Outreach office, Orange City. Call 712-737-4230 to register.
• Feb. 23, Adair County, Wallace Cultural Center, Greenfield. Call 641-743-8412 to register.

Program for Women Who Manage Land Offered February 3 in
Storm Lake
Grant-Funded Free-to-Attend Program is designed to Support Women Landowners

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach will host “Women Managing Farmland” on Thursday, February 3 from
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Prairie Lakes AEA, 824 Flindt Drive, Storm Lake.
The program is designed to better serve and meet the needs of women farmland owners and managers.
“According to the Economic Research Service and the USDA, women played an integral part in farming, as either
principal operator or as a decision maker. In 2019, greater than 51 percent of all U.S. farming operations had at least one
female operator, either as the primary (14%) operator or secondary operator/decision maker (37%). A 2017 ISUEO Iowa
Farmland Ownership and Tenure Survey showed 47 percent of all acres and 55 percent of all leased acres in Iowa were
owned by women,” said Gary Wright, a farm management specialist with ISU Extension and Outreach, who will lead the
program.
Wright said that the program will cover topics such as farmland leasing, Federal Farm Programs, and Succession
Planning. There will also be time for questions and networking.
“In addition to providing education, we also hope to discover additional educational needs from this audience,” Wright
said. “Similar to a focus group, we’ll be asking questions and hope for feedback to help guide our future educational
offerings in this area.”
Thanks to grant funding, this program is completely free to attend, but preregistration is requested by February 1 to
ensure proper space, materials, and refreshments. Preregister at 712-732-5056.
Biggest Little Paper In Town!
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Extension News

Iowa Learning
Farms Webinar:
Manure Spill
Prevention and
Response
The Iowa Learning Farms and Iowa
State University Extension and
Outreach conservation webinar
taking place Jan. 5 at noon will
feature Kevin Erb, Director,
Conservation Professional Training
Program, University of WisconsinMadison, Division of Extension.
Erb has more than 29 years of
experience working with for-hire
manure applicators and nutrient
management and leads Wisconsin
extension’s education, training,
and outreach programming for
for-hire manure applicators. His
manure related research and projects
include manure spills and incidents,
reducing the impact of heavy manure
equipment on rural roads and lowcost GPS systems for knowing where
you are in the field when applying
manure. He has also been responsible
for creating more than 20 intentional
manure spills (as training exercises)
across the Midwest.
In the webinar, “Root Causes of
Manure Spills: 15 years of Oops, Oh
Crap!, and ‘how the heck did that
happen???’,” Erb will offer a realworld overview of accidental manure
spills that happen every year during
transport, application and storage.
Noting that spills will occur, Erb
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will provide insights into why they
happen and steps to prevent them.
He will also discuss educational
programs that help operators take
steps to not only reduce spill chances,
but reduce the environmental harm
when an accident does occur.
“Accidental manure spills
happen,” said Erb. “It’s what you
do next that makes the difference
between a minor inconvenience
and being the lead story on the 6
o’clock news. We want operators
to recognize spills, take immediate
action to contain and clean up, and
only then get back to the fields to
continue with applications. I am
eager to share our research that helps
us know why spills happen, which is
the first step to preventing problems.
For example, simple steps such
as visually inspecting tankers and
storage regularly or understanding
the correlation between manure
spills and stop signs – and why the
majority of accidental valve openings
occur within one-tenth of a mile
of an intersection, can mean the
difference between a good day and
the makings of a very bad day.”
Participants in Iowa Learning
Farms Conservation Webinars
are encouraged to ask questions
of the presenters. People from all
backgrounds and areas of interest are
encouraged to join.
Webinar Access Instructions.
To participate in the live webinar,
shortly before noon CST Jan. 5:
• Click this URL, or type this web
address into your internet browser:
https://iastate.zoom.us/j/364284172.

• Or, go to https://iastate.zoom.us/
join and enter meeting ID 364 284
172.
• Or, join from a dial-in phone
line: +1 312 626 6799 or +1 646 876
9923, with meeting ID 364 284 172.
The webinar will also be recorded
and archived on the ILF website, so
that it can be watched at any time.
A Certified Crop Adviser boardapproved continuing education unit
has been applied for. Those who
participate in the live webinar are
eligible. Information about how
to apply to receive the CEU will
be provided at the end of the live
webinar.
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