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Local News 

Exciting Pool 
Updates!
When the  Laurens Pool Project 
Committee met May 4th, the 
first order of business was a 
fund update. Word has been 
received that we will be receiving 
a $100,000 grant from the 
Wellmark Foundation! This brings 
the Building Fund balance to 
$1,434,353.12, which is almost 
60% of the estimated $2,492,620 
construction cost.
     Grant writer Rose Davis reports 
that she has also submitted other 
grant applications that we could 
be hearing about at any time. 
She will now be working on 

some more grants, including the 
CAT (Community Attraction and 
Tourism) Grant from the State of 
Iowa, so it can be submitted as soon 
as funds are allocated.
     The committee then reviewed the 
community surveys that were sent 
out about the location of the new 
pool. Over 90 % of the returned 
surveys favored the site in the SE 
corner of town, near the ballfields, 
trails and other amenities. The 
Committee then voted to propose 
this site for the approval of the City 
Council at their next meeting on 
May 16th.
     There will be a couple fundraisers 
during the Laurens Summer 
Celebration.
     Kylie Mauer is organizing a 
mini fun triathlon to support the 
New Pool July 9th at 7:30 AM. The 
event will start near the library, and 
end near the pool. It includes a 1 
Mile Run, 3 Mile Bike Ride, and 
a 5 Lap Swim. Registration cost of 
$25 individual or $60 for a relay 
team includes the race fee, t-shirt (if 
ordered by May 31), and one free 
drink at the Silver Dollar Saloon. To 

volunteer to help during this event, 
contact Kylie.
     We will also be looking for 
volunteers to help the Masons 
with their meal in the City Park 
Saturday, July 9. All proceeds will 
go to the Pool Fund!
     If you have questions, or wish to 
volunteer, contact any of these Pool 
Committee members: Ann Beneke, 
Rose Davis, John Jamison, Julian 
& MacKenzie Johnsen, Glenda 
Mulder, Troy Oehlertz, Hilary 
Reed, Jean Swanson, Kelly Tate, 
Lyle Wallin, Julie Wurr, Hannah 
Zylstra
     If you would like to be involved 
in the Pool Project through a 
donation or multi-year pledge, 
contact any committee member, or 
mail to:
Pool Project
c/o City of Laurens
272 North 3rd Street
Laurens, IA 50554
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22 Iowa 
Organizations to 
Receive Wellmark 
Foundation 
MATCH Grants
Organizations have until 
August 17 to secure matching 
funds

The Wellmark Foundation has 
notified 22 Iowa organizations they 
will receive Matching Assets to 
Community Health (MATCH) grant 
funds, contingent upon securing the 
required dollar-for-dollar match. 
To ensure community support 
for these projects, organizations 
have until Aug. 17 to secure their 
matching funds. Each of these 
grantees are planning projects that 
can help individuals, families and 
communities achieve better health 
through built environment initiatives 
that encourage physical activity or 
providing access to healthy foods.
     “Each project included here has 
the potential to make a positive, 
long-term impact on the overall 
health and well-being of their 
community which will enhance 
the quality of life for generations 
to come,” said Mary Lawyer, 
executive director for The Wellmark 
Foundation. “We’re excited to see 

the planning, focus and community 
engagement within each of the 
selected applications.”
     Among the organizations and 
projects selected to receive a 2022 
MATCH Grant was City of Laurens, 
$100,000. The Laurens Pool Project 
(Laurens). Serving the community 
since 1956, the Earl Mackie 
Memorial Swimming Pool is in need 
of replacement. The Laurens pool 
project will create a new pool at a 
city park, which will include zero-
depth entry, water features, lap lanes, 
a diving tower and will be accessible 
for all to enjoy. The facility will also 
have an energy-efficient bath house 
and concessions stand.
     “The Wellmark Foundation 
recognizes sustainable changes take 
time and we are pleased to continue 
to offer these grant opportunities to 
support the overall health and well-
being of local communities,” said 
Lawyer. “Recently, we have better 
aligned the grant focus and awards to 
encourage even more communities 
to get involved and take advantage 
of support from The Wellmark 
Foundation, and upcoming 
improvements will allow for a more 
defined focus on physical activity and 
healthy foods.”  
     Since its inception in 1991, The 
Wellmark Foundation has awarded 
nearly $58 million in grant and 
project funding to initiatives that 
positively impact the well-being of 
Iowans and South Dakotans.

Laurens Women's 
Club to Meet
 
The Laurens Women’s Club will 
meet for a May Breakfast on Friday, 
May 13 at 9:30 a.m. at the Bethany 
Lutheran Church. The program 
will be “Music By Flor Johnsen and 
Others”.

On Their Own 
and OK
ISU Extension and Outreach 
Pocahontas and Humboldt counties 
will offer “On Their Own and OK”, 
a workshop for all youth in 4th, 5th 
and 6th grade.  
     This 4-H program is designed to 
strengthen skills in youth who may 
care for themselves and/or siblings for 
short periods of time.  On Their Own 
and OK will be held at the Gilmore 
City Senior Center in Gilmore City 
on Thursday, June 9, from 8:00 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.  The fee for Pocahontas 
County youth is $5 for 4-H members 
and $15 for non-members.  All 
materials, snacks, and noon meal are 
included in the fee.  
     4-H members may sign up in 
their v2.4honline account or paper 
copy; non-4-H please fill out a paper 
copy and return to the ISU Extension 
and Outreach Pocahontas County 
office no later than May 31.  There is 
limited space so please sign up early, 
our workshops usually fill up quickly!  
     If you have any questions, please 
contact the Extension office at 712-
335-3103 or lzeman@iastate.edu, or 
janeab@iastate.edu
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At the Library

Carnegie 
Program at the 
Library
Shana Stewart, director of https://www.
carnegielibrariesiowa.org/, was at the 
Laurens Public Library for a program 
recently.
     She told that Andrew Carnegie 
immigrated to the United States from 
Scotland when he was 13 years old 
in 1848, and went right to work. 
In 1901 he sold Carnegie Steel 
for $480,000,000. He was a very 
philanthropic man and his goal was to 
give most of his money to pacifist causes.
     Mrs. McCombs, member of the 
Library Board,  wrote to Carnegie 
requesting a donation to construct 
a library building in Laurens. Her 
request was granted for $2,500, but 
later increased to $3,500 when our 
town pledged to support the library at a 
minimum rate of $350 per year.
     After construction was complete, she 
again wrote that they were not able to 
finish the basement, which was designed 
as a meeting place, and she requested 
$300 to do so. The request was granted. 
Laurens Public Library was the 62nd 
constructed in Iowa with Carnegie 
funds, and it was the smallest grant in 
Iowa.
     Shana explained that Carnegie 
put no restrictions on the style of the 
buildings, and describes ours as "English 
Gothic" style.

At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
May 11, 2022

Oops, I double booked us next Wednesday evening the 18th. We’ve been loving our 
evening Tot Times. So much fun to see the littles enjoying songs, stories, a craft, and of 
course bubble dancing! This starts at 5:30 p.m., so we should be done in plenty of time 
for the next program….
     At 7 p.m. we will have a program about the Orphan Train Movement that took place 
in the US from 1854 to 1929. Speaker Lori Vicker is a retired reading specialist who 
travels the state sharing her interest and enthusiasm for this little known and forgotten 
era of history. When you are at the library this week, be sure to check our selection of 
Orphan Train books, to whet your appetite for the topic.
     In fiction we received: An Honest Lie by Tarryn Fisher, My Summer Darlings by 
May Cobb, The Walled Garden by Robin Maas, This Time Tomorrow by Emma Straub, 
The Lioness by Chris Bojahlian, The Sweet Life by Suzanne Woods Fisher, Portrait of a 
Thief by Grace Li, Robert B. Parker’s Revenge Tour by Mike Lupica, Overboard by Sara 
Paretsky, The Book Woman’s Daughter by Michelle Richardson, Summer Love by Nancy 
Thayer, Summer at the Cape by Raeanne Thayne and Summer Place by Jennifer Weiner. 
     New nonfiction selections include In Love; A memoir of love and loss by Amy Bloom, 
Finding Me: a memoir by Suzanne Woods Fisher and Some Assembly Required: Decoding 
four billion years of life, from ancient fossils to DNA by Neil Schubin.
     Book Club is reading out of our comfort zone this month! Our selection is the 
nonfiction I'll Be Gone in the Dark: One woman's obsessive search for the Golden State 
Killer by Michelle McNamara. Our catalog describes it simply as, “An account of the 
unsolved Golden State Killer case traces the rapes and murders of dozens of victims and 
the author's determined efforts to help identify the killer and bring him to justice.” I 
had a bit of a drive, so I started listening to the audiobook. Now I think I’m home for a 
bit, so I may finish reading it. Hope I can remember it enough to discuss on the 23rd!

Dates to Remember
May 18 @ 5:30 p.m. - Evening Tot Time

May 18 @ 7 p.m. - Orphan Train Program with Lori Vicker
May 23 @7 p.m. - Book Club I’ll be Gone in the Dark by Michelle McNamara
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Announcements & Advertising

Mini Fun Triathlon Pool Fundraiser * July 9th, 2022 * 7:30 AM
1 Mile Run - 3 Mile Bike Ride - 5 Lap Swim * Start near the library, end near the pool

$25 individual or $60 relay

Age Groups:
10-20, male and female
21-49, male and female
50+, male and female

Relay team (one person per leg)

Return registration by May 31st to guarantee a t-shirt. Registration includes the race 
fee, t-shirt (by guarantee date), and one free drink at Silver Dollar Saloon 

(non-alcoholic drink under 21, alcoholic drink 21+). 
Registration Form: https://forms.gle/Aygrjd8SyrowtWQP7

If you would like to help sponsor this event and be listed on the shirt, please fill 
out the sponsorship form at: https://forms.gle/DroeL2Tjvk2R2zpa6

 

RAGBRAI – Poster Making 
Workday – June 2
Pocahontas County 4-H will host a poster making 
workday, June 2, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. at the 
Extension and Outreach Office at 305 N. Main, 
Pocahontas.  
     The RAGBRAI committee needs creative 
welcome posters for the July event.  All supplies will 
be provided as well as lunch!  This is a free event with 
both 4-H members and adults welcome to join in 
and help us create some welcoming signs for guests 
into our community.  
     Please register by calling 712-335-3103 or 
lzeman@iastate.edu no later than May 27 so we have 
adequate food and supplies.
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Announcements

Youth For the Quality Care of 
Animals (YQCA)
All 4-H and FFA members that exhibit any kind of meat 
animal at the fair must be YQCA certified.  Horse, dog, and 
pet are the only species that do not require certification.  The 
fee for the online training is $12 but all Pocahontas County 
4-H members fee will be paid through a coupon code you will 
receive through the Extension office.  This must be completed 
no later than July 1, but it is open and ready to use now.  
     The YQCA website has changed; please use the following 
website and if you have any trouble entering your coupon 
code, call!  https://yqcaprogram.org 712-335-3103 or 
lzeman@iastate.edu

Pocahontas County Master 
Gardeners to Host a 
Flower Planter Workshop 
to Beatify for RAGBRAI
Are you wanting a beautiful flower planter for outside 
your business or home this summer? Join the Pocahontas 
County Master Gardeners for a flower planter workshop 
on May 12th at 5:30 P.M. at Heritage Park on Main 
Street in Pocahontas. 
     Learn how to care for your planter and how to make 
it look appealing. Red, White and Blue Petunias will 
be provided for all who attend. Please bring your own 
planter box and potting mix. It is encouraged to bring a 
bicycle themed, creative decorative piece to incorporate 
in your box. 
     Pre-registration is encouraged but not required, bring 
a friend!  Call the Iowa State University Extension and 
Outreach Pocahontas County Office at 712-335-3103 
or email Janea Blomquist at janeab@iastate.edu for 
questions and to register.     

2022 Pocahontas County Fair
ALL livestock including pets, dogs, horses, rabbits, 
poultry, pigs, beef, sheep and goats MUST be in your 
v2.4honline account.  All tags need to be purchased from 
the ISU Extension and Outreach Office Pocahontas 
County.  If you need assistance with your livestock 
identification, please call 712-335-3103 or lzeman@
iastate.edu.

Identifications used for animals:
Poultry – purchase leg band from Extension Office

Rabbit – tattoo
Dog – must have vaccination papers

Pets – name and kind of animal
Horse – photo in v2.4honline.com

Breeding Beef – commercial – tag and tattoo; purebred 
– tattoo and registration papers

Feeder Calf – tag
Bucket Calf – tag

Breeding Ewe – tag
Breeding Goat – tag

Swine – tag
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Church

This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Wednesday: May 11, 2022
7:00 PM ~ Council Mtg.

Sunday: May 15, 2022
Fifth Sunday of Easter
9:15 AM ~ Adult SS
9:30 AM ~ Youth SS
9:30 AM ~ Graduate Reception during 
Coffee Fellowship
10:30 AM ~ Worship w/Communion, 
SS Program, Honor Graduates
11:30 AM ~ Potluck

Monday: May 16, 2022
7:00 PM ~ Hand Bell Rehearsal

Tuesday: May 17, 2022
8:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at Bethany

Wednesday: May 19, 2022
2:00 PM ~ Circle Group

Worship, Love, Accept~
Together in Christ’s Name

This Week at First 
Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Thursday, May 12 
2:00-5:00 p.m. - Clothes Closet 
Open

Sunday, May 15 
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. - Worship

Resurrection of 
Our Lord Catholic 
Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very 
Rev. Craig Collison, VF

MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass as scheduled in the 
weekly bulletin
Saturday at 5:00 PM and Sunday at 
10:30 AM

Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm at 
Resurrection

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Pastor Deb Parkison

Wed., May 11:
Caring Cards LAST meeting until 
September from 5-8 p.m.

Thurs., May 12:
Rebekah Circle @ 2 p.m.

Fri., May 13:
AA meeting from 7 p.m.-8 p.m.

Sun., May 15:
LAST day of Sunday School @ 
9:15 a.m.
Fellowship Coffee @ 9:30 a.m.
Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School Attendance Awards
Teachers & Christian Education 
Committee Recognition
Chuck Crain event @ 2 p.m.

Wed., May 18:
Administrative Council meeting @ 
7 p.m.
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Extension News

QuickBooks 
Desktop Training 
for Small 
Businesses offered 
May 19 in Storm 
Lake
Iowa State University Extension and 
Outreach will host a QuickBooks 
Desktop Training on May 19 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Prairie Lakes 
AEA Building in Storm Lake.
     The program, taught by Janine 
Clover, Regional Director with 
America’s Small Business Development 
Centers (SBDC), will provide a basic 
QuickBooks overview.
     Clover will walk through 
invoicing, receiving payments, making 
deposits, paying bills, recording 
business expenses, and reconciling 
bank statements with QuickBooks. 
She will also showcase the different 
QuickBooks reports that can help 
businesses make good financial 
decisions and reports to help with 
preparing for yearly income tax filing.
     There is a $10 fee to cover the 
cost of lunch, which will be provided 
during the program.
     To register for the training, call the 
ISU Extension and Outreach Buena 
Vista County office at 712-732-5056. 
     This program is being sponsored by 
ISU Extension and Outreach of Buena 
Vista, Calhoun, Cherokee, Ida, and 
Sac Counties. For more information, 
contact Stacie at 712-732-5056 or 
shewett@iastate.edu.

State 4-H Council Collects Pop Tabs to 
Carry on Legacy of Former Member
For the past five years, people across Iowa have been collecting the tabs off their pop 
cans in honor of former 4-H member Jacy McAlexander, who passed away after a 
courageous battle with cancer in 2018.
     “Jacy was a 2017-18 State 4-H Council member with a big heart and was 
passionate about serving others through the Ronald McDonald House,” said Haley 
Jones, 4-H State Council advisor and 4-H program specialist with Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach.
     Before his passing, Jacy had a goal to collect one ton of pop tabs for the Ronald 
McDonald House. To honor their fellow council member, the 2017-2018 State 4-H 
Council members organized a statewide pop tab drive in all of Iowa’s 100 county 
extension districts on Jacy’s behalf, calling it “Pop Tabs for Jacy.”
     Council members encouraged the ISU Extension and Outreach county offices to 
collect the tabs and bring them to the 2018 Iowa 4-H Youth Conference in Ames. 
Over 1,000 pounds of pop tabs were collected, enough to fill a large cargo van. A 
special recognition ceremony was held during the conference banquet, where the 
pop tabs and other memorials were presented to Jacy’s family. He was the son of Earl 
and Kerri McAlexander of Rockwell City. Earl is the 4-H youth program specialist 
for Carroll, Greene and Crawford counties.
     Each State Council group since then has chosen to continue Jacy’s legacy with 
a statewide service effort encouraging Iowans to save their pop tabs for the Ronald 
McDonald House. The 2021-22 State Council has a goal to collect 1,000 pounds of 
pop tabs or 10 pounds from each Iowa county extension district by the 2022 Iowa 
4-H Youth Conference, June 28-30 at Iowa State University in Ames.
     Anyone wishing to donate pop tabs on Jacy’s behalf can drop them off at their 
ISU Extension and Outreach county office or deliver them to any of the three 
Ronald McDonald House locations in Iowa. The Ronald McDonald Houses will 
take the tabs to a recycling center where they are exchanged for money. Every year 
more than $10,000 is raised through this program.
     “We love to know that people remember Jacy, and we also love that new 
people are hearing his story and learning about the things he cared about,” Earl 
McAlexander said. “We will forever be heartbroken from Jacy’s loss, but projects 
like this help heal that. We are very happy that places such as the Ronald McDonald 
House are still being helped in his name.”
     “When we all donate pop tabs, this not only represents how much he [Jacy] 
meant to our organization but how we can use his name to help give back and help 
people in need,” explained Noah Johnson, a 2021-22 State 4-H Council member 
from Taylor County. “As someone who had a family member spend time in the 
Ronald McDonald House, I appreciate the impact that this service project can have 
on those kids and families in need. By continuing Jacy’s legacy of collecting pop 
tabs, we are just a small part of improving the lives of those who need it.”
     For more information about the Pop Tabs for Jacy drive, contact Haley Jones, at 
hjones@iastate.edu
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Family Caregivers of Military Members and Veterans Need Support
May is National Military Appreciation Month, a time to recognize and honor current and former military personnel. Many 
military service members and veterans with physical and mental illnesses and injuries receive care and support from family 
and friends. These caregivers help those they care for have better quality of life. Yet playing this role can impose a substantial 
physical, emotional and financial toll on caregivers.
     Military and veteran caregivers are hidden heroes, said Malisa Rader, a human sciences specialist with Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach. Veterans suffer more frequently from traumatic brain injury, post-traumatic stress 
disorder, diabetes, and paralysis or spinal cord injury. The caregivers of service members and veterans sacrifice their 
livelihoods, health and wellbeing as they support care receivers through panic attacks and chronic mental and physical 
conditions and help them navigate the health care system. They also save the United States $14 billion each year as 
voluntary labor.
     “These caregivers play an essential role in caring for injured or wounded service members and veterans. This enables those 
for whom they are caring to live better quality lives and can result in improved rehabilitation and recovery, but the toll on 
their own wellbeing can be high,” said Rader, who specializes in family wellbeing issues.
     ISU Extension and Outreach is offering a telehealth course titled “Powerful Tools for Caregivers of Military Members 
and Veterans” starting May 19 at 7 p.m.. This educational offering provides information, support strategies, communication 
techniques, stress reduction ideas and resources to assist family caregivers of veterans and military personnel with their 
concerns related to caregiving. The course will be led by certified class leaders, most with military experience. To register or 
find more information, visit https://go.iastate.edu/T3Q7RS or contact ptcmastertrainers@iastate.edu.
     The Elizabeth Dole Foundation commissioned the first national comprehensive study of military caregivers. During 
that research, the RAND corporation noted there are 5.5 million caregivers for former or current military personnel in the 
United States, 1.1 million of whom are caring for military veterans who served after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. 
There are unique circumstances surrounding military caregivers, particularly those caring for younger individuals who served 
in Iraq or Afghanistan:
   • Post-9/11 caregivers tend to be younger and juggle work with caregiving duties. Most have no support network.
   • They are four times more likely than non-caregivers to be depressed.
   • One-third of post-9/11 caregivers are without health insurance.
   • They typically help their military care receivers cope with stressful situations or other emotional and behavioral 
challenges.
     In addition, their caregiving journey starts earlier in life (85% are under 40) and lasts longer, according to Caregiving in 
the U.S. 2020, a report by AARP and the National Alliance on Caregiving.
     Data from Caregivers of Veterans: Serving on the Home Front, commissioned by National Alliance for Caregiving and 
United Health Foundation, showed the following:
   • 96% of caregivers of veterans are female.
   • 70% provide care to their spouse or partner.
   • 30% of veterans’ caregivers care for a duration of 10 years or more as compared to 15% of caregivers nationally.
   • 88% report increased stress or anxiety as a result of caregiving.
   • 77% state sleep deprivation as an issue.
     “Remember, you cannot pour from an empty cup,” Rader said. “The end result can be poor health, mental distress and 
less life satisfaction for the caregiver. When the caregiver suffers, veterans suffer along with their families and communities.”
     Powerful Tools for Caregivers can help military and veteran caregivers get the tools and resources they need to take care 
of themselves and their loved ones, Rader said.
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May is Beef Month: How Important is Cattle Feeding to Northwest IA?
Did you know that May is Beef Month? We are so fortunate to have a strong beef industry in Northwest Iowa. Not only can we enjoy great tasting, 
nutritious beef, but cattle feeding also contributes substantially to our local economy.
     In honor of Beef Month, I’d love to share some beef facts with you. Did you know?
     In total, 17 counties in Northwest Iowa had over one million head of cattle and calves in 2021. These same Northwest Iowa counties were home 
to over 81,000 beef cows and 64,000 dairy cows in 2021.
     Subtracting the calves born, the cows, and first-calf replacement heifers, there were an estimated 614,000 head of feedlot cattle that would have 
provided an estimated 392 million pounds of boneless retail beef.
     Valued at the current composite retail beef price of $7.30 per pound, this beef would have been worth $2.8 billion.
     A typical diet for a feedlot animal would have consisted of 50 bushels of corn, 1.3 tons of modified distillers grains and 1.8 tons of corn silage.
     Thus, the feedlot animals would have consumed approximately 30 million bushels of corn and 1.1 million tons of corn silage adding to the value 
of locally raised corn.
     While in the feedlot, the cattle would have eaten an estimated 798,000 tons of modified distillers grains which would have provided an income 
stream to ten Northwest Iowa plants that produce 894 gallons of ethanol.
     Cattle production in Northwest Iowa was estimated to have supported 10,539 jobs in 2017 (the latest estimate available), and economists 
indicate that each dollar spent within a community will turn over seven times.
     In addition, labor incomes generated by cattle production, cattle slaughter and beef processing activities are used to pay a wide range of state and 
local taxes.
     Iowa currently ranks fifth nationally in feedlot production.
     Within Iowa, Sioux County and Lyon County are the first- and second-ranked counties for number of cattle fed.
     After reviewing the numbers, it is easy to see that beef production holds a clear “steak” in our local communities. So, please enjoy a delicious piece 
of beef and support beef producers, transporters, processing facilities, grocery stores and restaurants.
     As always, questions about beef production are welcome. Please contact me (Beth Doran, ISU Extension and Outreach Beef Specialist) at 712-
737-4230 or doranb@iastate.edu with any questions or for more information.

Advice for Choosing a Professional Arborist
Spring storms can pose a serious risk to trees, which have the potential to damage property and even cause injury if left untended. Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach horticulture specialist Jeff Iles suggests best practices for hiring an arborist who will safely tend and manage trees 
to protect property.
     When contemplating whether to hire an arborist, Iles recommends prioritizing safety. While homeowners may be able to easily prune a younger, 
smaller tree themselves, as trees get larger and limbs get heavier, the work becomes riskier. Pruning larger trees often requires special equipment and 
training, which the average homeowner may not have access to. Iles recommends hiring an arborist for any work that requires a ladder.
     “If it’s something above your head, hire an arborist,” explained Iles, who is also professor and chair of the Department of Horticulture at Iowa 
State.
     According to Iles, hiring a properly trained arborist has no drawbacks. However, he warns that not everyone claiming to be a professional may 
have the experience and certification needed to do this potentially dangerous job.
     “A qualified arborist will always do a good job for you, but an unqualified arborist is someone to be careful of,” Iles warned.
     A qualified arborist should be certified through the Iowa Arborist Association, or IAA, as well as the International Society for Arboriculture, or 
ISA. Professional certifications and affiliations indicate not only that the arborist is reliable and experienced, but also that they are committed to 
continuing education, and staying up to date on the best practices. Qualified arborists should also have proof of insurance, as well as references.
     For any professional arborist, safety should be a top priority. Iles recommends asking candidates to explain their safety protocols. “It might be 
good to ask that question. It’s dangerous work, you don’t want any mishaps on your property,” he encouraged. Safety protocols are essential to 
protect homeowners, property, trees and arborists alike.
     While arborists do offer expert knowledge and experience, Iles explains that a good arborist will also consider the wants and needs of the 
homeowner. “A good arborist should get your opinion about what they’re removing or how much they’re removing,” said Iles.
     Finally, Iles recommends consulting multiple arborists for big jobs. Consulting multiple arborists allows the homeowner to get a range of 
perspectives, as well as a range of quotes. While price may be an important factor, it should not be the only factor a homeowner considers.
     “Price is a consideration, but qualifications and your comfort level with who shows up is more important,” said Iles.
     Hiring an arborist serves as an important investment in maintaining trees and protecting property. For more information, Iles recommends the 
ISU Extension and Outreach publication Choosing an Arborist, which explains the factors that homeowners should consider.

Extension News
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Youth across the State Are Invited to Iowa State University 
for 2022 Iowa 4-H Youth Conference
This summer, 500 teens are expected to meet on the Iowa State University campus to experience three consecutive days 
full of speakers, educational workshops, cultural exploration and service learning. The 2022 Iowa 4-H Youth Conference, 
themed Building the Future, will take place June 28-30.
     All youth, regardless of their previous participation in 4-H, who have completed eighth grade are invited to register for 
the Iowa 4-H Youth Conference. Registration is $180 and is now open in 4HOnline. Registration will increase to $200 on 
June 2. Registration closes on June 10.
     “Youth who attend the conference will get to dive into their own passions, discover career opportunities and learn about 
life on a college campus while meeting other participants from across the state,” said Haley Jones, conference coordinator 
and 4-H youth program specialist with Iowa State University Extension and Outreach.
     For participants with an interest in animals, the Animal Science Round Up event will take place concurrently with the 
Iowa 4-H Youth Conference. Youth can register for one of six tracks: horse, beef, dairy cattle, sheep, swine and dog. Animal 
Science Round Up participants will explore different areas of animal science through workshops, tours and hands on 
learning experiences.
     New for 2022, the inaugural 4-H Career Pathways Academy will kick off in conjunction with the Iowa 4-H Youth 
Conference. Youth will explore pathways to college and career readiness at the kickoff event and will continue engaging 
monthly in skill development, hands-on learning opportunities and apprenticeships in their local communities.
     “Everything from the theme, keynote speakers, banquet entertainment, service project and schedule of events is decided 
on by State 4-H Council members,” said Jones. “The State 4-H Council is a group of leadership-driven high school youth 
who are able to consider their own experiences and interests as they think about what their peers who attend the conference 
would enjoy, making this youth conference a truly unique experience.”
     “Planning the Iowa 4-H Youth Conference has been an outstanding learning experience as I have worked within several 
committees to make this the best conference yet. I cannot wait for June when we get to showcase our efforts for Iowa youth 
around the state!" shared State 4-H Council member Jayce Reed from Monroe County.
     The keynote speakers for this year’s event include Dan Meers, Kansas City Chiefs mascot KC Wolf, and Elizabeth 
McCormick, decorated U.S. Army Black Hawk helicopter pilot. Youth will get to choose three educational workshops to 
attend during the conference ranging from “Camera Corps” and “Real Money, Real World” to “World Dance Party,” “A 
Biochemistry Whodunit” and more.
     “I hope our youth participants leave the three-day event with more knowledge about something, whether it’s from a 
workshop or from a keynote speaker,” explained Nate Scott, State 4-H Council member from Boone County. “I also hope 
they leave with a new friend because friends are necessary in building a future.”
     For more information on the Iowa 4-H Youth Conference or to register, please visit www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/
iowa4hyouthconference.
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