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Local News 

Laurens High's 
Super-Reunion 
Schedule 
Finalized For July
The schedule of 
events has been 
finalized for 
this summer's  
"super-reunion" 
for the Laurens 
High graduating 
classes of 1962, 
1963 and 1964.  
Planned for the 
same weekend 
as the annual 
Laurens Summer 
Celebration, 
the reunion 
will be staged 
July 7-9 with the 
centerpiece event 
a dinner banquet at the Laurens 
Country Club on that Saturday 
evening.
     Reunion weekend kicks off 
the night before (on July 7) with 

an informal gathering at Memory 
Lane on Third Street in downtown 
Laurens, 5 to 9 p.m., featuring  
snacks and BYOB beverages.  An 
added attraction on Friday night 
will be a town-sponsored fireworks 
show at Sportsman's Park at dusk 

(around 10 p.m.). A 
pyrotechnics show 
was a Friday night 
crowd-pleasing 
feature during the 
town's 2022 summer 
celebration.
     During the 
Saturday daytime-
hours segment, 
reunion attendees are 
encouraged to check 
out/participate in the 
Saturday segment 
of the town's 
summer celebration 

that typically 
includes a parade, 
wine sampling, 

an assortment of food booths, a 
car, truck, motorcycle and tractor 
show (unless the event is moved up 
to Friday afternoon),  frisbee golf 
tournament and tentatively an early-

morning mini-triathlon in the City 
Park.
     The reunion's ad hoc committee 
also tentatively is planning -- 
for members of the three LHS 
graduating  classes -- to take a stroll 
down memory lane via an early-
Saturday afternoon tour of the 
venerable Laurens School.  The tour 
is tentative and will be contingent 
on sufficient perceived interest in it, 
according to reunion officials.
     The lead-in to the Saturday 
night dinner banquet will be a  
happy hour commencing at 4:30 
p.m. at the country club.  The 
banquet will include a yet-to-be 
determined dinner menu, nostalgia-
themed program and considerable 
open-mike time to encourage 
all attendees to reminisce.  To 
reach back in the recesses of  their 
memory banks and share tales of  
long-ago  days at Laurens High, 
suggested one committee member.
     The curtain officially will 
drop on the Saturday banquet 
around 9 p.m., likely with singing 

For years, Laurens High awarded varsity 
letter awards in four sports for boys 
(football, basketball, track and field, 

and baseball) and in two sports for girls 
(basketball and softball).

...continued to page 2...
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of the venerable school song, 
the  "Laurens Victory March." 
However,  the party figures to 
unwind ever slowly after that in 
the clubhouse bar.
     Super-reunion weekend then 
will conclude with a Sunday 
(8:15-9:30 a.m.) coffee/donuts 
farewell sendoff  in the expanded 
private room of the Rally Point 
bar at 117 N. Third Street.
     Co-chairmen of the Super-
Reunion are Rick Davis and Ed 
Ray Workman (LHS Class of '63).  
Committee members are Bonnie 
Mefferd and Keith Hoffman 
(Class of '62); Luverne Runneberg 
(Class of '63); and John Pohlman 
(Class of '64).

Construction of Laurens School's original brick building (still standing today) was completed in 
1916 at a total cost of $150,000.  Laurens High's graduating classes of 1962, '63 and '64 will 

stage a combined super reunion July 7-9 in Laurens.

...continued from page 1...
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Nominations for 
Pocahontas County 
Business of the Year
We are so thankful for all the businesses we have in 
Pocahontas County. This is your chance to nominate 
a business to receive the Business of the Year Award. 
Click on the following link to nominate or email 
MaryJo at litwiller@iowacentral.edu.
     https://pocahontascounty.iowa.gov/econom.../
business-awards/

PCEDC & 
Pocahontas 
Foundation 
Annual Meeting/
Awards
You are invited to attend the annual 
meeting and awards ceremony 
for the Pocahontas Economic 
Development Commission and the 
Pocahontas County Foundation.

https://pocahontascounty.iowa.gov/econom.../business-awards/
https://pocahontascounty.iowa.gov/econom.../business-awards/
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At the Library & Announcements

At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
January 19, 2023

Our January Book Club choice is one that has been on my To be Read (TBR) list for 
a while. Deb must have had a psychic moment when she chose it! It’s Light Between 
the Oceans by M.L. Stedman. Our catalog describes it this way, “Moving his young 
bride to an isolated lighthouse home on Australia's Janus Rock where the couple suffers 
miscarriages and a stillbirth, Tom allows his wife to claim an infant that has washed up 
on the shore, a decision with devastating consequences.” I had a trip to Poky this week, 
so started with the audiobook. It took me a bit to mesh with it, because the narrator has 
an Australian accent! Kind of puts me in the place. Join us for the discussion next 
Monday, January 23 at 7 p.m.
     The Library Directors from all nine Pocahontas County Libraries attended the 
Supervisor’s meeting January 10. Lola DeWall from Pocahontas shared details of library 
services, focusing on rural residents. Statistics show that of the 7,074 Pocahontas 
County residents, 2,199 are classified as rural. Total number of rural patrons who have 
cards in our libraries is 1157. Total circulation of materials to these residents was 11,931 
during fiscal year 2022. We estimate that 1,270 rural patrons participated in library 
programming during the same period. All Library directors shared anecdotes from their 
library. We requested a 5% increase in funding, bringing our allocation to $106,920 for 
fiscal year 2024, which, of course is divided between our nine libraries. Our allocation 
has been $101,829 since fiscal year 2021.
     We recently weeded some DVDs and a few Christmas books from our collection. 
They are on a table in the library, along with some nonfiction selections for you to look 
over and take home – and not return!

Dates to Remember
January 23 @ 7 p.m. - Book Club Light Between the Oceans by M.L. Stedman

January 24 @ 6:30 p.m. - Cardmaking
February 1 @ 3:45 p.m. - Kids’ Take & Make Craft

6:30 p.m. - Take it Tuesday

Laurens Area Community Youth Group
January Schedule:

Sunday, January 22 ~ 5:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m. at Bethany Lutheran Church

All 6th-12th grade are invited to attend!
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Pocahontas 
County Private 
Pesticide 
Continuing 
Instruction 
Course
Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach Pocahontas County 
office will be offering the Private 
Pesticide Applicator Continuing 
Instruction Course(P-CIC), led 
by Extension Field Agronomist, 
Gentry Sorenson.
     The course will be offered on 
Thursday, February 2, 2023 at 
9:30 a.m. at the Rialto Theatre in 
Pocahontas.
     Pre-registration with payment 
is recommended. Walk-ins are not 
guaranteed admission. The course 
will run for approximately 2 ½ 
hours, including check-in and 
breaks. The registration fee is $30. 
To obtain additional information 
about the P-CIC, contact 
Pocahontas County Extension 
Office at 712-335-3103.
     The course will fulfill 2022-
2023 recertification requirements 
for private pesticide applicators. 
Topics to be covered include:

• Personal protective equipment
• Safe handling
• Storage of pesticides
• Pests, pest management and

pesticides
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USDA Announces 
Major Program 
Improvements, 
Progress, and 
Investments to 
Benefit American 
Farmers, 
Ranchers, and 
Producers 
Recently, at the American Farm 
Bureau Federation annual convention, 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 
announced several major developments 
at the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
that will benefit farmers, ranchers and 
producers across the nation.  
     “At USDA, our goal is to provide all 
farmers, including new and underserved 
producers, with the opportunity to 
receive the assistance they need to 
continue farming, to build and maintain 
their competitive-edge, and to access 
more, new, and better markets,” said 
Vilsack, who spoke at the American 
Farm Bureau Federation annual 
convention today. “Working together 
we can ensure American agriculture 
is as resilient as ever and will do so by 
implementing a holistic approach to 
emergency assistance, by lowering input 
costs through investments in domestic 
fertilizer production, and by promoting 
competition in agricultural markets.” 
     Secretary Vilsack announced that 
USDA continues to make progress in the 
following areas by:
• Assisting producers facing high

input costs to access domestic,

innovative fertilizer capacity.   
• Improving risk protection for

underserved producers.
• Investing in new choices and meat

processing capacity for livestock
producers.

• Providing relief for producers
impacted by disaster and the
pandemic.

These programs and efforts are part
of the Biden-Harris Administration’s 
commitment to lower costs for 
producers, increase competition 
and access to market opportunities, 
and ensure equity in designing 
and developing programs to help 
all producers.  Additionally, the 
announcements are a continuation of 
the Biden-Harris Administration’s focus 
on targeting assistance based on need, 
reaching everyone who is eligible, and 
removing the bureaucratic burden on 
producers.      
     USDA Moving Forward with 
Fertilizer Production Expansion 
Program; Publishes Comments on 
Importance of Increased Competition.
     USDA will soon begin accepting 
public comments on environmental and 
related aspects of 21 potentially viable 
projects to increase fertilizer production 
across the United States totaling up 
to $88 million. These applicants have 
requested grant funding through the 
first round of the Department’s newly 
established Fertilizer Production 
Expansion Program.  This program is 
one of many ways the Biden-Harris 
Administration invests in the agricultural 
supply chain right here at home. 
Investing in projects to increase fertilizer 
production will bring production 
and jobs back to the United States, 
promote competition and support 
American goods and services. Under 
the leadership of President Biden and 
Vice President Harris, USDA continues 
to create a competitive, resilient, secure 
and sustainable economy to support 
opportunities for local businesses and 
people across this nation. The Fertilizer 

Production Expansion Program is a 
critical part of that effort.  
     The Department is considering 
fertilizer production projects in 
Alabama, Arizona, Colorado, Florida, 
Iowa, Louisiana, Massachusetts, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, 
Ohio, Oregon, Texas, Washington, 
and Wisconsin. In response to prior 
feedback requesting more time for 
public comment on the environmental 
and related impact of USDA-funded 
projects, USDA is seeking comments 
from the public on the following 
questions and projects pertaining to 
the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (NEPA) and Section 106 of 
the National Historic Preservation Act 
of 1966 (NHPA).  The 30-day public 
comment period will close February 8. 
Additional information is available at 
www.rd.usda.gov/fpep-environmental-
review-comments.
     The Fertilizer Production 
Expansion Program is part of a whole-
of-government effort to promote 
competition in agricultural markets.  
USDA has also released a summary 
of the comments received through a 
Request For Information on Access 
to Fertilizer: Competition and Supply 
Chain Concerns, which highlights the 
variety of concerns about the limited 
competition and dependence of foreign 
sources for significant amounts of 
fertilizer.  
     Improving Risk Protection for 
Beginning, Veteran, Limited Resource 
and Minority Producers.
     The Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) provides 
financial assistance to producers of 
non-insurable crops when low yields, 
loss of inventory or prevented planting 
occur due to natural disasters.  There is 
a Congressionally mandated fee waiver 
for basic coverage for underserved 
producers. However, a previous set 

...continued to page 7...
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of procedures and regulations created 
a paperwork burden that stood in 
the way of many producers taking 
advantage of the basic coverage option.  
The recent rule removes barriers and 
establishes procedures through which 
an underserved producer with a CCC-
860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited 
Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer 
or Rancher Certification, on file prior to 
the applicable NAP application closing 
date will automatically receive basic 
coverage for any NAP-eligible crops 
they plant. Underserved producers on 
file for 2022 will also receive retroactive 
basic coverage.  Like all other covered 
producers, underserved producers will 
still need to file a notice of loss and 
apply for benefits. 
     In addition to the basic catastrophic 
level coverage under NAP, producers 
can buy-up higher levels of coverage 
by paying a premium.  Underserved 
producers receive a 50 percent discount 
on any premiums.  Producers who are 
interested in obtaining NAP coverage 
for 2023 should also contact their local 
FSA county office for information on 
eligibility, coverage options and applying 
for coverage.  FSA also plans to target 
outreach to previous producers of NAP-
eligible crops to ensure these producers 
are aware of their options.  For more 
information, reference our NAP Fact 
Sheet. 
     USDA Making More Investments in 
Meat and Poultry Processing.  
     USDA is investing more than $12 
million to expand independent meat 
and poultry processing capacity in 
Ohio, Michigan and Minnesota. Vilsack 
announced that Meat and Poultry 
Processing Expansion Program grants 
will help fund the following projects:  
• In Ohio, International Food

Solutions Inc. is receiving

$9,575,250 to help redevelop 
and expand a vacant building in 
Cleveland into a plant with the 
capacity to process 60 million 
pounds of poultry. The expansion 
will include cold and dry storage 
and two processing lines. The 
project will create 227 good-paying 
jobs. International Food Solutions 
is a woman- and minority-owned 
business that has produced 
thousands of prepared meals for 
K-12 students receiving free and
reduced-price school meals.

• In Michigan, grower-owned
cooperative Michigan Turkey
Producers is receiving $1,531,204 to
help upgrade the hot water system,
wastewater treatment facilities and
refrigerated trailers to accommodate
an expansion at its plant in Grand
Rapids. With recent automation
upgrades and the continuing
expansion made possible by the
grant, the plant will be able to add
a shift and double its processing
capacity to 10 million turkeys
annually. The additional capacity
also will allow the plant to provide
back-up for other facilities of similar
size in neighboring states.

• In Minnesota, Benson + Turner
Foods Inc. is receiving $962,954
to build a 6,788-square-foot cattle
and hog processing plant on the
White Earth Indian Reservation
and storefront near Waubun. The
grant will help the company achieve
its goal of building a sustainable
business that benefits the local
economy by using locally grown
livestock and providing new
opportunities for producers to
market their products by providing
USDA-certified processing for them.

This is in addition to recent
announcements of $74 million in 
22 MPPEP projects, $75 million in 
grants through the Meat and Poultry 
Intermediary Lending Program, $3.9 
million in Value Added Producer 

Grants, and $5.7 million in Food 
Supply Chain Loan Guarantees, all 
supporting meat and poultry processing. 
These programs are a few of the suite of 
programs facilitating investment in meat 
and poultry processing. 
     New Programs to fill gaps in 
2020/2021 Natural Disaster 
Assistance (Emergency Relief Program 
(ERP) Phase 2) and 2020 Pandemic 
Assistance (Pandemic Assistance 
Revenue Program (PARP).    
     USDA is announcing two new 
programs that wrap-up and fill 
remaining gaps in previous natural 
disaster and pandemic assistance.  
To be eligible for ERP Phase Two, 
producers must have suffered a decrease 
in allowable gross revenue in 2020 
or 2021 due to necessary expenses 
related to losses of eligible crops 
from a qualifying natural disaster event. 
Assistance will be primarily to producers 
of crops that were not covered by 
Federal Crop Insurance or NAP, since 
crops covered by Federal Crop 
Insurance and NAP were included in 
the assistance under ERP Phase One.  
     To be eligible for PARP, an 
agricultural producer must have been in 
the business of farming during at least 
part of the 2020 calendar year and had a 
15% or greater decrease in allowable 
gross revenue for the 2020 calendar year, 
as compared to a baseline year. 
     The ERP Phase 2 and PARP 
application period is open from 
January 23, 2023 through 
June 2, 2023. For more information, 
producers should contact their local 
USDA service center or reference the 
ERP Phase Two Fact Sheet, PARP Fact 
Sheet or the ERP Phase Two-PARP 
Comparison Fact Sheet.

...continued from page 6...
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USDA Reminds 
Producers of 
Continuous 
Certification 
Option for 
Perennial Forage 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) reminds agricultural 
producers with perennial forage 
crops of an option to report their 
acreage once, without having to 
report that acreage in subsequent 
years, as long as there are no 
applicable changes on the farm. 
Interested producers can select the 
continuous certification option after 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
certifies their acreage report.  
     “FSA’s continuous certification 
option simplifies future acreage 
reporting of perennial crops, and 
it can also help streamline the 
application process for many of our 
farm programs, including disaster 
assistance programs,” said FSA 
Administrator Zach Ducheneaux. 
“For example, when persistent 
drought conditions over the past 
year affected livestock producers 
in the West and Great Plains, 
producers who had previously filed 
a continuous acreage report were 
able to benefit from a streamlined 
application process for the Livestock 
Forage Disaster Program.”  
     An acreage report documents a 
crop grown on a farm or ranch and 

Local News

its intended uses, including perennial 
crops like mixed forage, birdsfoot 
trefoil, chicory/radicchio, kochia 
(prostrata), lespedeza, perennial 
peanuts and perennial grass varieties. 
To access many USDA programs, 
producers must file an accurate and 
timely acreage report for all crops 
and land uses, including failed 
acreage and prevented planting 
acreage.  
     The perennial crop continuous 
certification process requires a 
producer to initially complete 
an acreage report certifying the 
perennial crop acreage. The 
producer may select the continuous 
certification option any time after 
the crop is certified.  Once the 
continuous certification option is 
selected, the certified acreage will 
roll forward annually and does not 
require additional action on the 
producer’s part in subsequent years 
unless the acreage report changes.  
     Once a producer selects 
continuous certification, then 
continuous certification is appliable 
to all fields on the farm for the 
specific crop, crop type and intended 
use. If continuous certification is 
selected by any producers sharing 
in the crop, then the continuous 
certification is appliable to fields 
in which the producer has a share 
for the specific crop, crop type and 
intended use.   
     “Currently less than half of the 
336.5 million acres of perennial 
forage is being reported using the 
continuous certification process,” 
Ducheneaux said. “Producers can 
help streamline the reporting process 

by selecting continuous certification 
after filing their crop acreage report.” 
     Producers can opt out of 
continuous certification at any time. 
The continuous certification will 
terminate automatically if a change 
in the farming operation occurs.  

How to File a Report  
     To file a crop acreage report, 
producers need to provide:   
• Crop and crop type or variety.
• Intended use of the crop.
• Number of acres of the crop.
• Map with approximate

boundaries for the crop.
• Planting date(s).
• Planting pattern, when

applicable.
• Producer shares.
• Irrigation practice(s).
• Acreage prevented from planting,

when applicable.
• Other information as required.
More Information. Producers
can contact their local FSA office
to see if their crops are eligible for
continuous certification or to make
an appointment. Producers can make
an appointment to report acres by
contacting their local USDA Service
Center.
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This Week at 
Bethany Lutheran
Pastor David E. Klappenbach

Thursday: January 19, 2023
2:00 PM ~ Circle Group

Sunday: January 22, 2023
Third Sunday after Epiphany
9:15 AM ~ Adult SS
9:30 AM ~ Youth SS & Coffee 
Fellowship
10:30 AM ~ Worship
Annual Congregational Mtg. 
following worship
5:00-6:30 PM ~ Youth Group at BLC

Monday: January 23, 2023
7:00 PM ~ Hand Bells

Tuesday: January 24, 2023
8:30 AM ~ Prayer Group
9:30 AM ~ Tuesday coffee at Bethany

Worship, Love, 
Accept~Together in 

Christ’s Name

This Week at First 
Christian
Pastor Rev. Rita Cordell

Sunday, Jan. 22 
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. - Worship

This Week at 
Laurens United 
Methodist Church
Pastor Deb Parkison

Wed., Jan. 18:
Administrative Council meeting @ 
7 p.m.

Fri., Jan. 20:
AA meeting 7 p.m.-8 p.m. in Wesley 
Room

Sun., Jan. 22:
Sunday School @ 9:10 a.m.
Fellowship Coffee @ 9:30 a.m.
Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Laurens Area Youth Group 5-6 p.m. 
at Bethany Lutheran Church

Fri., Jan. 27:
AA meeting 7 p.m.-8 p.m. in Wesley 
Room

Resurrection of 
Our Lord Catholic 
Church
Pocahontas, IA -- Pastor: Very 
Rev. Craig Collison, VF

MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass as scheduled in the 
weekly bulletin
Saturday at 5:00 PM and Sunday at 
10:30 AM
Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm at 
Resurrection
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Planter University Workshops Focus on Optimizing 
Planter Setup across All Brands
Workshops to be held in five locations across Iowa

Specialists with Iowa State University Extension and Outreach are teaming up with Iowa State Ag and Biosystems Engineering specialists to bring 
planter equipment expertise to farms across the state Feb. 6-10.
     The workshops are an opportunity for farmers, agricultural service providers, equipment and precision ag dealers, and others to gain insight into 
how planters function, optimize settings for individual seed, field, and equipment needs, and improve understanding of planter wear and calibration.
     “Planter University will go far beyond a typical planter clinic, offering attendees direct access to specialists with expertise in planter technology 
and settings,” said Rebecca Vittetoe, field agronomist with ISU Extension and Outreach. “We are excited to offer this opportunity across the state for 
a second year.”
     Specialists from the Iowa State Digital Ag group will lead each workshop and focus on small-group, hands-on learning with row units 
representing a variety of technologies currently available for planters. The Digital Ag group is renowned for their key industry partnerships and 
unique expertise in equipment and precision agriculture. Meetings will also offer continuing education credits for Certified Crop Advisers.
     “We are going to help attendees better understand the physics behind traditional and high-speed planters and how to evaluate planting 
performance,” said Levi Powell, Iowa State ag and biosystems engineering program specialist.
     “Every planter, operator and operation is different; one setting doesn’t work for everyone. This event will focus on how to dial in the right settings 
for you and your operation,” added Ben Covington, Iowa State ag and biosystems engineering program specialist.
     The training will be offered at five locations. Attendance will be limited to maintain small group sizes and allow for hands-on activities. 
Registration for each location is $85 and closes seven days ahead of each meeting.
     Register online at https://www.aep.iastate.edu/planter/. Registration includes lunch, refreshments, reference materials, seed depth tool, closing 
wheel hold up bracket, and CCA credits. Each workshop will begin with check-in and refreshments at 8:30 a.m. and adjourn at approximately 
2:30 p.m.
• Feb. 6 – Northwest Research and Demonstration Farm, Sutherland.
• Feb. 9 – Agriland FS, Woodbine.

For questions, contact ANR Program Services at 515-294-6429, or anr@iastate.edu, or contact your regional ISU Extension and Outreach field
agronomist.

Extension News

Help Preschoolers Learn About Emotions
Preschoolers have a lot to learn as they grow from toddlers to school age. Handling emotions begins in the preschool years, said Cheryl Clark, a 
human sciences specialist with Iowa State University Extension and Outreach.
     As children learn about emotions, adults can help them understand that all the emotions they feel are normal, said Clark, who specializes in 
family wellbeing.
     “Feelings are universal: everyone has them. There are helpful ways and less helpful ways to deal with feelings, but the feelings themselves are not 
bad or good,” Clark said. Feelings can change quickly: a child may be happily giggling one minute, then quickly begin to cry; it’s common to have 
more than one feeling at a time.
     Parents or caregivers can take the first steps in helping preschoolers understand how they feel by naming the emotions they’re feeling.
     “Most of us are pretty comfortable naming happy, sad or mad. But there are so many other emotions, and it’s not just 4-year-olds who have 
trouble naming them. It can be hard for adults to know what our feelings are called, too,” Clark said. “Especially in stressful times like the past few 
years, when so much is happening to and around us, it’s important to be intentional about noticing and naming our own feelings.”
     Clark offered some simple activities to do at home to help children name and recognize feelings.
     Use your facial expressions and body language to play feelings charades. Act out different feelings and take turns guessing. Add a mirror so that 
your child can see how their face looks, too.
     Keep a list of words that describe feelings on the fridge or bulletin board. When children learn new words, add them to the list. Or use magnetic 
alphabet letters to spell out feeling words.
     Share books to open up conversations about feelings. Through books children can name and recognize feelings. They also learn that other people 
have feelings, too. Books let children see how characters manage their feelings in helpful or not-so-helpful ways. Ask your local children‘s librarian for 
suggestions on good books to share with children, such as “The Way I Feel” by Janan Cain.
     For more information on helping your preschooler learn about emotions, explore The Science of Parenting resources from ISU Extension and 
Outreach.




